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} Mayor, i* # ItfUJ* 
In re Investigation of accident on tho Great ftertliem 
ftallw^y at 8t* Paul* Mixta. t December 10 t X9l£» 
On iteoGciber 10* 1P1S* there was a rea***ead collision 

between t o freight trains on the Great Storthera Bailey, nt 
St* Faul» Minn*, relating in the death of one employee end the 
injury of one employee* 

After investigation of thie aooident* the Chief Injector 
of Safety Appliances reports as follows J 

.•hiit pert of the Great Northern Roilway on wfeieh this 
aooident ooeurred is a four-track road running mot and tvest* 
fhe tvio north traces are uoefl for passenger eerrieo «nd are 
equipped" with automtie bloofe signals* the tvwa south tracks 
are used for froight service and no block signals are installed 
on these trachs* The accident occurred within the limit® of the 
St. Paul freight yard* From Haaline Junction, whioh is ahout a, 
&ile west of v-rhere th§ collision occurred* to tho point of the 
aooident the trade is straight* th© view ia unobstructed and 
tfcero is a grade of about o.oejs descenains toissfd the east* 

Snstbound freight train extra 131% consisting of on 
engine and a eabooa*?, left Minnesota transfer at nine o'clock 
en the night of the accident* Cas4ueter P&taode and $ngin<sc;an 
©•Sfeil were ia charge of this train* At #.18 g*m«# this train mm a topped near I-esdngten Ayena©# &t* ̂ mtX§ oa account of a blockade on the aaothmmd freight tmefe* and whil© standing 
there it m& struck by Freight tr^ln Ho, 9Q6 at Xf* 8Q p* &* 

Freight train Bo* 996 consisted of an engine* five ears 
and a cabooso* and Gondii o tor Andrews and &tglne&m Itaraes nor* 
in charge of this train* Ho* 996 left Minnesota Transfer at 
about 10*13 p*M* She speed of t&s train between Minnesota 
transfer aas Sfeialin© Junction approad^taly 10 sdle& per 
hour and ©n tho grads east of Byline Amotion the speed was 
increased to shout 16 miles* per hour* Snginersnn famea stated 
that Juet before reaching tho ,oint ^hero the aooident occurred 
a westbound train on an adjoining passenger track approached 
and the glare frora the oleetrie headlight with fthiob this train 
waa equipped blinded bin so that re 4id not see the reus* end 
of the e&beose ef extra 1513 until he waa within about %& oar 
lengths of i t j he tban o*wf tho rear lights mi th© tl®&m® cn 
the ground nesr the cabooso* and isasiedietely applied tb& fey-glces 
In emergency and tfeen Junped f rota the engine* egfl&nted 
the speed of the train at abouu 0 miles pe? hour «nettJfeho 
collision occurred* 

On the night of the accident tho weather vm& clear «n<£ sold* 
The rear lights on the? caboose of extra ISIS -were burning brightly 



Just before tba ©olliadon* 
Ooafiuefcer Andrew of train Ho* stated tbot tbere 

' V T O five o&ra la bio train and tbat bfee air bra&os svore out 
ia and vo&lns propoarly, 

®ba amies of the Groat ftorbbem Hallway rewire that 
*all exoept flrat elaae traine muat opproaob and paaa tbrougb 
yard liaiea under full eaaferolf e^eetlng to find mtn traak oeoupiad," Tbia rule ia understood by es^loyeed to mm that 
easiaeiKen of all exe«??t first ulnae train* mvt be ̂ regared to 
atop within tbe range of vision* and to relieve tbm of tba 
duty of protectins their troiaa against following trains. 

Tbis aoeldeat m $ oauaed by failure of &sgla©&«a Faruoa 
to oba^rve thia rule* When the train oa tbe adjoining took 
a,^r©aebo4 and tho glare from the eleet^ie beedilgbfc eboeured 
Enslnesaa Fames 1 a view of fcb©, track abeaa** uafler tbia rule be 
should b&vo roduoed apeod or bsou^bt bis train to a atop unti l 
the beaollgnt bad pasaod bia and aoula again eeo the tmek 
ebocid of bio train* Sngine&an faraea bad been vuaai&g an engine 
on ̂ teis division from biete tiae during bbe past £ive yo^ra 
aad s -Id tbat be had bo en essaaineu oa tba- rales aad af&a familiar 
•̂ifcfc tits rule regarding aaeed reetriotioa wttbia yard linita* 
tfone of tbe employees laveivad la fcbie aaoidoat vm& on duty 
ooatrary to any of tbe arevlolcn* of tbe Hours of $wviee Aet* 


