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Ia E« tavoattgatioa of oaeldeat Mrnloft 
oeoyrred on the #r©at Start Sen* Railway 

tit Hainbovy, 3£oat*f April S, 1910. 

0a April Bt 1®18, taara was a rear»«ad collision 
on th® Orsat Sortaara Railway at Haitfamr, Mont., is&ioa m-

aulted in tha d&ath ef 3 amploye&a* After i»v«atig©tio& 
of this aoeid^ntj tha 0htvt of fc&e Stoiriioa of Safety re­
ports m follow®! 

SaatlwuBd treX&txt trala tTo* waa an route front 
Sroat Falla, Koat* ta Eavra, Slottft* It ooaslsteS of S3 oars 
©aft a o^^oose, haulad W loao&ativa l$07 t aad wa® In c&ar$o 
$f Conductor Bartr«n and SHgiaasmft ^iojgriat* It left ftraat 
f a l l s , 9 miles fror Bainbo-sr, at 3:00 ««R. and resjehe*-! Hsiabow 
at a«n*# at tiz&a HQT1$ exera HftO was on She wost^ra 
erai of tac ©id© traofet As ao>"a a© traia 5?o# 676 had passed 
out of slight t̂rouad a curTo» t&® worlf aaetra wwat out on to 
tbo sain U n a and 3^ottod tho stoam ditefeart whie& %ias a part 
of it a ariulpaa&t, for th© -jurpoae of aoaXittg the ditoh#r frcws 
a oar af aaal atnndi&g on ta* sida traefe* After pssssitig tba 
wor& @^tra» "train Ho* 670 atop?ad -«lth ita roar end out af 
aljftt as &oeouat af a oarva. ffc© first 11 ear© ia train fto* 
676 re&r© doatioad to Yoita, a point S sails® ©set of Httiabow* 
aa& it w®$> iFj to push tbaaa oars to that point ahead of 
taa arvsina* With ft hat ©ad in Tiaw it bad ba»a the Intention 
to 0top at tha urost ?as3in& traok switafc tm& pull th© 11 oara 

into the patina traole aaa rua nrouad with tfea eagine, 

pull lag la baiiiad vhm with t&e oalaaa© of tho fcraia* *.vbioh 



waa to be left on the passing traete at Rainbow until the 11 
oars were disposed of* On account of the worfc extra not 
wishing to delay, the train was run to the east switch and tha 
11 oars set off on the passing tmefe* The engine then coupled 
to the train m& started to bade west on tha main track for the 
purpose of heading in on tho passing track at the wast switch 
and in that manner get the 11 ears ahead of the engine* It 
was while this part of the tr&iaf consisting of 48 ear% was 
hooking Sown tho main line that its rear ens collided with 
work extra 1130* while storing at a rate of speed ©stir ated to 
have been about 0 or 8 nil** per hour* Tho shock of the col­
lision caused the st©an ait char to slide to one eng of the car 
on whioh It was mounted, the two men killed being caught be* 
twreen It and the adjoining uiâ p car* Only very alight damage 
was su&tadned by any of th® ê uipmomfc* 

Thia part of the Great Northern Railway is a single 
traefe line* trains bel&g operated by train orders and timm*> 
card rights* At tbo point of accident the tr&oK is level and 
near the western ond of a curve of 5 degrade leading to the left 
for eastbound trains* The vim around thia curve was synch ob­
scured by ai$n "sanfes on the in&i&# of the earns* 

Conductor Sartre of train Ho* <J76 stated that he 
expected his train to stop at tfc« west awitoh* After it had 
stopped at the ©a@t switch, ho started to walk ahead and mot 
the rear hr&fcemm about midway the train and instructed him 
about unloading sera© w&y froigbt, §s4 then walked back toward 
tho work extra to find out stoat the craw of that train was -



going to do* So MA aosrly rwtotod worfc extra wfe©» &« 
asw tfco rear sad of Ma train being fesofcea <3ow» tfc* main line, 
at *miefc. tiae it wae wit bio two da? 1 sixths of tfee ̂srork extra, 

( stud be at osoe called to t3io crow of that train to got oat of 
tbe mj* Ete farther atatad that a* did aot know w&y Bagiaeman 
Siegriat teatf b$eft#d tfta trala tip as So did aot givo aay slgaal 
to do 30 , either aid ha hear tho engtneaiaa sound tho Uaok-up 
signal on t&« solatia* 

fle«d B̂ aksnvgan fa»r stated tbatt ho aaaa in-
ffftruoted fey tb» ooaduotor that tha leoaasstiT® was to nm around 
th* 11 oâ s at Haiabô t $&shii*g thes to Volta, and t&en w to 
return for tbe balance of tlio train* aot king boixts said about 
stopping sit tha waafc gvdtoh at Bainbow. fh& &mim ssad 4 oars 
w$i«<a oTOar th© east &s&!to& wham tb© train ©topped and switofced 
out tfea 11 oars a&uM&f*. A£t«r eaupllng tb& angina to the 
toalano© of t£u» tr&iat fc« got oa tlso slxttt oar fvom tba vagina* 
£ugt as &» did so the englii©iu«u aoujsdes the back-up signal on 
tha ttblotl* sad v&an be re&ebad th© top of tfe# mr$ fc® saw 
tfe® roar ferafcaaaA, apparently ta fall riew $f the ©sgluema, 
aad supjsoae*! that t&e roar bra&es&aii had vtgrialad th® aaginasaaii 
to b&«& itp» Tho tsn^inesmn started to bank tfce train aad 
th© r*»r braKe&an Mok-up signals !a# r&paat&d the-a to ths 
ana£sa«t*gu After giving b&o£>ap signals two 02? t&roe tiae a* 
the rosr started toward tiae r®ar of fcliei train, glrlag 
jao ̂ î aals after the 6ral& h&d started to atoto* Em& Bwkffian 
Jara** furthei1 atat£& that be did sot glva &w signal to tho 
aw&in-osan until after ia© *aw the roar b?a&@gui8 giva tho baoloup 



w w 

signal; neither did he see ear ate? sî taie given mad ha 
did net give any ato^ signal* himmalf until ha felt the Jar 
of the collision* 

C Sear BrakmMin Cumlnga atated that he rede en the 
engine from great falls to Balmbow, tha Conductor having in* 
etrueted him at Great Falls to ricl© on the engine and assist 
in running around the ears at Bainootr* Tho conductor also 
sold that he would go %ith the 11 oars to Volta and that the 
rear brafceman was to return to the rear end of the train at 
Bainhow. Bo stated that he told the m&mmn while en route 
frotm Great Falls to Hainhow that they would have to ran around 
the ear© destined to Volta, and wuia also have to pull their 
train between the notches in order to let the worfc extra out* 
When approaching Eiainhow he saw that they were not going to 
atop at the west switch ana again called the matter to the at­
tention of the engin^an, but received no reply from Mm, 
When walking baote over the to? of %m train after it had stoi>* 
pod at the east switch sot th® conductor about fifteen ear 
lengths from the rear end, and after giving aim Instructions 
about shotting a car for unloading some freight* tho conductor 
said he was going to r@tum to the rear end of the train* 
Shortly afterwards he hoard the engiaemaJi sound the baote-np 
signal and be at once started to rum toward tbe rear end of 
the train* at the ease tî -o s^tng atot* signals with one hand* 
He could not ae© the r©ar ond of hia train* or the conductor; 
neither could he see the &m& brafeesean* 

loginemam Slsgrist stated tbat he mnat have mis* _ 



understood what Bear Brafceraon Ouimiugs had said about the 
method of dolug the w i t at ftelabow. Bo thought the rear 

fcrafceEsem had said that they wuML have t o let the WTk extra 
out ana' the only way to do so ^a© by running ^ast the work 
extra, s topping at the east end of the passing track instead 
of t&e weet end. After the 11 ears w@re set out, the engine 
was coupled to the raar portion of the train nna as soon a$ 
the head brs&enan got on tae top o f the alatb car ae at once 
ga"?e a bateioup signal. H& stated further that h© aid sot 

Rear Brnfceisan CteEing& at &uy tiiaej neither did ho sound 
a baok*up signal on tbe whistle p r i o r to being gignaled to 
back up by Head BrakejL&n Parser* 

IPir^&aa J"lavel stated that he saw th© head braleemaa 
on. top of the trail a !sut could sot am the rear brsjcestaiw After 
the enginesmts sounded the back-up s i g n a l , the hea*i fer&kessan 

$©ve a signal to bank np> The train, however, did sot 
until after the aignel to bade up bad been received* 

Conductor fr-^vost of the m ^ t extra s tated that &h®n 

train $V6 passed hia train ano" disappeared around th#eurve» 

fee rmarked to th# brafeeo&n that they were not going to ssake 

any #top at JUlnbow* Aft or tftw freight trala bad passed| the 
^mtk e^tra went out on to ths ssaia l i n e and the steam ditcher 
m a slatted oppos i t e th© ear o f coa l on tho aldi^e* After the 

sfce&s 31teher be&n coaled, whieh tooft /ifccut ten sisut«sf he 

started toward the rear of bis train to notify seotlontsan who 
^©r© ^orfeiag on the track that tna work extra waa going to baos: 
up* feeara soma O K © call to get out of the way and on look- _ 



lag arouad m# tha aabooaa of train Wa* 67g about ism mv 

length* away trm htm train. Hie; tmim atartad to baafe up 
aad at first aa did aot think taara would Ha any aclliaion, 
but after it bad backed up about 8 oar leagtba it waa straolt 
by tbe raar aad of tr&ia Sla* 670* Be tfeaagbt tHa speed af that 
traia at tba ti&* was about 6 mile© par boar*. So furtbar at at ad 
tbat b« did aot bear tbe eagiaemaa of traia Wo* ft7S aouad asy 
ai&aal to baak up. 

Thia aeeideat waa oaaaad by traia Ha* 876 being baokad 
dawa tha main treat: without aay eisnftl to back up fearing baaa 
givea from tha raar «ad» aa raqairad by rula Ra# «feioh 
reads aa follows: 

"No train, under any oircmrnrfcanaea, mtn% be backed without tbe aagiaoor first httTtxig raaaivad a back-up $£gaai froja a tralienaa am tbe Tmr aad of aama** 
fa© roar brafeanaa al&i&ad tbat the aagiaemaa amiu&ed 

tbe back-up ©igaal aad tbat be at onaa | 9 T « atop aigsala* at 
tba aaaa time ruaaiftf? toward tbo tmr of the trains tbe bead 
feraka&an claimed that th* eagiaenaa aouadad ta« bao&»up ©igaal 
aad tfeat wbea bo got on tap of tbe traia fea aaw tfee r*er bra&a-
maa givlag baek-up aigaala sad r«paated tba aigaale to th© eagiae-
man; tba aagiaamaa alaî ed that ba could aot aa# tfe© raar brskô aa 
aad tbat ba raoeived a baok-up signal from tba bead braJce&aa 
aad tbaa aouadad tba wbiatle nigaal to baek apr while tba fire-
maa stated tbat be aauld act »©e tba raar brakasiaa bat teat ba 
did aea tba head brakesaa aad tbat tba eagine&aa aoaadad tba 
beek-ap aigaal , aftar whioh tha head Ixrakeaas gi*e bias, tbe 
aigaal to baefc ap« Thar* aaa be a© tjuastioa but tbat tba 



engineaum received a bacJc«up signal fares the head tmfcmm 
bsfcr© &@ assizes tha train, and aa m signal to baefc up had 
boon received from tha ©ondnotor, th® responsibility for tho 
aooidont rests with tha tm oraJeesaan* In view of tho conflict 
in their atataarata, it i« impossible definitely to etat<? 
whether « baek-np signal «as given by the rear bre&ejsan #r 
Aether ha gave a stop signal and the algnal was misinterpreted 
by the head br«&e@am» 

All the a&ployaoa! involved mrm â -erî nooil i&enf and 
«t the tine of the accident the crew of train Ho. 676 fc&d been 
on duty about 8 hours after about 10 hours off duty* 


