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IE RE IRVESTIGATION G’,%’ &1’ 5] Vi) 'm% oﬁm&% O THE
DETROIT UNYITED LINET ﬁEAH QAXTOD, MIOH,, OH
FEBRIARY 35, 191%. el 5L T s

On Fabauady 46, 1U0H, Shore =as & hood-Grd @olllalos
SUhaRRh & LRARenZeZ YEain and & ilne 8sr on $he Detroid Unltad
Linwz ness Oskwoad, Mioh., whilsh zesulted in tho dgath of &
pasEangars atd She iajury of 40 pagsengars At 4 enployaos.
After imwsatipntion of tols a0Lldsnd, the Ohilef of %the Purenu
wi Sefety rerorts e Lollowas

The Fiint Diviaion sxdenis £row Dotreis, Mlak., %0
Flink, Hich., -~ Jddetance of 30 wmlion, ann iy 3 dnple-3za0k
1ine ~ibs %ho axewption of ~ faw miles b of Datreit, Tradns
sra ooercbed By Siee $sble and wradn ordera, Bc blook aignsl
ayaten bedng ia use. Approashin $he agen of sae aseldund
Irom $oe south, .9 tragk Le tapgent for » diatones of bt
~ fmiles bo within 1850 fLeet oFf %hé roint of agoldont, where
bhurs ia o SuPve o she Plohv of S almabes. Aproadting
from the i Fhh, &he X0k Ls on o Gurve tu $he 1als of B
miputan for . distonwe of about AU fess, On whe inslde of
Bra SuRwe, sLoZu i o liss of salagroph polen whivh cbubrusts
the vhodon of setofegin. The $Taek 1o prawstlodiy lovel. A%
the Siee of the soaldant, o hoavy unoy was foalilng.

Rorthatowsl gpodn st Hoo 38 gonsistad of 1 motor o
i onoxyge of Qunduoter Yabson aod Moterssn Althouss. It 1aft
Detroit #% 518 5etie, Orion a% 10400 weve, © ninvtas showl of
bime, Oxford, 4275 whlos from Qaiwood, o 10,08 meme, » sluutes
aheml of tlwe, sl 8¢ sbout 1lewd .., Seliidaed #with southbound
extra P81 At o polnt neszly one~half wmile nerth of Qabkwoud.
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Juetihounsd asten 7781 consiated of 5 14ne 642 in eharge
uf Line Polasan Harahall, Qondaoter Tolfre: sak Hobormwn Msls-
frar, It left Qoodrioh sb 10.40 Aenl, aie Beymour, #.87 riles
From Goodrioh, ab LJ.l adse, tho intankion of the araw bolng
o raed broln Bus 136 o Oakegon, 3.05 mllss dintant, Toe Line
¢a¥ GoLlided wit, tewdn it Bo. 155 whon a'wut hall a rdls frop
Oodeapoad, @hile troveling -6 % speeit datlimaved Bo huve beun ahoug
st milea an Boux,

The Body of the line Qur wag highar than 4.0 slokform
of ths pasgenger ooy and teleéagoped the hexly of tho rasasngor
ouy »+ sdlatanos of about 10 fant, that end of the oar beliny de-
wadiohal, #nile adl ¢f %ho 209&%a 1a 46 wera wOrw leose, Qo
alderabla dmzace e also stwdoived by the line ger. Holihor
G2 wag deralled,

Hotorvan Al%hause of tradn Lot 1Bh myated shat hio lold
Oxford ot LooB¥ mare, ¥ mlmates ahewd of tima, sayin: Shat 1%
wan SwatomA¥y for the £4r4% weotion of o frain o lsave o atablion
& wmifmbde L2 ao cdaed of sobedwle, sad Bhat toln nes@tloe Ll pavar
Boan mjeotel o by sayons., He ran his gar 2% hall speed uabll
Lffes pmmndng bl obdig ob PG, 1,70 milos fron Ouford, ant them
ran 1% ot full spesd. Be Ald not look ab hie wndah when ponising
Ouk-w0od, bud fros $he way he hel been opewsting tha éar alter
l94avin: Dxfomi, e fthouent A% il hiors bedn about 11404 ey
sl he ki he o flpuieinge on resetdng Baymour, U nllas boyond,
ab li.ul tyr.  He soe the 1ine sz shon L was sbous &, er WO
feot Aistent, roversed the .ower, and juwped, He Jdid not look

a% his wakal alter the sooldent and saldd that he did notigniak
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it wewld Lawe besn posclbls foer hia t¥adn %o have 168t Oxford
88 10,38 wmerie ana bnwe 0ollided #lth egtrs TPOL botween 11.01
08 13408 femey os @lalmad by the erew of the aexire, s3 $had
wondd Lave ooand an averagy opeud of 85 miles s heur bieh
weuld have resulted In dersilment of the anr,

Coniuotor Tataon of $Paln la% Ho. 180 stated thas he
rookad a% hisn weteh golng lnte Oxford snd 1% wis then bhetwess
A0, 54wl LGaSo dase, iz t2ain bolng due b Oxford ab 21,80 e
Bi: traln wee poariasg ab Oxford Dubatation hetemer 10,87 and
10,858 a.m Afser loaving Oxfozd, ne wisa Wwusy oollsoting farss
iIn Ythe yesT of g Qar, and the First thing he notloed wsa an
application oF She hrakea, followsd by the oollisfon. By naw
the seoond wa0bion wur behind his tEndn, and abt onos wond bask
¢ flag it edbhowt steppine to nos what ki« 2aln hod otruosk.

He dld ned look ab ni~ watah afbaer leonwing Oaford; neither wid
ne lock at it afsor the apoldent, He was not pesitive whathaz
C¥ 5ot Li. tEadn mog sheald of ting ab Oakwuod, but oonaldaring
he tinme Qon ared ad Qxferd, he 434 no$ think it oould reésdh
Qakeood, <here 13 .3 We o6 1100 Sarme, sbead of Live,

Hoberman Franklin of train Sad 105 stetsd shat he locked
wt i weioh leavisng Qxfoxd and 1% s 1100 Runa, ful 3% wauy
11a08 serte whan pracine Oakwowd. Re was flagged by the eondugter
af $raim lobv Ho. 156 whan sbout 8 or 10, possibly L5, %olasgioph
wakiag Bagk Troo $he (oind of sollizion. In vias of the acolident
coauzsing sbout 000 feat béyond Oskwood anl the cundudbor aebtlng
Bagy about 1000 faet aftor the pegidant, he thought the firat
aoablsn waat have bean aboud 1=L/8 or 3 mimutes ahoad of hia

train,
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Llne Foreman Hsrstall, In eharge of the 1ing 95z, stated
thad 3ue woboPusn mi gonduckor, who wape hin saaletanbe, had
reaned the requireld enmaination, had BHth boan woRkin: with she
Line gur or  your oF oda, and that aven when ha was on (s end
bhe 434 not feel that ho Wi Pegponnible, srovidad the somwmehor
md pobOre . haid oplara. ADbor having oomdetsd soms soxk along
e posd, L@ bearded $he Line gar o8 Goolpieh. The oiofoan sl
Sofustor had alveady reosived crders $o yun fztra frem Gowsixioh
to Qliver, whies io the yard st Oxford, He 43 not tEdh with
then about weafin- train No. 65 sl 41d not has Sham Ay sapy-
thing shout 8. Ao soon <3 marthbound loosl $2ain Ro. 58 arrived,
tas 1ine gax ssertsd eouth, bt he did aok 1ok at his wnlioh e
s8¢ what Shine 1% woa.  Bhen $he line onx reashsl DoyrmourR, he
e $L0 oondbdtuer $ell the motorman $hat they bl encugh time
o gv be Quioosd, bt agedn ha 414 not leook 8% his wabob adshough
his tredn wag then running bobwsen two liwited teains, Ro. 108
arei poubbbound train Ho. Lie, mnlod =ns due wat of Goodrich ab
L0004 mere  Ho aadd deot shan punning, - ou himseldfl, be would
ionk at hin waboh, Lud whon the sonioter am! sotorssn Wers ranning
15, ha 44 met vy amy nedendien, snd he andi that in this gasa
ne maw both of them look a% their watthes., Trein No. 15° wsas
abouk B0 Lot dletant shon be flret osw 1%, and he sald thas
the -pbtomscn 4l everything he oould ¢ stol 8he gfuax, which was
traveling 4t full spend. After the eollision, he pioked himaely
up, =enh inte bho ear %t-lea to sad AL any of bho uen wers there,
sid afser coming out the last timg lookad ab him watoh and it

ad bhen S=l/3 mimtes after elaven. He did nod thinh #he collisien
edcurred leter than 11.01.
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Hotorman MeArting of oxtrs 7T6L staked thet his %¥aisn
left Goodrieh after the arrival of train Ro. 85, He 414 not
igck at his watoh %o aee whit Sine 1% wne, bt Jonhotoer Tolfrse
saedeh 1% war abeut 10,48 a.n, or o fow sooendn thereafter. fHe
ioeked ot hio wmboh gyvar:al sings befwesy Goudricoh nd Beymeur
to aes if f1o lhalted following hin bxedn, W0o. 1684, waz gaining.
He dld not have w gory of the time mohedule +4th hin, and slthosgh

thery were ssveial lmalde of the wastibules he 4ld ot look A%
than, snd shen peraine Segmour ad ABGBY Ruom., he di4 ot kaow
how waeh hls ¥adn wus shiesd of traln Bo. 4. Ha wea undier the
fmpzassion %hat fradn Bo, 185 was dug out of Onkwood ot 1107
neliy Bl adoerdingly Filiured on reashin thad polnt ab 1l.04

Gea e, WRAQL would olve his the L elmitos nagassary ko olesr the
Sive of txain Hoo 155 a2z pormired by ruls. Than ha anw $3ain
Bo. 65 approsshiing, he spplisd shs oir hrakes in erergendy sud
opened e sandere, reduoln, the speod o 10 or 16 wlloe an houw
at the time of the sellision, He i) not kaow what tha sread
had besn, bt #ald hat 1% wan an ot sa the 93y would travael.
Ay soolm o o8 2o% cut of the oax, he legked ¢ hls wiakeh and it
wlos Lham Al.Ul. 3. Hotermon MeArihur furthur stab 1 that 44
#4840 ATAETIsY cocurrsnee for tralns b num sbhesd of adhadunia,
but shink 3 e hud dnown thot tEalin Be. 185 war soheduled to
pasn Oelaood ot 11.03 he sould not bave 1ef% Seyrour, Albhonch
agundpaat bho milosy; ha gonsidezel it wonld bhaws Leen asafls %o plan
on belng iaty 0lonr ab Oskwomd 8% 11404 wa e, owen 1L traln No,

165 Ray aoheduled Bo leawe ab Ll 00 Rer., hedmise bhis obhqay SEaiu

should not lasys ahsad of t 18,
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Qundiugtor Telfpse of otirs 1781 otased $hat trein He.
&, slthou. dus be leowve Goodrloh &% 10.40 nome, arrived at
lu, 43 aum,, wnd thab his Say deparsed imwiltately. At Seymour,
he looked at hie wagohy it waa then a few neoonids after 10.5Y
e fMe, wpd he wmdd thot they Lad $Lse enough Bo 2o to Oakwed,
On rounaily the curve, tralm No. 155 was aden appeoashing, wd
thd wotorwan 4830 sil bo sould so shap khe en.  After the Asel-
admt, he looked st hic wateh, and 1% wen Shen 11.01.70. Oondvotor
Tolfres?: gutimaten as bo how Lar txain Ho. 155 was £2om his o
whan o firsé aaw 16 warlel po J2eatly as Lo be ustless, His
lnat statenant moas thad his ouxr trawelad about 400 ex 300 fagt
potwgon tus time tialn Ho. 182 was seen A0d the time of eoiliclon,
at whniaik siwe ho Bhousht the meeed of his tealim was about B0
miles sn hour. He furthor sinted $hae$ he sompared time with the
dlgpatehnr on the mornin; of the apaident and his waloh wag
sorredt.

Teain Dispatener Hutobins stated $hat the ngents st
Oriom and Ozfoxd were murponsd to repoet the $ise of fraine
a6t those statlenn. He did not know that tradn Ro. 160 Lol lefy
thoae abeblaig eebiad oF ViP0, saging thet tue Sime he veoniwai
from the sganto miyshé be elther the Wlme of arpival or the tine
of deparyura,

Rale Bo, 8¢ of tha rulss gortraniss She opsration of
QAr0 Ak TRIAAG on She interurban lines of thie systam resds
sa Tollowng

fAzawin oX operabers whon so directed will oremptiy
Tooord and rasert $o tha $rsin dispatober the bime of
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dgeparturs of adl teains sl tho direotion of extan

trades, Aconts and operntors i mch Gases wmind huve

She troper ugullanoes for eigpaling for lmsediste une,

i roguired,®
B. B, Loughran, Saerviser of Digpatehing, 2vated thak this
rule mog in the uls book for thc benefld uf thosw ww elestoed
Bo use 3. The time of t¥alnn /% certaln ostablons was Feporhed
by the s ants werely Lo let the dispstoher inow that thay woze
maintalning sobhedule, The time whown mi s be ¢ltbar ths -
ziving o tho leawing $ive, Hs also sall thsd had the agemt
#t Orion, for axarpgide, bean yequired Lo rejort the tlwe of do-
porturs wni hai ghown traln lot Ho. 155 as leawing 3 uimtas
ahead of tins, than the dlypateher wgudd have baon able 6o 9%
in touah with the orew st Oxfoxd and prevsnt Lthso lsavlny thes
peint ahexi ol $hno,

Uonduotor Bensen of loeal syain No. 58 atated that s
t2aln xeached Qogdirian % 10,44 Beca, Loaving on isa st 10,40
detmia Tha line ouar wag ot she slding nd staxtad dowaxd the
agutl swlitoh as aoum se bils traln agrived. Bix waioh way aor-
rovt shen cospirsd gariles in She day.

In vies of the oonflilating wiabenunty w2 o LlsEQ, &
martivr of tests wode mads., Dbine oar TTEE, $h saen $¥Le e 09X
T8, W yud from Goodriah So the point of aspldant at axlisun
speed 90t =t ReCQaonsry slUwedown pointas, sod 4k Yhosf soints
tae apoed abtalned exsecded tae limlitn rresoribed by the Fales
gnd alao by Yillags ozdinaeon. It wms found th-t 1t took 18
slmtsn sne 30 #s0onda 3o po ftom Ouodrich to ¥he polint of 4he
assldent. I7 the line Qur lnvolvad in the ngoldent nsd lefy
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Goviriah at a few setonds af$ur 10,43 Ber., o4 olodmad by i%s
eraw, Lhep 4RQGRAing to thils 495t 4% oouid hawve reached She
eing of oodlloion st aboub 11,08 A, or if the statonerd
of the svniustor of fwain No. 25 is correst, thnsi his tPain
d1d not resoh Goodrieh unbil 10,48 a.we, $ha line oarx omuid
then have resshed the polnt of apoldent st 11,005 avs,  I% was
sd80 Louml that with s train rzun os sbaled By Hotomwoa Althouse
of $raln 1st Ro. 155, leoving Oxfard ab 10,58 a.m, half spesd
to Fls, and thea fuld apeed fron shezd on, it wuld pssa Oskwood
abont 55 asgonds -head of tlme and would yesoh the roint of 0Gl.
iislun fn « teSel alapesd tleas of 8 minubes and HY seoonds, oF
at about 11.06 aucs 3T zusning 2t nexiean pesd the angire
algtance fyox Dxford vo Qukwocd, it wonld have posssd Onkwaod
abuut 1=1/5 airate s shewt of sine and sould havs rouched the
point of colilasleon in = to%nl olapadd fiee of O ninanes sl 68
SeR0nde, oF about 13,04 n.ie 4 Choek waw alwo mule of al) the
Iimitad tralns man Jduring one day, sad 15 whe found that the
average time of those trains bobwesn Oxfowrd sp® Quloroed was B
rimubes anl 54 seounds, with A additionsal half snlmte balng
sonmunod hobwese Oulkweod amd tha peint of solllsion,

It sesms apparent from the avidenes that temin lat
Ho. 1543 loft Quford % 10,580 o.m., % simtes shend ol Sime, amd
In view of $he ghedk mads Sa 0 the averspe sswunt of tine Pde
quirad G0 o fron Oxferd Lo bhe peint of cellizion, i% 1o
probuable that 1t was noarly lleud 2,0, whon s&adn Ho. 150 coasnd
Qokuged and abdtub half & mlmto alter 11,04 sem. when ths gol-
dicion cooureed, Ho evidencs wan brought wub to dbhow that Lthe
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aatohes of A40F «f $he employess lnvolved ware nol ourregt.

Tnle agoident wus ¢eusad by axtra 7761 wecupying the
main X0k on the tles of s supsrior train, for whieh Lins Fore-
wian Maorshall, Comiuotor Telfres sml lHotorsmn MoArthur ars ez~
pongibie. Line Foranan Marahall was in charge of tho ilimw oax,
sind wndar Rule Ro. 387 was pésponaible for the propex use Abdi
rannin; of $ho line esxr, UOnddax the sogulrsssads of Rule Ho.
188, the line e:r awould hayww bean In the olear &b Oakwood 3
mimutes Befors txain lov No. 183 wie sohedulsd to pass thok
point, =hign Was 1100 e

A contpibu¥ipg @rase wan tha gunning of trals lst Ho.
165 sheas of 3%a pohedule tims, for whidch Oontucter Wataon and
Notoxman MoArshur aye responaible. Undex Rule Ho. 164, tralne
sre not allowed to lewve in advanoe of tholr soheduls leaving
tina,

Line Forowan Murahall wse omployed za & lineran in
1908, OComiuotor Tolfres man ezpleyed aaz 4 linersn in 1H1S and
had baen in s@Pviee with the line ear as dondudtor snd llnsusn
for sgvexsl yearsz. Notorwam HolArthur was ewploysd ca a linssen
In Buy, 1710, hawing boom out of the amolay of She aomyany for
sbout » youd, Previous %o thic he bad worksd on & sedtion fox
3 yenxrn. Qunduotor FTatsen wan aenrloyed ss oonduotsyr in 0o%obar,
1218+ Thu pedonds of all of thase employess wirg Jood. Hotoy-
wan Althouss wRe amployed as o motowssn im 1808. In 1208, he
wha gisshuazged un asRount of = ¢ollision, uk wig reineteted
about § weake afterwad. Obhoxwise, hLis Peocord was good.

Rono of the enplovess imvolved hmdl boan on duty in e
Fvun of any of the provisionn of the hours of service Law.
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Invsat lpaticn indloated shat violatlons of whe zules
AGTH an avuryday coturrende. Rule FHo.o 1684 1o mupposed $9 100
veab swalny Lron leswing o staslon Bend of scheduls tise, yeb
bie ghabanmant. of the amployess indigake that Lt waz o oomoR
LHZngties, dand iy Lz diffioult to nee how Popsy attemtlon te
duty om she puxt of Whese offlolal: entusted with the anfe
eperation of ol pooad aould hawe failed o dotedd i%, Thare
ls adao the gase of Hale A8R, reqiving agante 0¥ opusrators
*when 20 Alracted? to recssd and per 0¥t %5 the dAlanntcher the
tiug of dgparture of all $Felinsm, ook reporta wexrs wade Drem
Or iem and fron Omford, wyet in srise of the meomirosont of the
rule 4% thn tlee of Gaparturs ba chown, the dispsioher stated
ot a8 had ne way of knowing whether the $ine showm waa the
bime of arrival or the tise of depnrture. On (wrwblealdly svery
rallzoml N tue opunkey, sherever only omne Ying Ls showm 48
e@mns bhe Slao of Jeparture; Mule Ne. 73 of shian aysten, Fo-
ferring to tho Lime tabiles, atataes that whare ono $ime la gliven,
it 1o, wnlor: otherwise Andiomted, who leawln; $inmg, smi Bhe
i regqudred ko By roorted by Bels Wo. S50 18 also the tloe
wi dgparture. To wilaw of Shose faobs, pu Joult ot amisd
in sis mind of ghe dlapasehelr <n %o #hat i inlloated whan &
time report la seceived fram the agonta or opaRebors ab e
varivua ahatlons. Hed iy beea Jefinitaly uwdersteod thnad the
Lise ro.urbod wasg the tine of depaeture, the dlsmpatoher would
have Enomn $het traln Int Ho. 155 woe leswling ststlons whsad of

time, awi, aocosding %o his ovn stakemend, would hove Besn able

Bo g2t in touoh with bhe Lpaln Srow wunl @Al their sttapticon e
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thelr vioiakion uf 6he rules, Hod $his Desn dens, this apol-
iemt wondd howve besn proventod.

Thic Lo the Axth serlous oollicion on 3.6 linas of the
Detrois Unlesd Byotow phish hos beon Investipated by the Commis-
sden. In thess investigotions thare s found t+ he involved
lnadermabe and wnsade pules, ox 96ll sc gress vielsdlons of rules
on the et of Shons oungernsd. Taveral pears ape, for exayle,
Abbantion e @alled to the i b ioabiiisy of » vuls ansding
tradng Funnin, dn the asme dirsotlon A Jistanos of 3000 fest
apazrt, o 1 slle in $he oxas oFf llmiked teadnn, when no oeans
Yor thabt appose wero ;rovided @nd tn atorsy or fogpy weather,
1% 1 often Impes-iblo to see but H0 . ox MG feet. That zuie
is #8111 in fores. The spcldent ooversd by sila rag;mt mu wnll
=1 #vory oliaz aselideny inveatigsbed on $his lino %n&v@
vaen eveniad by an adequats blook sine)l ayilemy abtentivn
hag Besn @dlad in praviows rarefta $u Lhe need of sdopting
some waah forn of ja0tedtlion, Thoss reasponsibls fox tha OLEPa~
Blon of fhds Fend shomid $ake lmadists steps tomtsd elinlnuding
rulon Wil AFd vnaada o bnolxsible e gbay, v which & in
$he 4uls ook Tor the banadly 7 oo e oleod e owug thon,
il devate mors attsntion %o the snforsemsnt of bhoey rules
Al Pecuirunants whigh arg abnoldtely ancentiad to tun galety
of tur $eoavellng public. I 1a ol ueged $her serious gunsdien-
nbion be _ivan 0 e adoption of sona foze of bionk adgeal LEoe
teation on Ali the lines of Rhle aow any 9haore bl h-apeed Lame

sangee Srtdne Are gpersted,

GYL



