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INTERSTATE COMJERCS COMMISSION. 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF T"HE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVESTIGA­
TION OF AN ACCIDENT "TilCH OCCURRED ON THE GREAT NORTHERN 
RAILWAY AT ANDOVER, F I N N . , ON NOVEMBER 36, 1 9 3 3 . 

December 30 , 1933-

T o the Commission* 

On November 36 , 1933 , t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t of a 
f r e i g h t t r a m on the G r e a t N o r t h e r n R a i l w a y a t A n d o v e r , 
M i n n . , r e s u l t i n g i n the d e a t h o f t w o e m p l o y e e s , and the i n ­
j u r y of one e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the Second S u b d i v i s i o n 
of the H e s a b i D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n Sandstone and 
Coon Creek J u n c t i o n , M i n n . , a d i s t a n c e o f 73 .58 m i l e s , i n 
the v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k 
l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a re o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n 
o r d e r s , no b l o c k s i g n a l system b e i n g i n u s e , The d e r a i l ­
ment o c c u r r e d a t the west s w i t c h o f the p a s s i n g t r a c k a t 
Andove r ; a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t f rom the wes t 
the t r a c k i s t a n g e n t , and t h e g rade i s l e v e l f o r a c o n s i d e r ­
a b l e d i s t a n c e . The s w i t c h - s t a n d i s l o c a t e d on the e n g i n e -
r a n 1 s s i d e of an eas tbound t r a m , and the s w i t c h i s a f a c m g -
p o i n t s w i t c h f o r eas tbound t r a i n s , l e a d i n g o f f the mam 
t r a c k t o t he s o u t h . The s i n g l e - b l a d e t a r g e t has a w h i t e 
d i s k on a r e d background . The wea the r was c l o u d y a t the 
t ime of the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 10 .53 a, m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n * 

Eastbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 3068 c o n s i s t e d o f 
59 c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 3C68, and was i n 
charge of Conductor N i c k e r s o n and Engineman S e a r l s . T h i s 
t r a i n p a s s e d Coon Creek J u n c t i o n , 5 .68 m i l e s from A n d o v e r , 
a t 10 ,33 a. m . , and was d e r a i l e d at the wes t s w i t c h o f the 
p a s s i n g t r a c k a t Andover w h i l e t r a v e l i n g at a s p e e d e s t i ­
mated t o have b e e n about 30 m i l e s an h o u r . 

Engine 3068, t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s t e n d e r , came t o 
r e s t be tween the main t r a c k and s i d i n g , l e a r l m g t o w a r d the 
l e f t , a t a p o i n t about 315 f e e t e a s t of the s w i t c h , b a d l y 
damaged, The f i r s t 10 c a r s were p i l e d up i n a space of 
100 f e e t , 7 of them b e i n g d e m o l i s h e d , t h e e l e v e n t h c a r was 
d e r a i l e d but not m a t e r i a l l y damaged, w h i l e the t w e l f t h c a r 
remained on t h e t r a c k w i t h the south whee l s o f the r e a r 
t r u c k s t a n d i n g on the sou th s w i t c h p o i n t s . The emp loyees 
k i l l e d were the f i r e m a n and a brakeman. 
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Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

I h e f i r s t i n t itrat i o n members of the t r a i n crew 
had o f a n y t h i n g rtrcng ;vae v^hen the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 
Conductor TJickersun i m m e d i a t e l y *ent f o r w a r d and found 
t h a t the s w i t c h p o i n t s w r e l i n e d f o r tne mam t r a c k \ - i th 
t h e r e a r whee l s of a c a r s t a n d i n g on the soutn p o i n t . The 
s w i t c h - l o c k was suspended from the c h a i n , u n l o c k e d , A h i l e 
the s w i t c h - l e v e r was out o f the s o c k e t an i r e s t e d on the 
c o l l a r , t h e l e f t edge b e i n g p r a c t i c a l l y f l u s h w i t h t he 
r i g h t s i d e o f the s o c k e t , Cn accoun t o f i n j u r i e s s u s t a i n e d , 
no s t a t emen t c o u l d be o b t a i n e d f rom the engineman a t the 
t i m e of t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

An e x a m i n a t i o n o f the s w i t c h and i t s appur tenances 
d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e y ^vere in good c o n d i t i o n , w i t h the e x c e p t ­
i o n of t he s w i t c h - l o c k . The s « i t c h and s w i t c h - p o i n t s 
o p e r a t e d nor r -aJ ly , ano t h 1 s T i t c h - l e v e r rtien s e a t e d m the 
s o c k e t c o u l d net, e scape without, a s s i s t a n c e , e v e n though 
i t iras not e e c ^ c e d by a s w i t c h l o c k . Tne s w i t c h - l o c k 
was o f an o l d t y p e , and d i d no t o p e r a t e e a s i l y , e i t h e r i n 
l c c K i n g o r u n l o c k i n g i t . 

The l i s t t ^ a i n t o pass tne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t 
d e p a r t e d from Coon Creek Junc t i on at 10 .08 a, m . , 35 
minutes ahead o f e x t r a 3068, and n o t h i n g unusual was 
n o t i c e d m the v i c i n i t y o f Andover oy the crew of t h a t 
t r a m . 

On the day p r i o r t o tne a c c i d e n t , about 5.00 p . m . 
a vestbound t r a i n i n cha rge of Conductor N i c k e r son used 
t h i s s w i t c h . Flagman S t u a r t , who c l o s e d the s w i t c h on 
t h i s o c c a s i o n , s t a t e d the l o c k w i s d i f f i c u l t t o o p e r a t e 
and m o r d e r t o r a^e sure t ha t i t 'was f a s t e n e d s e c u r e l y 
he p u l l e d on the c h a i n a f t e r the l o c k was snapped . 
Conductor N i c k e r s o n s t a t e d he 'as s t a n d i n g on t h e r e a r 
p l a t f o r m o f the caboose watching Flagman S t u a r t on t h i s 
o c c a s i o n , and i s p o s i t i v e the s^ i t c h - l o c k was p r o p e r l y 
s e c u r e d . T h i s i s the l a s t known use of t h i s s v . i t c h . 

An e l e v e n y e a r o l d t o y , upon be ing q u e s t i o n e d , 
admitted he found th^ s ^ i t c n - l o c k u n l o c k e d on the morning 
of the a c c i d e n t , and l i f t e d the l e v e r fror- the s o c k e t 
but l a c k e d the s t r e n g t h t o r e p l a c e i t , t h e r e f o r e , l e f t 
i t i n t h a t p o s i t i o n . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t vas caused by a cocked or p a r t l y 
opened s v i t c h , due t o m i s c h i e v o u s t a m p e r i n g . 

A e t h e r t h i s s w i t c h - l o c k was l e f t open by Flagman 
S t u a r t , on t he day p r i o r t o the a c c i d e n t , or s u b s e q u e n t l y 
by same unknown p e r s o n c o u l d not be d e f i n i t e l y a s c e r t a i n e d . 
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C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 

H o w e v e r , t e s t s p r o v e d t h a t i t d i d no t o p e r a t e p r o p e r l y , i t 
no t a lways l o c k i n g s e c u r e l y when g i v e n the normal p r e s s u r e 
u s u a l l y a p p l i e d , t o s f a t o l a - l o c k s i n c l o s i n g tnem. 

A p p ^ r e n t l v the e n g i n e and f o r w a r d t e n d e r t ruck 
headed m a t che p a s s i n g t r a c k , w n i l e the r e i r t e n d e r 
t r u c k and f i r s t 12 ca r s f o l l o w e d the /rain c r a c k , due t o 
t he s w i t c h - l e v e r not b e i n g i n the s o c k s u , t h e r e b y p e r m i t t i n g 
the s w i t c h - p o i n t s t o s m i t . 

A l l o f t he e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d were e x p e r i e n c e d 
men. At the t ime of the a c c i d e n t none of them had been on 
du ty i n v i o l a t i o n o f any o f the p r o v i s i o n s of tne hours of 
s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

? r , P . BORLAND, 


