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IR &E IHVISTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT YHICA QCUUERED OF
THEE GREAT RORTHUER RAILVAYT BRAR COERA, ¥ASH.,
OF JARUAEY 22, 1918.

On Japnsry 22, 1914, there was & demnllment of a pae=
senger rain on the Orest NHordlern Ballwey near Corna, Wash.,
wiioh vesulted in the Zesth of olight psasengers, znd thea infury
a7 eightesn pansenzsre and four exployuses, AfSer Investigsticon
of thiz neeldent the Chlsf of tha Division of “afely reporty ap
falloywn

Fepthound pacponger traia Bo. 25 ecuslisted of one o
BEn:sicn zeil and baszaze ooy, ot smokinz ear, both of steel
ander7rone constractlion, one epash of slle-stoel ecnstiruetion, ons
4intn; ear, one siandepd sleoning anr, and one udesrvetlon car,
the lactsr throw helng of woodsh wonatrsotion. This tralm »aus
bauled by locomedize 302] and #ee in ahorge of Jundustor Farving-
ton and Prgineman Jinke. Tralin Hos 25, en youte fiom Spokane to
Bgn_tle, ¥ashe, left Loavenworth, ¥ush., 49 silec exzt of the
eint of ascident, at Zrl0 a.ms, 18 minnses late, was Jalayed
giizktly zors than twe howrs abt Saynor, I8 mllsw wost of Leavenw

5rEh, on aeound of a droken atess pipe and pasesd Imbro, the last

stition beforas the polnt of sooldent, st TiOD =.me, I hours and
42 mistes Jotos AL 9302 2.2, sbout 1-1/3 slles weat of Pabre,
thile train ran inte s sno-plide 18 feet desp and 16D fent wide,
erailing the front Syoek of the engine. A% BiRT m.ve, while
stending at %hils location z2walitinn sosistanes, traln Wo. 282 was
straek b a monllde 25 Teet doep apd 28O fset wilde.

Thia zenident aceurred on the Flvnt District of the
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Canoude Divwist n of the Ypest Horthorn Ballway, Shis dlsztyist ox.
sending from Leavenworsh, ¥ash., st tha foot of ke sesturnm slope
of the Casosde Epuntaips, to5 Everstt Junotian, Wash,, =est of
thoge poxataine, o 4istance of 109.5 milse, Traing are operated
By the eleatrio tratnm staf? blook systen hetveen Leavemnath and

Shykomish, a distangs of 57 atles; Traln orders ¢un ale0 5o Urenfe

nitted by telephone, The racending gvrado of the rountaln range
fram Leaveneosrth to Cazosds Tunnel, & ddstange of 3.7 niles, is
22T por canbe Pelwesp Uapaude Tunnel and Tge, a dlatafion of 3.8
uilag, the sountain s piersed by a Luonel theec milvs in length,
she sltitude af S¥ia nlzes belne 5,114 faeet. YWentwsrd fryom Tyw
Ehe grade 1z 2.2 per ssut dezeeading bo Ekykomish, 2t The foot of
the wontern Rlopt.

The 1ins of thiz raill-ny throuzh thage mountains is
single~-trasks Beginnlaz abt fye, Lhe Yaok o lald ot the zcuth
glope of s gountz2in in 2 soubhrsatorly dirsation to Embyra, 3.8
eshlos fron Tye, contimaing in :iio Sirsesion Deyosdl Dedro # &is-
tenoe of nearly Sao milss 85 Horuin resk, Just beyond whioh IS
pugsen Shrough 8 Horseohoe--hs el funnel, 1,812 feet In lomgih,
lending to the Yeofb. It %hen reorousss Versin Orsek, and axSends
0 an easterly dirvestion on tbe sazs aide of the semo sountsin,
it om 2 losar level, parsing Toree absul one-half mile enst of
the tunnel a2d somtimuls; so .oonieo, 2 station thyee sllos snef

af Cores. A Seenioe ha trash Tollows smother Dorsesbhos ourve Lo

the right, and then =z-tonc: in ¢ »esisfly 4lyection on the novrthern

alope of another mounbtain sowerd Jikykonisle
pis apeldent coourred about ofe wnd ono-thizd miles
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wnat of Iohro on bhe upper level of traot Just deseribed, vhigh
13 about 250 fest fartber up oh the mountalmelide Zhan the lower
Isvel and +Bout 100 feet higher In clovation. The tranb af the
peint of dersllment ils tangenle

The main pard of the snowmilde straok the domell and Ain
fng oar of traln ¥o. 25, bhurling both Jdoen She mounteinszide, The
soush broke looses from the dlning eny, Surned over om 1ts left
alide 2pd come B0 reost 250 feot Balow, with ons end of the sar on
e Jower levsl oF Lrack nesy the swileh Just wost OF Qoren, bWelng
almot eoupletely burisd In tho mow, The sindow lanss wove 2ll

twken; the seals sere sericusly dapeged; at one and of the ooy
the vootimle wse forsed inm, snd the ztepw and end of ide voul
wore torn off. The dody of the car, however, w»o® Dot forsed out
of line, =8 the deors erell he Opensd and eloseds

The 4inine oxr Surmed over ond ewmw to reat on ita foot
shout 100 feet below, The Fire In the bhroller wes Soatiered aleud,
iznlting and tofslly comsuming 3be ear. The sleeplng sap was ele
ther dersiled by the emst and of the ahow gilde of wis pullsd from
tio trag: by the dining ¢srs Thiz ear masbained considereble dam-
soe But wns 8ot Shrown dowm the sounteinsidisn, coming 8o rant shoub
ten foet Trom ihe tomak. The rest Of $he traln rezasiacd en the
Lrapk, the ohssrvsbion sar Bbeinzg Jus: olear of & szowched.

Owing to peoniisy allimatie somditicne due to tho sou-
$hopn sxposurs of thed glde of Ske wowniain, esowdliles cvcur very
fre-uently betueen Tye and Sgonicga Bstween Haren 1, 1910, and the

date of this «ooident, eighly smowsildies ousurrad Boebwoen Shead

e places, Swenby-lfour of wnlah were im tho vieinity of Oorens
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Ax u protective sossure against thogse slides thiz railuwey Loa o=
regtod nUmoYGRA snowabeds over thelr tracks, some belng cutirely
of weoden sonstrueetlon and =mome Baving conersie rear walls snd
Toundntionn. Thia latter $ype of cmpstrsetion was bGegann in 1814,
The distunee botwosn Tye ang Jeenie Lz 9,3 milee, or 49,104 fest,
of whish dietance 25,887 feat o 37 per oont Iz protected by mow-
ahads, During the invvatigetion of this adcident, Bewover, 1t
wus dlzulosed Ghsi whem srowslides eswe In eontaed wth Lthe wooden
faowsheds Shoey froouently demelished thesm, 25 nmtch =2 430 foalt of
one Duvisng Beor carrled wway by & gllde.

This atcidnct wan souzed By Sraln Hos 2% bsing sivuol
By a snowhilde. Tie nountsin zione om #hieh Shis suowsllide oo~
durred has a soutdern syxpoaure snd is therafore subject o the
affeotn of sa-~palled Yehinooys,” shilek are wurnm, desconding,
southeziy 2inds that szuses the Lomperaturs o rise wory mapiily,
an 3 remult of wibishk ths hsovy nnows beoowe lopsened From the
meunt«in sides. Unly 3he zllaboest Sromer ar sxternsl foree s
then peaseuez-ry 30 sherh arn avsionolios

Tha effants of 2% thwr-wildes in the vieinivy of thda
sdalident are evidemss of ibe inoieuagy of wwoden snowshadz, and
1% iz anderziacd Ih® fhe rxil ay is planciny large exvenditures
for the ereetion of schoretr sno -zheds In the Casgnde Hountalns o
provide grester probteeticon fos lives asad oreparty ageines the
dstger of svalanghes ~hick < Tre sently escmuy In 3l region.
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