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INTERSTATE OOIilSRGE COM;MISSION 

REPORT OE TEE DIRECTOR OR THE BUREAU OE SAFETY T N RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACC IDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
ERIE RAILROAD AT YOUNGSTOlfN, OP 10, ON JULY 9, 1930. 

August 7, 1930 
To trie Commas::; ion 

On July 9, 1930, tame wan a rear :nd collision 
between an Erie frembt m u m and a Pittsburgh & Lake Erie 
passenger tiam on m e tracks of tne Erie Railroad at 
Yojngntown, Ohio, wn: on resulted :n the death of one em­
ployee and the mjuiy of one employee J '~ 

Location aid rue tnod of operation 
Ihis accident occurmd on the Fazelton Branch of 

the Fahonmg Division wh_eh extends between Dry Pun, near 
"N" Tower, and llmrod Tovci, within the city limits of 
Youngstown, a distance of appmxmamly 1 58 tries, and is 
a doubl "5-tiack line used jointly ay the Erie Railroad and 
Pittsburgh & LnKe Erie Rmlroaa under supervision of tne 
offjcrals of the Erie S ^ h o a d First-class trams are 
operated by time-table and tram orders and second-class 
and inferior trams are operated under ymd-lmiit rules, 
there bemg no blot k-oegna] syetem in use. The ace-dent 
occurred ^t a point l,9aG feet oust of ''aR" Target, ap­
proaching tnis j o i m Iron the oast me track m tangent 
for v distance of -mproxn ately 1,^00 feet, followed by a 
2° curve to the r> 'km' about 7bb fern m length, tne accident 
occurring at trie L w m m g end of thnu cu^ve. Tne grade at 
the pcmu of accidmt m 0 31 per cent ascending for west­
bound trains. In m o vicinity of .Pu nomt of accident 
tne tracks of the P &, i.. E. Railroad parallel those of the 
Erie Railioad on the nor^l . Iir,jcc dLately north of the P. & 
L E tracks there i£ a retainmg W-ll, m embankment aid 
a fenci which rcstrmt the vaiv of m e n o m c of accident 
fron ^mtbound trams on the J'-rie tracks to a distance of 
approximately 1,000 feet. At the tine of the accident 
there wra a tmin standing on the R. & L . E. eastbound 
n a m track whmh fuifrer restr: c Lad. tho vie,/ to about 330 
feet. 

The weather wan clear at the mne of tne accident, 
wn ieh occurred aoout 6 54 a. n 



Description 
VJestbound Eric fremht tram ^77 consisted ol1 73 cars 

ano o emooso, naaleel oy engine 43~I6, and was m charge 
oi Conductor Gray cor ana jmgir.em.an RoTeuiy. At "I" Tower, 
5,365 feet east of the point of accident, the crow rc-
cexvod o. clearance cord radicating that all fust class 
trains >aee at Youngetown had arrived and left except tram 
i\To 3 whicn was about 15 minutes lete. Tram lie. 3 \vn a 
westbound tram t^mh a^ro upon the joint track at Valley 
Street and come a jon che rou^e U3ed by tiam £77 it Hinrod 
Tower. Tram to. i wa,o usmg the same route as train 2/7, 
ana was senca. m d tc pass 'M'1 tcwai at u.CO a in. ana NYC 
June tion at b 55 a a 1 .'am ?7 7 departed, fron "Ji" tower 
at 6.43 a ,i , a m efto 1 .topping when the engine reached 
"IIK" Target iu proceeded and w^e inrving tt a speed various­
ly estimated at faux 3 c 8 m lei uoi iaur waon i , was struck 
by P 4o L. E. tram fcio 1. 

tfostbcuud P. &*• I "i1 pc^en^ r tram1 Ho. 1 consist-
el of one commonr.: m < ml .̂id haggle ear md. tnrco corches, 
hauled by erg are a ?b ; .̂ne 'n if m nlri.]p of Cordue tor Delaney 
anrl rngme: an tx^o... r,1r s tram Itucrûa froi "IM" Tower at 
6 52 a. m, , 2 r mates Late, aia> oehlided with Trie tram 277 
while tmatoliiig at a -r Ood rmou3i;r esri at 'i to ii ore oeen 
between 5 and 20 • -> les nor nour. 

Tie cabo<_se <. .' tr un 277 was d,_.rmlad ana pr'^ical-
ly demo"1 ishel, and m e Ln^t ur J_ m m lS t m m A as slightly laringGl. Engine ^35 /as njt dervioi but sustained, slight 
doiiag . Tin diplayoe hi J "I ed w°s tup conductor of train £77. 

Sumna^y of evilencc 
Engmeman Rom m y m tra n 27''' stated tm>t when nis 

trim /as ready to decant ha? mceived a clearance card 
at "K" Tcvem wh ' en ; adr o nted. tuei m a m i\o 3 was 15 
minutes late m , doom tad at ahr ut 6 30 a. m , 
end was hrniTht to p sbm wnen i ie mgxiio reached a point 
about 10 ei i ̂  ui: -Juiais aa; t f tr e safety target at "NX" 
Tower, he starte l ,be tram n_ m n and. moving slowly, 
waiting foi' tram his. 3 to pass iharod T nrer m a for the 
cot rat JP to clear the 6'bnul for h,a tram m e n tao collision 
co cur-rod, his tram then vac running at , spama of fron 3 to 
5 riles j. m hevr. Lo tneught at tho trm that the biakos 
hud been uppTiru hy so ie one at t ^ rear i tho tram on ac­
count of tho turn trcceodmg without tne f 1 aaaen as it is 
customary to flog when on the time of a furst-class tram, 
while ho m o w m s hm in was close on the time of t^am No 1 
bo did net watstle jut a flag when the uram stê pced short 
of "KK" Target m r the reason thm, due to tne length if the 
trair it would have bean l'posoible for the flagman to hear 
the v iistlc. 
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The staoenien.br; of Fireman Kalal/and Head Brakeman 
0'I\leil, cf train 277, corroborated those of Engmeran 
R jxbury as to the novenent of tne_mr tram pr 1 or be the 
accident Brakeman O'He'l also said it v/cs tne practice 
for flagman bo protect j n the vicinity of tne point of acci­
dent 

Flagman Turnbull, of tram 277 , stated that he has 
been in the service fe^ about I B years m d is a guolified 
conaucL-m, and was last excwaned or the rules ab at two m 
three \rciks prior to the C cement. His tram left the V. & 
L 1 vu d about 6.00 a. m. , m d oasoel '^T' office at 6.35 
or 6.10 e n., st< pocd at "Nil" Tavgct ibcub 1 minute, then 
preceded and vas m n u m g at a speed of 6 or 0 miles per 
hour when tne caoome w m stmck oy trom N m 1, he had pro­
vided no flag protecti m at cry tare, h he and the conduc­
tor were working en tho rocr^Vj, aid mot sec the tram 
standing en the altmaiLii^ f & L . 11. track and bhe fust m -
dicati ,n he rceeivec of <_ tram ap.'roaol 1 ng was wnon a head­
light appeared aoojt 10 oi 12 cm-'engths to the rear of his 
tram. / J t a O a ^ h ^e and t h e ocraaotor h e l d conversation 
regarding trem >To. 1 -after pa a sing T,N" Tower he a ad it m 
m m d and was avare of the t bint tram Aras due at "N" 
Tower and knew th i t hi,3 v wn tram m c then on tho 4ime of 
train H J 1, he k m w tiimt flmgin^ ••mas rrguirea within yard 
limits when on tne time of a farsm clam tram, but ne 
thought a clem- s mal mdieat] i/«ruld re displayed at 
Himroi Toimor ar d inr .mm.: n vould ccntmue without stepping 
again He said the t m v j o,,r of m a tram being in ±. tion, 
regardless o f its tpeed, r>e did i ; 1 timid it would be neces­
sary t o protect, and if he did go b m k te fla^ it would be 
hard f m hi i to catch n x s tram ag?m Ee Imd been working 
on this parti culm tiam twr rucu; 6 :omtr s and usually JJIO-
vi_dod protection wnon hi? tram was n m n m g m snort time 
and an no instance had ne beer l o f t oca., no He further 
stated that tne fumosc mas suppl od with f isees and torpedoes 
ana admitted that mf he had dropped a light COL fusco i t no 
doubt would j'ave nrevented the accident, tie was al so farnl-
iar w i m the rule true with an yard limits viioie t he view of 
m approaching tram m obecurod flagging is requLred but he 
did not notice the trmn on +hc a rooming track until it ^ a s 
too late to do so 

Engineman &reen, of tram im 1, .mated m a t the a i r 
brakes on h i s n a m functioned properly en route and that 
nothm„ unusual occuirod p r i m t) m e accident. His tram 
stopped at 'hp' Tewci \ u 6 5lV end ^fter receiving a sibnal 
to proceed his train smited and hod attained a speed of 
about 30 miles per hour when n^ obS'rved the cupola of a 
cabcose around t n e curve about four or tbve cor-longtns 
ahead of his engine, he immediately opplied the omkes jn 
emergency out the distance nis insufficient to stop the train 
although t n e speed 'ts reduced to no t imorc than 5 miles per 
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nour at tho tir.o of tho ace;-'dene. He y~id that under ordi­
nary conditions ho would have seen the tram ahcid m tine 
to stop hut due to the curvature of tue track together with 
a tram standing on the F & 1 II. eaotboumyl-aiii uruck he 
was prevented fron seeing tne caboose m y sooner than he 
did.. Hi s tram d id not. encounter any torpedoes, neitner did 
lie see a fuiec or a nlofnan while opproacning the point of 
accilont, h_n f 11 at 'aiowledLge tn't a tram was occupying 
the w\ ck was when tne caboose of tnat tram oa^r into view, 
lie further stated tnat p n n to the date of tne accident his 
trum has omrtcren t ^ m Ho. 2 n7 between "i-I" Tower and 
in'irod. Junction and on a] L occasions that train was protected 
hy cither a flugi an or a nil ee, and sonetmep two fusets 
at different points 

Firenan Bin Item, of tram r-io. 1 , °tated th nt when 
his tram jn-oppod ,JI "!'" Tm i he noted the tine to do 
6.5I7T 0 n , and tn̂ 'L, t>< 3 tram starred eg m alnost m -
ncdiately lie did not .now ti.at another err j 11 was preced­
ing nis own tinnn r 1 1 his iirst intuntiou of anything wrong 
was w^en the f.o;pno.:ii 1 0 1 l c t I the erases ±n energency. Ee 
leaned cut of do vnidc.v and looked "In nl but 011 acaount of 
his iiositicn on the outs oc c^ + nc curve he did not see the 
caboose o-" tram S7 n until t n engine reached a uomt 
about 10 hjit fion ±t. ±le csoimtc] the ap c c d of his "ram 
at the tLic of tj.a Oj trgoncy ornke application at oO 1 lies 
per hour ord ^ u tne tire 01 the eoccmoiit at L0 ules per 
hour. 

fa "ga^cnon Kai^p of tram h o . I, stated tnat Ins 
tram lift "hi" To.vcr at G.52 a. n., ard aoout 2{ nmutes 
latcn he felt u.v e.ioigency application 0 " tho biakes at 
wnich tiv1e ne thought tne tn ID tieve"1 m g at a sxj(3ed 
cf about '60 I V L C O oci ho^r winch ,vm leouced to about 20 
riles p^a hour at t1 e t \i of t' 3 I'CidO'it. 

Couducto-i- l>vl,-^ , of fnnn 1 > 1, stated that the 
tram demrted f 1. "iV' T^wor <t 5.52 a. 1 ., and w-s running 
at a tpoen of 1) out ^0 mice 1 or . i:tr /put pricr to the 
accidcnc Hi I C J o at vig irtci O.-J scon as the collision 
occurred and il w„-> then C.54 a 

Dispatcior Pu..er s^etel tent ^reinUe 277 is 
scheduled tc leave the ? & B S v m d rn 6 00 a. n , and 
tint cn ute dr,y of the accident it was reported ready for 
departure at o Go a he n xlietely issued a clearance 
through the office -t "h" Tower snowing train Ko. o ' O S about 
15 r mutes late. He am d theie ift no specified tine for per­
mitting freight trains mron the P & L "d railroad toeatcr 
the tracks of tko I n e Pail road, tne dinpet chore generally 
using their own judgment provjdm^, of cruise, tJut tnoy are 
not too close ahe id of passenger trams. lie was net 111 



charge of tram novo.1 eat o at the tire tram No. 1 pmsed 
"N" T'lŵ r and had rode nu provision for the crow of that 
trem to he notified that there was a freight tram nneud 
of it an it is not oust.OR nry +o do so at that pomt. 

Cone 1usieuo 
This aie: ueat y,as earned cy failure to provide 

f LR .___, orotect j on , -f'er whmh Oonductoi Cray tor ard m a g m m 
Turnbull ware responsioj.* . 

Tne ra1 f p provide that w m a a t m m :s stopped 
or deiavcd under m e n toners m which it nay bo over­
taken oy another t •'in., tr a flsgim is required to go hack 
m cdionolv with > m p m g m " ^ a saf L m m n t an stamo to iii-
sare fa 1! protect m i . Goimtn . o T J are mourned to 'mow that 
taeir flagman go oui ere pt'y w m n ncce.asrv to m „g. in 
yard ]i its mote-algou m miuimd \ hen oa tho tim of a fir 
class t m m â 1 W i . c n tne m / ' :s oLtoam 1 or : n "oggy or 
sfomy weat er 

According to the mate m t s ci Fle^mia Turn Dull 
he wai fa1 il.ar va h the ruleo r.oun'r, L'l g protection 
and Knew t m r;c a;Jcl.n m n m n g t + o of trie1" No 1 i n chat 
vicinitv, and al^o tnat n'n O TWI tr m w a on tie kce on 
that tram, yat he a l e no rate n't to j_.ro vr le [refaction of 
any kind until ha obsamved J ho mpeiuor tri 1 opproccuing 
o^ly a ahc^L distance '1Taay, it m d taon toe late to prevent 
the acemert 11m on]; excuse far not tnro toatmg was chat 
ho was if the epm: an dmt m long as ] m crmn was m 
notion it v;,& unnecessary to do so and Lime if ne had gotten 
off to flag he woui i m m hid da rf malty m mtoning his 
tram aran, de nen mod, ^uwavr, tnt more was e supply 
of fusees an' tor}' doen 'mailable m tht c ~ c oso m d t] at 
had he tnrovm off a m . m n p fhmm 1 efore round mg the curve 
on w h m h tun a cam one ooiumra ti e colli nan probably woul 1 
have UP en avgrte1. m y Ccnaunt y Ci igor failed to see to 
it tnat l,i_s tr 1 J .van not p'ae 1 \ pretectal! is not known 
ac he was itiJleL n ~ t v ace dene 

The enplovma involved were experienced on and at the 
tir.e of the accident none of tarn h 1 been en duty m vio­
lation of any of tre njovismris of tne hcurs ef nervioo 
1 n> 

E c sp ac .,f ul I j eu o n 11 ed, 
<:/ P . 7-IOKLAJID, 
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