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ApriX 10, 1»12* 
IR RF. iHVSafXOATIOS OF ACKJZKftT OH THE J fl«pt 

rsfl March 191? f thert *a* a hfiad-and »llltfi<i{ABBWwrl 

ft pajmager train and a freight train on th* u iti 1iiffWifyflii<| 
about thro* ard one-half railass w*«t of Rutladgft, raintltla 
In t fee daeth of four raseangcra, and the an^lneaan th* 
peeaanger trtin, the injury of one paaaengar, throe evil 
clarka, ona express m«B8cng^r, *n<1 fcur a&ployaaa. 

fhia aeotdont tree reportad by t«ie#raj>h &y tha Georgia 
Railroad Coatpany on the data of th* a*ol&*nt, and after 
lnTaatlgatlon tha Chlaf Inapcotar of 3af*ty Appllancaa raport* 
as ffrllovBt 

This aeoidaat vat *au«*d by tha fallur* of tha conductor 
and englnaftan of t&a fraight train to fcaap thair tmln art tha 
siding sit ttutladfge, «h*r# -It* fctfoW-fc h&y* MKAltwl until tha 
both toy olaaa and dlr»at&fe« v , v_ 

tho paaaangar train, fcn&wn-*a« train Ro, 4, In oharg* of 
Qonduator Go*by, oon*l>a**d,#f;o^** a£|>raaa oar f ana a* 11 and 
baggaga oar, two day /ftoitfJbffU twd Full sum alaapere, all of 
*ooflan oon struct I on/ lz m»e*mu\dwtf Saorgia Railroad angina 
So• 54, In aharge of £nglneean Vaughn, This train la aohaduladl 
to laar* Atlanta for Auguata, Oa.. at 12.10 ft. Um O r tha 
m o m inn of th» aaoidant It laft Atlanta on tlaa, and arrlvod 
at Soaial Circle, (MS all a a anat of Atlanta, at A* M*, 
three Blnutas lata. It laft Social Siral* at 3iO0 A. i \ 9 and 
six slmitaa later, at Si 14 A* it aolltSad with tha fr*lght 
train about Airway hatvaan Social ^irel* and Hutt*dg*,<!£« 

At tha ti»a of tha Q^lllaion train So. 4 «sa running 35 
ftllaa per hour* Tha freight tr*in had baan running 15 ulla* 
£$r how, hut had elo^ad flown to noma extant nefore tha 
collision oaowred, doth enp-inaa mr* badly dafflagadj the 
threa head oara of tha pacftongar train mr* Taltaoormd and 
aoBpl«tely brakes up* Tha r*»at*in# oara in th* train *ar* 
bat slightly Ama^eA* Sa**r*l eare In tha fratght train vara 
badly dajnae«d. 

tha freight train involved «*a tha fir at aeatio* ?f train 
Ho. If* It aonalated of £S a*ra and a flabooft*, and wat in 
ohforfa of Oonduator Fit^^r^ld. It vat hailed hy Oaor^ia 
Ballroad angina So. 14, in «harg» of Snglnaaan ^illlford. 
Thla trpin laft Auguata for Atlanta, CJa.t at li?S P. Warah 
7th. Open arriTal at Binskha^d, 96 »ilea waat of ̂ ogt^ata, 
tha eondoator and an^lnaman raoai^ad an ordar dlraating tha lat 
and 2nd aaotion train So. 13 to aeat #aat»>wnd tra&n tfo. S10 
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at Rutledge, r «tation 18 aile* eeet of Ruekhead* They also 
raoeived en ordar that third elaas eaet-oound train tta. £ 4 
had right of track over their train to Lithonia, * etation 
60 Biles weet of BuokfeeaA. Thess orders w m a&de oovplete 
at 10124 P • K. Mat oh Tth, and were the only order* held by 
train first Re. 13. 

The stateaentft of Gondueter Pit Kg* raid are very eon-
fliotlng, tat froa the beet evldeneo obtainable, first Ko, 19 
arrived at Butledge at lit 33 S, and wont on th* tiding to 
«ett Ho. BIO, ftutledge Is not « night telegraph off loo* The 
saoond sootlon of Ho. 18, atoleh v«i aleo to «eet So. 210 at 
Rutledge, arrlTed there at lCtSO A. »• and pulled into tho 
eiGlng behind th* first eeotitft* *ho «a« not long 
«nou£h to hold both tralne, and about half ot tho eeeond 
toot ion hung out onto tho main traefc. Ho* 2X0 did not arrive 
at Rutledge until li30 A* K« tho englneaan of this train stated 
that after hi a arrival at ftutledge ho took water and than 
pulled down to olonr tho eaet and of tho siding to lot tho 
first eeetlon of 13 pull out. It *ae than li33 A. K.f and 
at that tlao first No* 13 still had £8 uinutas to run tha 
seven alia a to 9oeial0lreie and oloar No. 4* In eta ad af palling 
out at ones, however, tho enginaaen of first Mo. 13 ordorad his 
brakeuan to taioouple tha angina, and than ran his angina oat 
of tho siding and basked down tha an in traek bah ind So. 210 
for tha purpose of taking voter. In tha aeantlae holding Ho, 
210 at tha station on account of saoond So. 13's blocking 
tha aaln traok at tho oast switoh. 

Aftar taking water tha anglnasan of first No, IS coupled 
onto hi* train and pulled up so a* to lot saoond So. 13 into 
tho siding, and Mo, 210 proceeded on its war* It was than l i M 
A* and first So« 13 had but four alttutee to aako Soolal 
Olrola clear of ffo, 4 fa tin* at that station* Inst*ad of 
stopping, however, aftar tha asoond train had gotten Into 
oloar, first Mo. 13 proceeded toward Soolal Olrola until it 
eollldad a1th no, 4, as bafora statad. 

Tha enginenan on second Mo, 13 statad that when tha first 
train pulled up enough to oloar, *I blowed hla down and ha 
di4n«t stop.1 

Aftar loading RutledKc first So. 13 aeoendefl a $rade for 
a distance of 3 Milan, up which it maintained a s^ead of 
aoout 16 vilaa par hour* The train had Just turned th* await 
of this grade and began to increase speed when tha englneaan 
observed the headlight of Mo. 4 approaching. Ha shut off atea* 
and allied tha air brakes, and had reduaed eoaad soaewhat at 
tha tiaa the trains cane together. The eolllslon occurred in 
e four fe*t out on & slight descending grade towards the weet, 



and on * ourve of about 1-1/3°* Pirn a point about 1000 faat 
«aat of where tha eolliaion ooourrad, in tha dlreotion froa 
whlah first Mo* 13 wa,a approaohing, there it a olear view 
we at ward for nearly a alia eoroae the opea oountry to a point 
on tha tangent beyond th* swr«. 

Conductor ntR#*r*ld, of flrat Mo. 13, atated that hi* 
wateh was wrong. Ma a aid. *9h*n w* aleorSd th* awltoh I told 
the flavin I had 23-1/2 olnutea to go to 3oolal Oirol** 
Captain Ooaby said it *a* 14 when we hit. Then 1 went up 
there h* asked me what tlae I had and it was HSO by ay vatoh." 

So etateaent w«a reoeived froa Kngineaan niliford of 
first tfo. 13, at at th« tlaa of th* investigation he IIBA not 
been low«ted afvr he returned to Augueta subsacfuant to tha 
etoident, Oonduotor Fitagerald statad, howaver, that ha saw 
Engineaan ^llllford shortly after the aooldant, and tha 
englneman atated to hia that hin (the englnaaan'a ) w&toh was 
an hour and ten alms to a wrong. The fireman on thi a train 
atated that whan the train waa leaving Hutledge he asked 
eaglaaaan Willi ford where they would too at no* 4, and ha replied, 
• Aleory*, whlah ia a station $ mile* veat of 3o«lal 3lr*le» 
Thia firvsan had no ^atoh and kn*w nothing about the tin*. 

The hp ad arakeaan atated that ha want to sleep while the 
train wan in tha aiding at Butledg* and thought tha •agin* 
©raw alao want to sleep. This braXea&n had no watoh. Both 
the** oen stated that after the aealdent Enginaaan Vllllford 
said he ala-read his wateh. 

The flayraan on first So. IS had been T9or&ing for the 
Georgia Railroad Ooapaftvi out three day* previous to the aooldant, 
and had had no previous railroad experience. His entire 
railroad experience eoapriaed one trip, whlah he had aad* over 
another portion of the ro«d« Fie etateawnt on tMa p>int when 
Quaationed by Superintendent Brand of the Oaorgia Railroad 
la ae follows! 

How oJd are you* 
A* Twenty-one. 
ti. Hovi lone hawa you o*en working for tha Oeorgla 

Roilro-^T 
A. X want out Tuesday aoming. I had Bade a trir 

to Union P^nt and *>aok, 
^, HXYW you had any other r&ilro,^ exprrienoa? 
A. Ho, slpt 
Contrary to the statement of Oonduotor Fltagarflld this 

fl*#*an atated that no oonvararttior took pl^oe between hi**©If 
end th* oonduotor ra^nrdinfr Ro* 4, as flrat Ho. 13 was leaving 
Rut ledge. Hi« ptateaanta on thia pv.nt were AG follows; 



'4* Vbmrm wae th* conductor? 
A. Ia the oak. 
(4* In the eab levying ftutlodgs tooT 
A. Xes, sir. 
cu And the brake&an oa seootid 13 eet tip the switch 

far you after you went on the main line? 
A. Tee, sir. 

What was said as to *tf*ere you were going and for 
what trains? 

A* He said nothing to ne. 
4. Aid you h. ve a tine eard7 
A. on the dss&f yea, sir. 

Qld you soy anything to him aoout So, 4'e schedule? 
A* Ho, sir. 
CU Did you know Ho. 4*8 schedule* 
4. fco, air. 

Pld the conductor say anything at all to you while 
n you at 5iutledge! 
A. Ho* air, 
Q,. "*hftra was he all that timet 
A. In tha cab, in the cupola. 
'i. How uany tisea did you RO in the cupola? 
A. Onee* After we left the switch. I noticed the 

brakeaan oloee the switch, then X went in the cupola. 
Q . *aa the conductor asleep any time at ftutled#e? 
A« I couldn't aay. He didn't say anything to ae and 1 

didn't spy anything to his. tie had his head leaning 
against the window wham 1 went up there after the 
train pulled off. 

This flagman al#o stated that neither Conductor Fittgerald nor 
he gave the englneaan a signal to go ahe^d when their train 
left Rutledge. 

Th« Oeorgla ft&Hro&d is a single track line, using the 
standard train order and dispatching eystea for the operation 
of traina. No block ay a tea is used. There ere IV east-bound 
and IS west~bound daily trains on the schedule of the wain 
line, where this accident occurred, Three sections of train 
No * 13 were being run on the date >f the accident. Traffic 
of thii density would eeea to Justify the use of a block signal 
eyetea. 

Englneaan 51111 ford is £6 years old* He had been working 
for the Geargla Railroad Oeapany since June 30, 1900, on 
vhleh date he was employed as fireman. Re was promoted to 
eaginomaa on t?eoe»ber 23, 1°1C. His record was good. At the 
time of the accident he had been on duty 13 houra and 44 
minutes, following a perir̂ d of 13 hours and 30 minutes off duty. 



3onduotor 1?lt;^B'*v**Ud i** 30 yware old. He had been 
working for the Georgia Kailrond Cott^any sine* October, 1A97# 
at vhioh tiaw hfe waff employed &g fla£Be&« He wr.s proaoted 
to Conductor on ftovesfeer 4 f 1906. His record was good* Ks 
had been on duty IS hours and minutes at the %Xm f*f the 
tooidsnt, *nd had not been working for several d*ys previous 
to going out on this trip. 

The firm*an had beer* m dnty the s&i&a time as the 
englneaan. but he had hotire ^nd 30 minutes of f duty 
before geing o this trip. The flagman and brakenan had been 
on duty the e*ate time as the conductor* and had been off duty 
previous to go in* out on this run 14 hour a and ?ft oinutee 
î nd ?.Z hours «n*l 15 minutf s» respectively. 


