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Iron Range Railroad, near Colby, Ulan., : 
on Jniy fcg, 1013, 
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On Inly SS# 1913, there vat a head-end goUieien oft 
tha Puloth A Iron Hange Railroad near Oelby, Minn*, whioh 
rtsuited in tha death of three and tha injury of faur eapleyeee. 

Aftar investigation of thla avoidant tht 0hief Inepeetor 
of Safety Appllaneee reports aa M f c m i 

That part of the fleetem Kenaba Braheh en vhleh thie 
aooident eeourred wae a double-traok line extending ffe» Allen 
•Tunatioa, Minn., ta MoK infer, Minn. At Allen ftmAUm it 
branehee off frost tha Main line extending frow ten Harbore, 
Vlnn«4 to tower, Kinn*, and then** ta wlnton, ttlnn* frtm two 
Harbore to Allen Junetion, the aaia line wae double tracked, 
and portion* of it were equipped with autoeatle bine* aignaie, 
on the TTeetern Heeeba Mvlaion, however, tralne were operated 
under the trein~order ayatea, no bloek elgnal eyetea being in 
aee* fb* booJe ef rulee provided in part that "In the uee of 
double traok, all tralne met keep to the left, tattle ee other
wise dirooted,- Allen Junetion wae a junetion of three 
diviaione of the Duluth & Iron Bang* Bailroad* At the etatien 
the traeke ran alnioet eaet and went* the neat northerly traok 
waa oalled elding So. *• The first traok to the couth of it 
wae the Vaster* Seeaba Braneh northbound aaln line* the next 
traok being the southbound aaln line* Parallel to thie traok 
wae the ae&n line extending froa two Harbor* tn tower and 
Vinton, followed by a nusfeer of elding** For tha pnrpoee'of 
handling enginee end oere froa the tower-Vlnton ftain line ktf 
to tha Western aeeaba Uraneto main lines tnd to track Ho« 4, 
there were two oroeeowere, on© eesmeetlng the foweiMUnten 
traok with the feetorn Hetab* Braneh southbound aaln traok, 
the other connecting tho two feetern seeab* iraneh aaln traeke* 
At the tiae of this aooident all of the ewitohee were worked 
by hand, and were not equipped with ewlteh looke, 

the tralne involved in thie oollieion were two ore tralne* 
Southbound extra so3 eonsi&ted of 34 loaded eteel ore eara 
and a eabooao, hauled by locomotive «n. SOS* and wae in 
eberge ef Conauotor Porgy and Englneaan BleXt* JM left Aurora, 
It a Initial terminal, at St 33 a*a,# and had pro needed to a 
paint about half a alio beyond Colby, the first etatlon froa 
Aurora end £.9 ailee dietant therefroa* when It eelllded with 
northbound extra 207. At tha tin* ef the oollieion it waa 
eetiwated to have been running at a epeed of absent 15 ailee 
an hour* 
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, Sorthneund extra SO? eonelsteft of 19 eispty etsel or* 

tore and « eaboose, hauled *y *ooo*otive tfo. 807* end wa* 
lit charge of Ocnduotor tellighir and 3nginenan foote, ft 
left Two Karoos at 13*01 aJt*, an route to the nines, and 
after cooling at Allen Junction left that station at it 83 a T h e switches at Allen Junction had heen left tot far 
the southbound naln line oy the ©row of en extra southbound 
log train, end as none of the drew of extra 80? noticed their 
position, that train departed using the southbound naln line, 
end ran en that tree* for n distance ef shout 4~l/2 ©lies 
before colliding eith extra 803 nt 8x10 a.n* , It wee estimated 
that extra 20? nee running nt « speed of about 80 alles per 
hour nt the tine ef the collision. It was mining nt tho tine 
of the eeeldent, which eeeurred on level traefc on a 4-degrec 
curve. 

Both engines were badly dtasaged, 8 leaded end 11 eapty 
ere ears were derailed end store or less nadir flagged. About 
300 feet of the southbound naln line tern tern up, 

On the morning of the accident* before northbound extra 
80? reached Allen Junction, the southbound leg jtrnla previously 
mentioned had eone in vlth oars to not ont en track Jto. 4, In 
order to leave the ears en fhle tree* it van neeeseery to nee 
the ten eroesovere described above. Knglneaan rope of the log 
train stated that after stopping at Allen Junction $r*kenen 
White cut off behind the first four ears* the nra&eaan ens en 
the englneaente side end out off the care end gave signals on 
that side. These oars were then aet out on trade ffa« 4j the 
hrakesan set the brakes on then and rode the engine froa the 
point chore the care hod been eet out baofc to the ewitoh, and 
threw it back to tho naln line position before the engine went 
up over the crossover lending to the southbound track. After 
throwing this switch, the brafcesan gave a elgnal to book op 
the southbound main line, the engine boohing by the brafceean, 
who rode to the crossover switch leading to the Te*er**in«en n&in track* The brahenen throw this ewitoh end the engine 
Jessed the brafceaan end continued on town the southbound sain lne to the coal chute to teJse eoal, the brafienan stopping end 
throwing the ewitoh bade again* After taking coal the engine 
returned to the etandpipe end found the brahenan there, who 
threw the etandplpe around so as to tafee enter* Snglnesan 
Pope further stated that he did not fcnow in what position the 
east end of the crossover ewtich wee left by the nrakessn, as 
he had lost sight of him when he went to take coal* While at 
the coal deon extra £07 erne In end both engines were at the 
dock at the sane tine* After taking water fnginenan Pope 
backed up hie engine to the train, coupled en, and the train 
proceeded on its way* 

Head Brakea&n White of the log train etated that on tha 
arrival of hie train at Allen Junction no out off behind the 



four loaded ©«r« that were to ce placed on siding Ue* 4, slid 
Said that In talcing these oars to that aiding it was necessary 
to USE both crossovers and tho switch loading Into that track. 
Aft or placing the ear* on that track* the engine was but off 
and brought b&oK to the suae traoic en which the rear end of 
the train was left standing. Jfo further stated tbat he left 
all the switches set as he found them, and that the switch at 
the east end of the oreeaover wee left for the northbound track. 
He stated that if this swlteh had bean set wrong, he would have 
noticed it, as the lights froa hie lantern and frost the aenot 
were shining on the rails. Hhen he stepne4 aeroae the track 
all the awItoh lights were burning brightly, end he noticed this 
switch light shoved green. Be then went to the depot lunch 
room, end when he returned the engine of extra 207 obstructed 
any .further view of the switch light. 

Neither Conductor $MLTH nor fldp&a Bhetherby of the leg 
train assisted in setting out these care and neither of theia 
noticed the position df any of the switches. 

Conductor Smith of the log tr&in stated that he and the 
re&r orakeiBaa looked over the train, one on elthur side, cn 
its arrival at Allan Junction, and on reaching the head end 
of hi3 train he found the engine of hie train at the coal dock* 
The sotting out of the four oars he left to the head hraketasn, 
he hinaeif knowing nothing whatever about the position of the 
switches? neither did be notice the position of the switch 
between the tiae the log train engine case oyer and the titse 
£07 arrived. 

tSnglnecum Foot© of extra 907 stated that when hie train 
arrived at Allen (Junction it was stopped at the coal chute. The 
he&d br&keai**n cut off the engine, m& after taking coal the 
engine ma run forward to the stend$ipe to take wator* as it 
was raining he*«d, he closed all the windows in the cab of the 
locomotive, m& neither nor anyone on the engine noticed the 
switch li^bt or the position of the switch points. Approaching 
tho awl tali frotg the weot the view of the switch light was ob
structed oy the gtiaftdpipe and could only be seen by the engine* 
man for a distance of S50 feet* Se further stated that the 
head brokewan was an the engine while taking coal and water, 
and did not handle the switch* After coupling to the train at 
tho ee&L dock the brakeson again got into the loconotiwe cab 
and was riding on hie side of the engine when leaving Allen 
Junotljn. 

Conductor OalHgfcer of extra 207 stated that on arrival 
at Allon Junction ha wont toward the head end of the train while 
the engine was being coaled- The train was sowing before he 
arrived there and the engine was taking water when ho reached 
the etation. Se went into the station to look at the train 



register ana 4id not notice tbe position "ifcf an? ef .£* ewitehee. 
fhe train was at Allen Junction about seven bp eight minutes, 
olid A* It wae raining bard ha went tb tha baboo on after tha 
train, •tartad, 8a nounted tab moving train about 600 feet fron 
tha eroesover. Re etated that ha gave no thought to tha quae. 
tion of whether nr not hie train wa* on ton tra**, nee 
not on tha rear piatforc of the caboose end 014 not observe any 
nf tha ewitch lights* The switch being en the epoestte gift* of 
the train froa hia he oould not have noticed it unlace ha had 
been en the rear of the train* After going Into the caboose 
he eat down at hie dean and buaied nlaeelf trlth hie reports. 
While eo engaged the rear hrekenen wae witting behind, hi*. 
He etated that neither he nor the brokenan went ta the cupola 
of the Caboose to oh serve the train, but nafl the bfehenan 
loosed out of the cupola the fast tnat the train wee on the 
wrong track would probably have been noticed* He etated further 
that it we* the rule always to est ewitehee for the main line. 

Hear Srabenan Z & h n stated that aa it wae raining hard 
he renained in the eabeosa at Allen Junction* fhe train wae 
there about eight or nine ninutee, the conductor returning to 
the train at it started* tic did not anew that the train was 
on the wrong trunk until he stepped out to flag after the 
collision* Me etated further that had ha been in the cupola 
watching the train after leaving Allen Junction he could have 
noticed the absence of the track on the right hand side at the 
tr&ln by the flare of the engine when the firemen fired up, 
even though the windows of the Caboose had been Closed because 
of the rain. 

This accident was Caused by the brew In charge of north
bound extra 80? disregarding the switch, end switeh-sigfrt 
Indications and running their tr&ln on the southbound aain 
track leaving Allen Junction* Conductor Oalligher end gngineaan 
Foots are primarily responsible. Brskeaen fortman end 2ahn 
and Firemen Carlson are also to blana* as ell were experienced 
men fastlllor with the road and the yules* end should nave known 
that their train was on the wrong track before traveling a 
distance of 4*1/2 alios* It Is inexplicable that experienced 
employees should have been so neglectful of their bwn eefety 
as to perait their tr-iln to run against the current of traffic 
without any authority whatever for a distanoe of 4-1/S nilee 
without discovering their el stake* ' 

while Braboaen flhite Is positive that he left the ewltbh 
Sroperly eat for the northbound aain track, its nemel position, e wae the last person to handle it, and it le believed that 
when the engine returned froa side track go, 4 and the ewitch 
was set to back onto the southbound nain line, mrmm&n white 
left the ewitch in the last named position! failing to thow 
It to its noraal position. 



This investigation further develoosd the fact that 
during the ore season acre than 80 trains a gar use thsca 
tracks and switches* To provide adequats safety all ef these 
caln track switches should be equipped with switch leeks and 
they should be kept locked for naln track movements, 

A« previously stated, all the eaploycc•"" responsible for > 
this accident were experienced 9 0 1 1 . end none of them bkd 
been on duty In violation of any of the proviaiona of the 
hours of service law. The records of all were good* although 
it is noted that Sngineman Footc had been suspended on two 
occasions in 1304 for responsibility in connection with 
accidents, once for SO days and once for 30 dayc, the latter 
suspension afterward being reduced to 10 days* 


