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INTEF Q TATE C0id-'EFC3 CCiljO^SlON 

REPORT OF THF DIRECTOR OF THE fcUREAU OF SAFETY III RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT ^HICH OCCURRED ON THE 
EAST ST LOUIS & SUEURBAN RAlLVn.Y AT GRANDY, I L L . , 
ON JULY 7, 1935 

O c t o b e r 3 1 , 1935. 

To the Commission: 

On J u l y 7, 1935, t h e r e m s s a head-end c j l l i s i o n 
oe tween two e l e c t r i c m t e r u r b a n COTE : on the E^st S t . 
L o u i s & °uburban R a i l ray at Granby, 1 1 1 . , r e s u l t i n g 
i n t he d e a t a o f one e m p l o y e e end the i n j u r y o i t h r e e 
p a s s e n g e r s . 

L c a t i o n and Met nod o f O p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the C o l l m s v i l l e and 
E d w a r d s v i l l e D i v i s i o n , a s i n g l e - t r a c k l m e e x t e n d i n g 
be tween St L o u i s , F o . ; and E d w a r d s v i l l e , 1 1 1 . , a d i s ­
t a n c e o f 2 3 . 8 6 m i l e s , a v e r which t i e i n s a r e o p e r a t e d 
by t i m e - t a o l c and t r a m o r d e r s , no b l o c k s i g n a l sys tem 
b e i n g m u s e . The c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t about 
200 f e e t west of Granby s t a t i o n , a t about the m i d d l e o f 
a 1° cu rve 900 f e c t i n l e n g t h ; t h e g r a d e i s p r a c t i c a l l y 
l e v e l . 

T r e e s b o r d e r i n g the r i g h t - o f - w a y and a l i n e o f 
p o l e s on the i n s i d e o f t he cu rve r e s t r i c t e d t h e range 
o f v i s i o n o f bo tn mot o m e n t o a d i s t a n c e of about 400 
f e e t . 

The w e a t h e r was c l o u d y a t the t i m e o f the a c c i ­
d e n t , whicn o c c u r r e d at 8 . 4 1 a.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Southbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No . 285 c o n s i s t e d o f 
motor c a r 1 1 , c f a l l - s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n , i n c h a r g e o f 
Conduc tor K n e e d l e r and Motorman C r a v e n s . I t d e p a r t e d 
from L o n g s , 1 1 1 . , 5 .6 m i l e s from Granby, a t 8 .24 a .m . , 
p a s s e d Granoy Ti + m u t s top-ping, and t n e speed had been 
reduced t o 5 o r 10 - r i l e s , a n hour when i t c o l l i d e d ™rith 
e x t r a 50 a t a p o i n t 200 f e e t beyond the s t a t i o n . 

Nor thbound e x t r a 50 c o n s i s t e d o f motor 50, o f wooden 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , m c h a r g e o f Conductor Smith and Motorman 
M i l l e r . At Lansdownc, a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1.70 r u l e s from 
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Granby, t r a i n o r d e r N o . 17, F">rm 19, was r e c e i v e d , r e a d ­
i n g as f o l l o w s : 

"Mtr 50 run e x t r a Lmsdowne t o I Z a ' r y v i l l e " 

I t l e f t Lansdowne a t 8 .34 a .m . , a c c o r d i n g to t he t r a m 
s h e e t , made r s top at A l i e n s , 1/4 m i l e d i s t a n t from Granby, 
and c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a i n N o . 285 a t Granby w m l e t r a v e l i n g 
a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been about 35 o r 40 m i l e s 
an hour. 

Bo th c a r s r e g a i n e d u p r i g h t on the r a i l s , motor c a r 
11 t e l e s c o p e d motor c a r 50 a d i s t a n c e o f about 7^ f e e t . 
Tne t r e c k mas o n l y s l i g h t l y damaged. The employee k i l l e d 
was the motoriran o f e x t r a 50, 

Summary of E v i d e n c e 

I'D to m a n C r a v e n s , o f t r a m No . 285, said he had r e ­
c e i v e d no o r d e r s c o n c e r n i n g e x t r a 50, h i s f i r s t knowledge 
o f tha t t r a m b e i n g when he saw i t a p p r o a c h i n g a D o u t 300 
f e e t d i s t a n t ; he a p p l i e d t he a i r b r a k e s ana r e v e r s e d the 
mo to r , r e d u c i n g tho speed o f h i s t r r m to about 5 o r 10 
m i l e s an hour at tne t i m e o f the c o l l i s i o n . The s t a t emen t s 
o f Conduc tor K n e e d l e r c o r r o b o r a t e d t h o s e o f Motorman Cravens 
r e l a t i v e t o the movement o f t n e i r t r a i n p r i o r to tne a c c i d e n t 
t h e c o n d u c t o r add ing t h a t on account o f s e v e r a l road c r o s s ­
i n g s near Granby t h e speed o f h i s t r a m had b e e n m a t e r i a l l y 
r educed at t n e t ime o f " a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t ^ 
and was r o v i n g at a speed o f 8 o r 10 m i l e s an hour at the 
t i m e o f the i m p a c t ; 

Conductor Smith , o f e x t r a 50, a d m i t t e d o v e r l o o k i n g 
t r a m No . 285 e n t i r e l y . He s a i d that w m l e ne was t a k i n g 
t r a m o r d e r N o . 17 o v e r t he t e l e p h o n e a t Lansdowne, 1/otoriran 
M i l l e r r e g i s t e r e d , end m answer t o h i s q u e s t i o n " i s e v e r y ­
t h i n g i n " t h e motorman r e p l i e d m t h e a f f i r m a t i v e . They 
had some c o n v e r s a t i o n r e g a r d i n g o p p o s i n g r e g u l a r t r a i n s , but 
t r a m No. 385 was not -nentioned. K i s t r a i n d e p a r t e d from 
Lansdowne a t 8.34 a . m . , s i x minutes b e f o r e t r a m No . 385 was 
due , made a s t op a t A l i e n s , au„u t 1/4 m i l e from Granby, and 
was t r a v e l i n g a t a speed o f aDout 35 o r 40 m i l e s an hour 
when he saw t r a m N ^ . 385 a p p r o a c h i n g . He d i d no t know 
whether o r not the b r a k e s we / c a p p l i e d p r i o r to t he c o l l i s i o n , 
e x p l a i n i n g t ha t the who e l f -^lgnt have s l i d on the wet r a i l s , 
thus a c c o u n t i n g f o r tne f a c t t h a t the speed d i d not seem 
t o be r educed b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . Conductor Smith 
a c k n o w l e d g e d r.ie r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e a c c i d e n t , and s a i d 
he c o u l d not e x p l a i n how b o t h tie and Motorman f i l l e r c o u l d 
have o v e r l o o k e d t r a m N o . 285. 
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C o n c l u s i o n s 

ThiB a c c i d e n t caused by the f a - l u r e o f Conduc tor 
STith and Fo t orman M i l l e r , o f e x t r a 50, t o keep t h e i r 
t r a m c l e a r o f the nain t recK m the t ime o f t r a m T o . 
385, an o p r o s m p s u p e r i o r t r a m , due to the f a c t tha t b o t h 
o f ther o v e r l o o k e d t h a t t r a i n -

Conduc tor Sri-ch a d i i t t e d t h a t ne o v e r l o o k e d t r a m 
N o . 335, e a i d tha t n e i t h c i he nor the rDtorsran men t ioned 
t r a m No,. 385 Hien d i s c u s s m ^ where t h e y wou ld go f o r 
v a r i o u s o p p o s i n g t r a m s , ana was a t a l o a s t o e x p l a i n how 
he c o u l d have c o m p l e t e l y o v e r l o o k e d t h a t t r a m . 

Fad an adequa te b l o c k - s i r n a l s y e t c i been i n use on 
t h i s l i n e , than a c c i d e n t p r o o , ; b l y * r ou ld not have o c c u r r e d ; 
an adequa te a u t o m a t i c t r a m s top ox t r a m cent m l d e v i c e 
would have p r e v e n t e d i t , 

J'Otorman F i l l e r e n t e r e d the s e r v i c e c f t h i s r a i l w a y 
m 1907; h i s s e r v i c e r e c o r d v , s g o o d , Conductor Smith war 
e m p l o y e d i n O o t o c e r , 1916; C > r d u c t o r K n c e d l e r end Motorman 
Cravens were a l s o e x p e r i e n c e d v en. At the t ime of the 
a c c i d e n t the crevrs of t h o s e t r a m s had baen on d i t y n e a r l y 
3A hours, p r e v i o a s t r which t h e y hod oeen o f f du ty 11 nours 
o r more . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t t ed , 

1 . P . BORLAND 

Di r e c t o r . 


