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September 19, 1925,

To the Commssaicn

On May 24, 1925, there was a derailmeni of
a passenger lrain on wre Srie Railroad near Campville,
. ¥., the derarled ecguipnmert collaiding with a freight
train massing i1n Lhe opwosite direction on the adjacent
main iracd, rcsulting in the death of one mail clerz
and two employecs, and the injury of six passengers,
one mnel1l clerg, and two Zullman cmployees.

Location and method of operation

Thig zccirdent occurred on that part of tne
Susquehanra Division extending beitween Susgvehavrna, Pa.,
and Elmira, 7. Y., & dis%ance of 81.2 milcs; in the
vicinity of tac porat of accrdent this 13 & double-track
laine over Whicl trairs are oneratea by Lime-table, train
orders, and an subomatic tlock-signal system. The ac-
cident cceurrcd about 1. miles east of Ccocmpville; ap-
proachavg this coint from the east the itrack 18 tangent
for nearly 1 mle, follorved bir 2 corpound curve to the
raight about 3,000 feet in length, ‘he curvalure varying
from 1022 to 2015', the eccioacnt occurraing on thas
curve av a poirt 1,485 feet T1rom 1ls eastern erd, at
which 7noxnt t'e cuirveture is 3¢, Approaching from the
west the track i1s tengent for & zonsiderable distance,
followed by the curve on whick the acecident oeccurred.
The grade 18 0.21 per cent arcendrug for westbound
trains aprvroachivng, and for a considerable distance be-
yond the »noant of ccerdent.

The track 15 lsid vith 100-pound-rails, with
19 ties to 3hc rarl-length, bie-pleted, and ballasted
with stonc; 1t 15 meiwnisiged ir good conditior. The
speed ol pascenger Lrains on the curve involved is
lirmited to 50 miles an hour.

Phe weatrer vas cloudy at the timc of the
sccident, which occarred av about 2.36 a.i.
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Dcseription

Westbound passenger train No. 5 consisted
of one meril ear, one cxpress car, one bagrage crr, tWwo
coaches, and five Pullron sleeping cars, in the order
naried, hauled by cngine 2917, and was in charge of Con-
ductor Lashier and Engineman Richardson. The first,
sixth, seventh, cnd tenth cars were of all-steel con-
gtruction, vhile thcmwnoimder were of steel-underframe
construction. According to the treain sheet, this train
left Binpharton at 1.48 a.m., seven uinutcs late, passed
Endicott, the last open office, 7.5 milcs fro: Binghan-
ton, at 2.00 a.2,, ond on reaching a point about 5.8
miles beyond Endicott wes derailed while traveling at a
gpeed esti~mated to have been between 50 ond 60 .iles an
hour, the dereilad equipment colliding '7ith the fifth
car of freight train extra 2716, vhich was passing in the
oprosite darection on the adjocent track.

Eastbound freight train extra 2716 consisted
of 84 cars ond & caboose, hauled by engine 2716, and Wes -
in charge of Conductor Thoras and Enginenan Frederick.
This trein passed Owego, 8.9 miles west of Campville,
at 1.36 a.m,, and shortly after pessing Coopvillec, while
roundaing the curve at o spced estimated to have becn 20
riiles an hour, the fafth ecr in the train was struck
by engine 2917, of the passcnger train.

Engine 2917, together with 1ts fendcr, care
to rest on its rirht slde, badly doraged, parallel to
and north of thc tracks, 438 fcet beyond the first mark
of dernilment. The first four c~rs and the forward truck
of the fifth car in this tr-~in were also dcrailed, but
remaincd practicelly uprizht and in generzal line vith the
track.

Engine 2716 ond the first four cars in the
freight train passcd enrine 2917 2nd were not derailed
or deusaged. The fafth to the cleventh cars, inclusive,
the thirtecenth cnr, thc twenty-fifth to the twenty-
gighth cor, inclusive, and the fifty-second =nd fifty-
third cors in this troin, werce derailed, scven of those
ncar the head end of the trzin being demolished.

The enmployees killcd vere the engineman
and firemun of train Ko. 5.
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summary of cvidence.

Coaduetor Lashicr, of train No. 5, stated
that no steps were made between Binghanbton and the
point of zeceadent, ard the only slow downs made Were
for cvrves, he was riding in the rcar car ncar its
rcay crd, working on rcporets, &t tnc time of the acei-
dent ard had noticed notairg urusual ss to the speed
of *he train, vwhich ims rcduced for Lwo curves aftcr
lca—irg 3inghamton, cond nc s11d that on aperoacring
tnc cuvrve o hich tre accident occurred the spccd
was agoan reduccé, the air brakes being applicd and
ther releascd. Trhe firsst he knew of arythirg vrong
wag on feclirg o shock, shout the iritensily of an
cnerzencey Tuplicatiorn of the @i1r brakes, immediatcly
f0llovirz vhich there was & secord <p2d final shock,
Lnis bcing a more scvere ore, he lookcd ot his watch
aboul tca scconde afterwards and 1% vas ther 2.06 a.m.
Condanetor Tashicr 2t first thooaght the frecaight train
had buekled in front of his own trair, bu! on going
baclt Wwith has lonterr smnd making an inspccetion of the
wesvbound track he found marks on the tics on the out-
sidc of ihc high rail, showing whcrc his own train was
dcrarled just beforc the cngine of the freoight train
w2s reachecd. Ee cyomincd the reil for some distance
cast of this vocint, but in thc darkness hc found
nothirg wrong with 1t.

Baggagemasucy fheclon, vho was riding in the
third c¢ar from ftke cogine, sai1d he anoticed no apolica-
“1orn of tle air bra%zes prior to the derailment, has
first knowlcdge of anything wrong being when the car
was derailed. Hce had not becen paying partrcular atl-
tenSion to the opcralion of the train and was unablce
%o give any c¢stimaL.e 18 to its speed.

Hcad 3razemn Montgomery, of train Mo. 5,
as riding in the fiflh car of the Srein at tnec time
of tone accirdent, and vhe first krowledge he had cf
arything wrong /as ‘er vhe troir eame to 2 sudden stop;
he looked at his watch immediatcly after ards and it
was 2.06 2.m. Hc s318 tha® he dad notl notice any air-
hrake @ailication i1mmediately orier so tac eceident,
nor any lurching of the train on the eurve such 38
ceccurs When 2 Grain ta Lraveling at sn e€Xces8sive rave
0f snced; he passecd tnrouzn a vestibule when about
tro treain~lcngths from where the aceidens cceurred,
and hec esftamatcd the specd et that vime Lo have becn
atoat 80 miles an hoar. Aftcr *the aceident he made a
thoroagh examinavion of thc track and Jcund markes on
the ties just ahecad of the forward Pullmar car, but
no margs on lthe rail.
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Flagman Viléer, of train To. 5, was riding
in thc rcar ecar and noticed nothing uwnusual until just
prior to the accident, at which timc 1t secmcd as though
the air brakes were applicd in cmergercey, followed by
an a2brunt stop. Thc spced had been rcduecd at two wointe
sftcr lcaving Binghamton ard agzin just beforc encoun-
tering thc curve on which thc accadent occurrcd. In his
opinion thc spccd on this occasion was no higher than
usual and he estimated 2t to have been zbout 50 milcs
an hour.

Opcrater Packer, staftioncd at Endicott,statcd
that the rcar cnd of train No. 5 pogscd the station et =-
actly 2.00 2.m., troveling 2%t o spccd of 45 or 50 milos
an hour. Hc watched the train as 1t passed but notiecd
nothing wrong.

Engineman Frederick, of cxtra 2716, statcd that
on roundang the curvc, just as cnginc 2917 passed him, he
heard an unusual noisc and askcd the fircman and hcad
brakemnnn what the troublc was; the 2ceidcent occurrcd
about -t this timec, the air brnkes on his train being
applicd 1n emergeney. IMircmen Kellogg vios ridaing on
his se~t box while rounding the curve ot = specd of
about 20 milcs an hour, watching the possenger train
appro~ch, ~nd when the pilot of the cnginc of th~t tran
wng ~bout opoogite thc palot of his own cnginc he no-
ticecd considcrable firc flying, ooprorently from undcer
the pilot of cuoginc 2917. He cstimted thc spccd of
troin Wo. 5 to have been betwecen 50 2nd 60 milcs aon
hour.

Hc2d Brakcmen €ill, of cxbra 2716, said he
ung ridang on his scat box, just ~hed of the fircman
watching the pwnroceh of troin No. 5. Apporcntly
nothing wos Jrong wnhen the prssenger troin came ainto
vicw, but when the engincs wecrce ~bout two cor lengths
apart he sw farce flying from urnder the fircmon's sidc
of cnginc 2917, ~s tnough sorcthing might bc brokcn, or
the ecnginc derniled wnda the draivirg whecls rubbing the
roile  He dad not thaink th-t the spced of train "o. b
was cxXccssive.

Conductor Themas, of exiry 2716, s21d ke vos
riding i1n the cnboosc ond the first intimetion he hod
of anything ‘rong was when the ~ccidecnt oecurrcd, -t
Whnich timc hc csfaimntcd the saccd of his trean to hove
been aboul 20 milcs orn hour. Shortly after the reeident
he oxamincd the track 2nd he sr1d he could sce where
the cngine truck whecls of cnginc 2917 went over the
r111 ond cherc somcthing hod marked the ties, but he
found nothing wrong wvith the trreck. The stotements
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of Br-kecmin Barbeockx ana Flagmnon Phillips, both of whom
wecre 2lsc riding i1n the aibocsc, brought out no ~ddi-
tion~1 faets of importaoncc.

Division Engancecr Dyke sinted thot tne rnil
tn this vicinaty wos originnlly laid an the tr-ek in
1914, rcormirs being whde 1n 1923, -t vhich time rnail of
the same yoor¥s rolling e re-laid -t dafferent noirante;
troc rzal omg worn obout 1/4 ineh on the high sidc of the
curve 1nd 3/16 inch on trnc low sidc. The iroex uas
brllested (ith stone in 1916 ~nd rc-boll-s*icd in 1924,
vhile ~pout a weck pricr to the aceident the trock wos
surfrccd "rnd thc bolits acrc tightcnecd. The first mrk
of derralrment was on 2 rail anchor on tnc gruge sidc
of she right hond rorl, r. Dyke took mersurcments of
thc clcvation and gouge of the track aftcr the -~ceidens,
beforc "ny repairs had becn made, ot intervals of 105
fccl, from - point 105 fcect casgt of this mnrk to o
point 30 fcet west thcercef, thosc measurce~cnts together
with notntions conccrning the some, being 2 follows:

DGR OF

STAT IO EIEZVATION GAUGE CURVZ
I 105 g2 4v & 7/8" 30 1571
= 920 dc do do
E 75 do do do
I 60 5L do 30
T 45 5 47 8 3/4n a0
Z 30 do 47 9n do
Z 15 de do ao
Kark on r~1l anchor do ar 9 3/a" do
W15 i 4 9 1/8" do
30 v 4* 8 7/8" do

M~rz on roil ~nchor irside of low rnil. v'hecl
dronped off of high r211 at 2 noint 7 fect west
of mrk on rail "vncrnor. No moark on rail vo show
vhere wneel had mountcd roil. Tic »l-otes undcer
high rail ojsosate mark on r2al anchor had been
forccd out ~nd siikes bent back for * to 3", ond

the trrecs wos dasturbed weat of this point.

Prior to the occident no complaint was rcecived of
troek condilions on fthis pardicular curve, whilc the
wear on the high rai1l 2t fthais point was not crcess-
1ve, and 1a 218 opinien there as nothing cboul the
condition of thec track thet would hnve contributed
to or causcd thc deraarlment.


file:///jhich

-6

Tr-ck Supervisor 3terson €ai1d he insmected
this curve on the day prior to tnc cecident but found
nothing vrong. Yo ~rrived 2t the secnc of the 2cci-
dert cbout 3_ houars nffer 1ts occurrcnece ald imwmdeintc-
1y exnmined trc or-ck, there J7s nothing to 1ndicotc
droggirgs cquipmronnt but trhere was ~ mork or nick ineidce
the ma1gh r2il, 2bout 10 fcet cast of where the wheel
drophcd off ouvtside of the rril.

Bngine 2917 is of the 4-6-2 t3ypc, cluss K-5,
h-ving ~ totel vcight, cnginc -nd tcnder lo<ded, of
5OC,NUO ponpds, 1t rocecaved closs 3 Tepnirs on Jonunry
30, 1928+ TRceent work rcports covering thig cnganc
wCcrc cxamilcd but nothipg having <ny beoring on the
~eclidcnt vas discloscd, vhllc ¢ rcful cromintliorn of
the cngince f£r1lcd to dasclosc ~ny dszicet thot vould
h~ve contributed to the accident.

Conclusiows

The ecrasc of this —2cerdens i'as not defirite-
1y 2secrtlincd.

The ¢videree indie~tcd thot the prsscnger
train 125 the farsv to be dcrnalced; the first mark of
dcrnilment wo3 cn ~ r2il <neacr on the insidc of the
lov »o1l o7 tanz curve, the 1ivs% mrk on thc outcr
r~11 being gcvirzl feet west of this poant. Carcful
cxomination ¢f tht cquipment f21lcd to disclosc ~hy-
thirng which cnuld have corntriputcd to the ocecurrcnec
of thc neceident. IZxominationr of the trock showcd thnt
the tic platcs urdecr the ouScer rnil cpwosaite the mork
on the r 1 <nechor had bocen forccd outward nd the
spikes bert brekimrd from 1/4 to 1/2 inch, sufficicnt
cvidcneo .28 not produce 4 hovever te 1adicnte that -
vicakcrced troel condition wns reswonsiblc, nor did it
appcar thot *he Hroim w08 boing cournted of ~n exocss-
ive ralc of swced, the clevotion being ~rplc for the
spccd of £0 milcs - hour Thich 18 ~1lowcd on the
gurve wider the rules -nd therce beaing mothirg to in-
dae~te th t “his v-te oF spccd uos bblng cxcccded mr-
tcri2lly, 2T -1 ~1l.

A1l thc cmploayccs rnvolved wWecre cxocriclicod
men, 2% lLehc tairmc of the accirdert the crew of traain Ho.b
had beern o lusy periods vorying from 1 %o 7 hours,
after off-duly ascriods vorying from 10 4o 14~ hours.

Resrcetfvlly submivted,

e P. BOQITALD
Dircetor.



