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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIfISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THZ BUREAU OF SAFZTY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WEICE OCCURRED ON THEE
DETRCIT UNITED LINES AT WYANDOTTE, MICH., ON
DECIK3BER 3, 1924

January 12, 1935.

To the Commlssion,

On December 3, 1924, a passenger trsin on the
Detrcit United Lines stTuck an automobile trailer truck
at Wyandotte, Mich , resulting in the death of 4 passengers
and 1 employee, and the injury of 10 passengers.

Location and method of overation

This accident occurred on the Detroit, Monroe and
Toledo Division, which extends between Detroit, Mich.,
and Toledo, Qhio, a distance of 58.8 miles, 1in the vicinity
of the point of accident this 1s a doublm~track electric
road over which trains are operated by time-table and train
orders, no block-signal system being in use. The accident
occurred at North Line Road, which crosses the tracks at
rizht angles a2t a point akout 3,500 feet north of Wyandotte
atation. The track 1s tangent and level for a considerable
distance i1n either direction from North Line Rcad. There
15 a speed restriction of 15 miles an hour in effect when
crossing Oak Street, which, however, 18 about 3,800 feet
beyond where the accident occurred

Approaching the railroad from the west on North Line
Road, the road i1s tangent for several miles and approximately
level, with the exception of a slicht rise approaching the
crogsing. After reachins a point 2,200 fcet from the crossing
the draver of an automobile can see a southbound train prac-
tically all the time from the time 1t reaches a point 3,500
feet from the crossing North Line Read normally 1s but
little traveled, but on account of having oeen recently
improved 1t was being used as a detour around that part of
the regular thoroughfare for travel between Detroit and Toledo,
which was beinz repaired at the time The crossing at the
roint of accident i1s unprofected except by a regular rail-
road crossing warning sign, which is located near the north
side of the highway and about 20 feet weest of the west side
of the railroad



—2-

It was dark and the weather was clear at the time
of the accident which occcurred at about 5.10 p.m.

Description

Southbound passenger train No. 228 consisted of
motor cars 8002 and 181, coupled, the first car being of
8u3.l-underframe constiruction and the second of all--steel
construction. Conductor Byers and Motorman Callahan were
in charge of the first car, with Conductor Smith and
Mo torman Rollins in charge of the second car, Motorman
Roulins, however, takinzg no part in the operation of the
train Train No 226 left Detroait at 5.20 p.m., on time,
passed Rouge, the last open office and approximately 8
miles north of the point of accident, at 8 p.m., 81X
minutes late, and at about 6.10 p.m. struck an automobile
trailer truck at North Line Road while traveling at a
speed of about 40 or 45 miles an hour.

The vehicle involved in this accident was a Federel
o—-ton truck with a trailer truck attached, loaded with
boxee of autgbarts and, respectively, 21 and 234 steel drums
of turpentine, the gross weight of each vehicle being
between 11 and 12 tons. This truck was en route to Toledo,
proceeding eastward on North Line Road a2nd was driven upon
the tracks at 2 speed of about 12 riles an hour, the trailer
truck evidently had just cleared the center of the south-
bound track when 1t was struck by train No. 238.

The trailer truck was thrown clear of the track and
south of the highway and was totally demolished, while part
of the contents of the trailer truck, including three drums
of turpentine, were thrown into the front end of motor car
8002, the leading car of train No. 226 Both cars in the
train remained on the reils and continued southward, passing
the crossing a distance of about 550 feet before coming to
a stop. A fire started shortly afterwarde which destroyed
car 20023 The cmployee killed was the motorman of that car

Summary of evidence

Conductor Byecrs, of car 8002, esid that almost immed:i-
ately after sounding the usual roesd-crossing whistlesignel
approaching the point of accident, the motormen begesn
sounding 2 long blast on the whistle, accompanied by 2
heavy brake applicArtion, following which tne brrkes were
released and the motors were reversed, just before the
collision occurred Conductor Byers estimated the speed
of his train just prior to the brske application to hﬂvq
been abcut 55 miles an hour, which speed wos reduced, he
thought, to ~bout 40 or 45 miles 2n hour at the time of
the 1impsct. In company with Motormen Rollins, of the
second car, he sttempted to make his way to the head end
of the first car, but the fire in the front end had much
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such hecadway thet the snoke and intconse heet mefe 11 1m-—
posesible to remain in the car to combat the fire with the
extinguishers., After renderine such asgsigtance as ware
poegeible to the passengers they then turned their attention
to the seconé car, uncouplinr 1t ard moving it backwards

a safe distance The testimony cf Motorman Rollins coTrropo-
rated thet of Conductor Byers 1in substance and brought cus
no additionel facts of importance, Conductor Smith of thg
rear car went back to fleg immefiately after the cccurence
cf the accident. The statenents of Theemployees also indl-
cated that the headlight on the leading cer was burrlng

properly.

The driver of the sutomobile truck involved in this
accident, Harry Culver, age 20 years, stated that he had
been driving cars about four yezrs ard neld driver's
licenses in both Michigan and Ohio He was returning to
Toledo from Detroit, where he had gone in the morning
of the dey of the accident, and hs4 pess:d Iover this
cressing at thet time. He said he had been over tnis
crogeinz a number of cimes previously, and at the time cof
approaching 1t just prior to the occurence of this accident
he knew he was somewhere in the viecinity of 1t but on
account of having the truck headlights dimmed, as re-
gquired by a city ordinance, he was unable to 1dentiiy his
exact location and *the first definite knowledge he had of
ceing clese to the crossing was upon seeing tne reflection
of the truck headlights on the rails zbout 20 or 25 feet
distant ahead, and at the same time he noticed the approach-
ing train which he thought was about 1,000 feet distant,
moving at a speed of 50 or 60 miles an hour He gei1d his
truck was mcving at a speed of about 12 miles an hour, and,
both truck and trailer being hesvily locaded, he knew he
could not stop within the distance between h:s truck and
the tracks, while he could not increase the sgpeed of his
truck as 1t wes then making the maximum speed with the
load 11 carried. He said he realized thet the crossing
would te close and di1d not attempt to shift gears, knowing
that such action would lessen the speed ¢f his mechine.
When questioned as to why he had not noticed the approaching
train sooner than he did, Mr. Culver replied that on account
of having the truck headlights dimmed 1in compliance with
a Wyandotte city ordinance, and driving con the extreme
right si1de of the road on account of other cars passing his
truck in both dircctions, he was giving his full attention
to the road directly ahsad

Conclusions
This accident was cewmacd by the driver of an automobile

proceeding upon # rallroad croseing at grade directly in
front of an approaching train.
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This accident again calls attensicn to the vitel
necegsity fo sutuncbilie orivers to «p% oach reioroad
crossinge wlch caution and bto maxke c<rtain baefore pro-
ceeding over them thet ne trair 1s #2p~.zching ln this
casg the oriver of the truck was sgnaenn o farizliar with
t1s crosring, a2t Jeast he knew 1tz eor-oximase location
and thst 11t was unwvictected excert by & crossinrg sign,
a.1d in vicw of otaer unfeicrible o reunstances he should
have been driving the truck acv suz: a Tale of speed that
1% ¢ould have been stocpped befors p-eccecding upon the
croesing.

All of the emplovees of *+he reilrosd involved in
this accident rere oxperienced ren, 2t the time of this
accident none of them aad teen on Aty 1n violation of
any of the provisions of the hours of service law,

Respectiully submitted,
W. . BORLAND,

Director.



