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IN BE: INVESTIGATION OF ACOXLEGT 0N THE DRPROLY, JACKION &
GRICAGO RAILWAY NEAH MICHIOAR CENPER, Wif,, ON
m 1’ 1#143 o \i : 2

On July 1, 1814, thore swma & beadwend eo9llislon on the
Patrofty Jackaon & ﬂﬁxaaaa Railway noar Bichigen Conter, Miehe,
whioh yesuleted in the death oFf X pazsenger and the injury of
13 pasemgers, one of vhms efLervwarde ag&m 1 employes,
Aftor investigation of this adolident the of ITaspeptor of
Safety Appliznoes reporte an follows: Lo

This part of the Detyolt, Jacksen & &ntmﬁe Rallway 85
o single-track standavd-gougs #leabris line, %o Blogk sigpal
system 1s in use; treains Yolng operated By Srein ayders and
time~curd rights., Irain alepatoning Ia done Yy telephons,
Eachines eonteining train ordes Blanks are losabed in the vare
ious telephone Bosths where bLraln vrders ere xecelved by train-
meny  The conduotoy recvives and writee the drvain order and
the motorman repasds the order to the dlapatoher, by whom ib

is thett nade complete, The gotormen then yesoves twe cuples of
the order while & ¥hird eopy pasves inte the lover pard of the
maghine where 1t recaize until removed,

Wostbound train No. 157 conslztied of motor ear No., 7700
and wap in ehtirge of Gonduotor Scuthard 4l Holormen Blashrinlg,
bound from Detyols, Miohs, %o Jackwon, Hiek, On arriving ab
Pungn, Miohs, &% 930 a.mey the erew in oharge yossived draln
oxrder Ho. 3% reading ne followst -

Hoed tvedn Now 38 car 7771 ad ﬁmﬁﬁulﬁ
Heet Yralin Ho, 158 gar 85 et Alma,
Moot train No. 48 car unkaoun gt Page,.

Trafin Hos 157 lesft Dunn &b Se30 et 10 minidee late wnd
at 10:52 nune, 091lided with esdthound bHrain No, 46 at & poind
about ) mille sast of Page, while running at a speed estimsted
to have hoen shout 38 miles por hours

Bagtbound train Ho. 48 eoueleted of mator eny Vo, 973 tn
ahargs of Oonductor Rioe and Hotommen MaeCorslck, tound from
Jackson to Detroft, Train No, 48 left the wtatlion at Jacksen
at 10538 awmey on time, snd o 48 ard ab-tho ear born At
%ijfo asme the orew raselved tirsln srder Ko, ¥8, reacding as

2110wa:

"lout traln 197, enr 7700 /b Conter.”

Uendor, the tinme-oard name for mmm Center, is 2,19 miles
eugh of Poge, the mecting polut provided for Wrains ¥o. 48 and
157 in the order which wsz sent to the crevw of 4 No. 157,
and the lssuonge of train order Wo. B8, making Conlter the meet-
ing point, sherefors resulted in a Yap oyder, Train No. 48
gnsmad Page and oullided with fruln fls. 157 hetwoen Page and
suter as above atated, The speed of ke Grain ad the tine of
aolllslon had bheor reduaed to about & or 8 miles pear hours
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Both cars were derailed by the shogk of the sollisicn
and $he forward eud of esch wad telasooped and Dudly damageds

The e¢ollislon cacured in the middle of s qurve of 8
dagrees about 700 feet in lengthe. Woal of the curve the
traok Is abraight for about £00 feot, while esab of the curve
1t 46 straight for atout 4,000 feat, The gradc i slightly
dosocnding was westhound tralnge On %he Sncide of the puwve
thore 19 & yow of trecs extending from o polnt 2,100 fael
12t of the point of collislon tu within 4 i of the sambs
The reoge of vislon of the motormad of the sustbound car wes
Iimited tc aboub TEO fesh,; while Lhe of vision of the
motornan of the wosthound car was 1imited $o about 200 fect,
The wonther was cluudy 224 & Yight ruin dad hesn f2lling.

Train Disputoher Cottrell, wha ifgeged the btrala ordere
invelived in this nocidend ataia& that in levalng traln ordeyr
No. 50 to the orew of brain Eo. 157, he intended to nawo
Conter ez the me.ting ypolint, Wt In some way whleh he could
ot expladn he erroneously named Fege &8 the westing polnt,
When he mado the eniry on his train sheet sabout five minubtes
sftermmrds s stowed $yains Roge, 48 and 187 22 meebing at
Centor, whlah was the polnt he oviginally hed in ming, When
the grew of tiala KHo. 48 asked For ordera &b S$he osr harn ot
Jack-on, mers tian one hour afterwards, hs looked abf his treln
sheet, saw thak L1t showed Uenter as She meeting point of that
trein wiih train No, 157 and without looking st blo copy of
train order No. 39 imsuod traln ¢rder No,. 98, nmuing Oentor
£ the moeiing jolat fnutead of Fuges

The oause of this sccelident wae ths $agusnes of ¢ lap
order, for whiash Dispatgber Godizell vweg yeaponsible,

Piapgatoher Ootirell was enmployed as 8 eonduotor in A prii,
1909, and waa Rade an extra Alopatioher im Fedruary, 1812y and
regular dispatoher la Speotender of $ho mame years He was golle
sidered to Bo 2 reliabls and efficlent eapld + B the jine
of the agallent his had besn on 4ulty sbout 4 Ay wlier a
period off Auly of shout 18 hourss

On April 13, 1812, tho Cumsdeslon investigated & hoad-opd
oolllaton en this railrosd near Dexter, Hiohe, 8 point locutad
on the same dl?islon me Center and akont f4 miles dlatent
therefroms J6 cocurred under anearly the gume glroulistandes as
provailed in thia case, & lap arder Yelug She guuse, <The Conme
miznion has alae mvesgﬁgated e renr-ond sollision noeur Dabrois
on Ootober 15, 1911, and & head-end colilsionm msar Waterville,
Hloh., on June &, 1%15;

In the reports sovering the aeelidente ocscurrisg on this
gyston whioh have bhewm lnvestigated, dbtienilon bga Deon o led
to inedecuate and unsafe rules, Bed oparating condiyl
the faulds of the Jispatobing systex in uepe, and in tives re-
porss She ado tfon aof some adesuste form of dlock-slgrnal aystem
hag been rocoumendsd, Hod this teovumendstion Been adopted,
end an adegtata bloode-gignal oystas besn inetalled, thia sacident
undoudiedly would apt bave ceourred, uwotwithsotanding the mistoke
of the dispatoher at fauld. o L L
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