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"a ¥ppoh B, 1812, there wns o hoafd=eand op )
& passengey trzin end s freight train ot the ey . :
gbaut three ard ocne-hslf miles west of Rutledpe, € refvls
in the Qeath of fouy ressengeras, and the arnginenan :} the
peceenger triin, the injurr of ocus paassenger, thrse Epil
clerks, one exnress meascuger, s four seployesas.

hia gecldent war repnorted by tslegpraph Yy the GCeorgla
Rallroad Company on the date of tThe assidant, and after
1n7;t§%gution the Chisf Inagpcatur of Jalety Anpliancss rsporte
as followm:

This secident was sauged by the fallure of ths econ
and enginesman of the freight traln to xsep thair trein on
s3ding &% Butledpe, whefd it #lolld have Mamcined until the
arrival of the patstngﬂip@rtip, Yhjet was a superior traln
both by oleps and direddthm, - .

The psssengsr traln, ¥mown-xs traln %o, 4, in charge of
Condugtor Cosdby, conwniated Gf 9ud axpresi oar, one sall and
baggage oar, two 4 potgﬁpp, an&ﬂigﬁ-?ullaan eleopors, all of
wonofen eonatruotion.’ I% was, Kou ¥ Seorgia Rallrosd engine
%o, 64, in ahgrge of nginesan Veughn, This trein is goheduled
to leave Atlante Tor* Muguasta, Gn., a% 12310 A, ¥, On the
morning of the sscldent 1t left A%luntn on %ime, and grrived
¢ Dosial Circle, Ga., 02 milas enst of AVlanta, a% 2103 A, ¥,
three Einutes late, it lafs Roolsl Tirsle a% 2:08 £, ¥,, snd
2ix sinutes later, »t 2114 A, H,, 1% sollided with the fraight
train sbout midway Detwesn ﬁaelgi “irole snd Putiedpe,tr,

AL the tine of tre enlliston traln No. 4 wae running 36
ciles por “our. The frei;n)d train hed Deen running 15 siles
per hour, but had slowsd 4own %0 nome extant delors the
0oillision senwrred, Bath snclnes were badly damaged; the
thires head oars of the g;:llﬁgl! raln were Telescomed gnd
aompleately braksn Wp, reralning sars in the traln xere
bus slightly dameped, Several eprs in the frelght traln vere
brdly Asmaged,

The freight train involved wan the first seotion :f train
No, 13. It acnelsted of 286 asrs and s faboons, and wus in
oharge of Conduetor Fitzgerzld, IV was hawled by Georgis
Ruilroad engine No. 14, in osharge of Snglnemen ¥1llifard,
This train left Auguata for Atlanta, Ga., 2% 1123 P, ¥., Yarch
7th, Upon arrival at Suekheq4, 98 wiles wost of Augusta,
the sanductor and enginens® ressived an order dAiresting the lst
snd 2nd geakion ~of train No. 13 %o meet sastu.bound trein %o, 210
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st Rutledge, = station 16 miles west of Buokhesd., They alse
reseived gn order thut third claas sast-doumnd train Ho. 24
Red right of track over Shelr Srain to Lishonls, a station
60 wilen west of Buokhead. These oFders wers sads oSe
2t 10124 P, K. ¥eroh 7%h, and wers tha only orders held by
‘rlu rirat B‘o 13-

The statements of Condudtor Pitapersld ave very eon-
fliesing, but from the best evidenss oblalinedle, firsgt Ro, 13
arrived nt Rutledge at 11138 P. H, and went on the #lding to
need No, 210, Rutledge 1a not a night Selegraph office, Ths
sogond seatinn of No, 18, whish was nlso o oee¥ No. 210 at
Rutledpe, arrived there 2t 12350 A, ¥, and pulled intn the
s14ing behind the firet seotion. The siding was nrot long
snoMgh %o hold bosh trzine, and about half of the ssaond
sestion hung out onto the maln track, Ne, 210 414 not arrive
2t Rutledge unti] 1130 A, 2, The sngineman of this train etated
that after his arrival et Butledge he ook watar and Shem
pulled down to alear t™he east and of the siding % let the
first geotion of Mo, 13 pull out. It was Shsn 1338 A, ¥.p snd
oS that Sime first No, 13 still hed 20 minutes t0 run the
ssven alles %0 %oelalCirale and sleay No. 4. Instesd of pulling
out at ones, however, the snginsmen of fira$ No. 13 ordered his
Brakeman 5o unoouple She sngine, sné Shen ren his e ¢ out
of %he siding and Daaked down She main track bekiad No. 210
for the rurpcse of taking water, in the meantime holdlng No,
210 2%t the 2taticn on asgount a* second Mo, 13's blooking
The mein Sraok gt the eapt switoh.

AfSor taking water the angineman nf fireyx No, 13 soupled
onte his Srain and pulled up o ar %6 let sesond No. 13 into
the #iding, and Mo, 210 prooreded on i%w way. It waa then 1108
A, ¥,, and firss Ho, 13 but four mimutes %o maks 3osial
Oirele olear of Fo, 4% time At that station. Insvead of
stopping, howaver, after the ansond traln had gosten inte
clear, first No, 13 proceeded toward Soeial Cirole until 4%
801114sd with Mo, 4, as defore sSated.

The o exan on sscondl ¥o. 13 stated that when the first
train pulled up emough to olear, "I blowed him down and he
dlﬂi‘!' ] .t@-'

After 1anv1:f Rutledge first Ro, 13 msonndad a grade for
2 distanas of 3 miles, up which it meintained a speed of

about 15 miles per howr, The train had Just turned the sumnit
of this grade and begen %o increase speed when the engineman
obanrved the headlight of No, 4 approsehing. e shut off stesn
and aprlied the alr brakes, ent had redussd snasd somewhat at
the time $he trains asme Together. The colliglon ocecurred 1in

¢ Tour fée% cut on a elight dessending grede towards the west,
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and on s gurve of about 1-1/2%. T & polnt about 1000 feet
¢eet of where the lliszlon osowrrsd, in ths direstion froa
whish firat No, 13 was anproashing, thers iw a tlear viow

wat gSward for nesrly a nlle poroas She open dountry to a peint
on the tangent beyond the surve.

Sonduotor Fitzgwrald, of first No. 13, s%ated that hias
wateh was wrong. Ne seid, "¥hen we olsaréd the switoh I told
the flesaan I had 22.1/2 minutes to go to 39aial Cirsle.
Cantain Qomsdy sald i1t wus 14 when we hit. Then I wens up
there he ansked me what $ime I had and it was 1:5C by my w»atohr."

No etatemant was redelived from Engineman ¥Williford ef
firest No, 13, ar 5% the tlme of the investigetion he had nos
baen loouted after he poturned to Augusta sudsaguent to the
soalifdeant, OConduotor Fitsgersld stated, howsver, that he saw
Enpinesan T1111ford ahnrtgg afisr the accldent, and the
snginenan stated to him that ©is (the snginssan’s ) watoh was
an hour and ten pinwtes wrong. The fireman on this train
stated thati when the train was leaving Rutledge he anked
cngiaalan ¥illiford whars they would meed No., 4, and he perlied,
*Algovy*, which is a stakion 8 miles west of Joeinl Jirale.
Thia firesan had no watoh s Enew nothing adoul tha time.

The hep€ Wrekeman stated that he went tn sleep while the
traln wan In the siding st Riutledpes and thought ths engine
erer aleo went %o slaep, YThis Drakemsn had no watoh. Soth
thess men atated that efter Sthe ascldent Ingineman Williford
¢21d he mia-remd Nlg watoh,

The flagman on first Ho. 13 had been working for the
Georgia Rallrosd Company but Shree dsye previ.us to the acoidens,
an? hed hed no previous rallroad experience. Hie antire
railrosd experisnce compriesd nme trip, whish he had made over
another portica of the roet. Filp stutement on this point when
quastioned dy Superintendent Brund of the OGeorgzisz Fd lroad
iz as followst

e How G:4 are you?

A. Twanty.one,

i« How long hsave you bgen working Pfor the Georgls
Fipl 1lro =AY

A, I went out Tuseday moming. I had made a tric
to Unton Pttt and bHaek,

.o Have you hud any other rallro:A experience?

Ak, Ho, =ir,

Qongrary to the sSatemsnt of Oondudetor Fiszperslad this
flegman atated that no corvarsstlor took place befween hinself
enéd the sonduetor regarding Ro. 4, as firat Yo, 13 wag lesving

Rutledge., Hiz atatemants on this poin% were as follows:
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Qe Yhere was the sonduetor}

As. In the aah.

Q. In the sab legving Rullodge ¥ooe?

A. Yes, sir.

4. And the hrakeman oh gecond 13 get Uy the ewiteh
for you sfter yosu went on the main line?

A—l !eﬂl ﬂi”

Ss That waz sald as 39 vhers you weres golng and for
ohat Sralns?

A, He 8z313 nev¥hing %o me.

“e DIA you hove a time oard?

A, Un the desk] yes, zlr.

'3 DG vou say anyihing %o him about No., 4's sghedule?

A. Ro, sir.
1, D14 ¥ou Xnow No, 4's achedule?
A. ko, alr.

3. D14 Sho conduetor say anything at all to you #hile

" you merc st Hutledge¥

A, “0. %ir.

3. 7hspra was he all that tima?

A. In the oaly, in the mupola.

‘L. Houw pany tinea 414 you go in the eupola?

be Onee, Aftor we laft the switah, I notloed the
brakemen oloss the switeh, Shen I went in the ocupols.

Ge Tax ths ennductor aslesp any $ime at Rusledge?

A, I omuldn's say, He A14n'S say anything %o o and 1
454n*% sey angihing to him. e had his hesd leaning
aguinst the window whati I went up Shere after the
train pullsd off.

This flagrsn aleoe a¥ntad $hat neither Conduotor Fitsgerald nop
he zeve the engineman a signxl %o go ahe.d when thelir train
left Rutledge.

the deorgls Asilrosad is a wingle traok lime, using the
standa? srain order aznd dispatshing sretas for tha gperation
of sSrains. NRo blook systex is used., Thers are 17 sast-bound
snd 15 mslt-hound daily traine on the sehedule of the main
line, shere thia atcldenl soeurresd, Three se0ticny of train
Bo. 13 were being run on the date - the aseldont, Traffie
of thin derclsy would zeom to Justify shs use of a dDloekx signal
eyelien,

ingineman 1liford 12 26 yeurs ald, He had bDgen working
for the Georgia Railrosd Company eince Juse 20, 1308, on
which dete Le wag eaployed as fireaman, He was promoted %0
enginomsn on Degeusbder 25, 1910, Hiz reo:rd wes good. AV the
tize of the agcident he hatl besn on Auty 13 houre and 44
Einutez, Collowing a nericd of 12 hours and 3C minutes off Guwny,



Jenduator ¥ii-cevald e 38 years old. He had been
worxing for the Geopgis Ralirond Comvany sinees OCotober, 1887,
5% which time he wap employed se flapman. He was promoted
to Conduetor on Hovesmber 4, 1808. 8 regurd wams good, He
had been on duty 10 Rours and £9 sinutes at the Wwe of the
scaldent, snd had not Leen worklng for seversl 4 s previous
to gaing out on thie %rip.

The firemsn hed been on daly the ssss time sc She
snginenan, but he had hed P22 hours and 30 oplnutes of £ duty
vefore gting o this trip. The flagman snd brakesan had besn
on 4uly tha sase Vime as the conduetor, end had becm of7 duiy
previous %o goiny out on this run 14 houra onéd 7F ninutes
«ad 2% houra end 1% minutes, rempeotivaly.



