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INTERSTATE COMMERCE CCIMMISSION

REPOPT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THZ RURTAT OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF 4N ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED O
THE BRIZ RAILROLD BEAR CONISUS TAXE JUNCTION,
N. Y., ON AUGUST 22, 192E.

Decerber 22, 1925,

To the Commission

On August 22, 1925, treve vas s derrilment
of a mixed train on the Erie Rseilrord near Conegvs Trke
Junction, N. Y., result:ne n the death of one emnloyee
end the winjury of two ernloyees.

Locertion arnd method of overstion

Th:xs accident ocecurred or thc ILekeville Brench
of the Rochester Mivision, cxtend:ne be*wesn Conesus Lake
Junetion and Lakeville, I'. Y., & distsnce of 1.68 miles,
this beinig &8 single-track line over vhich tramins are op-
ercted by tire-table and train orders, no block-signel
system being 1n use. The sccident occurred cn & slight
fi111l, &1 a point 1,828 feet cest of Conesus Take Junction;
spprozching tris point from the esast there 13 8 19 curve
about 360 feel 11 length, followed by 885 fect of tengent,
the scecrdent occurring orn this tongent et a point 275
fect from 1ts eastern end. Beginning at Lakev.lle the
grede for vestbound treins 1g 0.5 per cent zscending for
about B550 fect, 0.73 per cant descending for gbout 1,200
feet, 0.44 per cent escending for sbout 2,400 feet, level
for 2bout 1,100 feset, then 1.5 per cent sscending for a
distance of 3250 feet to the po.nt of accident and for some
distance beyornd. The track 1s 1lmid w.th 80-pound reils,
30 fect in length, with egbout 15 ties to the reil-lensth,
and bellested w1tk cinders to = depth of about 12 inches.

Tke vesther ves clesr -t the time of the =cci-
dennt, vhich oceurred =%t chout 7.57 a.m.



Deseription

Wwestbound mixed train no. 4%9 consisted of one
conch, one baggage cor, fnd tvo rilk crrs in thc order
named, heulsd by sngine €92, which ves being opersated
bscking up, end wre in choree of Jouductor Cullsn and
Enginemen Brothers. Thee train don-rted from Teokeville
at 7,56 e.m,, sc2ordine to tne train shecet, 20 minutes
1ate, after receiving a tra.n order vhich had been made
corplete at 7.F4 a.mr., snd vas derailed on reaghine 2
point 5,482 feet vest of the station.

The entire traoin was der~iled to the south or
left, enFinec 89< together vitll :ts tender and the first
car 1n the tra.u, being overturned, vhile the last three
cars rerained practicslly unricht on the roadbed. The
heed ard rear ends of the train vere 291 fest and FH feet,
respactively, vest of the initial point of der=ilment.

The ervloyee killed vrs the eneginemen.

Summaryy of evidence

Fireran Magters steted thet on the eassthound
trip he had noticed nothing unusurl <8 to treck conditions
between Conesus Lake Junction snd Tekev:1lle. Just prior
to the eccident he ves stending 1n the ganewey, leaning
cn the chain, on the fireman's side of the engine looking
beck tovard Lskeville. He did not think the speed hed
been 1n excess of 1F miles an hour at eny time after leav-
1ine Lekeville, and estimated 1% to have bsen about 12
miles an hour at the time of the ccecident. Fe did not
knov vhether or not the air brokes were aonlied &t the
time the accident occurred.

Conductor Cullen u#lso trourht the irack st the
point of dersilment vas 1n good condition, cnd on pessing
over 1t enroute to Lakeville on the trip prior to the acci-
dent he noticed nothing i1rregular. His strterents 1ndi-
cated that his trein left Tekeville =t ohout 7.54.7%C a.m.
and thet the sccident occurred betveen 7.56 and 7.57 a.m.,
about 15 seconds =2fter he ked noticed an spplication of
the 227 brrkes, ané he vAgs of the ovinion thst the acci-
dent might ksvse becn cegused br the ensine heine opersted
ot excessive specd "hile brekine up. He stnted however
thet he was 1n tke c¢rr rkick overturned, and after zoing
to Lakeville for ess:stance he d1d not sgnin return to
the scene end thercfore dia no%t definitely escertein vhat
caused the sccident.

Brekemen Adrms &nd Cushine stated thet the aar
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brakes vers tested and worked wroperly, thet the track
appeared to pe 1n good condition, and that trev rad not
po1d any particulsr ettention to the speed of the trein
en route. Afterwards they sav merks on the ti1es but did
not see enythine to indiczte the couse of the accident.

General PForemnn Biser =a1d that he found the
throttle zbout one-third oper, vith the reverse lever
about three notches from the centar i1n back metion, vhile
the brake valve vag 1n the erergency position. He made a
carcful exarination of the enFine bdbut found nothine about
1t vhich 1n hie opirion could have contributed to the oc-
currence of the accident. He also sai1d thet he examined
the track, but could not find enythine 1rregulsr, end from
his examination of thke track and eauipment, the vosition
of the throttle and reverse lever, #2nd the general sppesr-
ance of the wreckrge, he rescrhed the conclusion that the
acc.dent was cezused by cxcessive speed.

Assistant Divielron Enegincer RBlovers ss:1d he
recched the scene a8t 11 z.T. £ond made messurerments of the
track but ves unsble to find enythine wrong cither with
the gruge or surfoce. After meking his detniled inspec-
tion of the treek he concluded thet the a2ccident was due
to excesgive speed, 1n viev of the fret thet after being
derazled the troin traveled £ distence of 291 feeot, two-
thirds of vhich wes on &an ssgcendine grede of 1.5 per ceont
and cbout one-third on a grsde of E£.2F per cent, destroy-
1ng thc track throughout the grarter vortion of thais
distance, hec thoupht thst hed the specd becn within the
limit of 1% miles =n hour the tr~in would not heve trev-
eled such r grecot distence after hevine beecn dersilcd.

In connection vith the investiegction of this
accident 1t vrs confirmed 28 nearly o= possible that the
troain order received oy thc crew of this troin ot Iekeville
vag mede complete 214 7.54 a.m., snd thet the trein dencrted
not l-ter thrn 7.55 r.m., possibly = fcv seconde earlaer
then thet tire. Conduetor Cullen s~14 the rfeeident oc-
cvrrcd betvecn 7.856 end 7.57 =2.m., vhile 2n cxariration
of the ciginer-n's -etch, vhich hod beccn broken o8 8 rc-
sult of the rceident, shoed thet 1t ked stopped =t
7.56.40 o.m. In this connsction Conductor Cullen seaid
thet vhen comporin> Limec on trs mornine of the sccrdent
the enginemsn’s vrtch ves 40 seconds slowcr then his own
veteh, Theee frots indicotc the probebirlity thet the ac-
cident oczcurrsd rnot more tkrn tvro minutes rftcr the trown
left ILekevillce.

The mrrks on the troek disclogsed that one or
more Yheele hed run <long on the top of the rs1l for a
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distance of about 9 feet before drovpinc off on the ties.
Begaimains 2t © point 45 feet rest of the initirl point of
dersilment, the trasck was 21lmost entirely torn up, the

ties beine destroyed, and the reils vere broken and tristed
for & distance of nerrly 260 feet. Cereful exaringtion of
the track by the Cormrission's inspcctors feiled to d-sclose
any condition vhich 1n their opinion could have contributed
to thc occurrcnce of the asccident.

Znrine 892 1s of th- 4-6-0 tvpe, heving & totel
werght, cneine and tender, lozded, of 232,400 pounds.
The tender hrs two Tour-vheel trucks snd & lordcd Tecicht
cf 87,900 pounds. Cercful inspecceticn of the engine end
tender fri1lsd to disclose any defect thet would havc ceused
or contributed to the ~ccecident.

Conclusions

While the cause of thais rccident was not def-
initely ssccrtained, 1t 18 believed that it ves due to the
troin bcing operrted at gn excessive rate of speed with
the engine bocking up.

Examination both of treck snd equipment fo2i1led
to disclose enything which w=s thought to have contributed
to the occurrence of the sccident, ond vhile the time con-
sumed by trein No. 439 1n moking the run of slightly mors
than 1 mile from Lekeville to the point of nccident could
not ve determined with extremre accuracy 1t 18 not believed
that the treoin conrFumed more than trvo minutes; thet 1t wos
running ot < speed vhich wes in the neighborhood of 30
miles an hour seccTs probrhle 1n vie* of the fact thet the
entire trrin ves derailed ond treveled s distrnce of 291
feet, on =2 henvy escending gredc, prectically destroyine
the trrck for - distence of morz theon 2C0 feet. The sveed
limyt on this broneh 1s 20 wiles £n hour, vhile under the
rules on cngine heings operated beckine up 18 restricted to
2 speed of 185 miles nn hour. Had these restrictions becn
observed this accident probebly vould not hove occurred.

A1l the ewmployees involved vcre expericrnced men,
and =% the time of the sccident none of ther had been on
duty in violertion of eny of the nrevisiong of the hourr of
scrvicc law,

Hespcctfully submitted,

W, P. BORTAND
Dircctor.



