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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THS BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
DETROIT UNITED LINES AT WYANDOTTE, M I C H . , ON 
DECEMBER 3 , 1924 

January 1 2 , 1 9 2 5 . 

To t h e Commission. 

On December 3 , 1924 , a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on the 
D e t r o i t U n i t e d L i n e s s t ruck an a u t o m o b i l e t r a i l e r t r u c k 
a t W y a n d o t t e , Mich , r e s u l t i n g m the d e a t h o f 4 p a s s e n g e r s 
and 1 e m p l o y e e , and the i n j u r y o f 10 p a s s e n g e r s . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

This a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the D e t r o i t , Monroe and 
T o l e d o D i v i s i o n , wh ich e x t e n d s be tween D e t r o i t , M i c h . , 
and T o l e d o , O h i o , a d i s t a n c e o f 58 .6 m i l e s , i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f t he p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a d o u b l y - t r a c k e l e c t r i c 
r o a d o v e r which t r a m s a re o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a m 
o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem b e i n g m u s e . The a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d a t N o r t h L i n e Road, which c r o s s e s the t r a c k s a t 
r i g h t a n g l e s a t a p o i n t about 3 ,500 f e e t n o r t h o f Wyandot te 
s t a t i o n . The t r a c k i s t a n g e n t and l e v e l f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
d i s t a n c e m e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n from N o r t h L i n e Road. There 
i s a speed r e s t r i c t i o n o f 15 m i l e s an hour i n e f f e c t when 
c r o s s i n g Oak S t r e e t , w h i c h , h o w e v e r , i s about 3 ,600 f e e t 
beyond where the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 

A p p r o a c h i n g t h e r a i l r o a d from the w e s t on Nor th L i n e 
Road , the road i s t angen t f o r s e v e r a l m i l e s and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
l e v e l , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a s l i q h t r i s e a p p r o a c h i n g the 
c r o s s i n g . A f t e r r e a c h i n g a p o i n t 3,500 f e e t from t h e c r o s s i n g 
t h e d r i v e r o f an a u t o m o b i l e can see a southbound t r a m p r a c ­
t i c a l l y a l l the t ime from t h e t ime i t r e a c h e s a p o i n t 3,500 
f e e t from the c r o s s i n g N o r t h L i n e Road n o r m a l l y i s but 
l i t t l e t r a v e l e d , but on account o f h a v i n g oeen r e c e n t l y 
i m p r o v e d i t was b e i n g used as a d e t o u r around tha t p a r t o f 
the r e g u l a r t h o r o u g h f a r e f o r t r a v e l be tween D e t r o i t and T o l e d o , 
wh ich was beino: r e p a i r e d a t t he t ime The c r o s s i n g a t the 
p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t i s u n p r o t e c t e d e x c e p t by a r e g u l a r r a i l ­
r o a d c r o s s i n g wa rn ing s i g n , which i s l o c a t e d near t h e n o r t h 
s i d e o f the h ighway and about 20 f e e t w e s t o f the w e s t s i d e 
o f t h e r a i l r o a d 
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I t was dark and the w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t the t i m e 
o f t he a c c i d e n t w h i c h o c c u r r e d a t about 6 .10 p .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Southbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No . 226 c o n s i s t e d o f 
mo to r ca r s 8002 and 1 8 1 , c o u p l e d , the f i r s t car b e i n g o f 
s u e ^ l - u n d e r f r a m e c o n s t r u c t i o n and the second o f a l l - s t e e l 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . Conductor B y e r s and Motorman Cal lahan w e r e 
m cha rge o f t h e f i r s t c a r , w i t h Conductor Smith and 
Motorman R o l l i n s m charge o f the second c a r , Motorman 
R o i l i n s , h o w e v e r , takina; no p a r t m the o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 
t r a i n T r a i n No 326 l e f t D e t r o i t a t 5 .20 p . m . , on t i m e , 
p a s s e d Rouge , the l a s t open o f f i c e and a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 
m i l e s n o r t h o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a t 6 p . m . , s i x 
minu te s l a t e , and a t about 6 .10 p .m. s t r u c k an a u t o m o b i l e 
t r a i l e r t ruck a t N o r t h L i n e Road w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a 
speed o f about 40 o r 45 m i l e s an hour . 

The v e h i c l e i n v o l v e d m t h i s a c c i d e n t was a F e d e r a l 
5 - t o n t ruck w i t h a t r a i l e r t r u c k a t t a c h e d , l o a d e d w i t h 
b o x e s o f auto/parts and, r e s p e c t i v e l y , 21 and 24 s t e e l drums 
o f t u r p e n t i n e , t he g r o s s w e i g h t o f each v e h i c l e b e i n g 
be tween 11 and 12 t o n s . T h i s t ruck was en r o u t e t o T o l e d o , 
p r o c e e d i n g e a s t w a r d on Nor th L i n e Road and was d r i v e n upon 
t h e t r a c k s a t a speed o f about 12 m i l e s an hour , t h e t r a i l e r 
t r u c k e v i d e n t l y had j u s t c l e a r e d the c e n t e r o f the s o u t h ­
bound t r a c k when i t was s t r u c k by t r a i n N o . 226 . 

The t r a i l e r t ruck was thrown c l e a r o f the t r a c k and 
sou th o f the h ighway and was t o t a l l y d e m o l i s h e d , w h i l e p a r t 
o f t h e c o n t e n t s o f the t r a i l e r t r u c k , i n c l u d i n g t h r e e drums 
o f t u r p e n t i n e , w e r e thrown i n t o the f r o n t end o f moto r car 
8 0 0 2 , t h e l e a d i n g car o f t r a m N o . 226 Both cars m the 
t r a m remained on the r a i l s and c o n t i n u e d sou thward , p a s s i n g 
the c r o s s i n g a d i s t a n c e o f about 550 f e e t b e f o r e coming to 
a s t o p . A f i r e s t a r t e d s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d 1 5 which d e s t r o y e d 
ca r 8002 The employee k i l l e d was the motorman o f t h a t car 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

Conductor B y e r s , o f c a r 8002, s a i d t h a t a lmos t immedi­
a t e l y a f t e r sounding the u sua l r o a d - c r o s s i n g w h i s t l e s i g n a l 
a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , the motorman began 
sounding a l o n g b l a s t on t h e w h i s t l e , accompanied by a 
h e a v y brake a p p l i c a t i o n , f o l l o w i n g which t n e b rakes w e r e 
r e l e a s e d and the rriotors w e r e r e v e r s e d , j u s t b e f o r e t h e 
c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d Conductor Byers e s t i m a t e d the speed 
o f h i s t r a m j u s t p r i o r t o t h e brake a p p l i c a t i o n to h=ive 
been about 55 m i l e s an hou r , which speed was r e d u c e d , he 
t h o u g h t , to pbout 40 o r 45 m i l e s sn hour a t the t i m e o f 
t he i n p a c t . I n company w i t h Motorman R o l l i n s , o f t h e 
s econd c a r , he a t t em p ted t o make h i s way t o the head end 
o f t h e f i r s t c a r , but the f i r e m the f r o n t end had much 
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such headway t h a t the snoke and i n t e n s e hea t ma^e i t im­
p o s s i b l e t o remain in the oar t o combat t he f i r e w i t h the 
e x t i n g u i s h e r s . A f t e r r e n d e r i n g such a s s i s t a n c e as war 
p o s s i b l e to the p a s s e n g e r s t h e y then t u rned t h e i r a t t e n t i o n 
t o t he second c a r , u n c o u p l i n g i t and mov ing i t backwards 
a s a f e d i s t a n c e The t e s t i m o n y c f Motorman R o l l i n s c o r r o b o ­
r a t e d t h a t o f Conductor B y e r s m subs tance and b rough t ou"S 
no a d d i t i o n a l f a c t s o f i m p o r t a n c e , Conductor Smith o f the, 
r e a r car went back t o f l a g i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r the o c c u r e n c e 
o f the a c c i d e n t . The s t a t e m e n t s o f the employees a l s o i n d i ­
c a t e d t h a t the h e a d l i g h t on the l e a d i n g ca r was b u r n i n g 
p r o p e r l y . 

The d r i v e r o f the a u t o m o b i l e t r u c k i n v o l v e d m t h i s 
a c c i d e n t , Har ry C u l v e r , age 20 y e a r s , s t a t e d tha t he had 
been d r i v i n g ca r s about four y e a r s ard n e l d d r i v e r ' s 
l i c e n s e s in b o t h M i c h i g a n and Ohio He was r e t u r n i n g t o 
T o l e d o from D e t r o i t , where he had gone m the morn ing 
o f the day o f t h e a c c i d e n t , and haft P A S S 3 D l o v e r t h i s 
c r o s s i n g a t t h a t t i n e . He s a i d he had been o v e r t n i s 
c r o s s i n g a number o f cimes p r e v i o u s l y , and a t the t i m e o f 
a p p r o a c h i n g i t j u s t p r i o r t o the o c c u r e n c e o f t h i s a c c i d e n t 
he knew he was somewhere i n t he v i c i n i t y o f i t but on 
a c c o u n t o f h a v i n g the t ruck h e a d l i g h t s dimmed, as r e ­
q u i r e d by a c i t y o r d i n a n c e , he was u n a b l e t o i d e n t i f y h i s 
e x a c t l o c a t i o n and t h e f i r s t d e f i n i t e k n o w l e d g e he had o f 
o e m g c l o s e t o the c r o s s i n g was upon s e e i n g tne r e f l e c t i o n 
o f the t ruck h e a d l i g h t s on t h e r a i l s about 20 o r 25 f e e t 
d i s t a n t ahead, and a t the same t ime he n o t i c e d the app roach ­
i n g t r a m which he thought was about 1 ,000 f e e t d i s t a n t , 
mov ing a t a speed o f 50 o r 60 m i l e s an hour He s a i d h i s 
t r u c k was moving a t a speed o f about 13 m i l e s an hou r , and, 
b o t h t ruck and t r a i l e r b e i n g h e a v i l y l o a d e d , he knew he 
c o u l d n o t s t o p sirIthin the d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n h i s t r uck and 
the t r a c k s , w h i l e he c o u l d n o t i n c r e a s e the speed o f h i s 
t r u c k as i t was then making t h e maximum speed w i t h the 
l o a d i t c a r r i e d . He s a i d he r e a l i z e d t h c t the c r o s s i n g 
wou ld be c l o s e and d i d no t a t t e m p t t o s h i f t g e a r s , knowing 
t h a t such a c t i o n wou ld l e s s e n the speed o f h i s mach ine . 
When q u e s t i o n e d as to why he had no t n o t i c e d the a p p r o a c h i n g 
t r a m soone r than he d i d , M r . Cu lve r r e p l i e d t ha t on account 
o f h a v i n g the t r u c k h e a d l i g h t s dimmed m c o m p l i a n c e w i t h 
a Wyando t t e c i t y o r d i n a n c e , and d r i v i n g on the ext reme 
r i g h t s i d e o f t h e r o a d on account o f o t h e r ca rs p a s s i n g h i s 
t r u c k i n both d i r e c t i o n s , he was g i v i n g h i s f u l l a t t e n t i o n 
t o t h e road d i r e c t l y ahead 

Conc lu s ions 

Th i s a c c i d e n t was c a ^ e d by the d r i v e r o f an a u t o m o b i l e 
p r o c e e d i n g upon a r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g a t g r a d e d i r e c t l y m 
f r o n t o f an a p p r o a c h i n g t r a m . 
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T h i s a c c i d e n t aga in c a l l s a t t e n n c n to the v i t a l 
n e c e s s i t y f o au tumobi io o u t e r s to R.po oach r t - i^^oad 
c r o s s m g & wi ch c a u t i o n and bo ™aice c £ r t a i n b e f o r e p r o ­
c e e d i n g o v e r +hem t h a t no t r a i n i s e p p - . a c h i n g i n t h i s 
c a s e the o m v e r o f the t ruck was soa e'i>v - f a m i l i a r w i t h 
tV> s C R O B P I N G , a t l e a s t he knew i t s e op~oxi mate l o c a t i o n 
and t ha t I T was u n p i o t e c t o d e x c e p t by a c r o s s i n g s i g n , 
and I n v i e w o f o t n e r u n f e ; c t V b l e c • r c u n ^ t a n c e s he s h o u l d 
h i v e been d r i v i n g the t ruck a i S U J I a T A I e o f speed t h a t 
i t c o u l d have been s topped b e f o i e p i c c e o d m g upon t h e 
c r o s s i n g . 

A l l o f t he emplovees o f ^he r a i l r o a d i n v o l v e d i n 
t h i s a c c i d e n t r e i e o x p t r i p n c e d r.en, a t t he t ime o f t h i s 
a c c i d e n t none o f them n i d b e e n on duty m v i o l a t i o n o f 
any o f the p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e hours o f s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t i u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. ? . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


