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IN RE IMVESTIGATION QF AN ACCIDEJT PHICh OCCURRED CN THE
GREAT NORTEERY RAILWAY AT NASHVAUK, MINN,, ON NOVEM-
BER 11, 1920,
Fepruary 15, 1831,
On Novewber 11, 1980, there was a rear-end Collision
petweern. two freight trains near Nashwiauk, Minn,, Tresuiting
in the death of 2 employees, After investipgation the Chief
of the Bureau of Safety reports as follows:
The seventn daistrict of the Mesabi Division, on shich
this accident occurred, exiends from Kelly Lake to Gunm,

o~

Mann,, a distance of 31,28 miles, It 1s a single~track line

s
over whiCh tralns aTe operated by time-table and train
orders, no vlock-signal system being in use, The accident
occurrel on bridge D=4, «~hicn 18 475 feet 1in length ani 1s
located nearly 1,000 feet aesst of the ecast end of a compound
curve to the left having an average curvature of approxisately
50, approaching ihis curve from the east the track :s tangent
for about 3,500 feet, Tne view 18 maverially ooscured by a
cut at the western end of tne tangent and the eastern end of
tne curve, The grade 18 for tne wmost part slightly descend-
ing, out at tne point of accident 1s level, The ed?t yard-
limit Doard 1s located approximately 1,300 feet east of
bridge D-4. The weather w«as cloudy.

Westoound Ifreight train extra 993 consisted of engine
995, 14 cars and a caooose, 1n charge of Coniuctor Hurley and
Euginewarn Gotschell, This tram leftv Kelly Lake at 7,55 a,m,
and after 3iistributing supplaies at intervening stations arriv-

ed at Nashaauk at about 2,15 a,p. stopping to unlocai o1l and
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supplies at « puwp house locatai near the uwestern end of the
Ccurve, #a1le staading at this poant, vita 12t86 rear end
on oridge D=4, 1t was strucik oy extra 475 at acout 9 39 a..,
Westbound freight train extra +73 consisted of engine
73, a Jdozer ani cabwose, 1u cn.rge of Conductor Taggart and
Enginewa.. Hayes, ACcording to the train saeet 1t left Kelly
Lake a«t 8,15 a,m,, and proceeded westward .1taout stopping,
colliiding with the rear end of extra 982 shile travelling
at a speed variously estimated at fromw 8 vo 20 miles an hour.
The cabooses and one car of extra 992 asere thrown from
the dridge to tne ravine o=low and totally destroyed; the
front end of engine 379 #as consideraoly danaged, The euw-
ployees killed uere taoe conductor and a brakeman of extra §&53
The statenents of Enginewan Hayss and Fire.an Brassard,
of extra +73, indicate that the enginewan scunled the wnistle
aprroacring the yard-lisit board, after wnick ne smut off
stean. and aprlied the independent brake, reducing the speed
of the trawin passing the yard-limit board to 10 or 12 mailes
an ncur, Suortly afterwards, his vie. peing restricted oy
the curvature aad the ¢ut and realizing that ne #as running
ratner fast, Enginenan Hayes told PFiresnan 3rassard, #ho vas
woTking on the fire, to look out and on doing so the {ireman
saw the Trear end of extra 993 acout 100 or 150 feet distant
and at once notified the enginenan, wio applied Tne air
brakes in ewergency and reversed tns sngine, Ingineran Hayes

understood that ~vithian yard limits he was requaired to run



under ccntirol, aand acknowledged his responsibility for the
accident, Firewal Brassard was familiar witn the road and
knew that the engire.an's view was oostructed and admitted
that under tnese circumnstances ne should have osen looking
out on nis side of the engine, obutv he s«1d he nal ceen
naving difficulty with the fire, whicn statement was verified
by tne engineman, and that ne was rot paying close attentaion
to the exact location of his train. The conductor and two
brakemen of extra 473 were riding in the Caboose and none

of thew xnew that there was anyvning wrong until they felt
the emergency application of tne alr brakss,

Trainmaster Bailey, wno nad been ridiag on extra 993,
Wa§ STtandaing near tne wssv and of bridge D-4 and said that
his attention was first attracted to extra 73 by hearing
the exhaust of an engine w#orking steai. He sas the engine
enhen 1t cawme cut of the cut, travelling at a speed estinated
oy hiw to have beern about 18 miles an hour, and said that
he di1d not notice any decrease ain the speed prior to the
occurrence of tne accident. Tne statemnents of Relief Agent
W1lliams and Punper .ucDonald indicated that there was little
oT no decrease in the speed of extra =73 prior to tae
accaident,

This accident was Caused by extra +73 not being operated
under control within yard lamits, for which Engineman Hayes
18 responsible,

Under rule 93 of the rules arnd regulations for the

goveranent of enployees of the operating iepartment, all
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trains are required to run "with great care and under control
withain yard limitvs, Enginenan Hayes acknowsledged that he
failed to cowply with this rule,

Engineman Haves entered the service as firewan in 1906
and was promoted to engineman in 1910, The crew of extra
473 was on duty a little more tnan 5 hours and the crew of
extra 992 about & hours, after periods off duty ranging

from 8 hours to nearly 3 days,



