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THE GALVESTON, BAREISBUNG & SAR ANTONIO
NTAR LULING, TIAS, ON SANUARY 290, 3016,

On January 26, 1914, there waps a devsilmont of & jade
sengor traln on ths Calwaaton, Herriasburg & San Antonto Rallwe y
tiear Luling, Texez, which resulted in ihe death of 1 employes snd
the isnjury of 2 employesis, After Luvestigotion of this asoldent,
the Ohlef of the Divislon of Safety reports as followsy

This nooldent ooourred en the Glldden-San Antunio subde
divioion of the Houston diviaion oF thu Galveston, Hurrieburg &
Sen Antomio Hallway. It 13 a single~tyack line and treins ars
opercted by time~tsble and traimeorders. The derallment ouvourred
en atenight track in & shallow eut and on a grade of 1,11 poreent
ascending sustward. The weather at the time of thia sccidend wae
oloudy and slightly foga¥.

The train involred =g essctbhoynd txain No, 102, known ag
the “"Sunoet Limi%ed,® an routes from Ban Franoisce %o Hew Oyleanu,
It eonsisted of locomotive 703, 1 baggoge sor, 1 cosoh, ) Fullman
touriet ear, ) dining oar and ¥ Pullman eorm, a1l off whieh were
of stesl sonstruction with the exgeption of the dining oax whleh
woo 9f wroden sonstruoction. This traln wes in ohuwgs of Condustor
Hedzes aud Pagineman Orogorys It left Sap Antonio st TEEO aume,
2 hours and 88 miputes late, departed from Luling, %4 miles cast
of Son Antonic At 9120 num., and way derailed 1,84 miles sast of
that point at about 9130 a.zey vhile yumming a$ an sstimnted apeed
of 30 gy 38 uiles sn hour,

The looomotive ran a 4ia%anos of 385 fest after being -
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deralled and shen Surmed Over to the 2ight eoming to yeat fouling
bhe main line, only siight damage being sustalnod by 1%, The
firat four care of the trala were also durniled, sll of whish with
the exception of tho firet ramained wpright, thia firet cay ooming
%o rest agelnet the side of the eut at an apgzle of short 40 degreen,
Q%ber Thon wresked tioke and dsmaged brake, gas and electris flx-
Surus undeimenth the gars, the damoge gustalined By Yhe enrs wng
alight,. Inglnemsn Gregory was caught Between the boiler aund end
on right slde of locumobive and kflled 4e locomotive Surned Dwveds
Tho track M4 at the point of sooident is lais wish 80-
pound rails, 55 feet in length with appreximnteoly 20 eypress and
plne $los %o the reil, Tie plates are wsed and the rajila are singl
suiked on both ziden; the Jointe ars aesured By four-Boll sigle
Bars, The Ballast consista of about 18 Inches 6f locre sandy grave
Examination of the tenek appraseking the point of acule
dent from the wea® abowed the firat ludigation of dersilnmsat to
ba & flange mark on the tlen about 5 fushess fnslde the north vall,
made By the left frant 4driver, This wey establlichad By gray paint
on the inside of the Ball of the noyth rail, Just o the rear of
the polat of deralliment, whioh sorreuponded with tihst whish Bad
voan ohinfed from the cutsids of the lefy front driver tire, Shle
bolng the only tire whioch showed ahafing on left side af locoe
mobive, A corresponding merk was on outalds flange of south ralls
These worke eontinued in ssme relative positioh for o rall length,
whore & jolns on south rall waz droken and souil feil orowded 18-
ward, doralling the following drivers whleh bunohsd snd vroke the
tiss, oausing the dersiliment of She fivat four aars of the train.
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Approxzimataely 100 fsch west of the inftix) polnt of de-
Failment thors was a joint on the south ratl which wan 1.¥/16 fne
ohes low, This low Jolnd wes osussd by water salleoting under the
$les ot the Joluv, ond tho walight 4 sach psasing traln furosd the
watsr out whisch in turn carried more or less Dallast with 4t leav.
ing the tlie unsupported. Such & condiftion Lw usually referrsd to

88 4 "ghurn dole,® This low Jolnt evidently caused ths locometive

%6 rook viclently to tho »ight and then as 1% stralghtened up 4%
gtruck the Joint on the norxth rail abeus 50 foet further cast whish
wag 1 inch low and whioh wss alac due tor & elira holes This quused
the locomotive to vook to the left and in righting Atsolf the frons
driver evidently rooked off to Lhe right about 50 fret further easd,
st whieh potnt the coudth rall was thresefourtha isoh low. Thene
Jow plages went down atous en additionnl thres-Tfourths lnch under
8 looomotive moving at o low rute of sposds

Amide Prom the ohurn holes the tyrack sporeseching the
polint of agsident wus in Tailrly good surfage, goeuge and alisgnment,
There were, bowevor, « nimber of alssing and insecurs apikes as
rall Jointa, The heads of msny of theso apikes woere turnsd oute
ward at reil jeinta in order to protest tond wires; goms of tha
apikes had Woen dloplufed, while othors hud bHean sheered off W
the sreaping of the ralle, dus to expansion end dontraction,

Firenan Avey stated thet Tnginomas Gregery notloed thad
the track wue uneven as he approsched the point of accldent and
made & servies aypliostion of the alr brakes. The fireman eati-
mated the apsed of the train at tho time 8o Bave been between 30

and 35 miles an hour. 7 .

— e —— g —
T RETe TS T e g e o



whe

Rondnsater Womaok stabed that during the afterncon of
Famuoary 284h No pasmed over the tregk where the eselident aftere
wards coourred snd shen st She section house Sink seme avening
valled Seotion Poremsn Guifh's attention to the bad condlition
=hioh oxiated there and derinitely instrasted Mux %0 attend to i
the first shing tho sext mormings He stated thet ba again spoke
to the sesticn foremsn about Shis matter on the morning of Jamue
ary 39%th and 1aft ths segtion house under the lmpression Shat
thia partieular pluge was o bBo worked on By She section gung be-
fore they undsrtosk sny other works Bondmaster Womesk fuvthey
atated that there had heen o great deoal of rain fn dhe violnity
pravious o the day of the accldent and on avcount of the dallast
ant veling solid emeugh, 1% was negessayy te watoh sertain plages
in she traok very aloaoiys

Seotion Foreman Smith etated that Readmasber Womack 414
not instruet bim to make the repairvs at the pelnt where the acol-

dent ooourysd at any perticular time and as fhere were other places

on tts section whioh ha considered to be in worse gsondision, ke
444 not attend to that part of 1t the first thing en the moming
of Jauuary £9%h. Ho stated that he did mst go over hie section
sither on January 278k or 20tk on aospount of odher dutiss which
kad t3 Yo performed,

This soofdent was csused by the unsven asd {nsesure oot
4ition of the trsak, whioh would not permit of the sofs movemens
of pacpenger tralins at thelir usual spsed, for whieh Roedmeater
Vomaok and Seotion Forsman Suith are mmﬂb&nl/“‘

In view of 3he conflioting statementa ar the roadnastoer
and seotion Toreman, it 1s impossible to state derinidely whebhey
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oy not the sestion foreman redoivad imstruotions on the evealng of
Japuszry 28th S0 astend to thls part of the Syack the first thing
the following nomming, This acoldent oecurred at 0120 An the
norning end even had the pection foremsn recseived the instruetions,
it s questicnable whether tho repairs would have Boen made prior
to the pazsege of traim No. 108, Tho faot remains, howsver, Shat
a dangerous condition extisted at this point asand undonbtedly had
existed to & grenter or less oxient for some time prior to the day
of the sacident, Proper trnok maintenance should not permit of
the dovelopment of Jointes whiol cre 1-7/18 inehes low end wideh
will sink en addintomsl thres-fourths ineh or more under the wolght
of passing tyaine,
Roadmagter Womaok entored the service in Jamuary 1009
in the capsalty of seotion foreman and wms sppointed ¢o $he pounle
tion of roadmaster in July 1915, Secstion Foreman Jumith wur e
ploged in July 1914, as student forsman and promoted In Marah
1918, to the poaltion of section foreman,
At the time of the secldemt sha ovew in charge of tralin
No, 102 hnd Besn on duty adout )} Bour sand 32 mimubes,




