In re Investigation of am &colfdsny
whieh ococcurred on the Georgls
Railroad nesr Union Point,
Ga,, Ootober B7, 19216,

On Qeotober 27, 1918, thers wee a derslilment of e
aasenger train on the Georglie Railrcad neer Union Polct,
8., which regulted in the death of 3 exmployess and the in-
Jury of 1 express moscenger. After loveztigetion of this

geciﬁent, the Chief of the Division of Safety reverts as
ollowst

The main line of the Georgle HRaillrscad, on whish
this acoident ooourred, is & pingle track lins, extending
hetvesn Auguste and Atlsnte, Ga., & distence of 171 miles.
Trein oovenents sre goverred by i1l e<table snd trzin orders,
the latter being trensmitted by telephone. Ko blosk signel
system ig 1n use¢j eastbound trains are superior by dlrectlon,
and traeing in the seme direetion are spaosd by rule.

Westhound prssenger train No. 1, en route from Aungusta
to Atlenta, Ga,, was in cherge of Conduotor Clary end Enginemen
Printup, and oconsisted of loscumotive 202, 1 e¢zpress car, 1
toxbinstion mall end lasgsge ¢ar, and 3 ecaches, all of the
cars being of wouden comstrueticn, with theexce;iion of the
8Xpress oar, whioh had & stsel uaﬁnrrrame. This train left
Augusts st 6.30 &. m., o8 tlue, passed Crawfordvllle, the
last open telegraph office, 64.46 miles beyond Auguste and
11.66 miles esst of Union Point, &t 9,10 &, m., 14 mimutes
late, end at 9.87 a, m., while treveling at & zpeed of about
40 milus an hour, Tan lnto ap open sSwitgh--the eact switeh
of the Upnlon Point peesing treck, loestedl sbout 4,500 feet
east of the stetion at that ploce--and wes derailed, Train
Ro. 1 wee 3 or 4 niputes late at the tine of dersilmest,

The appesrance of the wreckage lofjiceted that the
exprese oar wasx the I'irst to be derailed, its forwsrd end
leading off to the lert, pulliing the englne and tender from
the rrile snd ceusing them to turn over on thelir left side.
The tr.oks of fthe first esr tore up the track end caused the
derallnent of the followlng three ocars, Only the front truck
of the fourth car wae derailed, the rcar truck remaining on
the track, directly ovexr the switeh points. The Trser oar
reuained on the track. The snginemsnd aad Tireman, snd an
alr brake Ainspector, who was riding on the lceamnﬁiva, were
kKilled in the =zcoident.

In the vieinity of the scoldent, the main track i
1aid with 80-pound rails, B3 feet in length, on sbout 20 pine
ties to the rall, the track in genersl belng well maintained,



o

The passing track is lald with 6Z.pound reils, the switeh
and lesd rsils, however, belng 80~pound rails,

Aprroaching from the east there is a Z.4egres ocurve
$o the right, 750 feet in length, followed by E,;1l72 feet of
tengent to the switoh, there being & &% usceading grede for
westhound traine for about 2,000 feet approaching the point
of aceident. Peglaning at the eastern enéd of the tangent
zentioned, the view of the switeh 18 unobstruated. The  asse
ing siding involved 1ls on the south side of the main track,
The weatier at the time of aceident wes clear,

The switch at which this ascocident ocourred is & froing-
poing switeh. Xt 1s operated by a Weir switohstand, located
on the south side of the nain track, the operating levey
being sbout three feot above the base of the switch: The 4dls.
tanos from the riddle of the traok to the center of the switohe
gtand 1s 9 Tfest 3 inohes; the distance from the base of the
switoh to the top of vhe target is & fest 9 inehes. The target
displays white when the switeh is closed, and red when it is
Quan, While the colors were only Thkrly distinszulsheblie, 1t
heving been about slx months aince the target was last nainted,
it wap learmned, upon obaervation from the otsb of a locomotlve,
under weather conditions simliar to those prevailing st the
tirne ol scoident, that the indications were plainly visidle
from e pointg 1,800 fest dlatanb.

Conductor Clery stated that the spesd of his trein was

30 or 55 miles am hour, upproaching the east switsh of the
Union Point pessing traock, thet he felt the brekes belag
applied Just before the derallment ooccurred; it was theu 3.87
&, sie He stated that imuedlately after the accident ha went

$o the locowodtive, but neither saw nor noard anyone in ascd

of aaplatance, He then went bavk to the switeb and found it
set Loy the passing traockj snd, upm looking at the swltuehatand,
found the laver latohed, the ojen look, however, having been
pleced in the waia~line latebk., ~Conductor Clary ateted that he
thought he wad the lirst person to esumine the switch after the
socident, he having seen no one near it, snd that ne called the
ettention of uis flepms ané other .ersons to the position of
the switok. He further stated that the Tyonit truck of the

nimrd cer was off the traol, the wheelg of the rusr truock being
over the switah poinis, making it impossible to ccange the
swliteh, He stated thut 1f there was &y gar, locomoltlve or
hand oar on the passiny track et the tlue, 1t was at the west
end, but that, sc far as he koew, there waz nons, He also stated
that the switeh ip Just within yvard 11-its, but that theére was
o pertioulsar speed at which trains were required to travel
within yard limlita.

Flaguan Hauklund stated that he thought the speed of
his traln apyrosching the polnt of derallient was 36 or 40
rlles am hour, snd that hLhe falt an emergency aprlication of
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the brakes just before the derailnent offfarred. Alter the
derailment he zot out of the oar in wiioh he was rliding and
atarted back to flag. The conductor ¢alled to him vhen he wad
about half a esyr length beyond the train, aud, on locging baak,
te sew the red indication of the switeh targe%;

Faglueman Brisendine, of extre B7, & westbound light
easgine which reached Uniocn Point at B.&E2 a, m., and wi.lch was
the tast train to pess the awlteh prior to the moeident, stated
that nls treain ysssed the switol &t B sypeed of 15 orl? miles
sn hour, And that the target tuen disp ayed the white iudice-
tion, the switoh belng yrouerly closed. He stabed thaes the
target, slthough an the left or firezan's side of the traok, had
bosn viaibls to him on this trip as his train was roundiag the
eurve nearly ome-i8lf ulie east of the coint of socldent, and
that that would be = sufficient distence in which to briag to
a abtop & neavy freight train traveling at a syeed of b ur 30
miles an hour, He stated furtner tnat he did unot see suy person
near the awlteh,

Traok Forewsn Caldwell stated that ce and his wen are
rived at Union Polint st 8,30 8. w., sad during all of the lnw
terval between that time and the time of acsldent worked at
a pleoce about one~half mile west of the switoh., He stated
that he did not ses sny trzin use the scuth rassing track
during that tine, He siated toat ne rad & xey to the «wiltoh,
it that none of hLis men had ome, and that his <ey was not
out of his possesslon on tne wmorning o»f the accident, He
stated that ne reached the .oint of acocldeat aboat 10 minutes
after its coourrence, hisg desorytion of the switoh corresyond-
inz with that of Qonductox Clary. He further stated tazat
there were nuite & number of ceople hurrying to tas scane of
agoident and se thersfore did not look for any stranger or
sther persca who might have thrown the switoa.

Conduotor Watson, of train No. 50, an eastbound vas-
gengerT #raln on the Athene Division, the essterm tormious of
wiilch ie Unlon Point, where treinm Ho. %0 srrived at 9.15 a. wm.,
gtated Tthet he went to the voint of a¢eldent imusdietely after
its ocourrence, snd theat wen he rescped the switehsiand ae
cloced the leek, whish ‘28 1n the msin-line latel, in order to
yrevent any one from moving it. Qe furteer stated tust the
locomotive and Tirst four osps were Jderailed, that the rear end
of the third car lesned toward end blocked the .:ain line,
thet the front truok of the fourth car wes off the rails snd
the rear truck was standiag over the switeh roints.

Supervizor Wllliems stated that he rescred the acene
wf accident &t 10,15 or 10.20 a, m., found the mwlich set for
the paseing track, the lever down, and the open lock in the
mRin-line leton. He stated that either the reusr truck of the
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fourth ear or the front truck cf the rear cer rozted on the
switoh -oints, He stated that #ftey the wreckege ves clerred
swry the switeh wes In proper operating conditicn, He aleo
ateted that he reaeived a2 reassca from Operator Newson st Unlon
Point, under date of Qctober £Fth, that the lightz on the switoh
invelved tnd bhesn filled cn Ootober RB4th, neth?ag uevivg sinos
been dore to them, He forther steted that he received 2 nese
gege from the operstor, deted Ogtober 2&th, rezdiry zz Followst

"hw vaosble to say het troin vaed the
ezst switer leet -vior to zeeideut. To thae
best of ry knowledgce, it .23 not used by eny
train efter 7.90 a. ©. yesterday.“

Chief Low and Bpecisl Agent Yurbrough stated thet on
Jepuery 10th there was e Binllisr acoident om this reilroed at
Bwordsa, Ge., end st thet tirve sve-leolon wer pleced on e dis-
ohsrged colored emrloyee, who rad in his woseeeelion = switeh
key. Tbie men wes sdvised to appesr before sn off!oser, Tutb
diserpesTed snd nefr not gince been seer, He astated that the
switoh end switchstand et Swords were of the seme :eke ar thoge
et Unlom Pcocict,

This acoidenrt was ocaused directly by trein Mo, 1 running
icto en orem switeh, resultivg 1n the dersllzent of the trein,
According to the testimony of the tra<k fore-¢a, no tralnes uvgsd
the south pessing treck betveen 6.30 =. 7. 8nd the tire of asei-
dent. ¥hen vostbound extra £7, ehich arrived rt Union Folnt
&t 8,82 8., ., recsed the cwiteh it ves clored, end the cvidence
1= trat ne enploree veed the switeh letwe-n thet tize snd tine of
the dersllment, It 18 therefore belleved thet this switch =8
opened dy some unauthorized -erson with malicicne intent,

While Cond:ctor Clery steted thet no perticulay speed
ves required within yerd limits, Rule 9?2 of the opereging rules
of this reilrcad provides in part a5 follows!

"Ireins auet spproach verd licits ander contrl,
and run serefully throush the limits, expeoting to
find the wain track ocecurled,”

The Invastigetion developed thet Alr Brave Inmz-eotur
¥hiteslde w25 riding on the loccantlve, he Lefpgkl'led in the
sccident, He roerded the trein at Augusate, hevisg besn in-
ptructed to mttend to some duties on the Athens Divisicn et
Unicn Point. He rode 1a the coeches 2 far a2 Pobirsen, the
lact stztion tefore regching the pript of eccident, vhere he
toarded the locomotive, He waz 1n jossesolon of an snnual
pass, vhich +as indorecd Plood on Freight Trairs 2nd Loosono-
tives,™ although Mrster Maeghanic Attridge stated, in &
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letter to the superintendent of motive rower and esui ment,
that Air Braxe Iuspector ¥nliteside &d not been instrictad,
either by him or by eny one else in snthority, %o ride on the
locomotive of trsin Ho, 1 on the dey of the =ccident, It ia
possitle that hie rrecerce on the locomotive saused Enginecsn
Printup to uegieoct nle dutles to a certeuin exteat, for uod he
peen fully ooncerned with the sarfety of his trein be would
heve brought the specd, whlech es 38 or 40 miles ~»n houy, undey
eontrol approeching the verd linit, as requlired by Rule 75,
and would !.ave gec¢n the yed Bwitoh target in time Lo etop hls
trein before reacilie the switol,

Ipginenan Priatup wes suploved as a fire.an in 1884,
was Lromoted to engiuewan Decesber ¥, 1£88, and h=d & good
record. At the tire f secident the crew af train No., 1 hed
been on duty & bours end 7 nimubtes.



