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IB A8 INVESTIGATIH OF AB AOGILosHT .8 THE ARIB RAlLRGAD HodR
RIPTELN, OHID, OF JUHE 4, 4914,

July 16, 1914,

Gn June 4, 1918, thers wie & healwsnd sollinion
betweoan an expty troop train smd & lizht eaglne on the Irie
Rmilrosd ngor Gittmen, Ohlo, which waalted in the deeth of §
amployoss aol 1 wllmen porter, sad the iajury of 3 nyl.aw;;;
After inventipgstion the Ghisf of the Burem of Safo &y reporss
28 followes

Tue Xont &vision upon whiah this acgident scocurred
ia & dovblevbruck ling extending hetwecn Zent and sariom, Chle,
& distance of 113,06 miles, dver whiloh tralss are operated Ny
smtonetie bdioak sigsalw, Trudps moviag sgeinet the ourvent of
traffie are oparstod by trala ordors trenmitted by Selephoase,
The genaeral divection of the trocke is seed and west, the north
track belicg ueed for westbound Sraffic wal the gouth trssk fop
earthoundk trxaffls,

Festhound extre 40RY consiuting 42 lodom tive 4O0RY
and n oabodde, left Kenk ot P83 p.m, on Jnne B4 in amrge of
dondugtor Showmeker and inginensn Smith. UJpon srriviag 2% Zets
more, (hic, 48 cars wore sidsd % the traiay it lof% thars 5t
11,654 pan, and syrived ot Silver Creek, Ohio, 22,8 miles west of
Fent, and 7.6 miles wept af Heomore, ot 1E,19 .., Jums 4%h, O
agoount of the sidiag bedag blocked this traia pulled dowa the
main track; some of the oars were oub off snd taken e Wadgwortdh
saf the locoms Sive returoed to S1tver (reek, working thers until
i% ren cut of weter, The logomdtive was then ocut off and $aken
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to sterling, Ohio, 9.8 milem west of 3ilver Opeek, for witer,
After gotting water thw enginemsn reoacived train owder e, 5,

reoding ss follows:

Bty D158 weat hes ri aver oppouing
an Mw;ri frask Silver G% to A% *!

lososotive 4027 left Sterling at &l d.Re oR the Sestw
wound track, basking up, svnd was prosesding sestward st = speed
af 18 er 1B nmiles ap houy wasn it s0llided with extze 383 ot w
podnt sbout uile west of RUitasn ot sbaut 4,80 sumy  Rittuen
1s 1608t0d 6,4 miles weet of Silver Ureek snd Stexling is Seb
miles west of Rittsan, )

Houthonnd axtys E168 cansisted of lecomniive HLES, 3
box 4oy, 14 Pulloan sleeping oars snd & esdeops, 8l wply troop
trein emiymest, snd was in elnrge of SontugtoP Wolfe end Baginaw
una Brangs It Jeft Zant et 5,10 s.ne, sl arvived st Si0ver Gresl
8% 883 seme Waere the erew received a copy of train ordar No. 8
ronlliog as f1lowes

Ex 3159 went hap right over o traine oo
Wﬁwsihmm&hmum

This teadn left Silver Oreek 8% 4.0 &,m. over the sssbbousd
fruek snd 0o1lidwd with sxtys 3165 whils yumning st & aseed of ah
50 miles sn hour,

The rear trucks of the tender of losumotive 4DEY ware
dorelled and the raur end of the tender lay on the front pert of
the frmos of logumdtive J16G. The wpper pars of the front end of
the tender was foresd partislly inte the eadb of logon otive 4LBY,
Ieoomotive M52 yamained wpright on the vondbed with its frent
trugks, firsy, segond ond third driving wheele derailsd, i the
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reny driviag vheels and trelling trucke reusined on the track,
The samder lay om ite right slde dlogonaily aaross the westhound
track with ite freat end i:zuedistely bebisd loooms tive X155, 7w
box eayr iuwdlately babind the tender wes teleseoped iis entire
leagth by the Loeping sur behind ite The glseping car was pare
tinlly tipped over toward the aorth with ise hew ond agelned th
resr ond of the taader and it reer end oz the roed bed of the
smptiound track, T head and of the alasving sar wee arushed
in for s distance of about 8 fewty The rozminder of the train

maingd on the trade, The mgineman, sonduator, firemnn and head
Waireman of pxtrs BEDS and the firensn on losmtive ACET ware
killed,

Approseh ing thes point of seciient fyom Rittman thore
g a Beflogres curve % the right, 680 feat long, them » %ugent
£,000 feot lang, then & Evdegres curve to the right ebewd 2,900
feat long, the acoldent cedurring sbout 40 feet Trom the enst e
of dhis guxrve, A% the polat of saollient the track is 15%d 6; A
itefost #1111 and there is su ssoealing grade of ¥4 for westboun
trainee Under favorabla conditions, eaginemen on westbound twral
sonld see about 700 feet beyond point of collision when within
3,000 feok of it, ond enginemen cn sestbound traine oowld wes
polnt of sesldent when within 1,200 feet of it. The weathey at
tive wae olemyy

ingloewan 3aith of extra 402V sisted that efter takia
water at Stmling he reestved traln erxdsr S0, & frem the opemat
there, gtoting that extye 81563 had right over epposling traing o2
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easbward trask to iitttman, ant he started desk toward nittman
oxvetting tu moot extyn 3153 there. (hen hs resshed a point mboy
one mile weat of Rittmen he ssw the hesilight sf extyre 163 on
the vuxrve bt oould not $ell on what tregk the traias wee rumisg
antil 1t was within 10 or 16 sar lengbhe.

He sallsd to employess onm the leasmotiwe to Jump, tris
o s%p the loesmotive and pyocasd in the appemite 4irestion, W
Bafnre b could bring 1t to 8 stop the enllislon sescuxrred,

Fiagmen Hudson of exiys 8158 steti-d that vhem nis fwnls
stopped 2t sliver Gyeek Confoater Wolfe told him their traln wom
rrooead %o Sterling over the easibount dvsalt. The trainm left th
and waa yunaing at » 2poed of stovt 3O wmiles an humr when the gt
Aimion comirred.

#rersn Boyey of oxtre J163 wap f2imlly infured, Wk W
fore hin death he etated that he resd traln owéar 3o, & that waa
%veresd 4o the ongineman et 3ilviy Creek, smd that the exder
Peused Wiz tala o mee the eustlounmd trask from Lllver Grosk %o
Btexling, Heo thought the spood eof his train wes abouk 230 milen
as howr at the tme of the ovlliston, Tat it wns dazvk and he wea
patting i » fire emd 412 mot sec losomotive 40RY,

Cperetor Sauders, vho was an duty at Silver Crsck, ste
of that on June &k Dimpatcher Bellemger gave him an oréer svrm
the telephones glving sxtrs 3163 right over opposiang tratins on &
wird twok from Siltver Ozeek to Rittmen sand he repmutsd the ord
pank to the dispeteher, In copying the order he pnt down "mest.
wird teneX" instend 0f "essiward traok,™ and for that 1eancn Te«
oopled it, and in exder to get the praetioe he oopied the order
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aboud ten timem, in recopylog 1t he erroncoumly inserted Sterd
in plsee of Rittuan, but eould glve to resson for dvimg oo othey
than that he had Sterling fiwed in bis nind en seconot of losome
tive AORY going there for water, ithen sxtre $1E8 arrived there
pided up the reguirved mumher of coplan of the oxder, plaking oo
these that lobked the doot, enk delivared than 0 the orewy he
418 mt deowver he had mede sa «FYer in copyiag the order vati:
sfisr that trels bnd departed. Ho s2id he galled the &ispatahex
for the mrposs of notifying him of the umistake, dat foumd thad
e wag dosy and said nothlog % nim about 1t. Uperstor Seoders
stated that he was o ixtess years of &g and hed Deen mmployed a
third %risk opermtor ut Silver Greak for amut tw monthe 3ol &
halfy that he had Doan employed as & maintainer at Bilrer Ureek
for two ox three weoka bofors beling smcloyod &8 sn opmrator, ba
during tat time had watched the eperater there mimipaiaie the
levers aad gspy ovderse: Yhen he wig saplcayed &a an opsrater s
23 worked ia e tower with him ooe day %5 instrust him, BHe
#aid he was gives & physiosl sxszinetion bafors being employed
and Tilled out & paper, ths contente of whish he A4 not remerdy
He dod beon atked 17 he eould sesure the doek of runles his bBxwd)
ad in hie sossession vhen he wae sperster thers, and wrote to
for 1%, Wt moesived & roply from hils brother that he acver lwd
ook of ralos. Upecrstor Smders 434 not have s hosk of ruies w
434 not koow vhether the dinpaboher wes eware he had Been unshl
to seonrs ons fram his bLrothaw; he hed prepered 5 mesgege to hi
mperiar etating his inability 20 secure the book, tut 4ld rot
Enow vhother it had hean pant. He ssil he wad not Lmetrusted
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af to his dutles exsopt that the sceond tyiek owerstop showed
hi® how to write & traim ardar 8 gouwsle of iimmm ond wea esadien
by hlm te Do vary merefal in copying orders,

Digpntsher Bellenger steted that he wnt on duty at mi
night epd the sidimg et Gilver CGresk being Mlcoked he sivised th
sondve tor of extra 408Y % work on the wsin $reck, When losemo’
4007 ron omt of water & mouber of the train eres called him wp &
meil it hed gome to Sterling for water and told him the piding h
2ot deon slssrad, IDdapstoher Rellsnger steted that he oalled up
Oparstoy Ssulere at Silver Creek and esplaimed %o him thot the a
rapk and mein track were bloeksd at tilver Orvesk and that englr
AURY Bad gone te Sterling fovy water, e pald he told Jperator
Senlers thet vhen extiza KBS arvived thet trsia woula be wunm av.
the sartbhonnd tyask fyem Silver Oresk to Rittman, snd esked him
if ne wndersmbiood, 8nd @ roplisd that hw d4ide. He then isened t»
order No. 8, sl when Uperator dmdoys repanted 1t baesk te him,
Digpataher Bellenger sald te Rims "How, you Bolf thut 3163 righ
there at the ollies ®r & 1little bit, stop them right at the of
and bold tham there.” e then enlled the spsrmtor at sSterling,
gove him tvedn o28er Roy & to be delivered to Znplinemmn Suith o
logomotive 408Y, Uhen infiywed of the sesident he salled wp Up
tor seviers snd ssked him 42 repeet the order he giws extys 818537
and he repented 1t correstly, Dispataber Bal leager ssked him i¥
that web the orday ha gowe tat trein, and Operator Semders reopl
that ke o3 coplied the order over wnd hod given the eopy Yo exti
155, snd when he wes Boimd to read thet copy, be read: “HIE3 M
right over opposing trains over eastwenrd traock fyem 3ilver Qreed
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Fterd iog."

This sseldent was osaved by Cperstor Swmders making
a3 erve? im ¢ opylag traln ovder He. 8, thereby giving extra
B153 right over oprosiag Sraine from Jilver Oveak to Sterliag
loatesd of to Rithmam,

thief Mepatehay Folsom sinted that ke Md erperisnesd
eonpideradle a1ffionity in scowring experienced operators, snd
whsn the operster 8t pilever Oreal was eallad to the ayny hig bred)
Py Ky Sauvders, wanted the ponition, and sz thers waz mo one
*ina avallabla to £111 ths positisn be war employed,s Ye puld he
undeyntosd that Cpevstor landews had bedn srounl the tower at 311
ver Oresk with iiw bdrother some little time und bdiieved hs way
sompuat fazlliinr with the duties tharsi he wae tlurefore cmploye
brougit to uariom where he filled eut an epplicaticn blank, and
wan dfreoted Lo roport t0 the traimmmator for an exEnimtion whiel
Dizpgatoher Foluam mipposed ingivded exmaimtion on the hosk of ru
Disps mbewr Foloon paid it wea not the prasiise to put & man to
work in & tower who had oot besn wrommd a2 tower and waa et Mild
iar with ita operalion, He said omd of the ressons theywave ube
shis to hold thelr oparstars was dedause there sre S0 DARY sobw
seoting lings peer that pold wore mpdey for thut works He had h
sonplaliste from dtemtchers about the way Jps: ator Sanders per-
formed his dwilss, Yot he was the beat he counld get ot thet Sime,
e pinted that it was the duty of the chisf dimpatoher te furnimh
oporaters with & book of rnles, dut caid Operator Sesiers %old
him ke sowld get 8 boak of rules fyom his brother ant he presmmed
that ke 414 ssoure i%, sod therefors ochorged it w0 him,
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While the &ivest responsid 11ty for this scoiient
rorts with Operator Ssullews, this investlg-tlom digelomed tlmt
he wae but slxteen yeors of ags and hnd beaan enployed &8 &n Operw
ator at 2llver Oreok minvge April 25, 1518, without weyious exe
periense &g o opersbor, Ne had not bewn furnished with a book
of aporstieg relse and hnd boen given very 1ittle instruotion as
19 his duiien, npnd on sveswnt of hir yorh, lask of traiming and
arparionne he wee not sompetentd to powswe ths lmportant dutise
of vperstory and mMcsive, sopy sad deliver train ordera, In thim
Sess he entored “eoeplete™ om the order st thw timo it we iszeusd
not waiting wottl 1% wes sompleted by the dlspatcher, snd e
eoplied the order swyeral timest he wis mot gpufficiently irfoimed
$0 roalins thot in both of thewe rewpoois e wan violating fundas
zentsl rales sssentiz) % the pafety of rallresd overation, And
oven after he disecvered hla errvor 1 toyuying the order he wes no'
suffiotently alive to the provity of the sitwtion (o inform the
dimprtobey, his erxcuse belng that ths Zispetober wns busy 4nd hae
434 not want to irtervupt him,

e overating offloislg om the Yout Division of the
Srie Aellrosd shoulid be poverely ememred oy employing and koepe
ing in earvige in « responsible pomition & hoy - ithmt Jndgrent,
txsining or sxperisnge, and partienlarly w hout proper lasirnee
tion or exem imation.

If the eliroumg aneds mrrounding this wscilient give
any indisatiom of conditismme ard practiods eristiag on that vore
tian of the Ivle kailrosd, there iy uwrpant nsed for the sdoviionm



of some ayutommtin method of inetruobing and oxmnining emnloyeen
pad 57 exsrvolning ssesssary myporvigion over them.
A% the Himwe of thie secident Overator Hmders hed
besn oA dnty & hourz and 50 minutes.
deltalle



