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RFPORT CF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON 
THE EASTERN VICHIGAN RAILWAY AT ORTONVILLE, MCII., 
ON JUNE 2, 1929. 

September 30, 1929. 

To tne Commission. 
On June 2, 1929, there was a collision between a 

passenger tram and "i freight tram on the Eastern 
I'licnigm Railway at Ortonin 11 e, Mich., which resulted in 
the injury of 50 n^cacngerc and 1 enloyee, 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on the Flint Division, 

which extends between Flint and Detroit, vich., r distance 
of 60.09 rales, rnd in the vicinity of the point of 
"ccident is smglb-track electric line over which trams 
are operated by tirre-trble rnd tram aiders, no clock-
signal system being m use. At Ortonville there is a 
spur track known as tne "stock track," paralleling the 
main track on the west The switch is a facing-oont 
rv.itch for northbound trains and loads off the T i n track 
to left at ^ point 1,100 feet north of the station. 
The accident occurred on the stock trnck at a point 301.5 
feet north of tne switch; approaching the switch fron the 
south, beginning it the station, the track is taagent for 
a distance of 296.1 feet, followed by a 4° 45' cuive to 
the left 754.4 feet in length, from which point the track 
is tangent to the switcn, a distance of 50 feet, and for 
some distance bevend tnat point. The grade is practically 
level at tne pomt of accident. 

The switch stand at the stock-track switch is located 
on the east or right side of tne m a m track. The target 
is 7 feet 5 mchea above tne head-block ties and has blades 
1̂ - inches wide and Zl\ inches long, which display a red 
indication when tne switch is open pnd green when it is 
closed. 

The weather vas clear at the time of the Pccident, 
uhich occurred at abaut 5.09 a.m. 
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Descriution 

Northbound freight tram extra 2000 consisted 
of six c^rs loaded Tiith gravel, hauled by motor 2000, end 
vps in co^rge of Conductor Killer and Fotorran Peters. 
This tram left Oxford, 3.99 riles south of Ortonville, 
pt 4.10 p.m., passed the station at Ortonville at about 
5.03 p.r., entered the stock track and was brought to a 
stop, but before the switch coal d be closed the rear end 
of the tram was struck by tram No. 19. 

Northbound -passenger tram No. 19 consisted of 
motor 7534, and ^es in charge of Conductor Dunn and Motor-
man Barron This tram deoorted from Rochester, 23.18 
Tiles south of Ortonville, at 4.35 p.m., on tine, departed 
from Ortonville at aoout 5.08 p.m., one minute late, 
entered the open switch leading to the stock track and 
collided with extra 3000 while traveling at a soeed 
estimated to h^ve been between 15 and 35 miles oer hour. 

Motor 7534 was not derailed but its forvard end 
mas telescoped for a distance of about 8? feet and all of 
the seats were torn loose. The rear car m extra 2000 had 
its rear truck derailed and was slightly damaged. The 
eroloyee injured vas the notorman of tram No. 19. 

Summary of evidence 
Motorman Peters, of extra 3000, stated that his 

tram passed the station it Ortonville at 5.04 p.m., and 
at that time he told the conductor to get off and protect 
until he could get into clear on the stock tr^ck for tram 
No. 19. After opening the switcn of that track he moved 
the tram in on the spur and brought it to a stop with 
its rear end about one car-length beyond the clearance 
point. He then got off and started back to close the 
switch but m e n still about one car-length north of the 
rear end of his tram ne observed tram No. 19 aporoachmg, 
about 200 or 250 feet from the switch. He hurried towards 
the switch out as the approaching tram was traveling at a 
nigh rate of speed, he realized ne could not reacn the 
switch before the tram arrived at that point on he threw 
up ooth h^nds as P warning. He estimated the speed of 
tram No. 19 ^t tne tire it entered the siding at 35 rules 
per hour, although the motor was reversed, and he thought 
this had reduced the soeed to aoout 15 miles per hour at 
the time of the accident. He also said that a clear view 
of a tram standing on the stock track could be had from 
an epproaenmg northbound tram for a distance of about 
300 feet and that the position oi tne switch could be plam 
ly seen for a distance of between 400 and 500 feet, fur­
ther view is obstructed by some buildings, trees and poles 
on the inside of tne curve. 
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Conductor filler, of cxtri 2000, stated that his 
tram passed Brandon, 2.7 miles south of Ortonville and the 
last switch south of the latter point, at 4.53 p.m., and 
consumed 10 minutes m running to Ortonville although it 
usually reouires only shout six minutes. As the rules re-
ouired that his t r a m cle^x tne time of the suoerior tram 
five mnutes it was decided that he should get off at the 
station and provide flsg protection until his tram could 
enter the stock track Wnen tram No. 19 arrived at the 
station he informed the aiotorman of that tram that nis own 
tram would clear at the stock tr^ck and that it had had 
about time enough to get into clear but that the motorman 
should watch out for it, Tmich instructions were acknowledg­
ed by the motorman. Conductor Killer than entered the 
telephone booth and called the dispatcher for an order to 
•veet anothpr tram and was still in the booth when he heard 
the irpocx of the collision. He said that he usually acts 
as notortnan and that in his oomion a tram should not be 
operated at a speed of more than 20 miles per hour m order 
to bring it to a stop short of the stock-track switch, as 
there are trees and poles obstructing a clear view of the 
switch. 

Motornan Barron, of tram No. 19, stated that 
while his tram was standing at Ortonville station he vias 
notified by Conductor Miller of the gravel tram that that 
tram would clear at the stock track and that it had had 
about time enough in v,hich to clear. His omn tram proceed­
ed from the station at moderate speed, as he was expecting 
to find the gravel tram on the m a m track, but when the 
latter trnn came into viev he observed that it was m the 
clear although he failed to notice that the switch was open 
until it iv3S too late to stop, although he reversed the 
motor m ^n effort to do so. 

Conductor Dunn, of tram No. 19, stated that his 
tram departed from Ortonville about on time and as it was 
leaving he noticed Conductor Miller pass around the rear 
end of the car carrying a flag, vhich indicated to him that 
the gravel tram was clearing near tnat point. He was 
standing near the rear door as his car approached the 
point of accident and just before reaching the stock-track 
switch the motor of his car was reversed, upon looking back 
he noticed that the car had entered the siding, the colli­
sion occurring immediately afterwards. Conductor Dunn said 
he noticed no unusual speed after departing from the station 
and thought the tram had attained a speed of 20 or 25 
miles per hour at the time the motor v ias reversed, which 
action did not reduce the speed to any extent as it caused 
tu.e wheels to slide; he did not feel any air-brake applica­
tion prior to the time the motor was reversed. 



-4-

Conclusions 
Tnis accident naa caused by the failure of 

Motorman Barron, of tram Ho. 19, properly to control 
the speed of his tram approaching a passing point. 

The rules provide th^t all trains must approach 
a meeting or passing point under full control, and must 
not attempt to pass until the suitor is seen to be right 
and the tram to be met or passed is clear of the rrein 
track. According to the evidence, Motorman Barron bad 
been notified by Conductor Miller that the latter's tram 
would clear at the stock track, -md he nad this fact m 
mind at the time his train ^poroiched the passing pomt, 
but while he eavi, the gravel tram m the cleai he failed 
to notice that the switch was open until it was too 
late to prevent the accident. Although his view of the 
switch was restricted, there is no reason why he could 
not have stopped his tram from ^ moderate rate of speed 
had he noticed the open switch vhen it came within his 
range of vision. 

Thp employees involved were experienced ion 
and at the tr^e o"f the accident they had not been on 
duty contrary to any of the provisions of the hours of 
seivice law. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


