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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDE:T WHICE QCCURRED
OI' THE CEQRGIA RAILROAD NEAR SQCIAL CIRCLE,GA.,ON OCTOBER
L&, 192G,

January 18, 1921.

On Cctower 18, 1932, there was a derailrent of

& rassenger “raln on tne Georgia Railroad near Social
circle, Ca., vhich resulted in tne death of 1 passenger
and 1 erployee and the injury of 13 passencgers and 3
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Soorzia Uaaliecal edten 1mt o3treen Atlaata, GA. and

AL o3t Ga., . o ses~lL ol 171 rmalcs,  The lice 13 osiacle
tracs, an. tne Uwev3atr of Lraing 1o toverned cy ticenavice
A% TrAlL OTLET .. o for. of 2lccl 2inal 3rstew 13 1n
u3e,

A2 ths »oint cof aczidesat tne 1line oxten - e€ast
and T2 T . 13 Tan’lent Ior a Conelderadie .staace 1n eaco
LIISBCTION, Apsroacnin., fro~ Sae 7ett ther? 17 a escend-
1.3 2raie ol 7 og2Er oZont o2 Lsout 1 o.1les,  The accidEnt
27ouIrec at o o.cint akws.t Looole z2ost of GSoewal Cirele as
Lorasicy soint 3ntch 13alirt off fros vte walg line tomard
To® Couth So the olant of fie Vair i1nin andg Cerolina Cil
w311 approachins: {ros tha *jest Srere 13 an Lnorstructed
viay ol roTe t2an 1,000 fees, Tonr weathez 2% toe tiae
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charge of Conductor Haslett and Enzineman Partee. It wac

haule. o locowmotive 307 ac
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w1stea of 1 Ha_raze-rall

cxr, 1 sa_ a_e-ceoach, 1 ccaca ant @ fullman slespinz cars.

Tre s2zord cam fros tae 2zzing mas of wmooden constiruction,
sne first, third, fourth, and sixtz weres of steel underirant

construcuicen, 7kils the second, Ii1fth an. :zeventh cars were
¢ all-steel c-onstru.otion. Trne train left A<lanta at
e e 1D maimutes e, arrived 3t Social Carcl tr
8.55 p.r. 1 imutes late, t Yocial Carcle, tae
3% open tele raph office at 10,3 . Il. 78T e€s3TcoLnd
lass open tele_raph fice at 10,50 e e oL

eftra 134 and derartei at 10,37 Z. 1.
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wa3 derailed av the 3-itch leadinz ve the Virzimia and

Carolina 01l Co's tzack ay 11,0 p. 1., impile runnial at a

spesd estinmatad to wave czor oot een 30 ana 35 .1les per

aJour,

Tre @én 1ine ani two Torwar’ cairas corntinued con 49
rain linz and cire to a ztop with the rear of the <econd

ar 750 fe
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t east of the point of 4tne switch. The wheels
of the en_17e, first ¢ar anu forgar. truck of the second
car remained om the r21ls, Tna -~eccnd car ca. ¢ to rest

¥.52 1ts fronv end on tae -ain lire couvrlew to the firast

c4i, 1%3 1€ar 2nl swun_. to tha .ovth of tas a1n lins
re=sin. azainst a loaced freizht CLr staa.in’ on the 3311107,
e rear trock »f this car has ozen torn avay an. nalf of

we Tre f‘)‘.e c1ar Ae.';lg .
tas Tizht sius ¥aa tornm away am. partly {iilev nth ulpoari.
acid 1n sulverized foo~ viich Ste fre. At cwr contailnced. The

- - - - I - - -~ r 1
712w Car Carre to rest on tne 2ndir. a~ouan 27 feet penind
- . - = A - E - -~ ~= ~nf3

.3 rTear oI tng Tegccnd c3ar witn it r1ichy szoe sadly

h $T.773 missing. Tne fourth car was
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1881, 1T r truc on tns rails of the siding prac-
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tically urdarazed a=nd
tae si1dinz vith all vhesls on the railis excent the for-

ward truck of the zi1xth car,

The track i1n tle vicinity of the accident 1s laid
vith 8C pourni 21ls, 33 feet 1n lenzth, with Pine ant Cy-
£ress ties, 13 to 30 to tne razl. These are =sinzie snilked,

used, Tne track 1s ballagted vith cin-
ders, 1n _coc cendiczon and vell maintained.

nown as the I, & IT.
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standard, tois tyre of switca ~ein 1n .eneral ase on tns

Geor_ia Railreed, It 15 of w22 "oz Lype and wake, ths

gstand 1s of the tveuiar" ne: 1th tar_et and o1l lamp

¢ feet above whe nead -ict<, no springs are vsed. The
operatic; lever ¢rern 1 motion travels on a table or zuide
With suitavle notchee to receive anandle or lever when set
for main line or sile itrack, The handle or lever 1s &
8013id osar of iron 25 inches 1n diameter and a»ouil 20 inches

in length «ith a ainze or xnackle at the outer end of table

or zuide to perwit 1t 4o nang in 2 vertical position para-

11el wvith tae switeh stand rhen set for either main 1line oT
srulngzg, Tne nandle 1= clotted to fit over a leck post se-

cuared to switch stand, the most navins ar eye-nole to re-
ceive tne lock, ‘hen the lever 13 noved ©o either main
line cor siding mosition tae nanilie vnll drop of 1t om

wei.nt 1nto the aotch on takle or -~wide and over <&y post.
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1in a wroper nmanner ana that after the accident he nade ar

*

exasination of tne enzine and Srain ard couic sJind acthing

15

H

wnich would be ligely to cause the Jderailrent. Saoriiy

after tne accident in co.rany vith Conuuctor Haslett he

whe nanuls Jown in vosition and Ste 1i-hy Jurninz anl Jis-

clay.n~ red. The =witch Zozk s locked ant lying on tae
SJ1TCa t1e at the base of tne awiteh. The switch point:

Zitted and the grvitez ver-ed rronerly when they tried it.
Contuctor Haslets cf trein To. 4 stated tnat
lzaving Sesial Circle he was T1iar in the sscond car frov
“ine, houtly zizer denariting tas car be_an to rock
2% trere —as tUou.le an starcted

for the 31:nal coil, ~ut was torosn novm nefore ne ceould

reach 1%, "hes e Yot up the train hac stopped. Affer

exarined the switch mith Z=nzineran Parstee, t-is was adout
7 or 3 winute- afver accident occarred. <2 2sbiaated tre

speed of %pe traxs to mave wezen adcub 50 4 iles p2r hour

23 LGRS LTINS .18 aerail-ent gcturred.
Gondletor Ecra, An0,-8 Trals was tie last Tc use
& <X1tZ4 prior to btae accicent, stated that when his trail

fin..n2. 1%e vork on “he s:ding asout 7°30C A, !, on 1ne
day of the accident, a2z saw
3G lock sne lever 17n pe:ition for Tne » ain track. This

gtasemeat 13 alog zorpe out oF Taxke an (ieKianey "Moo was
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1% around, He does not Heliere 1t possinle to have heen
thrown out of adjustwent »y a passing train.

Investi-atiron liscloscd no defect in the track or
wTay
eguilpasnt shich could in any/nave causedl ta21s accident.

1t 13 believew taat tnis Jerailment vas caused
oy the sritch zeinz thrown hetwesn tne trucks of the second
car of the train by some unknown person.

The fact tnat t.2 front nortion of the train held
to tne main track and that the remainder took tne si1ding
and that the wosition of the swisch after the accident was
set for the siiin_ tozether with the construction of Tne
71T >h warrants thi< conciusiomn.

Tosre v-s svidencs to ane  taat the day before the
accident taere nad heen spme troahie vitn geverzal NeITco
track lakorsrs over tas:iz =efu.al to lay rails and tnab
tae Foreman hal discnarzel tasr f.oom tae cervice, and 1t 1s

knowr, that one of these »ign hadl a3 s nsen key in his posses—

s1on and laved not far from tne scene of tie accident.

ks

At “ne tiwe of the accidernt the crew ol TTail
Ho. + has ceen on auty 2 nours 30 minutes an. the ergine
cren z2ad been on Juty 8 nours 0 ainutes in tne aggregate

since tneli last full ress period and were not on Guty 1n

violation of the rrovision- of the Hours of Servics Act.



