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INTERSTATE CCM11ERCE COIvILiI SSI ON 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR 0** r HE BUREAU OF SAFETY IE RE IN­

VESTIGATION OF A^TDENT uKI OH OCCURRED OH ?HS 
FORI wAYdS-LIIiA RAILROAD NEAR lEDDLEPOINT} OHIO, ON 
AUGUST 31, 1923. 

December 5, 1929. 

To the Conmssion: 
On August 21, 1929, there was a head-end collision 

between t̂ -o freipnt trains on the Fort Wayne-Lina Railroad, 
operated by the Indicuna. Service Corporation, nsar Mtddle-
point, Omo, i-hich resulted m the death oi one employee 
and the injury of m v c e iployees. 

Location and rethod of operation 
This rcilroed :s an electric line winch exuends 

between Fort Wayne, Ind, , and L m a , Ohio, a distance of 
64.^ mles, and is ^ sin-le-track line over ^hich trains 
are operated bv ti le-table and tram orders, no block-
sirnal system being m use. T^e accident occurred at a 
pomt about half wav between Fro nee Sidmg and. Gamble 
Sidmg, which are located 1 mile and 2.7 mles, respective­
ly, lest of Jliddlepo m t. Approaching the point cf accident 
from the east the track is tangent for A distance of 
3,260.3 feet, followed by a e d 6 ' curve to the rignt 400 
feet m length, the accident occurring on this curve at a 
point 124 feet from its western end, approaching from the 
west there is a 0° 15' curve to the left 293.4 fdet m 
length, tangent track for a distance of 806,1 feet, and 
then the curve on wnich the accident occurred. The wrade 
for westbound trains is generally ascendmg for a distance 
of 2,000 feet, reaeamg a maximum of 0.48 per cert a u the 
point of accident ana extending for a distance of 150 feet 
beyond; it is then generally descending for a distance-of 
2,400 feet, the maximum descending grade being .46 per cent. 

The veatnet was clear at the tine of the accident, 
which occurred about 4.28 a.m. 

4 Description 
Westbound freight tram extra 763 consisted of 

seven cars, hauled by motor 763, and was m cnarge of 
Conductor Brown and kotorran Ilitchell. At L n u this tram 
received tram ordei No. 10, directing it to run ex urafrom 
Grand Avenue to Fo^t Wayne, and to report to tne dispatcher 
at France Sidmg. This tram departed from Lma, 31.4 miles 
ea^t of France Siding, at 3.39 a.m., passed France Siding 
without stopping,md collided with extra 853 while traveling 
at a speed variously estimated- to nave been from 25 to 40 
nilos per hour. 
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Srstoound rremht trun exti- 8 5a c0.131 stsd of 

four <^iy s i d e - d u O ^ I B , of 'l7-steol construction, aulecl 
cy mo cor 85b, and. was in ofcarre cf Ooraammr J o^ neon and 
IlV»tor ian DeVlitt. Tnis tiUlX dmmted from Fort tfayme &t 
2.55 a m . and at Coivoy, 2^.1 mles n o H Fort wlmne, re­
ceived an order to reet extra 733 at Gamole Sidm--, which as 
locacod 12.5 iiiles a mond uhat ..omt. On arrinnf at 
Canble Sidinr, tne ere1" received tram ord.cr No. 15 provid­
ing for a ieet m th extra 763 west at France Sidmr instead 
of Ga.eiole S-'dma, which order was jade complete ac 4.26 a.m. 
Extra 853 started for Frmce Sidmg, an additional distance 
of 1.7 ^lles, .and although the reflection of tne headlight 
of extia 765 was "isule for a distance of c coat 2 miles,yet 
the location of extra 763 was not definitely decided as being 
lest ot Frmce Siding until tha t™o trains v^re moac 1,000 
feet cpart. Sxcra 853 was Droagnt to a stop bar ore the col­
lision occurred. 

Both "otor cars were ue 'dished raid t "ro d c ; cars 
in extra 765 rare considerably d„ured. Tne employee tilled 
1 as tue n o t o m m of extra 763, mile cuose m i area were the 
conductor m d braxe ian of extra 763 and th-3 notomen, con­
auctor and b-rakemn of extra 8 53. 

Snrr.ia.rv of evidence 
Conductor Brom, of m'ra 763, stated tnat mien 

he received trun order I\To. 10, ^eouiring nis trr.m to re­
port at France Si dm"-, he repented it to the dispatcher and 
then gave it to tno lotor.im, no read, it . loud co him. He 
jfnen informed the or. cenan oi its contents. Con<mctor 
brown was thoroughly familiar ,rith the locution of cue tele­
phone, aooat 500 feet east of the east switch at France 
Sic 1 ir j "In ch waa a j l c m -pomt s m m h for his 0 rait, but on 
rp-oror chmg this sidinc no was dazing end did noc an-men 
tutil -just an instant be forc the collision occurred. He 
m s riding m the front end of the motor md m e n ne looked 
up and sdir the npproa.chmr tram he called to tn3 10 caiman, 
out he did not kno1* whether or not the .motorman was also 
asleep. A brake test had been 'rn.de at Lima and the brakes 
worked properly en route, out tney were not applied prior 
to the collision. Conductor Brain further stated thr c he 
was in good physical condition and clu> not feel tired vlien 
he went on duty at 10.30 p.m. on August 20, 

Brakeman Court, of extra 763, started that <tt the 
time of the accident ne was sitting in the motor car, exam­
ining oills and reports for tne purpose of learning tne 
^ork for a conductor's position, and i.nile he is fairly well 
acquainted m t h the sidings and telephone booths on chat div­
ision, he uas not paving anv attention as to the loc non of 
his tram. The conductor had smd something to n n a.pout re­
porting at France or Cave, the latter sta.taon Deinp "est of 
Cnmcle, but he was not sure winch place was meant and. did 
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not concern hins-li abou*; the alter, and it ^leo uirpeared 
tn'1 « wnile he usually reads tno ord;is ninself, 3ret m this 
instance he 'ade no sffort to obtain information as to the 
contents of the orders. He seated that there 1 os consider­
able noise m the car, Traii cn ade it difficult to hear any 
conversation betvrem the rotorman and conductor, although 
ha heard tne a a t ci les, but ne did not hear any sounds of 
conversation after they passed Lliddlepomt. 3rr.kc.un Court 
esti etad fne speed of their tram at t^e ti 1 0 of one 
accident to nave been bst^een 2 5 and 30 miles per hour. 

Hotormm DcWitt, of extra 853, strted ti. c after 
Irvine Or able Si~mi, vaore :w received an order ">roviding 
a 'eat ,,ri th e T rr 7"3 at France Siding his trem attained 
a spaed between 20 <.rd 25 rules per hour, r.f 1 hen he 
discovered tnnt sxtrr 763 ha^ passed France Sidin', ho shut 
off the cor.troiler and aoplied the air brakes, the tram 
being brought to P stop before the collision occurred. 
H 3 estimated che sn^ed of tne opposing tram xo have been 
between 35 ano ^0 miles per hour. 

Conductor Joan son, of extra 853, thought that 
the arc light of extra 7S5 was visiole for a dict<nee of 
aoout 2 mles, m d he saia tnat as soon as ti3 no to m a n 
realized tnat the opposinp ex:ra had. passed. Franco Sidmg, 
he commenced, to reduce speed, Conductor Johnson estimating 
the distance betwe.an tn. tiso trams at that tine to have 
oeen 1,000 feet. Tne condactoi also stored c.^ t re turned 
off the headlight on his oT,n c<- r just before ure accident 
occurred, at this lotter tine his o m tram hid. ucout come 
to a stop, rhile no esti irted the gnced oi tne oeoosmg 
tTi- m to have been ifcout 40 niles per hour. The statements 
of Brakenan Harrison brought out nothing additional of 
lnportmce, except that it hud been the custon of the con­
ductor to advise hin of tne orders they received, m d m 
tins case he nad been mfornsd by Conductor Johnson rela­
tive to the orders governing their movement and thoroughly 
undarstood them. 

Tram Dispatcher Young, located at Fort Wayne, 
scaled that ,,7ken e x T a trains leave their terminals they 
ore given tne order to run e vtra over the '-mole division, 
and if impossiole to issue positive meet orders, ne issues 
a positive order co report f^on certain sidmrs na ed m 
the ord.er, which he did m this instance, and he s^id that 
this system is thoroughly understood by all concerned. 
Such an order restricts P movement beyond the desir rated 
nomt ]ust as nucn as if a meet order had been issued. 
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Tramnaster Lents stated that motor 763 was 
geared Tor a speed of 37^ mil^s per hour, and his exanm-
ltion of the car a'ter the accident showed the controller 
in full liUlnple position and the brake valve m full 
release, and there was no evidence of ''sand having been 
used prior to the collision. 

Conclusions. 
This accident was caused oy tne failure of 

Hotorman Mitchell and Conductor Brown, ol extra 763, to 
stop tneir tram at a sidmr specified by tram order,and 
obtsm furtner orders before proceeding beyond tnat point. 

The investigation disclosed tnat tne crev, of 
extra 763 received tram order No. 10, directing them to 
run as an extra, orain, and to report at France Siding, 
orears of this type being used on this line as a atter of 
practice. It appeared, however, tnat on approaching 
France Siding, Conductor Brom wag a.sleep and mat he did 
not awaken until just before the collision occurred. The 
reason for the failure of Motorman Hitchell to bring his 
tram to a stop at France Siding i S unknown, as no was 
killed as a result of the accident, but it would appear 
that he also was asleep or ne would nave kno<m when he 
passed Fr nee SiImp end also vould have seen tne head­
light on the approaching tram. An examination of cne car 
after the occurrence of the ciccident snored thmt tie 
brakes na.d not been applied, nor had che senders been used, 

The avid once also disclosed that mil a Conductor 
Brom had told 3rakeman Court of the contents of tne 
order, the brakeman wa< unable to state whotier tney were 
to report to the dispatcher at France or at Cave. Had he 
obtained the correct information relative to tnis order, 
and had he not been so occupied m learning ths clerical 
duties of a conductor that he failed to pay attention to 
the operation of his tram, he would he ve been m a posi­
tion to check up with the no to man and conductor TThen he 
saw that the tram was not going to stop at France Sidmg. 

All of the employees involved were experienced 
men with the exception of Brakeman Court, who entsied the 
service of this railroad on July 11, 1929, and Brakeman 
Harrison,who entered tne service on August 12, 1929, and 
none of them had been on dut~r m violation of any of the 
provisions of the hours of service law, motor ian Ilitchell, 
of extra 763, had been on duty 7 hours at tne tiae of the 
accident,after nan/mg been off dutv 15 hours, and. Conduc­
tor Brown nad been on duty 6 nours, after having been off 
duty 15 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
f". P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


