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O K July l t 1914. there w*a & bead-end aoUiaion OA the Cefcroit* Jaokson & Ofalfiasp Beilway aoey Mlebl^mn Cfeflter* Mich., 
I.','" which resulted la tho de^th of 1 paaoenaty esS tho injury of 13 pasetfaseret one of ̂hom e^ermrde died* and % ewoyee*-After investigation of thia aooident tho Chiaf Za&peotor of Safety Appli&n©©*? reports a» follows* — 

thia part of the Detroit* J&eScsoa & Qhtontp Railway la a elugle-traefc »tand;ard-®»u&« eleetrie line* Ho bleak aignal 
syot^a la in use, trains feeing operated, by train ordera and tiae~eard rights* flr&la ainpatohlog la done by telephone* Kaahinea oontalnlî  train order felanke are looated in the var­ious telephone booth* *h«re train order* ore reoeived by train* aen* The conductor receivoo and writes tbe train order end 
the motemoa reoaata t:*e order to tho di^atobor* by whom it ia than made ooaplete* *be jaotoraon then rosares eoplee of 
t'se order while & third eo#y paeeao into tbo lowr fart of tho gmehine wheg-e it roftaina until roasted* 

Weetbound train Ho* 137 oeneistea of isotor oar fto* ??90 
ana ̂ aa in eharfe of io^otor Southard eto Skttona&a Mash? laid* 
bound from Detroit. Hiob«* to yaekeon* tifieh* On arriving at Dunn, SSiobwt at 9*30 a*m#* tho erew in eherge roooirod train order Ho* $9 reading &e foilowes 

Meet train ffo» 5© oar 7771 at flleadole* 
H^et train Ho* 158 oar 38 at Aim* 
Meet tr̂ ln Ho* 4S oar unknot at Page* 
Train 80* 15? left Dunn at ftttft a«£u* 10 fcirattae late and at 10j gg a.m«v collided vittt enatheund train 4d at a point about 1 Kilo east of ̂ a&o* ̂ hlle rujiuias at a Bpeod eeti&ated 

to have been about 28 mile® nor hour* 
Saatbound train no* 46 eonel&tod of oietar oar 773 in ehar$@ of Sonduotor Eioo and %toraa» MeftMSstlefc* bound from 7aekson to Detroit* r̂ala He # 4$ loft the otatlon at d&ekaon at lo«3$ a#m«, on time, and on lta arrival at the ear bom at 10140 a»ia* tha orew rooolvod train order 90. reading an followsJ 

( train 157t oar W O at Mentor*** 
Center* the tiao-oard name for Utuhlmn Center* ia-B»l$ s&lea 
e^et of ̂ age, the? mooting point ̂ roridod for tsmla© IFo* 4d and 157 ia the order whioh m& aout t© the orw of tr#in ffo* 1S7* and th î lesû noe of train order S% maldnn Ceitor tho meet-ing point* therefore resulted in a lap ardor* Train STo* 49 ' 
gasjoed Pâ e and oolllded %lth train 0o* 167 between Page and Skater ao above atatod* She @poed of the train at the time of collision had been roduoed to about $ or 0 oileo per hour* 



Sofch oars were derailed ay the shook of the collision 
and the foinmrd sad of each telescope* sad b&dly dorsad* 

The collision ©scored in to middle of e curve of © degrees about 700 foot in length* W<s>ab of the curve tbo took la straight} for about 803 fact, vfhile east of the curve it ie straight for about 4*003 fast* the grade is slightly descending was westbound trains* On the inside of the eurve there is a row of treea extending **em s J9tae 11*100 foot o tat of the point of collision to «*Uhin 109 foot of tbe aaaa* fas range of vision of the m%wm& of the a&sthound oar was limited to «ibout ?so foot, while the range of vision of tbe 
jGOtonaan of the watbound eft? vms limited to about 800 fe&t* tbo weather sms eloudy and a light rain bad been f&llin$# 

Tr^ia Dispatcher Oottrell, who Issued the train orders involved in this .accident* stated that in is&ning train order Ko» $9 to tbo crow of train Bo* 157* he intended to name Coster as tbe me ting point* but in sosie way w&ich ho could not explain he erroneously named t$$e so the meeting point* Tftwo hs m&o the entry on his train sheet about five minutes afterwards ho showed train* Noa* 4& and 137 as iaeo$iiig at Center* which was the point hs originally had in stiad* When tbo c*"e.« of train Ho* do asked for orders at the car barn at Jack on, mere th&n one hour afterwards* he looked at bis train sheet* saw that it show@d Center as the meeting point of that train witb train STo. 157 ana without looking at bit? copy of train order Ho* 39 issued train order So* 0©* wmlng 0©nter 
m the eieetiag point instead of *age* 

The cause of this ©coldest M « the issuance of e Xsp order* for which Dispatahar Cottreli ms responsible* 
iHaFetoher OafctrsiX was employed as a conductor in A prll* 1909, sad mis made an estra dis&stoher In Iebruwy* 1913* and regular dispatcher in September of the s&se year* Bo m e coa-sldered to be a reliable and efficient eŝ loyso* At th<* tiae of tbe accident bo had scan on duty about 4 hours* after a period off duty of about 2d hours* 
On Agvtl IS* 1912* the Commission investigated a ho&d~ond collision on this railroad near Baxter* Mich** a point located on the satse division as Center s&t about M failsa distant therefrom* Xt occurred under neatly the #ttao tircu&st£no«s as prevailed in this case* a lap order being tbe souse* *he Coa-mission has siao investigated a rear-end collision near Detroit on October 13* 1911, and a he*td-«sd collision nmxr l̂ torvillo* mob** on J"unu d* 1913* 
In tiho reports covering the accidents osourrfta& on this eystea tfhioh have boon investigated* attention has been called to i&adsquata and unsafe rules* bsd operating eon4i$ieue end the faults of the dispatching systea in use* and in tboae re- _ ports the adoption of some adequate fossa of block-signal system has bssn rccomaaded* Had this rsocsagendstioi* been adopted* 

and an adequate block-signal ay&tm been installed* this accident undoubtedly would not have occurred* notwithstanding the mistake of t&e dispatcher at fault* . 


