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In Be Investigation of snocident whieh

ogourred on the Great Nordhern Rallway
at Rainbow, ¥ont., April 8, 1518.

On April 8, 1918, there was a rear-end collizion
ot the Great Sorthern Rallway at Ralinbow, Mont., whieh re-
selted in the death of 2 employess, Afteyr investlgntion
af this acoident, Lhe Chief of the Divislon of 3afety re-
ports as Tollowes

Fastbound fralght train Wo. 478 wes en route fiom
Greut Falls, Fonts 0 Pavre, Mont, It conmizted of B3 purs
and o onheoaw, hauled by locunotive 1207, and was 1n charge
af Condurtor Bertess and Dnglineman Slegrist. It lefi Qreat
Fallz, ¢ nmiles fros Halobow, ot 8300 gar. snd reache? Rainbow
68 B340 nem., 2% whileh time work extrs 1180 was on bhe westemn
end of the eide $raek. A5 201 as trols Neo. 876 had pagsaed
put of zight 2round s ourve, the work extiza went out on o
$he zaln llne and apotted the stsam dltoher, whleh waz 3 part
of its equipnent, for bthe urpose of goaling the ditsher from
g osr of ezl standing on the side tracke Afber passing the
work exbra, tralo Ho. 476 stopryed with 1%y vesr end gub af
#izBt om socount of 2 ctrve. The first 11 eers In %rain No.
878 were destingd to Volta, a polnt 2 =iles sust of Rulnbow,
ans 1% sas neeezyry to push Shese ears to that point aheoed of
tne englnes Witl fthat end irn wiew It Bal Been the intention
o oghop at Bhe west asaing track swlbel and pull the 11 czrs

irfe the pan-ing $rack and zun around them with the englne,

pullipg ln behind thew with the balanee sf the train, whioh
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wae $0 be laft on the passing tvack ot Rainbow until the 1)
gsers were dizposed of, On socount of the work extya not
wishlng %o delay, the drain sms rus to the esat mawiloh and the
11 aars set off on She puasaing traok. The engine thenm aoupled
2 the traln and sdarted to baock west on the maln trask for the
purpese of hoading in on the peeaing track at the west switoh
and in that mamney get 3he 11 gara ahead of the engloss 1t
was while this padt of 3be tyeln, consisting of 48 ocurs, wae
basking down the main 1ine that its roay end collided with
work extra 1180, w=hile moving at s rate of speed estiuted to
havo Been about 8 or @ milen per houy. The shook of the col-
lialon cauged the stean ditoher to siide tou one end of bLhe oar
on whioh 1% wms mountsd, the two men killed belng oceught bew
tween 1t and the sdjolning duwp cers OO0ty very slight damage
was sustained by sny of the equipmont.

Thig part of the Great HWorthern Railwey is a single
traek line, trains belng cperated by train orders and time.
eard rights. At the noint of aeciliont the traak {s level and
asar Phe wuatern spnd of a eurve of 3 degracs leading to the left
Tor saastBound frafus. The view around Sthis gurve was zuoh Ob-
geured By high banks on the inalde of the sane,

Gondueter Bertran of train No, 678 stated Shat he
oxpooted his traln $o stop at the west swlteh. After 1t had
atopped ot the east switel, he stardtsi to walk ahead and neot
the roay byakomun shout midway the train and instimgeted hin
aboud unlording seme wey Cfreolight, apd then walked Pask towerd
the work extra %o £ind ond shat the crew of tbet Yrain wns - -
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going to do. He had messly vesched %he work extya when he
asw the rear ead of hin Srain Deilng Backed down the nain line,
at whick time 1% wen within two oar longthks of the work exbra,
and be ot onece ¢zllod to the orew af that dtrain to get @l of
the vay. Yo fuytler atebted Shat he 4id not know wiy Pugineman
Blegrist hed beoked the traln up an he 3ld not give any sigmal
%0 do so, neltber 344 e hear the englneman sound the Bnok-up
signal on the vhlsdlae.

Hexd Brokenan Pamger steted Shat he hald been in-

sbrueted By the cuadustor that the ioaomotive wae fo run around

the 11 sars at Rsinbew, pushing Bhes to Valta, and then was to
reburn for tie balrnge of the Urain, nobhing Belng sald shout
gtopping ad ths west srdboh af Ralobow, The engine snd 4 oars

ware over the east switoh when the Brain stepped end he switched

sut the 11l cars himeelf. AfSsr cvupling the engine to the
balanae of Ohe tyain, he got on Bhe sizth car from the cngine.
Just 43 he 314 so the englinanan sounded the dauck-up signal on
the wilstle snd when he resched the tep of the eny, ke say
the rear hrakeman, aprarsobly 1a fall view of the englneman,
and supposed thot the rear bdrakeman had signeled the enginesan
to¢ bask up. The englne:an started to Yagk the trals and as
the reaxr brakeman guve haokewp asignals he repeated them o the
enginamen, After giving hack-up signals two or thros Llrmes,
the Tesr brakeman starbted toward the renyr of the train, giving
no algnals affor the traln had ptarted Yo move, Head Brakeman
Farmer further abated that he 414 =ot give amy aignel to the

enginezan unbil afber De saw the Yesr Drskeman glve the baok-up
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signal; neither did e ses any stop signels given and he
d4id not glve any stop signals himself amtil be felt the jar
of the solliainu.

Rear Brakesman Cummings stated that he vode on the
engine from Groat Falls to Raiabow, the Qonductor Baving ine
structod hix at Grast Falls to ride on the engine end assist
in rmnnlng around the ears at Ruinbow, The confuetor slso
86ld that he would go with the 11 emps %o Volta and dhat She
rear brakeman wes o returm to the resr ond of the tyein at
Rulnbow. Boe stated phot he told dhe englineman while en routa
from Great Falla to Redabow $hat Shasy would hava $0 run around
the ecary destined to Volta, and would asleo have to pull their
train bebween the swikohes im order to let the work extra outf,
When approzohling Rainbow he saw thet $hey were not golmg to
gtop at the west switoh and ageln salled the matiter to the at-
tention of the azginesman, but reseived no reply frem him,
Yhes walking baok ovar the oy of the train alfter 18 bad stopw-
ped at the emat swilieh ke =ot ths sondustor sbout fiftesn gar
lengthe from the rasy ond, and afder giving his ingtrustions
akont spotting z ear for unloading vome reight, the eonductor
#ald he was going to relurn to the rveayr ond of the Sraln,
Brortiy affervards he heard the euginenan sound the Baek.up
algnsl and be at onge sbarted o run towsrd $he Pear ond of
the train, 2t the saxeo tlme giviag aton eignals with one hand,
He gould mot see %he rsar end of his traln, or the edafucbor;
peitheor eould he ses the heond brakemat. \

Enginenan Sisgrizt stated that he muat have mise-
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understood what Renr Braleman Cuomings bag said aboub the
aethod of dolng ths »ork at Ralaokows DBo thought the vear
brakemnn had sald thet they would have o lef the work extra
out and the oftly way 4 40 50 was Wy running past the work
extra, stopping at the east end of the pasaling track instead
of the wen$ end., After $he 11 gars wore Sed out, the englue
was goupled $0 the rear yortion of the traln aAnd az soon Ay
the head brakenan gol on the %ap of the alxth sar he at onge
gave & buok-up siznal. HAo stated further that he 354 not
soe Rear Braokecan (urpdngs af soy time; nelthsr 433 hs sound
& bask-up algmal on $the whistle prlor to belng zlgneled to
back up By Head Brakepan Frinet,

Filreren Floavel gtated that he gaw the hesd brakenen
on top of She treln Wit sould not ese the rear Brakemap. After
the englpeman soudnded the Backe-up signal, the head brakoman
f#ave a algnal te back up, The train, however, 414 not move
undil afiar bhe aignel to Baek up hed bHeon reomlved,

ConductoT Pravont of Yhe work extra stated that when
tratn Mo, 676 pasped hia train and dizappsared srouad theeurve,
he remarked %o She Yrakeren that théy wers not golnzg to zske
gny stoy at Naelnbow. Arter She freight trvaln had passed, the
vork extra went sut on to thz main lipe end the atesn discher
wes gspobbed opposite the gur of seal on $he slding. Afber the
aboam ilhoher hai besn oomled, whioh took about ten minubes, he
agtavbed toward the rear of Wia traln to notify sestichmen who
ware working on the track that the work eoxtrn way going to bsek

ups, Hs heard soms one c¢3ll to get out of the way =ni on loocke .
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ing around saw dhe seboose of train Eo, €78 aboud twy oar
lengths away Iros: hia train, His teain started $o Boaok up

and at rirst he 814 not think thars wmld Ye any ecilision,

tut after 16 had bBacked up about § onxy lemgths 1% wes sbrusk

by the rrar and of train No. 678. He thonght the apesd of thak
train at the $ire was ahout 8 miled por bowr,. Ao further staked
that he 414 not hesr bhe engineman of tr2ain Fo. §768 sound any
aigusl te Deok up.

This mocident was anueed by train Ko, 76 belng baoked
down the maln track without any signal 4o back up having deen
given from tha rear snd, ae resuired by rule Nu. 488-4, which
reads as followst

"No train, under any oircumstangea, must be

Dackoup pLERAL rom & trainman on Bhe Toar end of sme.®

The rear brakemen alalmed that the engtnenws sounded
the back-up signal and that he at onee gove gtop sigsels, ab
the aane time runming toward the rear of the draing ¢he head
hrakeran ¢lalmed that the erginensn sounded the bBagkwup sigmal
and thst when he got on top of the trein he saw the resr bDrake-
man giving back-uy slgmasls and repested the signals to the engine-
man; the englaemen glaimed thet he sould not gee the rosr heakasan
And that he recelved s backe-up signsl fyen She heund brakeman
and then sounded the whiostle signal ¢ Yack up, while the firs-
wan stated that he gmld not ese the rexr brakemean Wi Lhat he
414 see the head BHrakewan nnd that the exglneman wm the
baok-up signal, after whish the heoad brakeman gilve Biw the

signal to back up. There pen be mo guastlon bus Shat Bhe
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enginanan received a brak-up signal fram the head brekeman
borors he bDeoked $he train, and ag no aignal to Daek up had
boen received from the condustor, the responsiblliity for the
acoldent rests with the Lm0 brakemen. In view of the confliot
in thely stabensnts, 1% 1z imposolble dafinigely %o stabe
whother & baek-up signal was gliven by the resr brakoman o
whetlier Le guve a stop signal and the signal wms misinderpreted
by the head Mrekeman.

ALl the anmployess lavelved were axperienoed memy and
=2t the %ine of the acoident the arew of train No, 47¢ had boen
on duty about 2 houra after about 10 hours off dudy.
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