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INTERSTATE C O E R C E COKMISSIOII 

REPORT O w TIE D I ^ C T O R OP TO BlTffiAu OI1 S A ? C T I N ?E 
INVESTIGATION OF AIT ACCIDENT JAIQE OCCTJ?RED ON T I T S 

3AI I30AD iri'iH G A I T V I T I S , N . V . ? ON I!AY 24, 1925. 

September 1 9 , 1925. 

To the Commission 

On Fay £ 4 , 1925, t h e r e v^ag a d e r a i l m e n t o f 
a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on the ^ n e R a i l r o a d near C a m p v i l l e , 
IT. Y . , the &e>-doled pquipmer t c o l l i d i n g w i t h a f r e i g h t 
t r a m pass "fug i n the o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n on the a d j a c e n t 
mam r rac j t , r e s u l t i n g i n the death o f one ma i l c l e r i c 
and t»vo e m p l o y e e s , and the i n j u r y o f s i x p a s s e n g e r s , 
one n a i l d e n e , and two Pul lman e m p l o y e e s . 

L o c a t i o n and. method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d oti t h a t p a r t o f tne 
Susquehanna D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g "between Susquehanna, P a . , 
and E l m i r n , TT„ Y . , a d i s t a n c e o f 81 .2 m i l e s - m the 
v i c i n i t y o f tne p o u t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k 
l i n e o v e r wh ich t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d "by t i m e - t a b l e , t r a m 
o r d e r s , and an e u t o m a t i e b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m . The a c ­
c i d e n t o c c u r r e d about 1.8 SPI IPS e a s t o f C c m p v i l l e ; A P ~ 

proachm^, t h i s p o i n t f rom the e a s t the t r a c k i s t a n g e n t 
f o r n e a r l y 1 m i e , f o l l o w e d b y a compound cu rve t o the 
r i g h t about 3,COO f e e t i n l e n g t h , t he c u r v a t u r e v a r y i n g 
F R O R Q L a 2 9 l t o 3 ° 1 5 ' , the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g on t h i s 
cu rve a t a p o m t 1,485 f e e t m e n i t s e a s t e r n e r d , a t 
which p o i n t f e c u r v a t u r e i s 3 ° . A p p r o a c h i n g f rom the 
west- the t r a c k i s t e n g p n t f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e , 
f o l l o w e d by the cu rve on which the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 
The grnde i s 0 . 0 1 p e r c e n t a r c e n d i n g f o r wes tbound 
t r a i n s cippro caching, and f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e b e ­
yond the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . 

The t r a ^ k i s l a i d v o t h 1 0 0 - p o u n d - r a i l s , w i t h 
19 t i e s t o the r a i l - l e n g t h , fcie-plcted, and b a l l a s t e d 
w i t h s t o n e ; i t i s m a i n t a i n e d i r g o o d c o n d i t i o r . The 
s p e e d o f p i s L . e n g e r t r a m s on the cu rve i n v o l v e d i s 
l i m i t e d t o 50 m i l e e an h o a r . 

The w e a t h e r wo-a c l o u d y a t the t ime o f the 
a c c i d e n t , wh ich o c c u r r e d a t about 2 .06 a.ui. 
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D e s c r i p t i o n 

Westbound passenger t r a i n No. 5 c o n s i s t e d 
of one mai l c a r , one express c a r , one b a g g a g e e r r , two 
coaches , and f i v e P u l l r o n s l e e p i n g c a r s , in the o r d e r 
named, hauled by engine 2917, and was in charge of Con­
ductor L a s h i e r and Engineman Richardson . The f i r s t , 
s i x t h , seventh, end tenth c a r s were of a l l - s t e e l con­
s t r u c t i o n , w h i l e the wniaiflder were of s t e e l - u n d e r frame 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . According to the t r a m sheet , t h i s t r a i n 
l e f t Bingha^ton a t 1.48 a . m . , seven u inutcs l a t e , pas sed 
E n d i c o t t , the l a s t open o f f i c e , 7.5 m i l e s f ro i Bingham-
ton, a t 3.00 a . ia . , and on reach ing a p o i n t about 5.8 
m i l e s beyond E n d i c o t t wos d e r a i l e d wh i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a 
speed est imated to have been between 50 and 60 i i i l e s an 
hour , the d e r a i l e d equipment c o l l i d i n g ' T i t h the f i f t h 
car of f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 2716, vhich ;vas p a s s i n g in the 
o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n on the a d j a c e n t t r a c k . 

Eastbound f r e i g h t t r a i n ex tra 2716 cons i s t ed 
of 84 c a r s and a caboose , hauled by engine 2716, and was " 
i n charge of Conductor Thoi\as and Engmenan F r e d e r i c k . 
This t r a i n passed Owego, 6.9 m i l e s west of C a n p v i l l e , 
a t 1.36 a . m . , and s h o r t l y a f t e r p a s s i n g C a x p v i l l e , '7hile 
rounding the curve ot a speed est imated to have been 20 
n i l e s an hour, the f i f t h cor in the t r a i n was s truck 
by engine 2917, of the passenger t r a i n . 

Engine 2917, toge ther with i t s t ender , enne 
to r e s t on i t s r i g h t s i d e , b a d l y damaged, p a r a l l e l to 
and north of tho t r a c k s , 436 f e e t beyond the f i r s t nark 
of d e r a i l m e n t . The f i r s t f o u r c a r s and the f o r w a r d truck 
of the f i f t h c a r in t h i s t r ^ i n were a l s o d e r a i l e d , but 
remained p n c t i c a l l y u p r i g h t and in g e n e r a l l i n e *rith the 
t r a c k . 

Engine 2716 and the f i r s t f o u r c a r s in the 
f r e i g h t t r a i n pas sed engine 2917 and were not d e r a i l e d 
or damaged. The f i f t h to the e l eventh c a r s , i n c l u s i v e , 
the t h i r t e e n t h c a r , the t w e n t y - f i f t h to the twenty-
e ighth c a r , i n c l u s i v e , and the f i f t y - s e c o n d end f i f t y -
t h i r d c a r s in t h i s t r a m , were d e r a i l e d , seven of those 
near the head end of the t r a i n b e i n g demolished. 

The employees k i l l e d v e r e the engineman 
and f i r e a r m of t r a i n No. 5. 
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Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Conductor L a s h i c r , o f t r a m TJo. 5 , s t a t e d 
t ha t no s t e p s wore made between Bmghamton and the 
p o m t o f a c c i d e n t , and the o n l y s l o w downs made were 
f o r c u r v e s , he 'Jas r i d i n g 1 m the r e a r ca r nea r i t s 
r e m c r d , w o r k i n g on r e p o r t s , a t t n e t ime o f the a c c i ­
d e n t a n d hod n o t i c e d n o t n m g unusual as t o t h e s p e e d 
o f the t r a m , which r a s r e d u c e d f o r W o cu rves a f t e r 
l e a d i n g 3mghamton , and nc s u d t h a t on a p o r o a c h m g 
t n e C L H L on "di ich the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d the s p e e d 
was a g a i n r e d u c e d , the a i r b rakes b e i n g a p p l i e d and 
t h e n r e l e a s e d . The f i r s t he knew o f a n y t h i n g wrong 
was on f e e l i n g n shock , about the i n t e n s i t y o f an 
emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the a i r b r a k e s , i m m e d i a t e l y 
f o l l o w i r g v h i c h t h e r e was a s e c o n d and f i n a l shocic, 
t n i s b e i n g a more s e v e r e a r t , he l o o k e d a t h i s wa tch 
a b o u t t e n s econds a f t o w a r d s and i t w a s then 2 .06 a.m. 
Conducuor l a s h i c r a t f i r s t t hough t t h e f r e i g h t t r a m 
had buck led m f r o n t o f has own t r a i n , h u t on g o i n g 
"back w i t h h i s l a n t c r r and making an i n s p e c t i o n o f the 
westbound, t r a c k he found narks on t h e t i c s on the o u t ­
s i d e o f t h e h i g h r a i l , showing where h i s own t r a m was 
d e r a i l e d j u s t b e f o r e the e n g i n e o f the f r e i g h t t r a i n 
was r e a c h e d . He examined the r a r l f o r some d i s t a n c e 
c a s t o f t h i s p o i n t , but i n t he darkness he found 
n o t h i n g wrong w i t h i t . 

Baggagemas te r M i e a l o n , who was n d m g i n the 
t h i r d , c a r f rom the e n g i n e , s a i d he n o t i c e d no a p p l i c a ­
t i o n o f the a i r b r akes p r i o r t o t h e d e r a i l m e n t , h i s 
f i r s t knowledge o f a n y t h i n g ^ r o n g b e i n g when the ca r 
was d e r a i l e d . He had no t been p a y i n g p a r t i c u l a r a t ­
t e n t i o n t o the o p e r a t i o n o f the t r a m and was unable 
t o gave any e s t i m a t e as to i t s s p e e d . 

Head Brakeman Montgomery T o f t r a m Vo. 5, 
T as r i d i n g m m e f i f t h c a r o f the t r a m a t trie t ime 
o f tne a c u i d c u , and the f i r s t knowledge he had c f 
a n y t h i n g fvrong /as when the t r a m came t o a sudden s t o p 
he l o o k e d a t h i s wa tch i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 'ards and i t 
was 2.06 a . m . He s a i d t h a t he did not n o t i c e any a i r ­
brake a p p l i c a t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y p r i o r t o tne a c c i d e n t , 
nor any l u r c h i n g o f t h e 1 r a m on t h e curve such as 
o c c u r s who1'1 a t r a m i s t r a / v e l i n g a t on e x c e s s i v e r a t e 
o f s p e e d ; h e p a s s e d tn rough a v e s t i b u l e when about 
two t r a m - l e n g t h s f rom where the a c c i d c n : o c c u r r e d , 
and. he e s t i m a t e d the speed a t t h a t ximc t o have been 
a t o a t 50 m i l e s an h o a r . A f t e r the a c c i d e n t he made a 
t h o r o i g h e x a m i n a t i o n c f t n e t r a c k and found marks on 
the t i e s j u s t ahead o f the f o r w a r d Pul l r ra r c a r , but 
no m a r K S on t h e r a i l . 
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Flagman i / i l d c r , o f t r a i n T o . 5 , w&s r i d i n g 
m the r e a r c a r and n o t i c e d n o t h i n g unusual u n t i l j u s t 
p r i o r t o the a c c i d e n t , a t wh ich t ime i t seemed, as though 
the a i r b rakes were a p p l i e d i n emergency , f o l l o w e d by 
an abrupt s t o p . The speed had been r educed a t two p o m t t 
a f t e r l e a v i n g Binghamton and a g a i n j u s t b e f o r e encoun­
t e r i n g the cu rve on wh ich the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . I n h i s 
o p i n i o n the s p e e d on t h i s o c c a s i o n was no h i g h e r than 
usual and he e s t i m a t e d i t to have been about 50 m i l e s 
an hour . 

O p e r a t o r P a c k e r , s t a t i o n e d a t E n d i c o t t , s t a t e d 
t h a t the r e a r end o f t r a m IJo. 5 p a s s e d the s t a t i o n ert os-
a c t l y 2 .00 a . m . , t r a v e l i n g a t 'a s p e e d o f 45 o r 50 m i l e s 
an hour . He w a t c h e d the t r a m as i t pa s sed but n o t i c e d 
n o t h i n g wrong . 

Engmeman F r e d e r i c k , o f e x t r a 2716, s t a t e d t h a t 
on round ing the c u r v e , j u s t as eng ine £91? p a s s e d h im,he 
h e a r d an unusual n o i s e and asked the f i r e m a n and head 
brake mill what the t r o u b l e was ; the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 
about t h i s t i m e , the a i r b r a k e s on h i s t r a m b e i n g 
a p p l i e d i n emergency . F i reman K e l l o g g was r i d i n g on 
h i s s e a t box w h i l e round ing the cu rve a t a s p e e d o f 
about 20 m i l e s an hour , w i t c h i n g the p a s s e n g e r t r a i n 
approach , and when the p i l o t o f the eng ine o f t h a t t r a m 
was i b o u t o p p o s i t e the p i l o t o f h i s own e n g i n e he n o ­
t i c e d c o n s i d e r a b l e f i r e f l y i n g , r p p ? r c n t l y f rom under 
the p i l o t o f e n g i n e 2917. He e s t i m a t e d the s p e e d o f 
t r i m ITo. 5 t o h i v e been b e t w e e n 50 i n d 60 m i l e s an 
hour . 

Head Brake mail G i l l , o f e x t r a 2716, s a i d he 
w i s r i d i n g on h i s s c a t box , j u s t i h c i d o f the f i r e m a n 
w a t c h i n g the approach o f t r ^ i n ITo. 5 . A p p a r e n t l y 
n o t h i n g was J r o n g when the p i s s c n g c r t r a i n came i n t o 
v i e w , but when the e n g i n e s were about two car l e n g t h s 
a p a r t he saw f i r e f l y i n g f rom under the f i r e m a n ' s s i d e 
o f e n g i n e 2917, as tnough SOT_C "clung might be b r o k e n , o r 
the eng ine d e r a i l e d and the d r i v i n g w h e e l s r u b b i n g the 
r a i l . He d i d n o t t h i n k t h a t the s p e e d o f t r a m T T o . 5 
was e x c e s s i v e . 

Conductor Thomas, o f e x t r a 2716, s a i d he was 
r i d i n g m the caboose and the f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n he had 
o f a n y t h i n g wrong *ras when the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , a t 
wh ich t ime he c s t i ; n a t c d the s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n t o have 
been about 20 m i l e s i n hour . S h o r t l y a f t e r the i c e i d c n t 
he examined the t r a c k and he s l i d he c o u l d see where 
the eng ine t r u c k w h e e l s o f e n g i n e 2917 went o v e r the 
r a i l and i7hcrc someth ing hod marked the t i e s , but he 
found n o t h i n g ti'rong w i t h the t r i c k . The s t a t e m e n t s 
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o f Brakeman B i b c o c k and F l a g ruin P h i l l i p s , bo th o f whom 
here 0.1 so r i d i n g m the c a b o o s e , b rough t out no ^ d d i -
t i o n ^ l f a c t s of i m p o r t a n c e . 

D i v i s i o n E n g i n e e r Dyke s t a t e d t h a t tne r a i l 
m t h i s v i c i n i t y v ^ s o r i g i n a l l y la id i n the t r ° e k 1^ 
1914, r e p a i r s b e i n g i r & c m 1923 , ^t \ jhich t ime r a i l o f 
the same y e a r ' s r o l l i n g "jas r c - l a i d ^ t d i f f e r e n t p o i n t s ; 
tne r a i l i , n s i /orn about l / 4 i n c h on the h i g h s i d e o f the 
curve and 3/16 i n c h on tne l o w s i d e . The tree:: was 
b a l l r s t e d . ' i th s tone i n 1916 .and r c - h a l l o s ted. m 1924, 
i r h i l e -• Dout a week p r i o r t o the a c c i d e n t the t r c c k was 
s u r f a c e d n n d the b o l t s acre t i g h t e n e d . The f i r s t n r r k 
of d e r a i l m e n t was on a r a i l anchor on tne giugc s i d e 
o f the r i g h t hand r a i l , I Or. Dyke t o o k measurements o f 
the e l e v a t i o n and g -ugc o f the t r a c k a f t e r the ^ c c i d c n t , 
b e f o r e n n y r e p a i r s had b^-cn made, a t i n t e r v a l s o f 15 
f e e t , f rom ^ p o i n t 105 f e e t o a s t o f t h i s mark to a 
p o i n t 30 f e e t \7t.st t h e r e o f , t he se measurements t o g e t h e r 
w i t h n o t a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the same, b e i n g as follows: 

OF 
3TATI0I T EL3VAII0IT GAUGE CIR73 

E 105 5|" 4 ' 6 7 / 8 " 3° 15* 
3 90 do do do 
E 75 do do do 
E 60 61-" do 3 ° 
S 45 5 " 4 ' 8 3 / 4 " do 
^ 30 do 4 ' 9" do 
3 15 dc do do 

Karic on r a i l anchor do 4 r 9 3 / 8 " do 
W 15 5 i " 4 1 9 l / 8 " do 
W 30 5£" 4 r 8 7 / 8 " do 

Marx on r a i l anchor i r s i d e o f low r a i l . \ 'hccl 
dropped o f f o f h i g h r a i l a t a p o i n t 7 f e e t w e s t 
o f mark on r a i l n l i enor . Ho mark on r a i l t o show 
v h e r c w n c e l had mounted r a i l . T i c p l c t c s under 
h i g h r a i l o p p o s i t e mark on r ? i l anchor had been 
f o r c e d out m d s p i k e s ben t back f o r ~ t o - ^ , T , and 
the t r n c z : was d i s t u r b e d v e s t o f t h i s p o i n t . 

p r i o r t o the a c c i d e n t no c o m p l a i n t was r e c e i v e d o f 
t r n e k c o n d i t i o n s on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c u r v e , w h i l e the 
wear on the h i g h n i l a t t h i s p o i n t i/as no t e x c e s s ­
i v e , and i n n i s o p i n i o n t n e r c rras n o t h i n g Jbout the 
c o n d i t i o n o f the t r a c k t h c t w o u l d have c o n t r i b u t e d 
to o r caused the d e r a i l m e n t . 

file:///jhich
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T r ^ c k S u p e r v i s o r S tepson s a i d he i n s p e c t e d 
t h i s curve on the day u ^ i o r t o tne r e s i d e n t but found 
n o t h i n g wrong , a r r i v e d i t t he scene o f the s c o l ­
der t „:boitt £-*- hoars a f t e r i t s o c c u r r e n c e and l i r m d L l a t e ­
l y examined tne t r m k , t he re w^s n o t h i n g t o i n d i c a t e 
d r a g g i n g equ ip in-; l i t but t hc r^ wis a mmk o r n i c k i n s i d e 
the n i g h r a i l , about 13 f e c t c a s t o f where the whee l 
d ropped o f f o u t s i d e o f the r ° i l . 

E n g i n e 2917 i s o f the 4 - 6 - 2 tj^pc, c l a s s IC-5, 
I r v i n g a t o t r l w e i g h t , c n g i a c and t e n d e r l o a d e d , o f 
500,200 pounds, i t r e c e i v e d c l a s s 3 r e p a i r s on January 
30, 1925 . R e c e n t " o r k r e p o r t s c o v e r i n g t h i s eng ine 
^c rc examined but n o t h i n g h a v i n g any b e a r i n g on the 
a c c i d e n t was d i s c l o s e d , 7 h i l c c r c f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
the eng ine f a i l e d t o d i s c l o p c n n y d e f e c t m e t would 
have c o n t r i b u t e d t o the a c c i d e n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

The caasc o f t h i s a c c i d e n t was not d e f i n i t e ­
l y a s c e r t a i n e d . 

The e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e d t h a t t he p a s s e n g e r 
t r a m wos the f i r s t t o be d c / a i l e d ; the f i r s t mark o f 
d e r a i l m e n t w^s cn ^ r a i l a ncnor on the i n s i d e o f the 
l o w r - i l o i t ne c u r v e , the f i r s t mark on the o u t e r 
r ^ i l b e i n g s e v e r a l f e c t w e s t o f t h i s p o i n t . C a r e f u l 
e x a m i n a t i o n c f t h e equipment f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e any­
t h i n g w h i c h c o u l d have c o n t r i b u t e d t o the o c c u r r e n c e 
o f the a c c i d e n t . E x a m i n a t i o n of the t r a c k showed t h a t 
the t i c p l a t e s under the o u t e r r a i l o p p o s i t e the mark 
on the r i l anchor had been f o r c e d ou tward and the 
s p i k e s ben t backward f r c n l / 4 t o l / 2 I n c h , s u f f i c i e n t 
e v i d e n c e -as n o t produced, however to i n d i c a t e t h a t ° 
weakened t r ? c k c o n d i t i o n was r e s p o n s i b l e , nor d i d i t 
appear t h a t the t r a m m s b e i n g OtZkr^ted a t m e x c e s s ­
i v e r a t e o f s p e e d , t h e c l e v e t i o n b e i n g ample f o r the 
s p e e d o f 50 m i l e s an houi wh ich i s °11OL/CO_ on the 
curve uick.r the r u l e s wid t h e r e b e i n g n o t h i n g t o i n ­
d i c a t e thwt t h i g r n t c o f s p e e d w?s b e i n g e x c e e d e d ma­
t e r i a l l y , i f - 1 1 . 

A l ] the emp loyees i n v o l v e d . //ere e x p e r i e n c e d , 
men, a t the t i r x o f the acc id .cn t the c rew o f t r a m Ho. 5 
had been 0 " luay p e r i o d s v o r y m g f rom 1 to 7 hou r s , 
a f t e r o f f - d u L y p e r i o d s v a r y i n g f rom 10 t o 14f- h o a r s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

P . BOTilATD 
D i r e c t o r . 


