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} Eargh 18, X918

In re lnveatigaticn of sooident on the Grest Nortlern
Railwny at 8&, Paul, ¥inn.,, Decembor 10, 1918

On Deconber 10, 1018, there was a peavwend vellisfon
between $o frefght tralne on the Groat Northern Bailwmyp, mb
8te Paul, Minne, reculting in the deatl of one exployee and the
fajury a§ cne enployees

After investigation of thie sccidens, the (bies Inspector
of 8afety Appliances roports es follows:

That part of the Orest Northern Bailway on wileh thisg
spoident vosurred 18 a Tour-~-track road sumning eust and wesbs
The $50 npzth traaks aro used for paspenger servies anl are
oquigped with automatio blook slgnalse twe south btracks
are uoad for froight servias epé no blaok signals are Ynstnlled
on these Srackss The aceldent ooourred within the limits of the
8¢ Paul freight yard. Prom Eamline Junetion, whieh Ls shout a
eile wast of whare ths anilision cocurred, to she poilnd of the
aooident the traok $s ptraight, tho view iﬁ unohatrugted ang
there 1s 8 grade of about 0,062 descending toward the east.

Faanthound frelght trsin eoxiivrs 1818, congisting of on
engine end a oabooss, left Minnesota Transfar nt nine ofelook
on the night of the acoident, Conduoter Patnode and Jugineman

.- 0%ell weye fA charge af this train, -&; 3;15 Peiey Ghis traln
n

vas stopued near Lexdngton Avemue, St s OR Bacgunt of s
blockade gn the ensthound Trelsght truck, and while atanding
there it waz gtruck by freight train Wo, 966 ab 19:38 pe %

Fralght train Ho. 996 conslsted of an engine, five oaps
ond a oadooas, ang (onducter Andvews amd Pagineman Farnon were
in obarge of ¢his train, No. 996 lort Wianesobs Trepsfor at
about 10:1% pette Fhe apeed of the trals betwesn Hinnosoda
Tranafer and Hemline Junation wee approxiwataly 10 miles per
hour and on the greds eust of Hamline Junetion the spesd wug
inoressed %o shoud 15 miles per hours Enginemsn Parnon stated
that jusk bYefore sreaching the qolnt where the agolident soonurred
& wostbaund teais on an aijoining pagssengey traok apprdiaohed
ang tho glaye Ifyom the oleetrie headlight with whish this ¢trala
wag enulyped dlinded hin o that re 4id not geow the reounr end
of the oubooos of extra 15148 until he wae within about 15 esy
longdhs of i%; lLe then suw the wear lights and the flsgusn on
the ground nestr the esboogye, and fomadiately o plied tho brakes
in emeorgeney and boen Jumped from the ongine. Ho ¢4Fise
the gpend 6f She trein at sbous B8 mlles por hour whe
eelllalon ooourreds

On the night of the acoident tho westher was slear and solds
The rear lights on the eahoose of sxbra 1518 wers durning brightly
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Just pefore the etllision,

Gonduoctor Andrewe of train Mo. 996 gtated that thers
wore five e¢ars 1in hla train and that the ailsr brakes were oub

s and mm:;g PTODEYTITy

The rulew of the Oreat Norihers Bailwey peqnize that
¥all exeout Tirst olaps twralins muad apgm«h apd paas through
yard limite under full aonbrol, expegating to find main %ruck
ogoupind.® This mle 12 understood by smplopess to mean thab
enginemen of all exownd Liral aloes trains must bo progeryed to
stop within the range of vision, and %o yalisye them of dhe
duty of protecting thelr troinm againet following srains,

This acsident was oaussd dy fallurs of Roglineusn Farnon
to obaerve this rule., When the train oa the adjolining traeck
aprosohed and the glare from dbao eledtrie beadlight obasursd
Enginenan Farnonts view of the. Sruek ahead, under thia rmule he
plould Bave reduoed specd or brought his train %o a step untll
the headlight had passed hin and he could again see the traeck
ahoad of Lis traln. inenan Fernen had hesn running o eugine
on this division from btime to time durdng the pest five yeavs
and 444 that he bal been exunpined on the rules and wae femiliar
vith %ke rule regarding speed reetrictiog vithin yard Jimlia,
Honae of the employees involved 'a bthis aceident wap on duby
conbrary t0 any of the provicicuns of the Boura of Sorvice Ach,




