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INTZRSTATE CCIL{TRCE COMMISSION

BETPORT OF THZ DIRICTOR OF "HI 202TaU OF S~FIIY IN RT IN
VISTICATION OF N AGSTDENT WEICH OCCURARED O THE
FORT WAY4S-LIDA RATLROAD REAR .IIDDLIPOINT, O4I0, ON
AUGUST 21, 19233,

Decerber 5, 1829.

To the Corwission:

On Aurust 21, 1952, there wes a head-end collision
tieen tvo freisht traims on the Fort Wavne-Lina Iazlroad,
ferated by the Inliena Service Corporaticn, aszar ialls-
polat, Onio, vhich reculsed 1m the doath or ons eimlovee
and the 1njurv of “.ve 2 1mloyees.
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Loca®ion and rethod of operation

This reilxoed g an electric line rhrch exuvends
between Fort Wevne, ind., &nd Lina, Chio, a distancce of
4.7 11les, and 18 o 81in-le—track line over vMach trdins
dre oprerated bv t11e-ta8%lc and train crdare, n plocl-
gicaal syster beinys in use. T.e acegident occurred at a
voint avout half war betreen Fronce Si1drag and Garole
Sidirg, which are located 1 mile and 8.7 a1les, respuctive-
ly, 1est of Maldlepoint, Approcching the point of atccident
from the east the trrek 1s taagent for a distance of
¢,880.8 fect, follovod bv a 8% &' curve to the rizas 400
feet 1n lerpth, ths «ccidant ocourring oa this curve at a
point 124 fect from .ts weetern end, approaching from the
west there 1s a 09 1H' curve to the left 393.4 féet in
leasth, tungent track for a disvence of S08.1 feet, and
then the curve on warch the accident occurred. The <rade
for westbound tr2ias 1s pensrally ascending for a Jictance
of 1,000 feet, rexcning a maxt.mn of 0.48 per cert a. the
point of @ccident anu extending for a distance of 150 feet
beyond; 1t 1e then genercelly descending for o distoace-of
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©,400 feet, the maxiium descending grade beilng .48 per cent,

The weather was clzar &t the time of the accident,
wihlch ogourred about 4.28 a.r.

. Description

Westbound freisht train extra 783 consisted of
geven cacs, hauled by motor 763, and was in caarge of
Concustor Brovm and lwotorran !itchall. At Liie shls train
reccived train order No. 10, Jirecting 1% to run ex.ra fronm
Grard Avenve to Fort Wayne, and o report to tae dispatcner
2t France Sidineg. Tris train departed from Liaiz, 31.4 niles
east of France Sadine, at 3.39 a.m., passed France Siding
misacut sitopping, - nd collided woth extra 803 wihile traveling
at & epeed variously esiimated to anave becn from 25 to 40
rnilee par hour.



.
Tretonund Irsi-hi troin extr- ¢B5s coasisted of
four ~ =ty si1de-Cum c¢rre, of - 17-stecl coastructican, «culed
o Jdocor 355, and wes in Ar&rrs of fonductnr Jobngcon and
Cetor wen DeWitt. Tris tptin d:-oted from Fort Jare 2t
2.55 a.u. 2nd v Coavoy, 3%.1 wles fiom Fort Weme, re-
ceived an order to 122t =xire 703 at Gamole Sidin~, Taich 1is
Toeased 12.0 mxles uzvond Jhat Loint. On arrivine ©%
gxble 1din~, tne crew resc-ived train order No., 15 srovid-
1ng Tor a 1eet 1th extra 783 west ¢t France Sidings rastead
of Gruple 8vdin~, which orfer s ,ade conplete 2o 4£.86 a.nm,
Ixtrn 253 started for Fronce Siding, an additional distence
of 1.7 miles, .nd altaough the refleciion of tae headlipht
of sxt1a 785 was viglole for a dvstanee of < ocab 2 .niles,yet
the lccetion of extra 763 wos not dsfinisely declded as telng
veet of Frunce Sicing until ths tvo t.zias were ~soas 1,000
reet wpart. Zxora 853 wae broasut to & ston baisre the col-
lision occurred.

Both notor cers were ue olicheld and t-c oow ca&rs
1n evtra 754 1vere goasideratly deotred. Tas eamloyee tilled
vEE tue s1ntnrana of evira 7€3, 'riale ooose injarac were the
corductor wnd bhrike wn of exira 7€3 anc th: .otoriwcn, con—
cvetor and braks..an o0 extra 853,

Suwrriarvy of evidence

Coadugctor Brovn, of =vira 763, stited wnct ~hen
ne reeciived troin order No.o 10, reocuiring 21s train o Te-
Dort at Fronce Bidin~, he repeved 1% 10 the 4193 tcher and
Then fu7e 1t to tnie 1wtorar, 0o read 1t . loud o hia.  He
s1zn inforaed the or. ¢snaa 0. 1ts conbants. Coaduclor
Brovm was thoroarhly fooilizr vith ths location of oz tele-
ohone, asout 30U feat east of the east svitch 2t Fronce
8111, vaich wao a focia-—-poinl s 1ich for Pis oTo1,0Ut on
fporof chiar this eidiae nz vas dozing «nd ALd nse 2y fen
Latil just on 1actant before the cnlligion ocevnrred. [e
TCg ridinT in the Tront =s.ad of ftle rmotonr ~nd wahcn ne Tlooked
ur ¢nd sor the approcchins trotn he called to taz wuorran,
nut he did rnot kano vhiether or aot the motorman was ¢1so
esleen. # brake teect Lad been rode at Lima and tas brakes
vorked properly en roite, put tizy were not cpplied :rior
©c the cocllision, Coaductor Brym further stetesd thoo he
vag 1n gond pavsical condition and di¢ not feel tired vhen
he vent on duty 2t 10.30 p.m. on Auvust 20.

Brakenan Court, of extre 763, stated thet 4t the
tlae of the 2ccident ne wos si1tting in the motor cir, exam-
ining oLlls and reports for tanz purpose of learning tne
vworx for a conductor's position, and woils he 13 foisly well
gecquaeintad vith the siding,s and teleonone booths on oot div—
1g10n, e wcs aot paving cav attention os to the loc .ion of
his train. The conductor w.d s~id gorsthiag to 111 asout re-
porting 2t France or Ceve, the latter stotIon opoing vreet of
Gamole, but he was not sure whuch place was meant aad did
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not concern hing.li cbews the atter, and 1% .1leo onueared
tare mails ha usualWy Teads taz2 ordirs nvasz2l?, yat 1in this
instence he acde no 2ffort to obtein inlormidiion as to the
coat:ents of the ornurs. hg s.oted thot thors 'os consider-
a»lc noise 1n the car, —artch ade i1t dirfzceuls o lwear any
convars. sion between the rmotoruan and COﬂdUquI, 21lthough
he aeard toen at cries, but 22 did not heer oar sounds of
coaversielon aftter Sthey passed Klddlgp@lnt. 3rekeacn Court
esvil 2ted he eneld of Lheir Train at tus t1 12 of sae
acecident to n2ve beon bitreen 25 wnd 30 milzs sor hour.

Ifotorwim DeWite, ol sxtra 883, stoted taoo tlier
La~vine Gembls Si- 116, Vnire Do reczivert ©tn oxCer nTroviding
a 2ot v1lh ey re 773 at Fronee Sidine, his troin ottainad
2 snzed botroca 2 od 282 rmales per hiour, £a% ~hoa e
discovered tnct = e 753 ha” nrssed Fronce b101Qf, ne shut
off the cortrillcr ond applizd ths car brekes, lac train
Deluaf brourat to atop before the collision occurread.

Hz ecst1ated sha a,ed 0F tne opposSinf, LTC1n To N4ve been

between dE tno 40 miles per hour.
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Conductor Jonnson, of extra 853, tunoucht that
thz erc licat of sxtra 7835 was visiole Tor a dictcace of
aoout 8 imnlzes, «nd bhe sala tart as soon 48 13 1otoman

alized tact Vhe opposing exsra nad passed Froance S8i1diag,
ue commcneed to red.cc speed, Conduntor Johnsnn uS"Tﬁﬂtlﬂg
the distonce betwezn to. tvo vroims at thot t:c to have
bzen 1,000 feet. Thc conductor also stoeed oot o turned
of £ the liecdlirht on hie o"n cor just telore ore nccident
ococurred, &t Lhis levter $ime nag o troin hw o Zout come
to & stop, viazle a3 esti wted 1he .pced oi ta2 osnosing
troin to have been boui 40 1leg per houvr. Tue slatenents
of Brakevan Herrison broaght out nothinz addilional of
1aport nce, excapt tuot 14 had been the cuvsto.nl of the con-
ductor to advise hain of tne orcuers they reczived, «nd in
tnis case he nrd beon 1nlornzdé by Conductor dJohnson rela—
tive to the orders fovarwuing their movement .ad Woeroughly
understocd theun.

Train Diepatcher Young, located at Fort Vayne,
ssetved thet wlen exTra trains leave their terminals they
tre given tne cordar to run evira over the maole division,
anc 1f imposstiole Lo 1sfue pnsltive mMeel orders, ra 1ssues
a mositite order o report fror certain 1dlﬂ's na ed 1in
the order, which he did in this 1nst?nce, and he scid that
thi1g system 16 tooroushly understood by &ll corcerced.
Such an order reriricts @ woverent bevond the desi-rated
noint just a5 ruea as 1T a meet order had been 1ssued.
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Trainmaster Lentz stated that motor 783 was
geared for a speed of 373 miles oner hour, and his exanin-
«tion of the car a®ter the accidint shoved the coasroller
1n full .wlwiple vosition and the brake valve i1n full
rclease, and thire was ao evidence of 'sand havine been
used prior to2 the collision.

Conclusions.

This accident was caused ov tie f.alure of
potorman liztchell and Conductor Brown, of cxtra 783, to
stop thcir train 2ot & sidins speeified by train orcder,and
obtein furtacer ordaers before srocezadin beyond tott point.

The r1nvestication disclosed tnat th2 crevw of
extra 763 reccived trein order No. 10, directins then to
rvn as an extra orain, and to report at Freace Siding,
orczers of this type being used on this line as & atter of
practice. It anplared, hovever, tiat on aparocchird
France Sicing, Conductor Bro-n was aslecp and ¢22v e did
net avaken until just before the collision occurred. The
reason for the failure of Hotormen litchell to oriag his
train to a stop atv Freace Siding 1s unkaowvn, &8 oo vos
k1lled as a result of the accident, but 1t vould onoear
thact he 2lgo 'ms asleep or ac vould hove knom vhen he
nieged Fr nce Siding andé also vould have gezn tac Lead-
li~ht on the approdaching train. An exarunation ol tne car
after the occurrsnce ol the accicdant sacoved thet tae
brokes aad not been anplied, nor nad che sondars bacn useds

Thz zvidoncs also disclosad thot "alz Concductor
Brovn ard to0l@ Bratemn Court of the conionts of f.e
order, tne brakeman wa: unable to state wheotier Saey vere
to report to the dispetcher at France or ot Cave. Hed he
obtained the correct informotion ral.tive to tails order,
and nad he not becn so occupied in learning thas clorical
duties of & conductor thet he failed to pay attesation to
tae operation of his troin, he vould hive been 1n 4 posi-
tion to cl.eck up rith the rotorman and conductor -heéen he
saw that the ftrain was not oing to stop at France Siding.

All of the employees 1nvolved were exnarienced
aen with the excepiion of Brakeman Court, who catzied the
gervice of this railroad on July 11, 1828, and 3rokeman
Harrison,who entered tas service on Aucust 12, 1929, and
none of them had veen on dut— 1n violation of any of the
provigions of the nhours of s.rvice law, iotorian iiitchell,
of extra TE3, had been on duty 7 hours at tae tice of th
accideat,alfter acvaing 2ez2n off dutv 15 hours, ¢ad Corduc-
tor Brovm ood teen on duty 8 nours, after havinr besn off
caty 15 hours.

Respectfully subinntsed,
W, P. BORLAND,
DirectorT.



