
1180 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
DETROIT UNITED LINES AT SUNNY, M I C H . , ON AUGUST 19,1935. 

December 24, 1925. 

To t h e Commission: 

On August 19, 1925, t h e r e was a head -ena c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n and a work t r a i n on t h e D e t r o i t 
U n i t e d L i n e s a t Sunny, M i c h . , r e s u l t i n g m t h e d e a t h o f 1 
p a s s e n g e r , and t h e i n j u r y o f 16 p a s s e n g e r s and 1 e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the F l i n t 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g be tween Hawk en and F l i n t , M i c h . , a d i s ­
t a n c e o f 38.57 m i l e s ; m t h e v i c i n i t y o f the p o i n t o f 
a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a r e 
o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l 
sy s t em b e i n g i n u s e . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the spur 
t r a c k a t Sunny, 175 f e e t no r th o f t he s w i t c h ; a p p r o a c h i n g 
t h i s p o i n t f rom the south t h e r e i s a 0° 37' c u r v e t o t he 
l e f t 561 f e e t i n l e n g t h , f o l l o w e d b y 1,603.4 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , 
t h e s w i t c h l e a d i n g t o t h e spur b e i n g l o c a t e d on t h i s t angen t 
a t a p o i n t 821.7 f e e t from i t s sou thern end . The g rade f o r 
nor thbound t r a i n s i s l e v e l f o r about 1,200 f e e t and then 
1.41 p e r c e n t d e s c o n c i n g f o r 875 f e e t t o the p o i n t o f a c c i ­
d e n t . 

The spur a t Sunny i s a stub—end t r a c k 783 f e e t m 
l e n g t h , p a r a l l e l i n g the main t r a c k on t h e w e s t . The s w i t c h 
i s a f a e m g - p o m t s w i t c h f o r nor thbound t r a i n s and the s w i t c h 
s t a n d i s e q u i p p e d w i t h a s t anda rd 10 f e e t 3 i n c h e s above the 
s w i t c h t i e s ; the s w i t c h lamp i s b u r n i n g a t a l l t i m e s . The 
banner i s o f the scmapnore t y p e , 46 i n c h e s m l e n g t h , 6 i n c h e s 
m w i d t h a t the p o i n t where i t i s a t t a c h e d to the mast and 
t a p e r i n g t o 8 i n c h e s i n w i d t h a t the ends , p a i n t e d r e d , and 
i s p l a i n l y v i s i b l e f o r more than 1,600 f e e t . 

The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t the t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t , 
w h i c h o c c u r r e d a t about 3.31 p . m . 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Work e x t r a 7761 c o n s i s t e d o f motor c a r 7761, m c h a r g e 
o f Conduc tor Kent and Motorman Mead, T h i s t r a m d e p a r t e d from 
G o o d r i c h , 3.01 m i l e s no r th o f Sunny, w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s t o work 
e x t r a be tween G o o d r i c h and Sunny, a f t e r p e r f o r m i n g work be tween 
t h e s e p o i n t s w o r k e x t r a 77ol p r o c e e d e d t o Sunny t o c l e a r t r a i n 
N o . 207 and b a c k e d i n on t h e spur a t t h a t p o i n t , but the c rew 
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f a i l e d to c l o s e t he s w i t c h , and w h i l e s t a n d i n g at t h i s p o i n t 
t h e t r a i n was s t r u c k by t r a i n N o . 207 . 

Northbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 207, c o n s i s t e d o f 
m o t o r ca r 7,068 i n c h a r g e o f Conductor H u t c h m s and Motorman 
F o r d . T h i s t r a m d e p a r t e d from O r t o n v i l l e , 2 .44 m i l e s south 
o f Sunny, a t 3 .26 p . m . , on t i m e , e n t e r e d the s w i t c h l o a d i n g 
t o Sunny spur and c o l l i d e d w i t h work e x t r a 7761 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g 
a t a speed e s t i m a t e d to h a v e b a m about 20 m i l e s an h o u r . 

N e i t h e r c a r ^oi d e r a i l e d , but work e x t r a 7761 was 
d r i v e n backward a d i s t a n c e o f 250 f e e t by the f o r c e o f the 
i m p a c t , and tne soutn p l a t f o r m o i th^ cork car o v e r r o d e and 
p e n e t r a t e d t n e head one. o f the p a s s e n g e r c a r d e s t r o y i n g the 
v e s t i b u l e and e n t e r i n g t h e smoking compartment a d i s t a n c e o f 
about 1 f o o t . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

L i n e Foreman K e n t , o f work e x t r a 7761 , on t h i s p a r t i ­
c u l a r day was a l s o a c t i n g as c o n d u c t o r . He s t a t e d tha t on 
t n e a r r i v a l o f h i s t r a m a t Sunny spur he opened the s w i t c h 
and a t t h s t t i m e n o t i c e d a d e f e c t i v e ground w i r e on the s w i t c h 
s t a n d . The work e x t r a was backed m on the spur t r a c k and 
b r o u g h t t o a s top about o p p o s i t e the s w i t c h s tand w h i l e he 
r e p a i r e d the d e f e c t i v e ground w i r e , a f t e r which he b e a r d e d the 
c a r and i t was backed i n t o c l e a r on t h e spur . L i n e Foreman 
Kent a d m i t t e d t h a t i t was h i s duty t o c l o s e the s w i t c h and 
t h a t he f a i l e d to do s o , g i v i n g as h i B r ea son f o r o v e r l o o k i n g 
t h i s c u t y the f a c t t h a t t h e ground w i r e was on h i s mind and 
a f t e r r e p a i r i n g i t he e n t i r e l y o v e r l o o k e d the s w i t c h . He sand 
he then began c l e a n i n g out the ca r and the f i r s t he knew o f 
a n y t h i n g v,rong was on s e e i n g t r a m N o . 207 app roach ing on t h e 
spur about 25 or 30 f e e t d i s t a n t , mov ing a t a speed o f about 
20 m i l e s an h o u r , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r i n g i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s . 
L i n e Foreman Kent f u r t h e r e t g t e d t h a t i t r e o u i r e d about one 
o r two minu te s t o r e p a i r t h e d e f e c t i v e ground w i r e , and t h a t 
t h e r o r k e x t r a had been s t a n d i n g on the spur about s i x or 
s e v e n mmuteB p r i o r t o t h e c o l l i s i o n . The s t a t emen t s o f M o t o r -
man Mead c o r r o b o r a t e d i n subs tance t h o s e o f L ine Foreman K e n t , 
he a l s o s t a t e d t ha t he n e v e r n o t i c e d t h a t the s w i t c h had been 
l e f t o p e n , and t ha t a f t e r b a c k i n g the c a r i n t o c l e a r he g o t 
o f f , \7ent a c r o s s a nearby highway and was about 400 f e e t from 
t h e ca r when the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

Motorman F o r d , o f t r a m N o . 307 , s t a t e d t h a t he f i r s t 
saw t h e l i n e c a r wh^n h i s o"'n c a r had r eached the b e g i n n i n g o f 
t h e d e s c e n d i n g g r a d e , t r a v e l i n g a t a speed o f about 50 m i l e s 
an hou r , he then saw t h e s t op i n d i c a t i o n d i s p l a y e d by t h e 
s w i t c h t a r g e t and a l s o t h e open s w i t c h and a t once a p p l i e d t h e 
a i r b r a k e s , shou ted a wa rn ing o f danger t o the p a s s e n g e r s , and 
when about a p o l e l e n g t h d i s t a n t from t h e vjork e x t r a he r e ­
v e r s e d t h e m o t o r , jumping j u s t b e f o r e the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d , 
a t ; m i c h t ime he e s t i m a t e d the speed t o have been about 20 
m i I c e an h o u r . Ho a l s o s a i d t h a t t h e r e was n o t h i n g to o b s t r u c t 
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h i e v i e w o f t he swi tch t a r g e t and t h a t the a i r b r a k e s on h i s 
c a r worked p r o p e r l y . Motorman Ford a d m i t t e d t h a t he was 
supposed to o p e r a t e under c o n t r a l when p as s i ^ o v e r s w i t c h e s , 
and he r e c a l l e d h a v i n g r e a d a b u l l e t i n m t h i s c o n n e c t i o n , 
under d a t e o f O c t o b e r 30 , 1933 . 

Conduc tor H u t c h m s , o f t r a m B o , 307 , s t a t e d t h a t he 
was n e a r t h e r e a r o f h i s c a r and t h e f i r s t he knew o f a n y t h i n g 
wrong was when the a i r b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d i n e m e r g e n c y , when 
about 700 f e e t from the s w i t c h , f o l l o w i n g w h i c h , about 100 
f e e t b e y o n d , t h e motor was r e v e r s e d . "He i m m e d i a t e l y e n d e a v o r ­
ed t o reach t h e r e a r end o f the c a r to a s c e r t a i n t h e t r o u b l e , 
bu t c o u l d make no p r o g r e s s a g a i n s t the f o r c e c r e a t e d by the 
s l a c k e n i n g o f the s p e e d . The c a r e n t e r e d the s w i t c h and 
c o l l i d e d w i t h the l i n e c a r a t a speed e s t i m a t e d by him t o have 
been about 30 m i l e s an h o u r . 

Conductor C a r l t o n , who was d e a d h e a d i n g on t r a i n No.207,., 
r i d i n g i n t h e smoking compar tment , s t a t e d t ha t the f i r s t he 
knew o f a n y t h i n g wrong was when the a i r b r a k e s w e r e a p p l i e d 
m emergency when the c a r was about 300 f e e t from sunny Spur, 
a t which t i m e he s a i d i t w a s t r a v e l i n g a t a speed o f about 
40 o r 50 m i l e s an h o u r . Conductor C a r l t o n f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t 
Motorman Ford shou ted a w a r n i n g o f d a n g e r p r i o r t o r e a c h i n g t h e 
s w i t c h , but as t h e r e was a passengur s t a n d i n g a t the f r o n t 
d o o r Conductor C a r l t o n d i d no t s e e t h e work e x t r a u n t i l i t 
was o n l y 20 f e e t d i s t a n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by f a i l u r e t o c l o s e t h e 
s w i t c h l e a d i n g to t h e Bpur, f o r wh ich Conductor Ken t and 
Motorman Mead, o f work e x t r a 7761 a r e r e s p o n s i b l e ; a c o n ­
t r i b u t i n g cause was the i a i l u r e o f Motorman F o r d , o f t r a m 
N o . 207 , to m a i n t a i n a p r o p e r l ookou t and approach the swi tch 
unde r c o n t r o l as r e q u i r e d . 

Conduc tor Kent and Motorman Mead, o f t h e work e x t r a 
a d m i t t e d t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y m f a i l i n g to c l o s e t he sw i t ch 
a f t e r t h e d e f e c t i v e ground w i r e on the s w i t c h stano. had been 
r e p a i r e d and t h e i r c a r had boon b a c k e d i n on the spur t r a c k , 

A t e s t showed tha t Motorman F o r d , o f the p a s s e n g e r 
t r a m , c o u l d h a v e p l a i n l y s een the p o s i t i o n o f t he s w i t c h 
t a r g e t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f more than 1,600 f e e t ; had he been 
m a i n t a i n i n g a p r o p e r l o o k o u t and c o n t r o l l e d the speed o f h i s 
c a r a c c o r d i n g l y when a p p r o a c h i n g the s w i t c h , he would e a s i l y 
h a v e been a b l e t o s top b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the open s w i t c h . 

Had an adequa te b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem been m use on 
t h i s l i n e , t h i s a c c i d e n t p r o b a o l y w o u l d not have o c c u r r e d ; an 
a d e q u a t e a u t o m a t i c t r a m s top or t r a i n c o n t r o l d e v i c e would 
h a v e p r e v e n t e d i t . 

A l l t h e employees i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men, but 
t h e r e c o r d o f Motorman Ford was no t g o o d . None o f t he em-
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p l o y e e s had been on du ty m v i o l a t i o n o f any o f the---pxovi-aion-s 
o f t h e hours o f s e r v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c r t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . B o r l a n d , 

D i r e c t o r . 


