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LETOTT OF THT DIRECTON NF TES BUFEAT OF CaFETY IN RE
INVECTIGATION (I AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON
THE EV4NSVILLE #ND CEIO VALLEY RAILWAY a7 CLAY,
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Cetober 21 1927,
»
In the Covnicgion:

Cn “ertemper 7, 1027, there was a collisicon
bet 'efr o racgenger traln and a %tundlnb car con the
Eveasville and Chis Velley Railway a% Clav, Ind., which
12z .1lted 1n tre death ¢f 3 resgengers ana 1 employes,

ard the injury o ~8 passengers,
Lesatien and methed of cperation

Liis arcident occurred on the Zvaneville and
gon Tivision, whirh exfends oetween Evansville,
Iﬂu., and henders~n, Ky , a dietance nt 10 2 wiler
and 13 2 sinrle-track slectric line eover which Tiauns
Ar2 oreratea by time-teble, train onrders and an autln -
ratiic block-sirnal system. At the tairme o1 the accident
trains were being orerated by a special ariangement,
intended to farslitate the voverent of trains between
Dade Park and Zvansville, «tich superscded the tioe -
tatle rules. Tre accident occuarred on tne sidine at
Clay, which econsists of a spur track 850 feet 1n lengts,
apvrnaching tie spar-trask switch from the scuth thers
are a0t 2 miles of fangent track, the eritch being
located en thia tangent at a point 3,988 feet irov 1ts
g utiern end. the prade 1n the v101n1ty 1c rractically
eyel.

The siznale consist of bozes equi .ped with a
4-1nck ted leng anu operated by reans of a lever whic

ertendc .prard intn the HOuSlRF. Tney are so connected
tndt vhen a nortuon.nd train 1¢ ready to lesve Dade Tark
the ~overent of the lever causes the display of a stop

LJQLP atlon at Clay for szoutrboun?t trains, and vhen a
gonthbound train 1s ready to leave hentucky avenue the
roverent o~ the lever st that poirt cawes the display

of @ stop inlication at Clay for nori:bownd trains.

There nie ftvo 61700 1l brnres at (lay, voiking in consjunction
with t.nce at La“e leork and Ventung AVENUE . When the
signal =re "dark," tist 1s, vien no indication is dia-
played, 1t chows that the block 1s clear.
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The siding ot Clay 1s 1sed beth as an industrial
track anid .3 a passing track. The s™itcn 1s a facing-
point ewitch for northbounc trains, lealding off the main
track to the rigsht, and 1t 15 nperated by an Ellint
tyre nlgh cwvitch stand viich 18 located con the east cor
rizat side of the trasck, as 1s also the case with the %o

<

=1gn- 1 boxeg, It 1~ eguipped with a wetcl target vith a
creen disce to .nuicate wnen the gwitch 1s closed and a
red arron to i1ncicate vhen 1t 1s open. In addition 1t

hee o eswitch lamp of the ordinary type which displays
11 at: coirecponfing in color to those Aiszplayed by the

tarmet, On azcount of the cwiteh stand being leocated in
line =1th the pover poles, together Ji1th the tio0 gignal
boxes, vhich are aoolt th uavu heizht as the eswitch stand,

the viom ni the sviteh 51gnaln fror an appreoaching noztnbOLnJ
train 18 rectricted teo zppioximately 400 teet, waille the

11 "hte displayed by the signal boxesg are conciderably
brichter thar tnose displaved by the gswitch larp, ond vien
contrested the latter are alrost i1ndiscernable on L@

cay of the accident, and ©.r reveral doys prinz Ther-to,
torre was a soitchtender on dnty ot Clay for the prignree

of operating the bleack anda also to hendle the svaiteh when
the si1ding vas used for reetins and pesfing troins.

Tre =eathe> va: clear =2t the tire of Lhe acciden
wLich neoenrred at akout 5 20 pur

s

Jegcrigptior

,_1

On the day of the accident eouthbound notor cal
117, 1n ckalge nf lotorman-Con ucter Brewm, departed from
Eveznsville, 3.00 wiles north of Clay, ot 4 p.-m. and arcn
ariivel at Cley 1t entered the cidinyg at thet point fer the
purkose of meeting a northbounc caz After the cpresing
cer hed passed, car 117 heasded out on the main trask and
proueeigd to Mace Fark, 3 5 wriles south of Clay, Shortly
cftervards thie car staitens northward on .ts return trip
£0 valle 1t wac approaching Clay the switchtender ot thot
point adjusted the block signual uni cignaled Motorman
brovn tn uroceed The owitch was open, howvever, and the
ccr entered the gi1ding and collided with a lcaded freioht
car wrile traveling t a cpeed estivated $o have reen about

]

0 rales PET LDLT.

The freight ~ar was driven abest agoinet a cut ol
tvo cors gtanding a stort cistance beyond, forcaing the
le ding T 5T the cut off the end nf the track, none of

the sther ¢ guiprent ez derailed. w1 117 wae coasider-
“bly dauzced while the car wula vh t crllider wos

hich
slizghtly danaged. “Le €vpleyee killed wa. trne rotormen-
conductor.
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Srmnary of evidence

“wiicltender Lleyd, who 1= reg.lerly ewployved
as a section foremun but who hot beon terporarily assignhed
tniet days prior to the accideunt to cperatc the signals
and switeh at Clay dvring the recing season at Dade Partk,
cbatcd that when car 117 arriveu on its southbound Srip
nc opened the sgwitch aro i1ustricted Lhe motorman to back
1n on the gidiing, for the purpoce of aeeting another car.
after an interval of ceveral wunutes, auring which time
he convarsed with Molorman Brown, tne oppoosing car passed
sad he then onened the smtch and permitted cer 117 to
retuin to *the wain track. Switehtender Lloyd said ne
closed the switch Bav 41d not lockx 1t =nd adjusted the
trolley, after vhich the cear departcd southward and he
then .oted that the points were lined for a mwain-track
movenent. He erphatically maintained trnat he closed the
cwiven, stating thet 1a doing so hoplaced the switeh
lever 1n Lhe socket on tlhe west gide of the switeh ztund,
Turther stabting that rren the lever 1e set 1n the sooket
on e south oide of the stand the switch 1s open; al-
taoush ag a matter of fact the switeh 13 open when the
lever 18 on the west srde of tue stand. Between the
tiwe at wlich car 117 left Clay, ant 1ts return dout
£0 minutes later, e wvas abscnt end out of sight of the
swivech for a period of from five to ei.hit rinutes. Just
prior Yo hie departu.. 40 gaw three nen walking towaids
nim, about gi1x pcle-lengti.r distant, but upon his return
2 opserved ne cne 1n too vicinity and Le did not again
nctice the position of toe switch, Wi.en car 117 vkictled
for the cuive snuth of Cley, on tlc return trip frorw
Dade Park, he communicated oy telephone 1th tne block
cperoter at Kentveky fvenue and then operated the signals
anc cave thc rotorran of tre ap,)roaclhing cer & proceed
s1rnal, azswing that the switel vwes still closad. He
£a1d thet beforc tze car had reachied nim be began lcok-
inz towards the south for the purpose of observing fol-
lowing cars, and Laic first knowsledse of anything wrong
v 8 when he heard the crasl. Switchtender Lloyd couald
rot necount for the fzet that the car entered the siding
ag wi.en he goserved tile position of the switch a short
tim~ after tae occurrence of the accident he found 11 set
for tle rain track.

W. R Soutuveod, « parsenger on car 117 at the
time of the accident, sai1d he was riding in the front
compurtrent of the cor as 1t was approaching the switch
at Clay an? tha®t ahen 1t Lha? reached a point from 80 to
100 fcet from the gwitch Le noticed the target mas dis-—
vlaying a red indicotion, he imvediately called to othez
pascengers that the car was about to enter an open switch,
he stated that when tae car entercd the emirtch the lurch
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caused tao rotoimran to fall, ot that he immediately arose
and started to cperate ile control at abecut the time the
ccllision occurred. He furtlher sleted that he did not

ge¢ tae switchtender give any rfiznels while tae car was
approaching, no: did the motorren lndlc te by wora or
cepture trat we realaized the witch was sct for the siding.

Yotorman Voiles, wno reacncd tne scene of the
accident cn the following car about & o1 10 rminutes after
1.8 occurrence, stated that upen his errivel he stopped
hi= car coubn of the switch, wnich vas tlen open, and that
he requested o bystender to clore 1% 1n order for him to
proceed. He 2lso caid that duiing the morning, whale
acting as an inspector, Le had ingpected car 117 and found
1t te be in good coundition.

Master Mecchanic Burke szaic car 117 was last given a
gunural irspection on Aupust 26 aad ot thet time 1t was
found in geood condition and_since then no defects had been
reucrted. He estimeted that o car of the type nvolved,
traveling at a speed of 40 miles per nour, cculd be pbrough
to @ stop within a distance of 400 feet by reversing the
wotor anc¢ applying the brakes 1n emergency.

oupezln tendent of Transocrtotion Meocore ctated that
botlh Saitchtender Llcyvd ara Motorwan Brown had passed the
prescrived exominations and were considered competent for
fie duties assigned 1o thew.

Comclusions

Thir accicent was cazuvsed by an cpen switeh, for
w.ilch Switchtender Lloy”® was responsible,

Switehtender Lloyd insistea thot he closed the
snteh ater car 117 left Clay on 1te southbound trip, and
mien 1t returne” or the northy und tric he gave the aotor-
man &  ploceed esignal waithout noticing that the switch was
cpen, It seems apparent either that scone one opened the
uniacked switch while Switchtender Lloyd was temporarily
aosent from his poet cr else 1lhet he failed to close the
switch following the departure cof car 117 on ite south-
bownd traip. In either event, 1t was incurbent on hiu to
kxnow that the switcll was i1n preper position before giving
& clear rignal to an approaching train, he had been placed
at this point for the particular purpose of handlin: the
switch and operating the block cyster, and there 1. no ex-—
cuse for his faillure croperly to attend to thic duaty.
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iccordinz to the evidence available, lMotorman Brown
apparently ac.epted the proceed signal glven by Switch-
tender L1nid as an indication that everything was 1n
ioaiam « to1 the train to continue on 1ts way, and
the fecl thet he was thiown frem hic seat by the lurch
of the car as 1t entered the switch, would seem to indicate
that he had no prior knowleage of the fact that the ewitou
was open, The view of the sritch stand signal indications
from the rotorman's pest on a northtound car 1s obscurea
by the block-signal boxes, anu a very mateiial improverens
1n this respect could be effected by lalsing or loweling
theze boxes on the pole on rhich they are mountea, ahach
13 the fairst pole gouth of 1he switch stana.

An adeguate automatic train stop or train contiol
device would have prevented this accident.

experirenced men, and -t
tnen had Teen on v i
the hour. of

, The employees involved were
the fime oi the accident none of
1 vinTaation 0T aay of tre oty ronl v oL
yelvice law. -

Reapectifully submitted,
W. P, BCRL.ND,

Director.



