
Hay 20th, 1014. 

MXLVt&Z AT CHICAGO, Itt»l3» Of? HAJtfl! 3, 31914, 

Oft Marsh 5, 1914, th«*r<? sae A r**r-»*nd Collision en 
the Srand Trunk f so tern Hallway between a passenger train and 
at transfer freight train at Chicago, 111., resulting in the 
de^th of 2 eraoloyeee and the injury ef 2 passenger* and 1 
employee* 

After Investigation of this accident end the eiroum-
etanoss oo?m so ted therewith^ th® Ohief Inspector of Safety 
Appliances reports as follo^Of 

fhe trains involved in this avoidant were westbound 
pan cn^er train 'lo, 3, running: bmtw&m Settle Crs*k, Ifich,, 
and CThioago, 111., and a westbound transfer freight train, run
ning Between "ladon and Ohlnarp, til, Train Bo* 5 eeneistea 
of a haggaire oar and two 4&y coaches, hauled by locomotive 10?, 
and waff in charts of a-idye tor l i A and $hginssan keedy. All 
the oars of steel eontst motion, She transf&r train con
sisted of &9 loaded freight oars and a oahooee, hauled by laeo* 
aotiv® 1696, and ®as in of Condnoter Breen and ̂tgitseEtan 
Caster. 

On the day of tha ior*id«»nt train 3 left Battle 
Cr«^k at 1:18 «•»•» 9 ours and 10 laimitee late, passed 3J,sdon 
at $$45 a.m. f 9 fceuro an. 14 rsimitsa late, and collided with 
the transfer train at. ̂ oout *isf;£ a#a* 

?hs transfer tr^Vi regularly engaged in moving 
fr&ight betw-een the yard it "lsf'on and th«» freight depot at 



Twelfth Street, Chicago, a distance of ftllas, ft had so 
regular plac* on the schedule hut left £$»den dally on l t & 

flrat trip between $tOO and Si CO on the day of the 
socident this train entered tha westbound aain track east of 
Kedzio Avenue and started for Chicago at 5)43 a.»., and snort* 
ly thereafter was struck by* train fJe. 3 AS above st&ted. 

force of the collision telescoped three freight oars, 
and locoa&tive of train ffo. 3 e«se to reet with tils flftn 
car of m e transfer train on top of it* the conductor* and 
bra&siijsn of the transfer crew were kill9*1 In the collision. 
At the -;olnX of collision the traok is straight mfi l«vel. 
Thg weather at $ie time was fofffsy. 

On that portion of the Chicago Division of the drsnd trunk 
**OPte«i Hallway batsmen Battle Oreek, $teh>» an A îs<!on, 111., 
a distance of 100 tail^s, teralns are og»#r%ted under th® manual 
blook system. Between £lHdon and Chicago, & distance of 9 
Bailee, tears la no blook ay*t«af the wovenent of trains txsing 
gov*?n?'d by tiwe card, book of rules, and bulletin instruc
tions. The 3 xsilea of trswfc between Elsdon and Ohica^o 1« 
within yard liiatte. The lemd traok free the yard at "1Bdor. 
connate with the main lin» a t a point about 1,600 tmt m&t 

of Kedsie Avenue. At Kedsle Avenue, a short distance west 
of £Led»n otstlon, th«r« la a a<^anhor« which governs tbe 
sov•-went of traine fro® "ladon yard to tbe westbound running 
tr&ek. Tbla e^aphor? Is operate by tbe «i**«lng watchman 



at &«dsie Avenue, end when it is in tha danger position it 
indiestee that the raaln trnoh ia occupied by yard trains *nd 
aaln line train* must atop; when in the olsar position the 
sain traok cannot be need by yard trains, and It is proper 
for aain line trains to proceed. 

On the day of the aooident the eroealng w&tahraan at Kedsie 
Avenue gave the transfer train tha signal to proceed. About 
7 or 8 almttee after that train passed he plaoed th® semaphore 
in the olaar position, Train F*e. 3 arrived at £edsle Avinue 
about 10 ainutea titter the trams far train left that point and 
finding the ê raephor'? in the ole&r position, proceeded on its 
schedule rignte end collided with the r«ar end of the transfer 
train at a point apnroxira&teiy 3 ml is a weat of ^ladon. At 
the Utae of the collision the transfer train w as moving at a 
epeed estimated to hsv® been 10 OF 19 ailee per hour, «hile 
trai$ No. 3 fr&a running at /% -speed eaid to have been 25 or 30 
si lee per hour. 

Hale 83 of the &ranu Trunlt extent Hallway provides in 
part ae foiloset 

"A train aupt not lt*<siv«* its initial station on 
any subdivision or Juio^ion, until it haa been as
certained vhether all sunprtor trains due have lift,* 
ttula 93 reada m followst 

"Within y w d<if Vi«d by yard limit board a, the 
main traok may uisti* kflfwlngr clear ef firet and 
eeoondwOl^es trains. * 

•The main tnok au&t not he used within yard 
liraite until it is known that all section* of over
due firat and eeeond-ilaafl train* have arrived, * 



—4«* 
In add! tion to theea ru&<*«, which gorem tha s»v*jaen t of 

tr«lno generally, y*ird or awltohlnff train* saving %$1m®m 

M acton ani Cblo*j8t &r* fov^rned by aneoial rulea leaned by tho 
general yarrinaeter In tha forw of bulletin orders* one of 
theae bulletins, under 4a t# of 8eoe&bar 10. 1913, reads a* 
follows! 

"Tour attention ia Rgatn oalled to l#*e iteoeaalty 
of letting full information In regard to regular 
a M a^&oiai jMUMatigwr tr&ina before occupying main 
line* * 
On January If*, 1914. bulletin ??o. l t containing yar^ rules 

for fiftieejijB terminals* of tha <Jraa«S, trvrik &ail^»y# waa lunula 
by «i« gsn^ral ynrtinaatar* Tbla bulletin* atson® otha* rul»e. 
©ont&iaa ths? following* 

*&ullatin b&ard oust be aae»Hlft«d before going on 
duty* * 

"Pa not occupy m&in line wittiest full inform&ticn 
In r#g&rS to regular and apeaial pm®m§<&r train***" 
?n;;J aeman Caster of tha transfer train atatad that on tha 

momXng at the aaoldant h* mud® no lft<|ttlj»te« of th& operator 
at Slsdon before living that oleoa to asa^ftaln wliathsr all 
pais either traina dm arrive*! aft<t departed* steil* both thu 
englnenan and conductor ar* auppdaad to aanura tbts Information, 
it »na cu^tc^s^r for the? eonuotor to 4o ao* aa4 «han tha aon«» 
duotor bis tha etgnal to |*ro«ewl a# esfttwftd that it *aa 
all rljfht to go, Ha further atat«4 that tha rule** raqulrliwr 
*ngln**an to aha*1- the triin raster aftan they sana m #uty 
m® habitually diararf̂ r̂ â , an* that b© save* bs^n aalla* 



to anaaunt by hie superiors for disobeying the rt&ae. 
Operator ftidfley, on -futy at s&fldon at the tlste of mo 

no aidant, aaid that tt eua ternary for awl tohing ereta to 
aoaa into hia offlon bafora occupying tha »ain line to l*srn 
^bather or not all tupartor tralna had departed* However, on 
the morning of the accident ha 31d not aae any of tha transfer 
era*, nor did tl^y aajta any irqulrlee regarding train #o> 3 
or any ether train* Ha stated that the opemtore w$ra sup
posed to mark late trains on tha bulletin board for the in* 
fortaation of BsrltolKaan. The operator ha relieved from duty had 
not mark ad train Ho. 3 upon the bulletin board, and when he 
am9 on duty ha .icgl̂ etad to do so. therefore the transfer 
cran l^ft tlaon without obtaining any information regarding 
train *?o* 3. 

yardnaatar CJeiirrpy s^tmi that he did not dir^at tha 
i&ant of trains at all, hi** dutl̂ ff balng to instruct the aaalet-
anfc yardmaster and earitohwei, lnau» bulletin*, ate. Ha atated 
that that* tranefer crnvr^nt^ %**r" regular yard tralna, but 
Inaa ~.unh aa th#y «r#»r<* not on "HO time osrda he did nat consider 
that they wera go*-am*»i by V e rules anpllc&ble to regular 
aoiiadulad trains. H f*vyt?:» atateri taint the eaployaas Scnew 
it »&a eueteiaary to r^ar* & 3 applying only to road 
trains and not to y*rd tr«lna. Tha transfer oraea tfera supposed 
to call at the tel<»*raT**i o m o f before £0ing out on th® araln 
line to find out if ^n^Jar trains hail departed, but ther* wae 
no one to see that thiay rn/x* aueh inquiries. Aa ft rula the eon-



duo tor got this information froa the operator and coranun lasted 

i* to th* eth«r ffloabera of the transfer or*w. Its 3&3'3 that 
the employees «^re examined on the hook of inlea onoe in a while, 
tli© l&et ftxaiilnation b©ing about three year* ago. 

?her« waa no report of tfceaa train* at gedgle Avenue, the 
point ®here they entered upon the aain line, end the fls&raan 
at that point had no special information or instructions a® to 
the promotion of transfer trains enteric upon th® utain line, 
there ̂ aa no reeord Jtept of the tisse trenofer trains left the 
yard at Sleden ess apt ths yard eondstotor** eirlftehlTff elipe 
wnioh ̂ r e turned in to th<s yardteanter at the end of the day's 
work. 

"".ngineaan keedy ef train >*o, 3 stated feat on aeoount of 
the fog h& did aot eee th® eahsoae of the transfer train until 
within abotr. thi-̂ e asr length* of it, too late to step before 
colliding si th it, although he made an emergency application 
of *,he hra&ae. H P had no previous netiae of ths prê ?*no« of 
the transfer train on the main traok, all the signals indi
cating that tht fcr&ak wm olear. Th© apeed of his train wae 
about 2& rallee psr hour at the time of the collision* 

This aoai&ent esueed by ths conductor and engineman 
in aharge af the transfer train dieobaying the rulea and using 
the aaln traok without firat aaeertaining that train tfo. 3 , a 
fir^t-olaa© train, had departed, This infortaation aras oe~ 
e&salhl^ from op©r#tor oa duty at Sweden ŝ d/t9iey w #re 



«7« 
ohargaA by the company's raloa and fcy bulletin orders nrith 
the duty of obtaining tt before cee^ytng tha main track *?ith 
th©ir train* She eonaue^or of th® transfer train was filial 
in th® accident* 

fins operator at "Isdon is at fault for net posting a bul
la tin for the information of switching orewe 6tatlng feat trnin 
Wo. 3 iras ov^r nine hours late. 

Hail thtjre be#u a?: ada^uate block signal cystee in uco 
between Sleaon and Chlo^e it is unlikely that this aeoldertt 
would hws oocurrad. 

Tha tforonor of Cock rtounty, Illinoia, hsl4 an Inquest in 
connection with tfoia aooidont «n£ forwarded a copy of the tosti* 
raony taken in connection therewith, together with th® verdict of 
the Coroner* s Jury, to *2iis Corarueoion, tale verdict staboflt̂ d 
a r*coran?>n<}fitlon that tho Cor>-i onion oomp*)! all rallrao'ta 
op*ratin£ la Cook County to Install a taooem block signal ayst-SB 

on all n&in t̂ aolce nptm whi eh T»ao" ̂ ngor traina ttperate'l. In 
thia connection it In t-- ̂  n-u-^ "'lat the Goran is 31 on in without 
no*ar to ooaroly with th* v^aominflation of thf» Coroner's J-try. 
£h*t attention of Oongr̂ ff** -t̂ s r-?o*ate&ly be&n eallaS to Ste 
neoeaol** of rjvniriius *i i"i of tiionk Slgnalo upon interstate 
railroa-lo. 

?vam tills inrofltl̂ atl r. it aptssars thAt while the or&w 
of th* transfer t̂ cin vi.v tho rul9«, they ha* habitually 
dono eo in tho êot ?i~v>Mt >*m* called to aooount for it by 
their otiuiariora. alth^igh th* offloiala w*r* nor*" or lees 



oognistant af emh violation*!* 3hlle th* transfer araw w*re 
aiipgaaM ta eeeure the i nfo mat!on fwm tha operator relative 
ta tha mo vast ant of regular tralna, the ©fjerntinaf officials had 
no my of knowing -whether or *rat they did aeoure ea-̂ h informa
tion. 

t% ia not anffioltnt for a railroad aoaspnny vr^ly to 
orovlda rulaa to s;ov<vrn tha -aeration of ita trains. It las aa 
absolute fluty imm\ tha #art of tha operating offioi^ls to IznvQ 
beyond quaetion vhether or not tSĵ» rale* ar«s rigidly llv»fl up 
to, tnd inly when thia ia lone can a railroad aompany provide 
Kmt 'â aaur̂  of pretention to wMdft. the traveling public la 
en timid. Sereliotlon of duty by those who are *har$ed with 
the sifting and an *orolr/g af rulaa cannot fail to weaken <?p*~<ot 
for all mlid an-i to render nugatory to a large extant all 
afforto ta rutin tain dlootplina. It la a dangaro^ pr<wtio© 
?«> i*fflj>l.\C(i poal*ivo rul^o by ouotora # 

ĵ r«viuaa aeaidente investigated upon the (frand frunk Rail* 
*ay, particularly those? occurring at Korth Harmon th, MaineA on 
/fabruary 19, 19l;\ and at Fosters, &leh,, on February 6, 1914, 
ahow an «©eedingly lajc enfnpoeuent of rules upon that read, 
and until thia ooadlticm I F remedied, aoaidenta may b© axp5*ete«3 

to aoeur'. 
All the enployaee involved in thia ana Id en t were pi^eri^noal 

mm 4t\?r goad reoo?*d<*, end none had been on duty in violation ef 
the -ioura of aarvloa 


