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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICN

REFORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THiZ BUREAU OF SAPETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AK ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OF TiHE
ELGINW, JOLIET AND EASTZRN RAILWAY AT CHICAGO, ILL ,
ON MARCH 23, 1929.

July 23, 1939
TQ0 THE COMMISSION:

On March 23, 1929, there was a derairlment of a
switching transfer on the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway
ac Chicago, I1ll , which resulted in the death of one employee
anc. the injury of one emplovee.

Location and method of operation

This accident occurred in the Sputh Chicago vard on
the G,rv Division, which 1s located adjacelt to the shore of
Lgke hlohlgan and exteﬁds southward from 79th street co the
Caluiet River at the foot of Slst street. This vard coasisis
of three main yards, 4, B, and C, extendin; from nort: to
south, which in turn are sub lelded 1nto smaller units. Each
of these vards has lead tracks used by vard engines for
switching purposes and the movement of cars from one yard to
another, The accident occurred between 86th and 87th streets
at a double-glip switch located near the northern end of that
part of yard C known as the slab yard. Train movements are
governed by signals given to the engine crews by switcamen,
varcmssters and switchteaders. The track 1s level at the
point of acrident and 1s well maintainedé.

In the vicinity of the noint of accideat there are
three cdouble-slip switches, the north switch, knovm as Mill
yard puzzle, the center switch, :nown as the wesi main puzzle,
and the south ewitch, known as the train yard puzzle. The
west main puzgle, the switch involved, 1s a No. 7 double-slip
switch with movable center p01nts of sanganese steel, the
points heving an oppning of 4% inches. There are two g1 tch
stands and the levers of these stands are provided with a
guarc or bracket on the side which prevents the movable center
points from being thrown against a movement being made frrough
them. Vhen the two switch levers are thrown towards the
north, the route 1e lined through the center of the switch
for a north or southbound movement, when the levers are thrown
tovard che south the route 1s lined through the center for a
tarough opposing movement; the throwing of one swiitch lever
sets tne route around the curve of the ewitch from one through
route to the other through route.
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Tae weather ~as clear at the time of the accicent,
"hich oceurced 2t about 5.29 p m,

Jeectrintion
Tae smitcaira troazsfer ~ozsiasved 2f 37 cereg, hevled
oV eaZilne 302, an &-waeel gvitenzr, and 1 is 1a charge of
Coaductor Tolley axd Trginenar Kieger. These caTrs ™ere
teing huuled from vard A, via vard B to track 3 in the slab
yarc, 2 unit of yard C, and the train was moving over the
Test main purzle svitcn when 11t was derarled while traveling
at a speed estimated to have beea betrgen 8 and 3 ~1les per
aour.

The engine was derailed to tne left or east,
struck 1in betreen tue ende 0F tvo cavs on an adjoining track,
and then turned over on 1ts right side across the train yerd
puzzle switch at a point avout S0 feet from the first point
of derailrent. The tender ™as 2lgo overturned to the right,
and the forvard truck of the first car wae {erailed Tae
end trucTs of the t o care struck bv the engina were also
derailec.. Th:2 eunlovee killeld was the fireman and the
employee 1njured was the engineman, botar of eagine 308.

Surmary of evidence

Con“uctor Tollev etated that hig train started
from yard A, proceedecd throvga yard B, came aluost to a full
stop at 38th streeb, and ofter receivia® a signal from the
varc.aster starbted throuch the puzzle s~itches. He sald
ne mas riding on tha front foothoard on the left side cof
the engine; he noticed the puzzle s—itches vere set 211 right
but ae they proceeded over tne Test main puzzle switch the
engl e mae Cerazled at the frog oint. Conductor Tollew salcd
he jJwrped ofX and ran toward an adjorainz track on the left,
but realizing that tne engimne was coring behing him ae turned
Aroul. , Jumped back oa the engine, cli~bed over to tae otaer
sic¢e and Juwwed off. The frog porats nad seemed to e all
L1lg2¢ as nls eagine anoroescaed them

Switchman ITellis stotel that he —ag also riding
on the front footboard, on the right sife of the engine, he
gav Yardmaster Dunbar line the switches and they received a
signal froi1 hiw to proceed., He noticed the traclk was proper-
1y linecd for a movement straight through the vest main puzzle
switca but when the engine reached the switch 1t ralsec up,
gave a lurch to the cast, vroceedeld down the vest mzin tr-ck
and tac forrrard end g erved betreen two cars on the acdjoining
trecz to the left. S itchman I'ellic sa1d that he jumnped off
im ediately aftzr the footboarc cleare’ the puzzle svitch.
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He estiwated the goeed to hive beer betreea 5 a.ad 3 uiles per
aour ot the tre of tae ac~1lent. S—itchaan Krezwer, - 20
Tas ridia, ¢t tae rear ead of tais train, v s unavare of
acciceat uncil ~fter 1ts occurrerce.

)

Lae

Agsigtant Yardmaster Dunbar stated that engine 85
w1th 25 cars had just cleared the west main puzzle siritch
when he sav engine 305 approaching at 86th street. He lined
the west main puzzle egwitch, walked soutarard, lined the
train yard puzzle switch and also the switches up to track 3
in the slab yard, aad¢ Just as ne finished and turned around
he sav engine 306 leave the track. It lurched toward the left,
the riving vheels under the cab were scraping alon_ the
grounc, and then tne encine and the tender turned over on
thelr right sides, the engine traveling a distance of 20 or
85 feet after the derailment before 1t turned over, He made
no exauination of the track after the occurrence of the
acclicent, 1t was badlv torn up and he was of the opinion chat
a close exanination would have revealed aothinzg. He estimat-
ed the sveed of the train at the tize of tne accident to have
been avbout & wiles per hour.

Traveling Engineer Cuff stated that he rode on
englne 306 on the day previous to tne acricent and also wusade
an 1nsvection of the engine on the afternoon of March 23
just before 1t was dispatched, and he foun( nothing that
could have caused the derailment He examined the engine
agaln on the dav followving the accident but found nothing
wroag, aad on March 26, without making any repairs, but after
disconiecting the main rods aad blocking the valves, the
englne ag hauled i1n a train up to a speec of 35 1i1les per
nour and Traveling Engineer Cufi stated that he again rode
the engine at that time but there was nothing to i1ndicate
anytaing wrons  Travelin; Enginecer Cufl also stated that he
interviewed Engineman Kieser, who was seTriously 1injured 14
this accicent, and the eagineman gaic that he 7as on tae
r1g1t si1de of the cab at the time of the accideat ancd that
e waraed Fireman Reed, wao was stancding on the cect of the
englne, the moment the first Ariving wheel left the rail.

He d1¢ not think that the engine vould have turned over if
taey had not struck the cars on the adjoining track. Accord-
ing to Engineman Kieser the engine was in jood condition.

Track Supervisor Sancers silzted that he made an

examination of the svitch after the occurrence of the
accicent and found¢ tie turnbuckle stripped on the connecting

rod that operates the west frog point and this point had a
kink i1n 1t about 4 feet from the end. The stripped turn-
buckle would have permitted the west frog point to opea oanly
part way, and he was of the cpinion that the right front
driving heel went on the inside of this point, hit 1t and
made a kink in 1t, causing the wheel to take the point on
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the vest main trsck instead of straight across  He stated
that he thought the etrroneld turnbuckle "vs due to rusted
threaeds whica 1n turr wvers caused bv asaes and flue Girt
dropniag froa tralas as whey orgsad over 1t, and that the
turnbuckle g stripued w_10r Lo the cccarrence of the acei-
cent. Tne froc has a a.oagenese point an” there was no wear
on 1t  This switch ha’ teen installed about 1% vears pre-
vious to the time oY the acciient and 1t had not becn neces-
sary to make any repailrs ciring that tine other than tighten-
1ng tioe bolts and surfacing tae track. It 1s inspacted dnilv
aal there i1s sore one on Jvt - all the tine to look after these
svlacnes. He stated tnit in tne vicinitv 1a whaich thls

ceicent oceuarred ri-1s the buesiest place 1n the vard, and
Crarne vere going back and forch over thisg puzzle switch all
day prior to the arrival of zarine 308.

Coi1clugions

Tnis accident -ras caused by a Cefectrve turnbuc.le
on a couble-glin switch.

The evicdence disclosed that the turnbucile oa the
comnecting rod of che mest frog ooint ras strimped, due to
rusty thrcads, which epparently were causel by ashes and {lue
dirt drom.ir. Govm from Lrcias as tnev passed over 1t. 1%
aplears tuft tae strippec curabuclle perartted che srest frog
poiat to open onl— 3art ov an” tae rigat front criving wheel,
1nsgtead of poing Con tas throat of the onen fros point, roce
on tae 2o0wnt with the flaage on the 1neide, resulfing 1a the
engine being deraziled to the left. This treck 1s 1aspected
dailv and there 1s sone one on duty at all times to look after
the s 1tcues. Inspection of the engine Aiaclosed nothing
toat could have coatributed to the occurrence of this accicent.

Al of the emplorees 1nvolvel were experieanced men,
and at the time of the accicdeat none of them had been on duty
1n violation of any ol the prowvisioaz cf the hours of service
lawr,

Respectfully suomitted,
’ W. P. SORLAZND,

Director.



