COMNGSSITONER

CRCM A~ LD <o

IN RF INVECTIGATI N OF Al AGCIDERT “HIOH 76eiTm ~§ TvT

GRAND RAPIDS & INDIANA RATLROAD, NEAR CADILLAG,
HICH., FEBHUARY =6, 1lul4,

April 3, 1918,

On Febsmiry 65, U, taere «an - he ul-on 60lii3i n
between «+ pasdenzer 8T An .mi & (el 2t €2 i1 about txc illen
:auth of Cadillae, Mioh., on th: Geand Repids & Indian: Riil-
rosd, siloh reulted in the watic 0t ¢ o3 loyeex it i (e
Jury o thzes am loyees anii twanty rassen:zer:., After inveati-
satlon of thia agoident, the Chiaf «f the Burew of Safaty
submit i tie following rapcrs.

This agoident ococurred on Liw Horthern Divl 'ion, shioh
1 .0 3dn le track line extenain hotean Comatook Park, Hioch.,
(5.5 wiles mwxth of Grund Ra Lia) o 3iekin. s ivy, "floh.,
dlistance of .al.d miles. Trdn ovioesnat - oo covarnel by $in0
tuble snu traln ordare.  There 5 s amasl hloss 2y ter. An
operation “hioi, afforus .roteotloen to Yulloving wovweonta only.

Approasiin, the oolnt o7 woldont from the norti the
tragl ta t.auweont for sdatange of Cbhout BOUG faet., Trio tan-
Leut e ol . Tluctuntin opsde, e Leat W700 feot baeln on W
caGaing grade, oavin. o sakiag asont ol i.00 e aunt,
There 13 then o ocurve 6 t .o left of O dagress 5 wimites, 4
feset in length, on wn asoanding grade of l.ll por oent, new thoe
southarn emi of whioch the accldent ooourred. Aprroachlne the
roint of aeoidsnt £fror the asouth the tr ok 1- tamxent for W00
foet, on an anoentin Oruae shioh resches 1 naxban of 1, 4

gent, Than Goren d=daugsa ourve ¢t o laft .bont 1< 2.8

in lsnzih on anowaCenidn. cTade of 1.7 or cant, Follove oy
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o tingent 800G feet in length on « praotioally lowvel -xiule, =iloch
connesta with the ourve on which the aocsoident cocurred,

The truins involved w~ore southbound frelght train No,
64 and northbounl passonger train Ro. 5. Traln No. 5%, en
routs from Cuiillao, Mtioh., to Gremd Rapdda, Hioh., oonainted
of v. Gara and - aabosse, haulad by enpine 84, il we Iln oharp@
of Comdiuctor Barrett ana Magineman Williams, It left Caidlllac
At .80 aen. and had prooeeded about two miles vhen It atalled,
It wns while the head end of tra traln smag atandine at this
point that 11 wan strugk by traln No. 5,

Northhound rpansenger train No. 5, en route frorm Grand
Rapida to Maovinss City, *lech,, ocon~i-taodl ~f one rull o.x, one
Shalr aar . theu:. couanes, 211 /' woaien construotion, halaod
oy engine Ne, 3, & man in ab.roe of Contuotor Ennea and En-
pinesan “ganlon., It pweased Hobart, 5,7 wmiles coush of Caulll 0,
b 10,41 8.1., and at about 16,50 w.r, ran intc truin No. 54,

The mail o.x was derailed ani both enuines wore badly
damageild. Fith the 8xdsption of th: enpineg vary il t damn o
wied) smustalned by .y of the g.mipwent, The emuloyess Llliod
#ere the on.ineran Anil fireman of the pansenger train., The
woather wais: a0ld i ali htiy hagzy, but not sufileloentiy o b0
obagure ai:;mnals,

Conlucter Barrett of train No. 53 atated that his train
Atwlled in the anow an: they ware unable ¢ badk out, They be-
Cen taking slaok, wnen a Jdyeurbar rulled cut of tne thirx oy

Lehind she wniine, A awlitoh engine which had beon aoting a- «
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pushsr then out off 1. oeuxs it the caboose nd tock ther busk
to Lhe yard, In tho meantime the conduotor and Flagman
Denareat were ashovelin,, away the smow, when the latsox amw
train Nu. 5 ap; roachin;, As the coniuctor looksd he nutvload
thit the ensine @:0 workin, ateawm, and =anid, "My Gon, oan't he
38¢ that en ine? He mmst have protien by vur flag.®™ Ho had
~ tlme talle reuting roint sith trudn No, 5, but hala no ordeér;
agalnst it s was moving aococordin: to time oaxl sohedule.
Conductor Burrett further a4 :ted thit '8 unv 11y Llapman,
Menchinnky, tart ont sish a flu., th:t he hadl tine envush to
30 o+ afficivn’ dastance to inawre full ~roteotion, ani that he
thourht there wey nothine tc obatruot the vigsw of tio flag by
Lhe un_ine erer ¢ irsdin Hu., O g %he traok e v ahral bt
for about half i ilie o ;o un wa¢ shinln, . He atoted thet
in flag Aing o rod flog nil fuagen are all tht s yenearally ra-
quired, In this ¢ui@ he .lcuhted if tha comiitiona re.ired
t2@ use of toryeuoe -, but Rhou ht Lthe uss «f A torpeio would
havs been pro;er and Lt have werted th. «ooldent, iHin
rewson wea that @ an inerant . attention 1o sornatlie. aivertaq,
anid in muoh omses a tofreio wonld be «oru offestive than : flag
or fuseuw. (o falt cePtidn tihat .la englne onrried torpedoaen,
but hai not gheoked upr when leaving to @es 1£ thia waa so,

Engineran Tilitam.:, of train No. 5, astated that hlae
truln t-dled in the snow wt .40 a.,r,. vl while witin: for
the raturn of tre axltoh engine tie e« brakeman wont cut to

lag ap:dnat train Noo 5 il sqkad shethur it sould bHe 11 21 bt

o taka fdarii_, » borpaio, Thie N, cine .y anawara that 1t v'?un.ld,
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but un rakin, = search none weora found. He admitted that he
wis réaroneible for aselng that hile engine wuas . roperly eqip;ed
<1¢h flagging raterial, ol before leaviny hod lookad to seo
whether hios eénglne was =aprlied «ith lantern, flagse ami fuaseos,
imt had , ald no attention $¢ torpedeoen. Ho atntad that while
they wore waltin: for the awitoh engine to ¢ome baok Firemww Dyer
renarked shat Ho. 5 oould not be on tiwe. Just then he lookad
SPoUuNd andl aaw that train roumiing the ourve. As the train ap-
(roaghe.l he gould haar tho ancinern vorkin. ateam and tne fop
of eagapin, stems on the encindran®s wo well as the firewant
side wna quoh a: ha thourht wan sufficlent to ohaoure the view,
His firorman jumped off and ran soward the oaasen-st tr«dn  ivine
3%0p almala,

Pirevan Dyer stutad th:t +han he firy saw No, H round-
in. the ourve he jweped aul of the oniine and flagred from the
enginean's sido, The oal window win <hut wnd the en -ina wan
working ateam. He aadd that bils ansing noever oaxrled torpedoes
thoush ke woos familiar with the rules condcernin  ithom and thou'ht
the flagman ou ht to have had them, He stuted that he nsad acted
a3 fireman with En.ineman Scanlon of No, 52 .aml kpew tha latter
to be gautiou: in oworvin: aigpwls. Ho thouoht the sapineran
could nut have swen the flag amd attributed the engineman'! . fail-
ure to sse the flag to his running throush a banr of anow whieh
vl gbpoure tho view,

Head Brakemin ¥eol inaskey stated that at about 1¢,:35
et o It d@nt ut o £l gralinat Voo 3, taking +ith Lidim o red

fis, ani o rod fusee, but no torpedoen, as there wers none on
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the engine. Ho wont beyomi tro urve aa. first sa: WHu, » men
1t was Comdng around the hill. A very light onow wne falling
amd the sun Wwas ohinine in atreaks, The mimite Ko, 5 cnme
arounry the ourve on Lo tha straliht tragk he bexag L ivin. ator
nlgnale, sontimuing to do no untll he v foreou off ton trask,
He 1lv . fusee :uut swuny L1 geweral times, i thres it 4 She
0loasei cab wilndos an the en: ine pasnsd Ilm., On agoount 7 te
haavy toam asdayln, fror tha snglnermant'  aide he could ase only
the sian window, In adaiticn, the simd oarrici the unsing asnoke
alone «i%h it wnd he thousHt 11 1.4 w3t Laves obsouras the an~
glnesant . view., [io haard tro on n@esis BLOoa wls #hiatls conlne
toward Hohart., o awed th 1 At v Bo, ¢ coasd Bl T o threw
a funew at It i csag an wfioext 0 Lo, b ko T poo, T
1eAnt whoere hée 2 dandin bon tredn No, D opansed o L o 6O
faev Irouw Yrain No. 53,

Flaguua, Da-arest st.dbad $het :fiur o 06llislop ui-
eurred, he lmedictoly 3t 2tod fur $he Loy @nl, whore g g
dead Brukewsan as@hilnskey, hw Lold ol bt te nae owne ety
Re.. 3 ani where he hal gtood. Fleow w Demarent . : foot rintn
in tne anow iniioating tnat Masonin.key haa been stamiin,, share
he gadd bo hue, A he pleked ur o turnad fugee, tie end of s.ich
lookad as if it had struok some objeot; al o the o#; ol -« fusee
near tho Llaoe whers th® flagman hiad been astanding. IlHu atuated
that thare #aa nothin, t. oLinstruot the view f 1 rad flay at the
tire, hut thou it that  fof; 640 1l Nt iave basn uas i sith ui-
Vit wm An ot0) dn. Ko, 5,

Condguotor Enens f nurthbouxl | aszon ey $raln No. 5
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atated that the first intimation o o my £ 1t .@ woolignt 49 w.an
11 aQtually cogurred. o ala not ses the flougwn of frel.ht
txain Fo. 853 st any $ime, and 1f o flap had beon out he assy neo
reason why the enine: an oculd not have seen L, Thue areed of
t.1: traln at time of wreel wa: sbout X milous n honr. I akded
ticat Liw engineran whigtisd for the rowd orooain, beyon. Hobwrt,

Brokeman Kotolmus of jassenger train No. b states that
he want back with the flagman & freliht train No. 5 socon aftarx
the agcident ani the latter rointed ' the ot A.are he astond
whan ne flegped the rasgeng:esr train, this belny about half o
miita from $he oint of 0olli-lon, Owe 7 tho oacsencers Lold
tra brakeman he hexard the flagman doutdn , ¢ Tia brkerun
himaglf saw te roralnae § ¢ o fhae: wnlo o €la 3san appoerante
ly huas burned,

Bagageman Hookaz «tated that they werse runnine o ut of
Hoburt at A spesu .f frow o0 to $b ~dlea s houz, -hon #lthout
A0y #arnin.; whatever, thoey struok tho frelrht traln.,  Thuere was
nothin, %o indieats that the vrain ha. been {lagred. He notlewmd
that the gab winiow of tha encsine was Lnut e wated thal Thure
4.3 no applloation of the brakes,

Thi: wweeliont =ao guusad by e failurs of En inornn
Seanlon of agsenger train Nu. 3 ;ropexiy to obwsarve and obey
stop signals iver by the flapman of freight train FNo. S2,
The evidence 14 that Flugwnn Masohinakay a@arn 26800 feat vy from
toda trsdn shion he fla e train No. B, and fae the ol nddn  lven
by Bim 3% i, -uxli fuset bean obsaerval t.¢ agcldent enldi no

doubt have been averted.,
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Unider Rule Ho. 718 engineren are required tc sse
that their engines are equipped with the necessary siimal
equipment. BEnginesan Willioam: hul not oboyed this rule amd
did not inow that thoare were no torredosea op the .mgine until
they waro nesded shen tho brakerman woent head to flag., Hal
this rule bean cony-lied with, ani hal Brakenan Husobinskeay
fut Jdown & toruyedo when he aaw nu attention was beln: raild to
fldn atop asigaals, it 1s yomsible the engine arew of train Ko.
4 would Lave heen aarned in time to snablc thew Yo 340 thelr
traln and nrevent the eolliaion,

The enslne grew of train No. 5 had been on Juty iess

than filve hour: 3% the tire  f the sozldont,



