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On July %2, 1013, there was & ma-end tﬁuimn on
the Duluth & Iren Range Hallroad near doldy, Minn,,
reaulted in the death of thres and Yhe Injury of four euployess.

AftYer Inventigetion af thia ‘avoldent tm $hisf Inspeator
of Sa.fut: MIMuu reports aw tanmi ,

mu part of the Yestetn uauhu Braneh im mm this
gocident poourred was s double~trask Line sxtends m ALlent
Junation, ¥inn., to NeKirksy, Minn, A% Alleft Junetion 1
brandhes off from the mein Line exten mmmmm
Kinn,, %o Tower, Hinn,, and thenss %o ¥Winton, M, From Two
nghms (] uun mnim the mlt um was uan’ble irmksa
roione of A% were tg\: h automatie Bloek sign
Segtorn Vessbs Divigion, hmn traing woye mah
'tmaur ghe train<order systen m »loak stem Deoing
wee, The book of amnpmdmmy heﬁnat
double Srack, all Sralns must keep So the lef¥, unless other-
wige #ireoted . Allen Junotion was & Junetion of three
divisions of iha Ppuluth & Iron Rahge Ratlroad, At the atatlon
the Sracks ran almost east and wout., The st northerly track
was oalled ¢lding No, 4. The Lirst ‘Iuoiz to the south of it
war ths Westarn Nesgha Bransh northbound malin 1ine, the next
track be the svuthbound sain 1line. ?mihi ts ihh Srack

wae the 1ine mtendl.ng froz Twe mm
ginton, followsd by s mumber of eldings, For ‘mam
hauanng sngines and esrs from the Tower-Winfon

estern Messba Hranoh metin ines ond to fraock No. 4

mm ware $wo Sromsuvers, one aanneﬂmm hﬂhﬁmﬁan
treok with Ythe ¥eatern Wosoba Bradeh sou und maln $rack,
the other sonnscting the Swo Yestern ¥esaba Byesnch main trackas,
AT the Slme of this neoident gll of the gwitohss were workad
by hund, and were nol squipped with num Xookae,

The trsing involved in $hig oolllelon wore Swe ore tralns,
Bouthbound extre 203 ounelsted of 34 loaded ptnel Ore dsars
and g eabmu hauled by locorotive Na. 803, .4nd wag in
ehayr qtor Forgy and Eaginesasn Blakils @ X8 Ysf¥ Aurora,
ite s.tul Sermingl, at 2130 a,m,, and hed proosedsd fo a
point about helf a mile beyond cam. the firet station from
Arors and R.9 miles dlatant Sherefron, when 1¢ gollided with
Rorthbound extrs 207. At the tius of the collisfon L% wes
sa%inatsd to have besn rnning at a spesd of @ 15 niles
an hﬂlﬁ'ﬁ‘& S
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« Northbound extrs 207 eonslsted of 48 wiapty steel ore

dars and & gaboose, hattled By Jogomagive Wo, 207, and was
in ohergs of Jonfuotor Gallightr and Engineman Foote, It
lef't Two Harbors at 12101 amm., ¢t vonte 40 ¢he mines, and
after 0ouling 4t Allen Junmotion left that etation at 2(B52
a2  The switohes al Allen Junotion heldt besn left aet for
the southbound matn line by Ye arew of ap extra southbound
log train, and as nons of the araw of extra £07 noticed their
position, that traln departed using the sputhbound main line,
and ran on that track for a €lstanoe of sbous 4-1/2 miles -
Before golliding with extra 203 at 3410 a.m,. . Xt wer estiizatod
that extra 207 was running at s speed of gbouy 20 miles per
housy st Eha time of the tollisfon. I8 wes Falning at the time
of the asuldent, whish ovowrred on level teaok on & 4-dugree

ourve, '

Both enginas wers badly dngaged, 8 loaded and 11 eupty
ora darz wore deralled and pore oF leas hadly damapged. About
300 feet of the pouthbound mals Iine were Boran up,

On She moraing of tha sooldent, Befores northbound extra
€07 reached Allen otion, Yhe m&bma Yog $rzin prasviocusly
sentioned hed aoma in with oars to 29t out on Yrack No, 4, In
prder So leave the care on this track 1% was necsszary So use
the two sroszovers described above. Enginesman Fope of the log
train stated that aftepr atapping at Allen Junctlon Spakaman
¥hite sut off behind the first four care. The DreXeman was oa
the englinemsnte aide and ocut off the aars snd gove signals on
that elde. Thess gsrs were Shen got oud ont Srack No, 44 She
brakemsn set the braksa on them and prode the engine fprun the
point wvhers ths sars had besn gset out haok %o tha switoh, and
thres it baok %o She mailn line pusition before ths engine went
up over the erogsover lsading to e southbound traock. Aftap
throwing this swifoh, the brakemsn gave & signal to baok ap
the southbound main ilnu. the engine baokting hy the brakessn,
who rode %o the oromgover switoh leading %o the Tower<Winton
pein trzok. The brakeman threw fhis Lol and the enging

a889d the Drekemen and ocntinusd on dowm the southhound main

ine %o %he dognl chute Yo teke ¢oal, the brakeman atopping and
throwing the gwitoh back sgain. Atter taking ocal the engine
returned to the standpipe and found ths brskesaan thers, who
thraw the a%tanlpipe apround so ag S5 Yake waler,. Engineman
Pope furthser atated that he 414 not know inm what mu@n the
enst end of the orossover swiiclt wag left by the anan, AS
he had lost slght of him vhen he went o Uake sonl. While st

the coal dogk extra 207 eame 1n and bDoth inea wors a% the
dock at the seme time, Af%er Saking walfer Englneman Pope
backed up his engine o the traln, coupled on, and the Sraln

proes¢dsd on TR way.

Road Brakemsn White of the log Srain stated that on the
arprival of hig Srsin a% Allen Junotion Ms eut off bHehind Ehe



four loaded daras that were % We placed on siding Ho. 4, end
sald that in taking these sers to that elding 1% waa neacesary
to uge HOLh erasieovere asnd the switol legding into that fraock.
After pluoiny the oare on Shet Ursck, the engine was gut off
and brought Daok %o $he eppe Yrack on ehish ths daar ond of

the trein was left etanding. He Turther stafed %hat he loft
all the awitolies sot as he found them, mnd $hat the awiteh at
the gaet end of the oraoesover wae lati for the northbound track.
He atated thet 44 thia swiltoh had been set vraag, he would have
noticed 1%, a2z tha lights from his lantarn and from the denot
were shinlag on the reiles. Whei he ate aorgas the traek
all the switoh lights were bBurning brightly, and he notiged thie
awitoh light showed green. Ho then weuk to the depst lunch
room, and when e reatwned Shs enging of sxtrs 207 obavtructed
sny fuprther viaw of the gwitah light.

Heither Qonduator 3mith nor Flagusn Rhetherby of ths log
traln apsizted in metting out thoeae gare and neithisr of them
notlasd the position of any of the awltohes.

Gonduator Saith of the log trall staked that he and the
resr dralieman looked over the Yraln, one on ¢dther aide, on
1ta arrival at Allan Junotion, and an reashing the head snd
of hia train he found the engine of hie train at the cosl doek.
The gotting out of the four cars he left to the hesd brakeasn,
he himaelf Enpwing anothing whigtever adbout thw poeltion of the
gwitehen; nelther did he notice the position »f %he ewlteh
between The time the log traln angline came ovar and the tize
207 srrivaed,

nginenan Foote of oxtra 207 sta%ed #iat when his traln
srrived a% Alleh Junotion A% was wtopped a% the cval chuts., The
head bDroakenen oud off the snglne, ané after Saking cosi the
engine wae run forward to the glendplipe o Yeke wator. As it
wue Paining hesd, he alosed a1l the windowe in She ceb of the
locerotive, snd Nelther he OOP anyone of %he englne natilaed the
ewitoh 11ght or the position of the switeh polnis. Apnrosching
the gwltsh froa the went ths view of the switoh light was oba
struated by the atandpipe and oouid onily Be seont by the engine-
pan for s dlatsence of &S0 fuet, He r stated thet the
head brokewan was on the engine shile Bdking goal and water,
and did not handle the switeh. AfSer soupling %o the trsln at
the eonl dook the brakeman agaln got Ainto the loaumotlive agb
ﬁ"d was tiding on Wls aside of the eiyrine when leaving Allen
unaotisn.

Oonductor Gelligher ol extra 207 stated that on arrival
at Allen Jdunation he wont toward the hoad end of the ftrain while
tho ongine was being voaled. The Sraln was moving bafore he
arrived thorsa and the engine was Saking water vhen he reached

the station. Ho went into the station to laok at the train
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e e hghﬁnr and aid Rot nodies Yhe poustion | £ the awitohes,
%‘ The train wee at Allen Junolion abatiﬂ Yen # 1;11& tm“‘g
S and an 438 was palaing hyrd he went %s gabooas ufter the
€“=\ 7y train started. Ho mounted the woving Wraln ﬁbwt 800 feot fron
LS LS the arossover. He stated $hat ke gave no Shought fo she ms—
e tion df whathop or dot his Sruin wae on Yhe proper fradk, wa
§u not on the Pear platforn of the subgdse and 4id nob obeerve m
s of sha switah lighta. Ths switeh being on tha wmm aide of
the %rain fron o dould not have aaﬂﬁtd it ﬁuiua hs had
\ ‘Been of the resp of the train, . After golog into the eabooss
£ he sat down at his deak and busled hingelf with ma ﬂggh.
r ¥hile a0 o d She roar breketan was sitting b
; He s%atod % nelthaxr ke nor the bDrakeman went e the cupola
of the cabooae %0 cbserve the tratn, but had ths Hrekeman
zuokaa out of tha eupola the fact tﬁa the tralin wae on the
ng Srack would probably have besh notided. Eeo ataten mm.:-
that it wan the ruls alwayas to nt switehes for the saln 3ine.

: Regy Brakeman Zahn a%aled ﬁha’e an 1% wag welining hard
he remaingd in Rhe pabooge at Allen Junetiun, The train was
there abouk el or alne minutes, fhe cohdustor ntnrning ta
the train s ntnﬁad Ee d1a unt know that the Sraln was
on ths arong traok nnti he ste d gut 3 flag arter the
ealnai&n.. He stated fupther t hed he bean in the supola
watohing the train after leaving Allen Muum hs ¢ould have
noticed the abaonse of the traok on Ythe pight hand side of the
train by the flare of the englne when the firezsn fired up
o;egh tho the windows of tho oabvose had bestit eloaed Innuu
@ ® rain.

This zooldent wee daused by the orew in sh ¢ northe
Bound extra 207 dlsregsrding the swlitoh snd switeb-Right
indleations and sunning thsir Srain on the mthwum Bain
$rack leav Allen Junetion, dunduotor Galligher and Engineman
Foots ere primarily responsible, BraXemen Foy and Zahn
and Firepan Carlson azre pleo to blase n all wire experiended
gen faxiliay with the ropd and the and ahould heve tnmm
that their trein wes on ths wro ﬁm& itron travelin
dietance of 4-1/2 wilea., It 1g Snexplionble Bhat expsy cmad
saployees ghould heve been so nsglsctful of thelr owm sufety
as So permit their tralin to run againet the survent of traffie
Y without any authority whatever for a digtanoe of Ws ailes
o4 without diacovering thelr mistake,

( While Brakewnen Whiite s positive thet he left the Mﬁh
g groporly ast for the northbound main track, 1%z normal position,
e wag the ligat porson to handle 1%52‘ 1& u Believed that

when the ongina returned fron slde track Ho, 4 the switoh
was se% o back ante the southbound main Line, etian White

laft the ewitioh in tho lest nesed position, failisg Vo thow
1t %o its normsl posifion,
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This investigation furtMer dsveloped the faot that
éuring the ors season wore than 80 ne & day ueo thege
tracke and pwitches. ¥To provide sleguate ealety all of these
mein Srack ewif%ohes akould be squipped with pwiteh locks and
they ahould bo Xept locked fop main traok movemonta,

g N 7ot oo s

As previsuply gtated, sll the suployoes veeponsivle for -
this soeldent wers experlended men, ind none'of thea Mhd
Besn on 4duty in violation of sny 62’ the provisions of the
hours of servics law, The records of all were good, although
1t 38 noted thyt Englineman Poote had heon suependsd on two
scegaione in 1904 for reaponsibility $n eonnedtion »ith
aceidents, once for 60 deya sud onde for 30 &wye, the latiter
suegpenalion afteresrd bBoling reduced to 18 days.
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