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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF A N ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
ELGIN, JOLIET AND EASTERN RAILWAY AT CHICAGO, ILL , 
ON MARCH 33, 1929. 

July 23, 1939 

TO THE COMMISSION: 
On March 33, 1939, there was a derailment of a 

switching transfer on the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway 
at Chicago, 111 , which resulted m the death of one employee 
and the injury of one employee. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred m the South Chicago vara on 

the Ĝ r-̂  Division, which is located adjaceit to the shore of 
Lake Michigan and extends southward from 79th street co the 
Caluiet River at the foot of 91st street. This yard consists 
of three main yards, A, B, and C, extending from north to 
south, which in turn are sub-d.ivid.ed into smaller units. Each 
of these yards has lead tracks used by yard engines for 
switching purposes and the movement of cars from one yard to 
another. The accident occurred between 86th and 87th streets 
at a double-slip switch located near the northern end of that 
part of yard C known as the slab yard. Train movements are 
governed by signals given to the engine crews by switeamen, 
yarcm-sters and switchtenders. The track is level at the 
point of accident and is well maintained. 

In the vicinity of the point of accident there are 
three d.ouble-slip switches, the north switch, known as Mill 
yard puzzle, the center switch, ;nown as the west main puzzle, 
and the south switch, known as the tram yard puzzle. The 
west m a m puzale, the switch involved, is a No. 7 double-slip 
switch with movable center points of manganese steel, the 
points having an opening of 4-§- inches. There are two switch 
stands and the levers of these stands are provided vnth a 
guard or bracket on the side which prevents the movable center 
points from being thrown against a movement being made trrough 
them. When the two switch levers are thrown towards the 
north, the route is lined through the center of the sivitch 
for a north or southbound movement, when the levers are thrown 
toward che south the route is lined through the center for a 
tarough opposing movement; the throwing of one switch lever 
sets the route around the curve of the switch from one through 
route to the other through route. 

http://sub-d.ivid.ed


T.ie weather "as clear at the tine of the accident, 
1 Inch occurred at shout 5.20 p m, 

De&crmti on 
The s nitcn.r tra isf er ^oisistec of 30 cars, hauled, 

bv engine 306, an 6-TTn«e] switcher, and ^ in cnarge of 
Conductor Tolley and !ngineiar> KieEer. These cars """ere 
being hauled fron yard A, via yard B to track 3 m the slab 
yard, a unit of yard C, and the tram was moving over the 
T e s t m a m puzzle svitcn when it was derailed while traveling 
ax a speed estimated to have been between 6 and 3 miles per 
-lour. 

The engine was derailed to tne left or east, 
struck m between tne ende t^o csi's on an adjoining track, 
and then turned over on its right side across the tram yard 
puzzle sin tch at a pomt about 50 feet from the first pomt 
of derailment. The tender "an also overturned to the right, 
and the forward truck of the first car was derailed Tne 
end trucks of the t x> carp struck bv the engine i_rerc also 
derailed. T h 3 employee killed vas the fireman and the 
employee injured was the engmeman, botn. of engine 306. 

Summary of evidence 
Conductor Toiler stated that his tram started 

from yard A, proceeded througn yard 3 , came almost to a fulll 
stop at 36th street, and after receiving a signal from the 
yardmaster started through the puzzle switches. He said 
he ^as riding on the front footboard on the left side of 
the engine; he noticed the puzzle switches 1Tere set all right 
but as they proceeded over tne rest m a m puzzle switch the 
engine nas derailed at tho frog point. Conductor Tollev said 
he jumped off and ran toward an adjoining track on the left, 
but realising that tne engine rras coming behing him he turned 
aroun , jumped back on the engine, clinbed over to tne otner 
side and jumped, off. The frog points nad seemed to be all 
ughc as his engine aooroacned theni 

Switchman Fellis stated, that he "as also riding 
on the front footboard, on the right side of the engine, he 
saw Yardmaster Dunbar line the si7itcb.es and they received a 
signal fro i him to proceed. He noticed the track was proper­
ly lined, for a movement straight through the vest m a m puzzle 
switcn but when the engine reached the switch it raised up, 
gave a lurch to tne east, proceeded, down the vest main tr--ck 
and tne forward end. s' er^ed between two cars on the adjoining 
trec^ to the left. Switchman Tellis said that he jumped off 
mr ediately after the footboard, cleared, the puzzle svTitch. 
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Ke estimated the speed to have beei between 5 and 3 miles per 
hour at the ti ̂  of tne accent. S,_ritch.ian Krez'ier, - no 
was riclii\ rt tne rear end of tnis tram, ^ s unaware of the 
accident uncil after its occurrerce. 

Assistant Yard-master Dunbar stated that engine 85 
with 35 cars had just cleared the west mam puzzle switch 
when he saw engine 303 approaching at 86th street. He lined 
the west m a m puzzle switch, walked soutnward, lined the 
tram yard puzzle switch and also the switches up to track 3 
m the slab yard, and just as ne finished and turned around 
he saw engine 306 leave the track. It lurched toward the left, 
the riving wheels under the cab were scraping alon^ the 
ground, and then tne engine and the tender turned over on 
their right sides, the engine traveling a distance of 20 or 
35 feet after the derailment before it turned over. He made 
no examination of tne track after the occurrence of the 
accident, it was bad.lv torn up and he was of the opinion Ghat 
a close examination would have revealed no thine,. He estimat­
ed the speed of the tram at the ti-ne of tne accident to have 
been about 8 miles per hour. 

Traveling Engineer Cuff stated that he rode on 
engine 306 on the day previous to tne accident and also made 
an inspection of the engine on the afternoon of March 23 
just before it was dispatched, and he found nothing that 
could have caused the derailment He examined the engine 
again on the day following the accident bat found nothing 
wrong, and on March 36, without naming any repairs, but after 
disconnecting the m a m rods and blocking the valves, the 
engine ,_"as hauled m a tram up to a speed of 35 mles per 
hour and Traveling Engineer Cuff stated that he again rode 
the engine at that time but there was nothing to indicate 
anytnm[ wronp Traveling Engineer Cuff also stated that he 
interviewed Engmeman Kieser, who was seriously injured, m 
this accident, and. the engmeman said, that he 'Tas on tne 
rig.it side of the cab at the time of the accident and that 
he warned Fireman Reed, wno was standing on the decs: of the 
engine, the moment the first driving wheel left the rail. 
Re did not think that the engine would have turned over if 
tney had not struck the cars on the adjoining track. Accord­
ing to Engmeman Kieser the engine was m good, condition. 

Track Supervisor Sanders stated that he made an 
examination of the switch after the occurrence of the 
accident and found tne turnbuckle stripped, on the connecting 

rod xhat operates the west frog point and this point had a 
kmk m it about 4 feet from the end. The stripped turn-
buckle would, have permitted the west frog point to open only 
part way, and he was of the opinion that the right front 
driving Theel went on the inside of this point, hit it and 
made a k m k m it, causing the wheel to take the point on 
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thG rest m a m trsok instead of straight across He stated 
that he thought the stripped turnbuckle ,ras due to rusted 
threads whicn m tuxr rer^ caased asnes and flue dirt 
dropping from trams as mey orssed over it, and that the 
turnbuckle —as stripped o_ior to the cccirrence of the acci-
clent. Tno frog has a nanganese point an" there was no wear 
on it This switch had been installed, about 1-g- years pre­
vious to the tine of the accid.ent and it had not been neces­
sary to "take any repairs during that tine other than tighten­
ing the bolts and, surfacing tne track. It is inspected clailv 
and. there is sor.e one on C.vt - all the tine to look after these 
swi ccnes. He rstated tnat in the vicinity in tfhich this 
accident occurred, it-is the busiest place m the ^ard, and, 
dragL vere gomr back and forth over this puzzle switch all 
day prior to the arrival of engine 306. 

Co lclusions 
Tnis accident -Tas caused by a defective turnbuckle 

on a double-slip switch. 
The evidence disclosed tnat the turnbuckle on the 

connecting rod, of che rest frog point ras stripped, due to 
rusty threads, which apparently were caused by ashes and flue 
dirt drop am d.own from trams as tnev passed over iz. It 
apDears tnat tne strippec curnbuokle permitted die vest frog 
point to open onl- iart Tray an" tne rignt front c n v i ng wheel, 
instead o^ going dom tne throat of the oven fro^ point, rode 
on the pomt with the flange on the meide, resulting m the 
engine being derailed, to the left. This track is inspected 
dailv and there is sone one on duty at all times to look after 
the s 1 tones. Inspection of the engine disclosed nothing 
tnat could nave contributed to m e occurrence of this accident. 

All of the employees mvolved were experienced men, 
and at tne time of the accident none of them had been on duty 
m violation of any of the provisions of the hours of service 
lavr. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. BOP LA-ID, 

Director. 


