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INTEPSTATE COWMERCEZ CCYyI<SIQN

REPORT OF TH® DIREICTOR OF THY EURSAU OF SaFE7Y I¥ RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN aCCIDENT WEICE OCCURAZD ON TIE
EAST ST LOULS & SUEURBAN RAILW.Y AT GRANBY, ILL.,
ON JULY 7, 1925

October 21, 1945,
T> the Commilisgl-an:

On July 7, 1925, there wzs a head-end £:111s17n
vetwecn two electric interurban carcs n»n the Ezst St.
Louls & Suburban Rallray at Granby, I1ll., resultling
1n the deeta of »ne employee and the injury oI three
DASECTIZETS.

L catisn and Metnod ~f Operatisn

Thie accldent occurred <n the Collinsville and
Edwardsville Divislcn, 2 slnglc-track line exiending
between St Louls, V0., and Edwardsville, I1l,, a dis-
tance of 23.88 mileg, over which tialnsg ars operated
by tilme-taolc and itraie orders, a0 block slgmnal system
being 1n use. The colliglon oeccurred at a point about
300 feet west of Granby station, at about the riddle of
a 1° curve 300 fect 1n length; the grade 1s practically
level.

Trees bordering the right-of-way and a 1line of
poles on the ineilde of the curve restricted the range
of vigilsn 2f botn wotornen to a distance of absut 400
feet.

The weather was cloudy at the time of the accl-
dent, whica occurred at 8.41 a,.nm.

Description

Scuthbound passenger train N>. 285 ccnsisted of
motor car 11, of all-steel constructisn, in charge of
Conductor Kncedler and Motorman Cravens. It departed
from Longs, Il1l., 5.6 m:les from Granby, at 8.24 a.m.,
passed Granoy witnout stopplng, and tre speced had been
reduced to b or 10 riles,an hour when 1t c¢ollided —ith
extra 50 at a print 200 feet beyond the statinn.

Northbound extra 50 consisted of moteor 50, »>f wosnden
consetructisn, 1n charge of Conductor Smith and Motorman
Miller. At Lensdommg, approxirately 1.70 miles from
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Granby, train order No. 17, Frrm 18, was rccelved, recad-
ing es follows:

"ytr 50 run cextra Lensdamne to MaTyville!

It left Lansdomne at 8.34 a.m., accerding t» the train
snect, made r stop at Allens, 1/4 mile distant from Granby,
and ccllided with train Yo. 285 at Granby whlle traveling
at a speccd esBtimated t2> have been about 35 or 40 mlles

an hour.

Both cars rewzlned uprlizht cn the ralls, mctor car
11 telescoped motor car 50 a distance of about 74 feet.
Tnc trzck was only selizhtly damaged. The erployee killed
wag the neotorran 2f extra 50.

Summary sf Tvlaence

Vstorman Cravens, Jf traln No. 285, sald he had re-
celved no orders concerning extra 50, hie first knowledge
of that train being when he saw 1t approaching acoui 800
fect distant; he applied the arr brakes anu reversed the
mptor, reduclng thce epesd »f his trein to about 5 or 10
riles an h-our at tne time of the collisinn. The statements
of Conductor Kneedler corroborated those of fotormon Cravens
relative %o the mrivement »f taelr train prior t7 the accident
the conductor adding that cn account of several road cross—
ings near Grancy the speed of hls itrain had been materlally
recduced at tne time of appyroachklng the point of accident,
aad wae roving at a speed of B o7 10 milcs an hour at the
time of the mpact,

C-~nductor Bmith, of extra 50, admltted overlooking
train N2. 285 entirely. He sald thet wnlle ae was taklng
train order 2. 17 over the telerhone at Lansdowne, Motorman
¥iller registered, erd 1n answer to hig gquestion '"ig every-
tolng 1n" the motecrman replied in the affirmative. They
had some conversati-n regardlng opvoring regilar trailns, but
traln No., 285 vaes not nentloned, Hls trein departed from
Lansdowne at 8.34 a.m., slx mlnutes before traln Kn. 385 was
due, wade & stop at Allcne, ab.ut 1/4 mile from Granby, and
was travcling at a spced of aovocut 38 or 40 m1les an hour
when he saw train N-~. 385 avpr.scihlng. He did not know
whether or n>t the brakes we.c applied pricr to the collision,
explaining that the wheele =lgnt have slid cn the wet rails,
thus accourting for trne fact that the speed did not seem
to be reduced vefore the accident occurrced. Conductor Smith
acknowledged rls respsnslbility for the accldent, and saild
he could not explair kow both he and Motorman Filler could
have overlooked train ¥». 285,
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Concluselns

Thie accident wes caused by the farlure of C-aductor
811th and ¥otorman I'ilier, »f extra EO, to keep thelr
traln clcar »f the neala trecx ~n the tiwme -f ftrain To.
3285, an oproslng superisr train, ducs to the faect that both
cf ther sverlcoked that traln.

Conductor Stith adaltted that nc overlensked trrin
¥y. 285, ecald that reltac:r he nor the wrtcrran mentloned
troirn No. 885 vhen discusslne wherc they would go for
varlous oprosling tralnsg, ana was at & lors to explain how
hz could have chmeletel,; cverlooked that train.

Fad ar ade L
this 1lne, tlig accldext prooably -rould not have occurred;
an adequatc aulomatic traln sicp 2r train cont.ol device
would have prevented 1t.

Motorman Y1ller entered the scrvice cof this rallway
1n 1807; hig gervice rachrd v.8 good, Conductor Sruath mae
employed 1a Octocer, 1918; Corrductor Knccdler end Motorman
Cravens wcre alsc ecapericnced - on, At the 11ne of the
accldent the crecvg 2f these “reins had been on daty nsarly
3% houre, previous t- which they Lad opeern off duty 11 nours
OT More.

Respectfully submitted,
W. P, BORLaND

Director.



