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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT TVHICH OCCURRED 
OIT THE CEORGIA RAILROAD NEAR SOCIAL CIRCLE, GA., Gil OCTOBER 
18, 1920. 

January 1921. 

On October 18, 1930, there ^as a derailment of 

a passenger t r a m on tne Georgia Railroad near Social 

Circlej C-a,, vhich resulted m tne death of 1 passenger 

and i employee and the injury of 13 passengers and 3 

employees. 

After investigation of tnis accident the Chief 

of tne -->ur-3au of cafety ",a; at ̂  the follo^mg report. 

T;i3 accident occurred on tne /.air. lino of tne 

Georgia Paalioad e<!:en m ~ oet^een Atlanta, Ga. and 

Ai ,^ ._3ta , Ga., t P n - „ of 1" 1 nil:s. The line i? single 

t.'ac/, an*, t.ie j T _e T ant of t r a m s m ;o,Terned cy tmetabac 

and t r a m o'mer No 'or. of olocl cimal system I-3 m 

A; the point cf accident tne line exten - ea^t 

anc .73 t m 1 3 tangent for a considerable J.I stance m eacn 

mrection. Approacnmg fro-* tne veit tbers 1 7 a "legeend­

ing gralcj o: ,~? p=r cent f o j mout 1 ale, The accident 

o-cuired at a .cir.t abom 1 u e a^st of Social Circle at 

a facing point 3 itch l^eJirt off Fro.'J tie naa r. line toward 

tne -ojth to the pi-„nt of tie V 1 r p r . 1 1 and Carolina Cil 

rill. ikpproaohir.-; fro-; the 'rest tnere 1 1 an laobttructed 

vier foi ;.o:o trim 1,00J feet. Tn*- .fea+her st tne ti.ie 

•vas cl z ir. 

In'2 t r a m involve 1 mas eastoomu passenger t r a m 

No, ^ oper j t m g odt "oon ̂ tlai^c anl A u g t s-ta., an.^ 7as in 
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charge of Conductor Kaslett and Engineman Partee. It ^a? 

hauled oy locomotive 20? an I oon->isteu of 1 ba 0gage-mail 

car, 1 oa_. _a _e-coaoh, 1 ccacn and I Pal Irian sleeping cars. 

Tne second o r fro' tne engine ^as of wooden construction, 

tne first j third, fourth, and sixth were of steel under frame 

construction, *rhile the second, fifth a m ze^snth cars were 

cf all-steel construction. Tne t r a m left Atlanta at 

8e55 p.n. 15 mmute s late, arrived at Social Circle, tne 

last open telegraph office at 10.30 p. n. i"et estcound 

extra 134 and departed at 10,3 7 p. I. , 13 minutes late and 

was derailed, at the switch leading tc the Virginia and 

Carolina Oil Co 1 s track at 11, '-=Z p. r>. , mile running at a 

speed 8 st m a t 3d to have rser cat ;een 30 and 35 .lies per 

nour. 

Tne e n g i n e and t ,ro forward cars continued on tne 

m a m 1 m s and o e to a stop with the rear of the second 

car 750 feet east of the point of tne switch. Tne wheels 

of the e n g i n e , first car ana for./arl track of tne second 

car renamed on the rails. Tne ascend car cai e to rest 

-vith its front end on tne .-am line courleu to the first 

cai, its rear end sflrun̂  to the ,outh of tne a m line 

resting against a loaded freight car -?ta_mmg on the suing. 

The rear truck of this car has osen torn away an^ half of 

tne right s m e wa^ torn a, ray ami partly filleo /ath "tlpnuri 

acid jn palverited to 2^ vnch tie CTOI nt car contained. The 

tciru car came to re^t on tne stdm 3 a-oat "CO feet oemnd 

tie rear of tne second car M t h its right side oadiy 

dara^ed an ooth tr^c>s missing. Tne fourth car was 



immediately oehmd &he m i r d car vita I T S forward trucks 

raising, its rear - ruck on tne rails of the siding prac­

tically undamaged ar.o tne remainder cf tne t r a m was on 

tne aiding vith all vheels on the rails except the for­

ward truck of the sixth car. 

The trick m the vicinity of the accident is laid 

n t h 30 pound reils, 33 feet m length, with pine and cy­

press ties, 13 to 30 to tne rail, The^e are single spiked, 

no tie plates ceirg used. Tne track is "ballasted vith cin­

ders, m _ood condicion and veil maintained. 

The dWiteh involved is known as the L. & IT. 

Standard, tr_is type of s~itcn ?em_ m 0eneral use on tne 

3eor 0ia Railroad. It is of the '"en type and make, the 

stand is of the ^eaia'-" hei^.-rt vith tar 0et and oil lamp 

7 feet above the nead olc;.-:, no springs are used. The 

operatic, lever aen m motion travels on a table or guide 

with suitable notches to receive nandle or lever when set 

for m a m line or <side track. The handle or lever is a 

solid oar of iron 3-jr inches in diameter and about 20 inches 

m length ^ith a ninge or knuckle at the outei end of table 

or guide to permit it to nang in a vertical position para­

llel vitil tne switch stand when set for either m a m line or 

siumg. Tne nandle is slotted to fit over a lock poet se­

cured to switch stand, the post n a v m g ar. eye-nole to re­

ceive tne lock. Vhen the lever is -noved to either m a m 

line or sidmg position tie nandle -fill drop of it - o.vn 

wei^nt into tne notch on table or guide and over xsy post. 



Tiro efficient steps or latches are there oy pro-

viuedj one of v-ich m tne notch on gtide or ta?le and the 

other b e m 0 tne look post exte i .m . tnroagh the slot in the 

handle. ^ sit at up Tari -.overrent cf the handle will free 

it from, lo^ . post, hat tne ban lie must be raised to the 

ncrisontal position oefora it is free fro^ nctc^ m guide 

or sa;ie. The bridle 1 0 I : are jelov tne ,urface of the 

switch tifloCTs to project them against damage fro a any-

f n m ^ dragging oi. a moving '•ram, «~_1 tiioers under 

switch au.L flog ^ere rename I witnin 30 aays prior to the 

accident and -ere m first class condition. Tne switcn fro f a 

an. all 3 "ii.cn connections "ere found m fir-_t class coa-

-1113.. an 1 urica-a a . 3::c=.̂ t m a t one of tne t ttO spring coxes 

cr nou in3 3 on frog mis :ioKen. 

Tne first • arks of the derailment were found 

aoout 37 feet east cf the 3 utcn points apparently being 

c 1-o.e DP on-2 pair of "heel~-. These a:"/" corfiniec1. up to"^ e 

a p , m a of frog, ^ ere the ties nere badly splintered and 

tr"ok tern up. 

Snginerran Partee of t r a m ivo. 4 stated that as ni 

t r a m approaonea t,.e switch ne SIT that it di playeu a wnite 

light much indicated tnat it ras set for tne ~ a m line. Es 

noticed nothing unu-.ua! in passing over it ; af that time 

ne believed he '-as running about 30 or 35 miles per nout. 

He thoagritnis engine vas about opposite a freijat car asa cb 

stoovj. on the ali;.-:, asout 400 feet east cf the poirf c± 

tne 3 "iter. .aen ne first felt tre effects 01 tre derail­

ment. He statea tnat the Drake-, of his t i a m ^ere working 
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in a proper n inner ana. that after the accident he nade an 

examination of tne engine and traan and coula find nothing 

wnicri would be lively to cause the derailment. Shortly 

after the accident in company vith Conductor Haslett he 

went to tne svitch an„L found, it set for tie si ling witn 

the handle Town in position and the light cuxnmg an! dis­

playing red. The switch lo^k ras locked ana lying on tne 

s..Titcn tie at tne base of tie switch. Tne switch pointJ 

fitted and the gvitcn vor:ed i.roperly when they tried it. 

Conductor Haslett cf f r ^ m I\To. 4 stated tnat 

leaving Social Circle he was xi Ling in the second car fror 

the engine, hci+ly after departing tne car be a n to rock 

a r i L ae r e a l m m _ ; .at tnere -as f o u d e an" started 

for the signal coid, out vas tcrown nown before ne could 

re&cn it, m e n he ^ot up the t r a m had stooped. After 

getting out of tne car ne started jack to f m d the rear 

portion of the t r a m and on nio way passed tne svitcn. He 

examined, the switch "rith mgmeiran Partee, tr_is was aoout 

7 ox 3 u mute- after accident occurred. -is e^fci.iated tne 

speed of tne t r a m to have been aocut J ilei per hour 

as one tine tns derail-ent occurred. 

Conductor Pern, ^no ̂ e t r a m wa= tie last tc use 

tne -Jviton prior to tne accident, stated that when his tra 

f i n ^ m e : its *ork on the siding about 7-30 A. II. on tne 

day of the accident, na saw his :> rake nan clo^e the svitcn 

ana lock tne lei'er m po:ition fox tne J a m track. This 

statement is al^o aorre out oy bra^ei an Lie Kinney ''ho wa3 

standing on tne top of one of tie ~ox cars cf tne t r a m 
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ax tee time. 

Bre-^o .an " i l l J"", o_ the a ? c ? e t r a m , sta.ee. 

tnat vnen the r c m ^e co gtletec ne tnret tne switch for 

the - a m line, enu. leered it, pulled tne c n a m a couple cf 

ti 'es and lookel at tne s "iter, points. He state", that it 

is i 'co^i'ile to re-ove tne /.ey from tne loch without lock­

ing a t . In nis opinion it wuull he mpossi f'3 for the 

passing trams to onange tae position of tne s "itch l3T_cr 

even tnougn not locked ,im a switch lock, tne position 

of tne 3 fit on cannot be change . w i thou t rai =mg tne lever 

to a horizontal to it lot, 

P u l l m a n Conductor Lmely -tatscl tnat t"o o^ his 

Passengers riJir.g m tne rear cat tola m m that after tney 

felt tne f i r r u joxt they -ent to the rear platform and 

looke I out an., as tne t r a m gassed tne switon they saw a 

m n standing clos - 3 ~y at, 
1 Engine-nan '.Tetb of gxtra 15-= est icn passed c"3i 

the svitm m question about ten r mutes before the derail­

ment occurred stated tnat '"hen nis trair passed the ^ttteh 

i t ui-playe^ a mute lihht and tna: ne ".id not n o t i c e any-

t n m g Trent 'itn it. 

Supervisor T""illiam= itatod t n a t afte_L tne accident, 

he ^ade an examination of tne swatch and with tne exception 

of the broken housing to the ggrmg on tne frog c-used by a 

vneel, fovn it m goo. con itioi a n t r c r/i ; r . -roperly. He 

oelieve 5 that tne c:.I jtrtotion o' tne s itch is s icn tnat it 

^ould ce impossible for the position o"1" tne r : c n ~z oe 

onanged without actually raising the handle and tnrowmg 
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lt around. He doe3 not believe it possinle to have been 

thrown out of adjustment by a passing train. 

Investigation disclosed no defect m the track or 

equipoent whiON could in any/nave caused tnis accident. 

It is believea tnat tnis derailment was caused 

by the switch c e m g throat: between tne trucks of the second 

car of the train by some unknown person. 

Tne fact tnat tne front portion of the t r a m held 

to tne n a m track and that the remainder took tne siding 

and that the position of the switch after the accident vas 

set for the s u m , together with the construction of tne 

S i 7 i t : h warrants this conclusion. 

Tnere v s evidence to sno tnat the day before the 

accident tnere nad been some troable vitn several negro 

track laborers over tneir refusal to lay rails and tnat 

tne Foreman hal disonargel tnem fxon tne service, and it is 

known that one of these men had a switcn key in his posses­

sion and lived not far from tne scene of tne accident. 

At tne time of the accident the ere 7 of train 

No. ± has ceen on duty 2 nours 30 minutes and the engine 

ere", nad been on duty 8 hours ±Q minutes m tne aggregate 

since t n e n last full rest period and were not on duty m 

violation of the provision^ of the Hours of Service Act. 


