
In re Inveetlgatlon of eoelAent oa tha Great 
Bertharn Bailroad , near Rerford, Hont., 

Q a t o b e r 31, I t U * 

January g f I f l l i . 

On Gotobar 31, 1913. thore was a bead-end collision between 
a paeeenger train and a worfc train on tha Grant JTorthera Railway 
Mar Hoxford, 2£oat«, rasuiting in tha death of two employeea and 
the injury ef one passenger, I B employees end s nail clerfco. 

After investigation of thia aeoidant the Chief Inspector of 
Safety Appliances reports aa followaj 

The aeeend district of tha Kalispall Dlviolon of the Great 
Sorthem Baiiwsy, on which thia eolllalen ocourred, la a ©ingle 
traeh line* extending from ^hltoflsh to Troy, ISoat** a dietanae 
ef 13d. 6S aiiee* the train dlapatohing syatea by telephone ia 
need on thia line* no bleoie algnals being used, 

the trains involved in thia oollialon earn paeeenger train Ho* 
4* oo&elatlng of lovosaotiva 1434 m& 7 passenger con*, en route 
froa Seattle, Ws A hi listen, to "t. Paul. ^inn,, end westbound extra 
weric train 1433* eonaiating of locomotive 1453* one eapty and 6 
leaded freight eere and a OEboose, an route froa Rexford, Mont* 
to pointe on tha line between "tonehill and Twaed* Hoat*, where 
traak repaira were feeing made* On thia divlalon the epeed of eaat-
bound peaaenger trsiae la Halted to 50 miloa per hour* end of 
westbound freight traina to 30 ailaa per hour* At the time of 
the aa aidant the weather w\& derif and olondy and the raiX wae 
frosty. 

The oollialon oeeurred at a point about 7*79 ftllee weat ef 



Bedford, betwaen the non-telcifropb aiding* Rondo aad Stoaehill. 
Tba line of tba Greet Borthera Hallway between Harford aad Troy, 
nont. fellows tba Sootanal Biver. Approaching tbe scene ef tbe 
accident from tho eaet there la a curve to tbe south about 379 
feet la length, followed by a tangent 1600 feet long, tbe colli
sion occurred at about the aiddle of thie tangent, where the traek 
in laid along the side of a mountain, there la a high basic on the 
aoutb aide of the traok 15 feet froa the mil and a 40-foot fill 
on the north side of tbe truck at the bottom of whioh flows tbe 
river. At this point there?la a slight deaoandiag grade froa 
the east, Tba vision of the engineman appro asbins froa tbe east 
la obeoured until within 900 feet of tbe point of collision. Ap
proaching tbe so oae of the aooident froa tbe treat there is a 6° 
enrve to the south about 582 feet in length* fine vision of the 
engineman appro ao hi ng froa tbe west is oesenred until within 900 
feet of tbe point of collision. 

leetheund passenger train He* 4, in charge of Conduetor Cor-
win &nd Inglnemen Jones, arrived at stoaehHl at ft;64 n.su, 1 
hour and 10 rainutea late* and waited there for westbound passen
ger train So. 43* At 7*10 a.su train Bo* 49, la eherge of Oea-
ductor «lllias8 and Engineman /right, left Bexford, 11*9 idles 
eaet of ntoneblll, with en orderto neet Ho* 4 at itoneblll. *fust 
ae No. 43 was shout to leave Bexford Conductor Shanaban, of extra 
14 £3, directed brakeman Mathlaa to board train Be, 43 and "go to 
stenehill and bold everything." In obedience to tbls direction 
brrkeffian ̂ atbiea roee<4 to p.tone hill on Train So. 43 where Ko. 4 wae 
waiting. Upon tbe arrival of train Ho. 43 at itonehill train So. 4 



eterted toward Bexford, brakeman hatblaa having neglected to held 

i t aa direeted. and collided with extra 1439 at about fisft «•»*> 
•alia running at a apeed of about 25 ailee ear bear* 

gfeetbound extra 1433, la charge of Conductor $bnnahon aad 
taginnaam Sullivan, left Rcxford at approximately fM e.n\. Tba 
engine waa backing, drawing tba a are and sabooae after It. It 
waa running at a apeed of about 19 nllee ear faour at tba time ef 
tba eolllalon. 

Snglac 1434 of train Ho. 4 waa thrown froa tbe track an tba 
aortb aide* earning to reet at tba edge of tbe river about 40 feat 
from tbe trees* The tender frame remained attached to tbe engine g 

tbe trueka were demolished end tbe aletaTO waa torn loose from 
tbe frame*' The ̂forward end of mall aer So. tbe flrat oar in 
tba train, waa orushed bee& to tbe bolater end wary badly damaged. 
Thle ear waa thrown from tbe track to the north and ease to reet 
on ite elde en the embankment, with tbe forward end in tbe river, 
the rear end remaining on tha grade attached to tba Baggage ear 
by the aafaty chain on tba north aide. The ether ears la this train 
were not damaged end remained on the traok, Tha engineman and fire* 
nan of train So. 4 were killed. 

The tender of engine Ho. 1433 of tbe work train waa totally 
demollehed* The engine remained upright en the tree** but tha eab 
waa torn away and tba pilot and pilot beam broken. The flrat ear 
of thia train* loaded with traak bolts, waa telescoped about 16 
feet by engine 1439* The other aara In thia train were not damaged. 

Conductor Shanahan atatad that while hie train 'waa at Wexford 
he requested the operator there to ask the dlapate her at Whltefleh 



It ho eould put « flag tm 43, whieh was than reedy to leave, to 
hold all trains at 8tonehill until ha got that* with hia work train, 

. and that tha operator told him tha dispatcher said it would ha all 
right for hia to do eo* Ha than anted the operator to give breke-
aan Kathlae a neaaage to ride on train So, 48, waioh the operator 
did. He then direoted Mathiae te go te Stonehill end held every
thing until hie train arrived there* Shanahan etated that el* 
though it was unueual and contrary te regular praetiee to hold 
a flrst-elaaa paeeenger train far a freight train* still ha thought 
that he waa Justified in holding thia train 10 or 18 alnutea, there
by getting supplies to the repair gauge in tine te keep them at work* 

Bnginenan Sullivan atated that hie train »ae running about fig 
nilee par hour ae It rounded the east curve and that when he flaw 
So* 4 eealng toward him ha ioaediately applied the e&ergeney end 
independent brakes, oailed to hie fir oxen, end Jumped off* Be eatl-
aatad that hia train wee running about 16 nlles per hour at the tice 
of the oollieion* 

yinjajan Mathiae of work extra So* 1438 etated that he naa work
ing hia fourth day on thia train end that he reoeived verbal inatrue-
tlone from Gonduotor ihanahan at Hexford to go en train 43 to otone-
oill and hold everything? hie underatending of these ins truotlone 
wee that he wae to hold everything but firat-eiase trains* aa there
tofore when he waa te hold firat-olasa tralna he wae ee Instructed, 
the number ef the firat-alaae train being given hlsu Conduotor 
ehenahen etated that on the day before the eolllalon he directed 
Uathlas to hold everything at Stonehill end that he did hold Ho* £, 

a regular paeeenger train, although he wae not told specifically to 



bold firat-claea train*. Btakeman iiathiae etated thai when Ha 
reached fltonehlli train Ha. 4 iuaasdlately started east. Se atated 
that he understood the work treln would welt for 80. 4 et Rexford 
end would not follow UQ, 43 to ̂ tonehlll. Be said he aad never 
been lnotrusted or examined on the rules of the company end only 
onse bed be dlsouseed the flagging rulee with en employee ef the 
eoapeny. 

Train dlspeteher Cobb stated that be wae on duty on tbe date 
ef the collision end that tbe operator et Hezford asked him if 
Conductor shanebei. oould put a flag on 43 to get out of texford 
against 2fo. 4, and that be told hla that nhanahan oould flag on 43 
to Rondo, 4.J4 alios west of Bedford. Thie statement is corrobo
rated by operator Griffin in the dispatchers office et tfbitofish. 
The dlapateher stated he intended tbe £lagsan to hold So* 4 et 
Hondo for extra 1433; be did not aond thie message by wire ad* 
dressed to tbe conductor of extra 1433, ae be wae very buoy with 
other duties, and told the operator at Rexferd to write out the 
aeeeage to the sonduotor. He stated that his usual practice in 
sending Instructions of this kind was to make aessagee of thea. 

Operator ftoodhull at Hexford atated bis instructions froa 
dlspeteher eebo were to tell conductor Shanahan to put a flag on 
train Ho. 43 to ftenehill and that be laaediately delivered tbe a«s-
aage to Shenahan. He stated that ho did aot write out this mee-
eaga, but et tbe request of Conductor Shanahao be did write ••flag 

it 
en 49 to Stonahill," and gsve/to conductor Shanahan, who handed 
it sfcto brakeman Matbias, and that he intended tale writing to be e 
aeeaege for the transportation of ̂ athiae from Itexford to Stonehill. 



H* abated that he heard 3hanataan tell Hathlse to "hold everytaiaa: 
at stone hill until we get there." 

Conductor Corwin of train SO* 4 etated that ha did not aaa 
Fiagiaan Hathiaa at ©teaehill and he had no Instructions to hold 
hia train at that point for wrJc extra 1433. He atated that Juat 
before tho brakes ware applied hia train #aa running about SO ullea 
per hour,, but tha aoeed was reduced to about 86 wiles per hour at 
tho time of tha collision. An examination of too drivers on engine 
1434 disclosed flat spots, which indicated a very heavy application 
of the brafcea which Caused the wheels to slide before the collision. 

The direct eauae of thie collision was tha failure of Flagaan 
Methlas to obey his instructions to hold all trains at stonehlli, 
due he doubt to his failure to understand esractly what hia instruc
tions meant and to hie unfanillarlty with tha rules cud railroad 
practicea. Conductor shanahan wae also at fault for attempting a move* 
meat of this eharaotsr against a f is*st-olass train cud for hie failure 
tc make sura that tho flagraan thoroughly understood his iastrustlona 
sad dutiaa. Flagging instructlone of this character should bo In writ
ing. 

Had the dispatcher employed a message la this saae, as he stated 
was his usual practice, the Maunders toad lug regarding tho point where 
the worfc train was to meet Ho. 4 would have been averted, 

Oonduotor shanehon had baen employed by various railroad oosn-
paniea in the capacity of trainman, yardaaater, braJceman sad con
ductor for about la years. He was dismissed In 1809 for overlook
ing orders, resulting In a collision. Since that date his record 
was good* 



Sraxnoan Uathlee had baen In tan railroad eerwlaa for 13 ̂ 8 
ttontha i f aonthe of wftloh hod been with Graat Jtartharm hallway 
Company, bo bad meter been examined on tha rulea. Dispatcher 
Cobb and operator f/eodaull worn axparlanaad nan with good reeords. 

Hon a of tha employeea InrolTad wore on duty In violation of 
any of tha proviaiona or tba hours of aerrioe law. 


