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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH CCCURRED ON THE
DETROIT, MONROE & TOLEDC SHORT LINE RAILWAY, DETROIT
UNITED LINES, NEAR MONROE, MICH., ON SEPTTZMBER 2,
1928.

Cctober S, 19236.

To the Dommission:

On Septerber 3, 13835, there was a head-end
collision between two passenper trains on the Detroirt,
Monroe & Toledo Short Line Rallwvay, Detroit United Lines,
near Monroe, Mich., which resuvlted in the death of ©
passengers and 1 employee, and the 1njury of 32 passengers
and 4 employees.

Location and method of operation

The Detroit, lonroe and Toledo Division 1s an
electric line which extends between Oakwood, Mich., and
Toledo, Ohio, a distance of 51.13 miles, and in the vicin-
1ty of the point of accideat 18 a single-track line over
which trains are operated by time-table and train orders,
no vlock-signal syetem being 1n use, Superiority of
scheduled trains 1s not conferred by direction,
oppoelng trains meeting at rezular time-table meeting
points unless otherwise ordered. The collision occurred
at a point approximately 12 miles north of Monroe.
Approaching the poiat of accident from the north the track
18 tangent for a distance of 2,850 feel, followed by a 40
curve to the left 1,188 feet in length, the accident
occurring on the curve at a point about 500 feet from 1ts
northern end; approaching from the scuth the track 1s
tangent for a distance of 3,173 feet, followed by the
curve on wuailch ithc accident cccurred, the grade 1g
practically level, Trees bordering the right-of-way and
a line of poles on the i1nside of the curve restricited the
range of vision of both motormen to a distance of about
1,000 feet,

The weather was clear at the time of the
accident, which occurred at about 1l.c4 p.m.

Description

Northbound passenger train No., 223 consisted
of motor car No. 7529, of wooden construction, in charge



of Conductor Leatherman and Motormen Schlegel. It left
Toledo at 12.20 p.m,, on time and was approaching the
siding known\ae Pine, 1ts time-table meeting point with
train Neo. 844, 7hen 1t collided with hat train at a
point about cne mile from Pine Sidinz.

Southbound passeager train No, 234 consisted of
motor car No. ¥0S8, in charge of Cenductor Adams and
Motorman Owens. It left Cakwood =t 12.45 p.m., on time,
end at Rockwcod, 18.33 mil~s distant, the crew received
the following orders.

"Meet No., 231 car 7520 at Hewport"
MNieet No. 18 cor 7312 at Pinel®

This train left Rockwood ot 1.11 p.m., on time, met the two
traine at the voints rentioned in 1ts meet orders, passed
Pine, 1tes schedule meeting point with train 223 at obout
1.23 p.m.,, st1ll on time, without stopping, and collided
with train No. 223 while trovelirg 2t a spced estimated

to have been about 15 milce an aour.

Both care remained upright but were badly
camaged, car 7539 was telescoped for a distance of about
12 feet whilc car 709€ wes tclescoped about 6 feet. The
employee killed was a ctudent conducter.

Sumrnry of evidence

Motorman Owen, of train No. 224, stoted he wae
ueed both &s a conductor ~nd motocrman, his reguler run now
bteing ag a ccnductor, altnough he had always been a motor-
man until 1eccently. At Rock'rooa he received the orders
to mect train Vo. 221 <t Newpors aad train No. 15 at Fine,
and at the tims Le passed the siéian~ @t Pine he saw the
motorman of tru.a Ne. 15, but 1.d not remerber seeing the
car number. He aamitted thot ne had entirely forgotton
about train No. 223, cad ra1d want added to his confurion
was the receiviug of crders to mcct the northbound trains,
which were late, at other than their scheduled meeting
pointe. At the time he tirst woticed train No. 223, his
own t rain was traveling ahout 45 miles an hour, and he
immediately applied the prakes in smergeacy, onened the
sanders and reverscd the wotore, reducing the speed of his
train to about 15 milcs an hour when the collision
occurred. He estiuated the spced of the approaching ftrain
t0 have becen greater thaa the speed at which his own train
was traveling. Motorman Owea furtncr stated that on the
morning of September 1 he was relieved from duty at 5.45
a.m., after 10 houre on duty, and after getting something
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~\_§9 eat he vierted a dentist, recturning to his home at

1.00 a.m., aond after again cating he went to work at 1.54
p.rt., without having had any rest while off duty, and was
1n continuous service until 11 p.r, the same day. He went
to bed at 11.30 p.m., and on the date of the accident he
got up at 5 a.m., going on duty at 5.50 a.m., and he said
he was not feeling good being 1a a nervous cendition due to
a continuous toothache, he coastinued on duty up to the
time of the accidcnt. He so1¢d that 1f his rest had been
regular he probably would not have forgotten train Ne. 223.

Conductor Adars, of troin No. 234, stated that
he had been 1n the service € meonthe and had been working
on this run eince August 14. Hiz train left Oakwood at
12.45 p.m., and at Rockwood, the end of double track, he
recelved the orders to meet two ncerthbound trains.
Approaching Pine he went to the focrward end of the car to
check the meet, but when he noticed ftrain No. 15 as they
passed he entirely forgot about his time-table meet with
train No. 223. Fe said tne first he knew of the impending
collision was when the moteiman reversed the motors, at
which time he went to the front of the car and saw train
No. 223 approacning about 300 feet distant. He had had
no conversation with the motorman concerning train No. 223
and did not notice anythiag unusual in the motorman'eg
actions during the trip.

Motorman Schlegel, of train No. 333, stated
that he first noticed train No. 234 approaching from a
distance of 700 feet; at thig time his own train was
traveling about 45 miles an hour, and he was unable to say
how much the speed had been reduced before the collision
cccurred, although he said the brgkes were 1in geod
condi tion, On account of the serious injuries he received
in the accident Kotorman Schlegel could not be gquestioned
in detail, while Coaductor Leatnerman, alego of train No.
233, was s0 seriously 1ajurcd that no statement frow hiu
could be obtained,

The records indicatsd thot Motorman Owen had
been on cduty 16 hours and b runutes 1n the aggregate during
the Z4-hour period prior toc the accident. Car House
Foreman Duvall, who has charge of celling trainren for
duty, and 1s responsible for their houre on duty,..s21d the
error was due to the fact that he 41d not notlcef%hat
Motorman Owen had not been on liis regular run?%he prececding
day, resultisag in his failure tc co off duty at the end
0f the day as early as wculd otherwise have been the case.



Conclusions

This accident wae cauged by train No. 224 over-
running a time-table meeting point, for which Conductor
Adams and Motorman Owen are at fault.

Both Conducter Adams and Motorman Owen are
experienced employees, yet according to their testimony
they both completely overlooked their scheduled nmeeting
point with train No. 223, The evidence indicated that
Motorman Owen had been on duty more than 16 hours in the
aggregate in the 24-hour period prior to the accident;
this constituted a violation of the Federal hours of service
law, On account of having had dental work performed, and
continually suffering frowm toothache, he had had very
little rest when actually off duty, and as a result he felt
nervous and depressed. There did not appear to have been
any excuse, however, for Conductor Adams' oversight other
than becoming confused by recciving orders to meet a
northbound train at Pine; having met that train, he then
overloocked the fact that his train had a time-table meet
with another train at the same point.

The employees involved were experienced men;
at the time of the accident, none of them, except Motorman
Owen, had been on duty i1n violation of any of the
provieions of the hours of service law.
Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director,.



