
In re Investigation of an accident 
which occurred on the Georgia 
Railroad near tJnion Point, 
Ga., October E7 t 1916* 

ON October 87, 191©, there was a derailment of a 
passenger train on the Georgia K&ilroad neer Union Poi-t, 
&&#, which resulted in the death of 5 employees and the in* 
jury of 1 express messenger. After investigation of this 
accident, the Chief of the Division of Safety reports as 
follows t 

The &ain line of the Georgia Railroad, ON ̂ftiefe 
this accident occurred, is a single track line, extending 
between Augusta and Atlanta, a distance of 171 mi lee. 
Train m^mmts are governed by ti stable and train orders, 
the latter being transmitted Ijy telephone. Ho bloeir signal 
system is in use} eastbound trains are superior by direction, 
and trains in the same direction &re spaced by rule* 

Westbound passenger train Ho% 1, em route fros Augusta 
to Atlanta, Ga,, was IN charge of Conductor Clary and toginemem 
Pri&tup, and consisted of locomotive SOS, 1 express car, X 
combination mall and t&ggage ear* ma 5 coaches, a U of the 
care belog ©F wooden construction, with thŝ exeerfcion of the 
express oar, which had a steel underframe. This tr&la left 
Augusts at 6*30 a* m*, on tl: a, passed Crmwfordville, the 
last open telegraph office, 64*46 miles beyond Augusta and 
11.66 miles east of Union Point, at 9.10 a* m.t 14 minutes 
late, and at $.87 a. nu, while traveling at a speed OF about 
40 miles an hour, ran into an open switch—the @&&t awl tab 
of the Union Joint passing track, located about 4,500 feet 
east OF the station at that place—end was derailed* Train 
KOT 1 was 3 or 4 minutes late at the time of derailment* 

The appearance of the wreckage Indicated that the 
express oar was the first to be derailed, its forward end 
leading off to the left, pulling the engine sad tender from 
the rails and causing them to turn over on their left aide* 
The trvoke of the first OAR tore up the track and caused the 
derailment of the following three cars* Only the front truck 
OF the fourth ear was derailed, the rear truole regaining ON 
the tracJc, directly over the switch points* The rear car 
retrained on the track. The enginema and fireman, and an 
air bra&s inspector, who was riding on the locomotive, were 
killed In the accident. 

IN the vicinity of the accident, the main traofe is 
laid wll|i 80*pound rails, 33 feet In length, ON about to pine 
ties to the rail, the track in general being well maintained. 



The passing track is laid with 6?>-peund rails, tha switch 
and lead rails, however, being ©O-pouad rails* 

Approaching from the east there is a g-degree curve 
to the right, 750 feet in length, followed by S,17£ feet of 
tangent to the switch, there being a ,6$ ascending grade for 
weethouad trains for about £,000 feet approaching the point 
of accident» Beginning at the eastern end of the tangent 
mentioned, the view of t&e switch is unobstructed* The pass­
ing siding involved is on the south side of the main track* 
The weather at the tiraa of accident was clear* 

The switch at which this accident occurred is a feeing-
point switch. It ia operated by a Weir switohstand* located 
on the south side of the r/*ain track, the operating lever 
being about three feet above the base of the switch* The dis­
tance from the Riddle of the track to the center of the switch-
stand is 9 feet 3 Inches; the distance from the base of the 
switda to the top of the target is 6 feet 9 inches* The target 
displays white when the switch is closed, and red when it ie 
open* While the colors were only fairly distinguishable, it 
having been about six Months since the target wee last painted, 
it was learned, upon observation from the cab of a locomotive, 
under weather condition* sirsix&r to those prevailing at the 
time of accident, that the indications were plainly visible 
free* a point 1*800 feet distant* 

Conductor Clary stated that the speed of hla train was 
30 or 35 miiea an hour, approaching the eaat switch of the 
Union Point passing track, that he felt the brakes being 
applied Just before the 4erailment occurred, it was then 9*S7 

a* fie stated that immediately after the accident ha went 
to the locomotive, but neither saw nor hoard anyone in need 
of assistance* He then went back to the awl ten and found it 
set for the passing traok $ and, upon looking at the awl tabs tend, 
found the lever la toned, the open look, however, having been 
Placed in the x̂ aia-line latch* Conductor Clary stated that he 
thought he w&& the first person to examine the switch after the 
aoeldent, he having seen no one near it, end that he called the 
attention of 'uis flagaa and other persons to the position of 
th© switch. He further atated that the front trick of the 
third o&r was off the track, the wheels of the ruer truck being 
over the switch points, making it impossible to cuenge the 
switch* He stated that if there was any oar, looomotive or 
hand car on the passing track at the tl&e, it was at the west 
end, but that, so far as he knew, there was none* Be also etated 
that the switch is just within yard 11 its, but that there m e 
no particular speed at which trains were required to travel 
within yard llxslta* 

yi&guian Hauklend stated that he thought the speed of 
his train approaching the point of derailment was 55 or 40 
miles an hour, and that he felt an emergency application of 
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the brakes just before the derailment oftgurred* After the 
derailment he got out of the oar in which he was riding and 
started baek to flag. The conductor called to him when he was 
about half a oar length beyond the train, and, on looking baek, 
he saw the red indication of the switch target* 

Xngluemaa Brieeadine, of extra 37, a westbound light 
eoglne which reached Unioa Point at 6»£2 a* xtu, and wklch vms 
the test train to pass the switch i>rior to the accident, stated 
that hi& train passed the swito'a at a ®pe©d of 1& a? 17 miles 
an hour, and that the target then displayed the white indica­
tion, the switch being yrQverXy closed. Se stated ths* the 
target, although on the left or fireman*© side of the tr&cie, had 
been visible to hi® on this trip as his train was round!ag the 
curve nearly oae--.aif mile east of the ôitit of aeelAeut, and 
that that would be a sufficient distance in which to bring to 
a stop a heavy freight train traveling at a a^eed of UR 30 
mile® an hour* He staged further tnat he did not see any person 
near the awl tea* 

Track foreman Caldwell stated that ue and his um ar­
rived at Union Point at 6.30 a, au» and duriag all of THE In­
terval between that tJUae and the time of aooideat worked at 
a plaoe about one-half mile west of the switch* He stated 
that he did not see any train use the south %.®&&m$ trace 
during that time, He stated tnat ne RAD a KEY to the switch, 
but that none of his men had o&e, and that his KEY was not 
out of nis possession on trie morning of the aoai&ant. Re 
stated that urn reached the .joint of acaideat afeoat 10 minutes 
after its occurrence, his deeorig&ton of the switch correspond­
ing with that of Conductor Olary. He further stated tnat 
there were cults a number of people hurrying to tae scene of 
accident aiao ae therefore did not look for any stranger or 
other person who might have thrown the est! ton. 

Conductor Watson, of train Bo* §0, an eastbouad pas­
senger grain on the Athene Division, the eastern terminus of 
^hich i« Union Pol'it, where train .No. &0 arrived at 0*1§ a* is* • 
stated that he went to the ooint of accident immediately after 
its oeourreuee, end that •.71 en he rearned the *swltone Land ae 
eloeed the locic, which 'as in the ̂ tain-iin© latch, in order to 
prevent may on® from moving it. 3e furtner stated that the 
locomotive and first four o&vs were aerailed, that the rear end 
of the third car leaned toward and blocked the *£al& line, 
that the front truck of the fourth car was off the rails and 
the rear truck -̂ as standing over the switch points* 

Supervisor Williams stated that he reached the scene 
of accident et 10#18 or 10 *c0 a. zo •« found the switch set for 
the passing track, the lever down, and the open lock in the 
^8 in-line latcn. Ee stated that either the rear truck of the 
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fourth ear or the front truok of the rear car rested on tbe 
switch ?o5nts. He stated that ^fter the wreckage r?S cleared 
swey the switch waa in proper operating condition, He also 
stated that he received a vtesm/m from Operator Sfewsoa at Union 
Point, under date of October £9th, that the lights on the switch 
involved M d been filled on October £4th, nothing having since 
been done to them. He farther stated tbat >*e received e mes­
sage from the operator, dated October 28th, resdlrg ?s follows* 

"Am unsble to say net trrln need the 
east EWltoS" laet -rior to eeoifleut, To ths 
beat of mf knowledge, It k sa not used by say 
train efter 7,00 a. aw yesterday.* 
Chief tew and Special Agent f&rbrough eta ted that oil 

January 10th there wae a similar accident on this railroad at 
Swords, Ga«, end at that tive suspicion WSF pieced on a dis­
charged colored enrtloyee, Wbo âd In his possession a switch 
key. This Ken was advised to appear before sn offi aer, ^ut 
disappesred end ^es not slpoe bean seei1• He stated that the 
switch and swltchstand at Swords were of the same *eke a; those 
at Union Point, 

This accident was caused directly by trein Ho. 1 running 
Into en oren switch, result lt*fc IE the derail^est of the treia* 
Aocordiag to the testimony of the tragic foremen, so trains ae^d 
the south pesslac track be to-? en 0,30 a. and the tirre of acci­
dent, Then vGstbound extra £7, vhicb arrived et Union Point 
at 8.&£ e. passed the rwlteh it *es closed, and tbe evidence 
ie t^at no employee vcs-d the switch Let* eon tfcst ti its and time of 
the derailment. I t is therefore believed thtt this switch ^as 
opened by some unauthorized person with uialiclnas intent. 

While Conductor Clery stfctcd thtt no particular t^eed 
was required within yard limits, Eule 92 of the opereltn? rules 
of this reliroad provides In part as follows; 

MTrains aust approach verd lirits under control, 
and run sarefully through tbe limits, expecting to 
find the •sain track occupied*" 

tbe Investigation developed th*>t Air Bra\e Injector 
Whiteside wae riding on the locomotive, he- tefcflgkl1 led la t^ 1 0 

accident. He toarded the trpia at Au&uate, havleg lae^n in-
etructcd to attend to some duties on the Athens Division at 
Union Point. E© rode ia the eoerhrs cs far ®& P©bli*s©n, the 
leui station before regshing tUe print of accident, where he 
boarded the locomotive. He was in /ossesaion of an annual 
pass, which ,Mas indorsed p0ood ©a Freight Trains and Looono-
tlves,* although Master Mechanic Attridge stated, in a 



letter to the superintendent of motive power ana eoui;-sment, 
that Air Brefee Inspector 'Whiteside '.&d uot been instructed, 
either hy him or by any one el^e in friith^rlty, to ride on the 
locomotive of train Ko. 1 on the day of the accident. It ie 
possible that hit? presence on the locoi&otive caused Engineman 
Printup to iiegleot hie duties to a certain extent, for had he 
been fully concerned with the safety of his train be would 
have brought the spe^d, *hloh BS 3S or 40 miles n̂. hour, under 
control approaching the yard liuit, as required by Rule 
and would Lave seen tbe refi &%ltch target in time to £top his 
train before rt^aohi^ the switch* 

£&Sine&an Printup *aa employed as a fireman in 1834f was promoted to engineman Beoe&ber V, 1CS8, and h&d a. good 
record. At the tirie of accident the crrw of train 3la« 1 had 
been on duty $ hours and tuiautes* 


