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INTERSTATE CCLEiERCE COLLFISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF Til t BUREAU OE SAFETY I N RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT MUCH OCCURRED ON THE 
DENVER & RIO GRANDE WESTERN RAILROAD AT ROPER, UTAH, 
ON TUNE 22 , 1 9 3 1 , 

July 29 , 1 9 3 1 

To t he Commission 

On Jane 22, 1 9 3 1 , t h e r e was a s i d e c o l l i s i o n be tween 
a p a s s e n g e r t r a m and a f r e i g h t t r e i n on t h e Denver & R i o 
Grande Wes te rn R a i l r o a d a t R o p e r , U t a h , r e s u l t i n g i n the 
dea th o f 1 emp loyee , and t h e i n j u r y o f 5 p a s s e n g e r s , 5 
e m p l o y e e s , and 1 n a i l c l e r k . T h i s a c c i d e n t was i n v e s t i ­
g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e P u b l i c 
U t i l i t i e s O o n n i s s i o n o f U t a h . 

L o c a t i o n and n e t t e d o f o p e r a t i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r i o f the G a i t Lake 
D i v i s i o n o r Lending betv/con St. I t Lake C i t y a ad H e l p e r , 
U tah , a d i s t o n c e o f 1 1 9 . 6 m l e s , i n the 1 lmraedlotz v i c i n i t y 
o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a doubl e-t_oack l i n e o i r e r 
which t r a i n s ar^ o p e r a t e d by t i n e - t a b l e and t r n a o r J e r s , 
no b l o c k - s i o n o l s y s t e n b e m r in use . The acc td t : I L o c ­
cu r r ed with" 1 a ya rd l m i t s , a t t h e f o u l m r , p o i n t o f t h e 
eas tbound l e a d t r r ck w i t h t h e castbound n a m t r a c k , a t 
t h e eas t end o f R o ^ c r y a r d ; t h i s l e a d t r a c k , wt^ oh i s 
p a r a l l e l e d by tho wes tbound l e a d t r a c k , e x t e n d s from 
sou thwes t t o n o r t n e a s t and connec ts w i t h t n e eastbound 
mam t r a c k , t h e s w i t c h b e i n g a t r ^ 1 l i n g - p o i n t s p r i n g 
s w i t c h f o r o u t b o u n d l o v e n e n t s . A p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 ,925 f o e t 
wes tward f rom the s w i t c h , t h e r e i s a c r o s s o v e r c o n n e c t i n g 
the two l e a u t r a c k s ; che ( l i s t o n c e f rom t h e l e a d t r a c k s 
s t r a i g h t acaobs t o t h e ^ m t r a c k s , f rom a n o i n t m t h e 
v i c i n i t y o f t h i s c r o s s o v e r , i s about 550 f e c i , ' i o f m n i n g 
a t t h e c r o s s o v e r and p r o c e e d i n g e a s t w a r d , the eanbbound 
l o a d t r a c k i s t angen t f o r a dis tai j .ee o f 1,355 f o o t , f o l ­
lowed by a 6° cu rve t o t h e r i a h t 300 f o e t m l e n g t h and 
then aoouL 70 f e e t o f t anoen t e x t e n d i n g t o t h e t u r n o u t , 
which c o n s i s t s o f a r e v e r s e cu rve 200 f e e t m l e n g t h . 
The eastbound n a m t r a c k I s t&nrc " t f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 
about 3,300 f e c t wes t o f the s w i t c h , and f o r a c o n s i d ­
e r a b l e distancs, c a s t t h e r e o f . Tne g r o d o f o r castbound 
t r a m s i s a scend ing on bo th t r a d e s , b e i n g 0.50 p e r c e n t 
on t h e l e a d t r a c k and 0.44 P^ r cent on t h o n a m t r a c k 
a t the s w i t c h . 
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The wea the r was c l e a r a t t h e tjmc o f t r o a c c i d e n t , 
which o c c u r r e d about 2,1+0 a n . 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Eastbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 3 611 c o n s i s t e d o f 91 
c a r s and a caboose , hau l ed by o n l i n e 3 & 1 1 , and was i n 
charge o f Conductor L o f t i s and L n g m c n a n S O R O N O O I I . T i n s 
t r a in , moved from T H O y a r d a t R o o e r and p r o c e e d e d th^oiiph 
thc c r o s s o v e r t o the eastbound l e a d t i a c k , a f t e r which 
i t c o n t i n u e d oat t h rough t h e t r a i l L X I ^ - p o m t s p r i n g s w i t c h 
and upon t h e eastbound n a m t r a c k , w i t h o u t a u t h o r i t y 
i n s t e a d o f r e n a m i n g m Lhe c l u r , no t b e m f , b rough t t o 
a s top u n t ^ l E N - m o 3611 and t h e f i r s t 34 c a r s m t i ic 
t i a m w e r e U P O X I T H O n a m t r a c k , \ lion a t was r e a l i z e d t h a t 
f i r s t - c l a s s t r ^ i n N o , 12 had b> O N o v e r l o o k e d , I m m e d i a t e l y 
a f t e r w a r d s , w h i l e 3 bandm at t r i s p o i n t , e x t r a 3 6 H was 
s t ruck by t r a i n N o . 12 about a t T H E t h i r t y - f o u r t h ca r i n 
i t s t r a m . 

Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n r o . 12 , c o n s i s t e d o f 1 
d i n i n g c a r , 1 n a i l U I I D b a r r a g e c r , 1 bag; , t^c C A R , ai.d 
1 coach , i n t he o r d e r noned, hau led by en t m e 7 7 5 , ̂ D 
was m c h n g c o f Conductor S i n i s t e r and jln; l i e I N N 
G-roosbick. T i n s t r ^ m 1 ' f t S u i t LaLi C i t y , 2 . 6 miloS 
w e s t oT R o p e r , a t 2 .30 a.n., a c c o r d i n g to the t r a i n 
s h e e t , on t i n e , and c o l l i d e d w i t h t h e s ide o f e x t r a 
3611 i h i l e t r e v e l i n g a t A speed e s t i m a t e d t o have 
been about 30 N I L O S p e r hour . 

As a r e s u l t o f the A C C I D E N T F I V E C A R S i n e r t r a 
3611 w e r e d e r a i l e d , t h r e e o f I*1 O N c o n i n g t o r . , S T a c r o s s 
the westbound mam t r a c k , w l n l . t ho o t h e r two w. r e south 
o f t he t r a c k s , t i ro ooher c a r s m T H < f r c x l i t tr£ m W O R E 

danaped. K N R X I E 775 cane t o R O S T 011 i t s r „ t h t s i d e , 
c o n s i d e r a b l y d n c ^ d , w i t h i t s r a r O I I D 1U5 f e e t e a s t 
o f t h e p o i n t o f c o l l i s i o n ; noxie o f T H O o t h ^ r C U R S m 
t r a m N o . 12 was d e r a i l e d excep t T ! I E f o r v rd t r u c k o f 
t h e f i r s t C A R , h o w e v e r , t he f i r s t T H R E E C C I S

 r e r e no ro 
or l e s s D P R A ^ O D . Tin employee k i l l e d W D S a f i r e n a n 1 ho 
was doadhecdma, on c u r i a e 7 7 5 , w h i l e t h o i n l o y c > s i 1-
j u r t d w e r e t h e E R R , M O M I , f n w . i e n , brr K I E N C U , j e m l t r a m 
ba^ fe^enan and e x p r e s s n . S S O \ < O R , o f t ^ a i n l^o. 12 , and 
a g e n e r a l ca r L O R O N E R . 

8 ur 1 iary 0 f c v i D m c o 

En n r m a n Sorer son , o f e x t r a 3611, s t a t e d t h a t 
b c C o i e s t a r t mr out o f Roper y r d , he P A D Conductor 
L o f t i s W O I X i n the Y A R D o f f i c e t o g e t h e r ; the O N , M E nan 
r o c e i v e d T H , T O R I S B O R C H E C K , s e v e r a l t r a m o r d e r s , and 



a c l e a r a n c e c a r d . hnginei ian Sorprison t hen coup led the 
e i f , ] nc fco t h e t r a i n o f 91 c a r s and a c aboose and made 
the usual a i r - b r a k e t ^ s t , a f t e r t h e b l u e f I f r was r o -
noved f rom tho ( .ngint and the cam nm^ had i n f o r m d him 
t h a t t h e y w e r e a l l t h rough \ i t l i t h c ^ r d u t i e s , t h e L.n-
g i n e T i n n w h i s t l e d o f f b r a k e s , r e c e i v e d a "proceed s i g n a l 
f rom t h e ri ar, which s i g n a l the enmmoman f u l l y under­
s t o o d m e r e l y i n d i c a t e d t i n t t h o c o i d u c t o r was a t t h e 
caboose and t h a t i t was a l l r i g h t t o dep u t a t t he 
p r o p e r t u n e , t h i s p r o c e e d s i g n a l was r l s o r e c e i v e d 
by Ho ad Brakeman E n e k s o i r nd F l i;un H a r t i n , b o t h o f 
whom w e r e on t h e ground b e s i d e the cn{ m e a t the t t i m e , 
Engmeman Soronson s t a r t e d t h J t i a m out o f t h e ya rd r t 
2 . 3 ^ f'.ra. , mid t he he, d brakcri^n hoarded the c m i i o , 
w h i l e t h e f l r , zi s t a r t e d back t o t he caboose A f t e r 
t h e e n g i n e had p r o c e e d e d bhiough the c r o s s o v e r m d 
r eached a p o i n t on t he oas tbou id l m d t r i c l : ne~r the 
eas tbound mem t r ^cL , j _ m g i a e an Goi „ son g o t i n m t h e 
window o f t h e L J I ; m e cab a. d l oohod back a l o n e the 
t r a m , r e m a i n i n g i n t h a t p o s i t i o n , l ook ing , f o r a f i n a l 
d e p a r t u r e s i g n a ] f r o n t he caboose , s r y i n g t h a t the 
head braken 'n w, s s t f i d i i i a i n t he ga lgway on the c n -
g i n e T . c n ' s s i d e o f t h e c a b and r l s o l o o k m ( J b - c h , as 
f rom t h a t p o i n t t h e caboose could be s iun 1 hei i i t 
r e ached the v i c i n i t y of t b c c r o s s o v e r . No s i ' - ' n l s o r 
l i g h t s wcrt S e e n , e x e v p t t h e y ^ r d l i g h t s , u n t i l t he 
caooosc r eached t h a t p o i n t . .Vhen t h e c ' b o o s e e r n e 
i n s i g h t t h e e n 0 m o r i a n remarked th^ t he d i d nou s^e any­
one and t h e r e f o r e guessed t h a t e v e r y t h i n g wo.s n i l r i g h t , 
hngi-ioman S o r o i s o n then reached o v e r and 0 j e n e d the 
t h r o t t l e a l i t t l e a id at about t h i s t ime he scar a l i g h t e d 
red f u s e e b e i n g waved f 1 jm t h e t op o f the c " b o o s t , / h e r e ­
upon, the e n g i n e . n r-aiarhed GO Fireman Lsdd r id H e a d 
Bra 'or ian K r i c k s o n about t h e f u s r c , f o l l o w i n g wh^ch he 
shUu off s t eam, a p p l i e d t h e m d c p c i d e n t e i . n n o b r ake , 
and then re . l i z e d wbmt \r s wrong , s a y i n g tlimt he had 
e n t i r e l y o v e r l o o k s G t r a i n T o , 3 2, i n L o d m t e l y a f t e r h i s 
t r a i n c mio t o t s t o p , a t aboui, 2.38 a . m . , t h e a c c i d o a t 
o c c u r r e d . I \ m i m m S o r e i s o n d i d l o t 10 t i c e amy a i r -
bralzc a p p l i c a t i o n mace f rom t n e r e a r j u s t p r i o r t o t h e 
a c c i d e n t , s a y i n g thmt w i t h a t r ^ m o f 91 c _ r s , i t woujd 
be o o s s i b]o t o open t h e emergency v a l v e g; , d u a l l y w i t l i o u t 
i t showing, on t h e e n g i n e l r inod i t ^ l y , d u o t o t h e l ' r g c 
compressor on the e n f i n c , mid w o r k i n g w i t h t h e b rake 
v a l v e i n r e l e a s e ncm,_tion would c o u i t c r i c t t h o d i s ­
cha rge o f a i r from t h e r . a r w: t h a supp ly from t h e f o r ­
ward end, E-igimoman Soreison f a r t h e r s t ' t e d t h ' t t h e r e 
was no d e f L c t about t h e eng ine t o d i s t r a c t h i s a t t e n t i o n , 
t h a t he w s m p o s s e s s i o n o f c t i m e - t a b l e and was f u l l y 
aware o f t h e s c h e d u l e o f t i e i n no , 1 2 , i t b e i n duo a t 
Roper a t 2 .35 <i m. , and t h a t the t c r a m c o m p l e t e l y 
s l i p p e d f rom h i s menory 
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F i r e inn Lidd end Fo^d Bi , r i owaii l l i - c i c s o n gave 
t e s t i m o n y senile* r t o thru; o f Lur inonnn Sor^nson , bo th 
t h e i m i r m end tho ho -d brnhcrian had seen t h e r t w i s t e r 
chock , t r ^ i n ore" o rs ad c i c e r o n e o ca^d , ba t they o v e r ­
l o o k s tho f : c t t h o t t i o m N o . 12 had no t y e t passed , 
i t n o t o c c u a r n c t o them u n t i l I ihif i i icnrn Som oson r e ­
nt, rked obout the f u s c c n f t o r tho f o r w o r d CAC o f t h e i r 
t r o i n wos out on tho iinn l i n o , t o o l c t o t o n v ^ r t t h e 
o c c i d o n t . 

C o i d u c t o r L o f t i s , of u x t r r 3611, s t o t o d that o f t o r 
t ho carmen wore t h i o a h t o s t m p j the r x r , 2 .32 a n , 
ho g 'VC a p roceed s i ' o l f ron tho c JOOSC w i t h h m 
l i g h t e d l o n t t r n , mid tao c, m e n a l s o c o v e ^ s i n l r r 
s i ^ v l . Conductor L o f t i s t h o u m i th< t l u s t r a i n would 
be b r o u g h t t o p s t o p n tho c l ^ r on tho onstbound l o a d 
t r ck, as eus tonn ry , ..ad w, _,_t fnn t r a m 1 , To. 12 to po.ss. 
I n o r d e r to bo b v o u j i t t o " s top m the c l ^ . n i , the 
c o n d a c t o r f L

( , u r a l bh t \ i s t r ' i n cou la ,1070 a d i s t a n c e 
of ooou t 90 t o 100 c r - l o a f o t h s . A f t or tho t r a i n had 
moved 0 d l >t< nco o l bout 30 or 40 c. t - l e n g t h s , i ' l n c i m i 
I n r t i r . boarded tho c o b o o s o , Iicvl in boon o t t h e m f i n o 
whoa tho p r o c e e d s w m l was f ivon , ano ^ohon x,l?i, t r r i n 
c o n t i n u o d i icvinp; bevond w h ^ i c t l i o c o n d u c t o r j a d ' n d it 
should move , ho bocn ic unoosy and r shed tne l ' l a s inn 
whe the r t h o enopwicim wes p u l l i n g up t o c l c , r t r , m 
N o . 1 2 . f1 o f l e x i o n r c p l 1 d tho + he d i d no t Jmoi , oat 
t h a t ho aucssod t h o t woo the e n s . . Conduc tor L o flis 
then i n s t r u c t e d tho f l anann t o ne t on t o p o f t h o caboose 
end c i v c o " l o w G i n i o r a o ton S 'rjn., V-Y'& the ' a n d i d 
so by swin^ioin I n s l i g h t e d e l e c t r i c larip b^ck 1 id f o r t h , 
d u r i n g v h i c h tj.no t V n t r m t r a v e l e d an , n d o i u lO'i 1 e x s -
t a n c c o f n.bout 10 o r 15 c i ' - K o ^ t h s . As ch i s .Ji^anl a p -
p a r o a t l y w^s n o i r e c a by tho o . v m o i n . , du>. t o t h e 1 oiinth 
of t ho t r r 111 o m the 1 e l e c t r i c l i g h t s ±11 tho y o r d , mid i n 
t h e nea i t ima tho en.u m o a a -iod whnoolod f o r a nrode 
c r o s s i n g , t in c o i O a c c o r oh on m t r u e tod tho f I " * 1 on t o 
get do i r n m d r f u s c c aiit1 ^ i v c s i jpnals T T i t h i t f rom 
the top o f t h e c -boose , " ' inch was d o n e . By t h i s t i m o 
tho c o n d u c t o r vi s v e r y un^any, as tho cp^od o f h i s t i v m 
hod boon 1 . c i o ^ s c d s i g h t l y , then, f o r e , h ' " l o o l i g h t e d 
a f u s c o . A f t e r the c r h c o s c j o t by s e v e r , ! cu t s o f e n s 
t h a t s t o o d on t h o yo rd t o c s n_id obot iucLoC b o v i a / 
p c r o s s t o t h e m m 13 4.0, tne c o n d u c t o r l o a d e d o c i o s s 
t o t h e no in I m o nid son- t h e r c i ' l o c t i c n o f t l i o h o r d l - p h t 
of t r a i n 10. 12 , at ah_ch tunc th^t t i n i n wig r t t h e 
•west end o f R o a r y o i e l , so 110 t o l d / a f l an to nun 
a c r o s s oS o n i c k l y as p o s s i b l e wi th Liu fust 0 and flna, 
t r o i n N o . 1 2 . l i e f l ;wnn - o t o f f h o . o r 1 the 10 t r a m 
a/os b r o o w n t o 0 s t o " ) , 1 j t'i t'C c hcosc 1 a s t o f t h e 
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crossovcr, and started across to flag t r a m No. 12 
and then tho conductor started to aoply tho eir br^ las 
gradually by moans of the cmergoncy valve in the caboose, 
not wanting to apply them suddenly and probably break 
the t r a m m tT^o, knowing that the forward end of his 
train uas then oat on tho n a m lino, m d it was just 
after the t r a m cane to a stop that the accident oc­
curred. Conductor Loftis L I S O stated that just prior 
to the accident he hoard ^ stop si anal sounded on tne 
engine whistle of a switch cioine in the y.rd. 

Flagman k h r t m s"id that shortly aft or boarding m e 
caboose he i\marked that they were getting close to the 
m a m line and then hc^rd nhifmonan Sorcnso-i whistle for 
a grade exos^ing oast of t h o n a m lino switch. He gave 
stop signals with a lantern amd then with a fusee, and 
after tat ir cabooso got beyond wlicro t h o cars on the 
other yard tracks obstructed the viow across to the 
m a m l m c ^ ho and tho conductor saw the reflection of 
the headlight of t r a m No. 12 at about the sane time. 
Flagman Martin said, he jumped off the, caboose with Ins 
lighted fusee, m tho vicinity of tho canal, located 
about 1,200 foot west of the crossover conxctiif the 
two load tracks, and started running across to/ard oho m a m 
line, about 400 or 500 foot distant, in an indoavor to 
flog t r a m ?MO. ]2, but he encountered swanpy ground, 
returned to tho track and crossed over a bridge, and 
then .started across toward the n a m track r fain, Afucr 
covering about half chc dist nee, however, t r a m No, 12 
passed and then the accident occurred. 

Engiuenan Groesbcck, of t r a m No. 12, stated tii°t 
immediately afcer he sounded the signal on tho cnainc 
whittle for the crossing >t 33rd South Street, which 
crossing is located about 50 foot cant of tho switch 
involved in the a c e done, he noticed, that there were 
cars occupying the lam track, at which time his own 
t r a m was about 30 car-longths distant and the spood. 
of his tram about 40 to 50 mi] es per hour, he immed­
iately shouted a warning of danger, shut off steam, <nd 
applied the air brafkes in emergency, following which the 
collision occurred. Enrinonan Graosbeck did not So: any 
fusee, but said that to heard thu blast sounded on the 
whistle of tho switch online, although lie did net realize 
that it was done to attract his attjntioii. The air brakes 
on his t r a m had been tostcd and woalod properly and the 
headlight was in r,ood condition. Firi nan Bnkur had just 
finished putting in a fire and was gi btin^ up on his 
seat box when tho enr morion shouted a warning of danger. 
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Conductor S i m i s t o r o s t i r r t e d t h e spc^d o f i n s t r r i n t o 
have he on about 30 n i l ^ s pa r hour a t ths t ime o f t h e 
c o l l i s i o n m tho a c c i d e n t i , p o r t he f n l l c d out and f i l e d 
w i t h t he r e i l r o r d co . ipany. S t a t emen t s o f brakeman 
O ' H a r t n o t t brought out n o t h i n g addmtj o n a l o f i m p o r t a n c e . 

Members o f t h e c r ew o f the s w i t c h e n g i n e T , 'hi ch s t o o d 
mi tho yard r e a r t h o 30th South S c r o e t ya rd o f f i c e , w a i t ­
i n g f o r e x t r a 3611 t o d e p a r t , t h i s b e i n g the c r e w which 
sounded t h e b l a s t on tne whmst le 111 an endeavor t o a t ­
t r a c t tho a t t e n t i o n o f t ho onainoman o f t r a m N o . 12, 
g a v e t e s t i m o n y t o thu e f f e c t thr t s i g n a l s were g i v e n 
w i t h < fu see from t h e t op o f the c h o o s e o f e x t r a 36 I I 
and a l s o th, t t he f l gmnn of th~>t tr< i n hea s t a r t o d 
a c r o s s toward t h o n a m l i n o w i t h a f u s c o 3:1 an ondeaevoi 
t o p r e v e at t h e a c c i d e n t . 

C o n c l r s i o is 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by e r t r a 3 6 H o c c u p y i n g 
t h e m< i n tra,ck on t h o t ime o f - f j r s t - c l n s s t r a m , 
w i t h o u t a u t h o r i t y , f o r w u c h Engineman Sorenson i s 
p r i m a r i l y r e p o n s i b l e ; I?ircma,n L^dd amd Head Br •"• Lemon 
E r i c k s o n a r e p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h a v i n g a l s o o v e r ­
l o o k e d t h e s u p e r i o r t r a i n . 

Engineman Sorcnson was i n p o s s e s s i o n o f a. t 1 n o - t a b l e 
and was f u l l y aware o f t h e s c h e d u l e o f t r i m N o . 12, i t 
b e i n g due at Roper a t 2 35 C . P I . , w h i l e t h e a c c i d e n t o c ­
c u r r e d aoout 2./+0 a. III. Ho a sono unexnla ined r e a s o n , 
h o w e v e r , Engmeman Sorenson f o r g o t t r a i n JMo. 12 and as 
a r e s u l t , a f t e r s t a r t i n g out o f t h e v c r d , about 2.32 a m. , 
i n s t e a d o f b r i n g i n g ' M A t r m t o a s t o p m the c l e a r on 
t h e eastbound l e a d t r a c k and w m t m g f o r t r a m J o . 12 
t o pa s s , he c o n t i n u e d out through t h e l a m - t r ^ c k s w i t c h 
and d i d not r e m l i z c h i s e r r o r u n t i l La l o o K e d back " l o n g 
h i s t r a m f o r a f i n a l d e p a r t u r e s i g i a l and then sew a. 
l i g h t e d r e d 1 usee b e i n g waved f rom t h e r e a r o f h i s t r a m , 
he ant once brought h i s t r mr t o a. s t o p , w i t h oh out 3U 
ca r s out on tho n m n l i n e , amd i m m c d l a t e l y a f t e r w a r d s 
t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . T3o ch n r ^ i a i Ladd and II , ad B i \ i k x -
man E r i c k s o n a l s o o v e r l o o k e d tne f i c t t n a t t r a i n H o . 1 2 
had not yet, p a s s e d , i t -at o c c u r r i n g t o taom u n t i l a f t e r 
Engine ma 1 Sorei ison rcnarxccd. atbout t h o f u s o c b e i n g waved 
f rom the j . , a r o f t n e t r r n n . 

I t would have been v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r Conduc tor 
L o f t i s t o be p o s i t i v e as t o j u s t whoim t h e r e a r end o f 
h i s t r r i n was l o c a t e d , and a f t e r R E A C H I N G a p o i n t w^onc 
he c o u l d have been r e a s o n a b l y c e r t a i n i t i s v e r y d o u b t f u l 
w h e t h e r 1 e could hnve s topped thu t r a i n m ti.mc t o p r e ­
v e n t t n e r c c i d c n t . 



Enr Indian Soienson was cnaloyod as firemen on Feb­
ruary 5, 1902 , and was promoted to e lain-man on Tmovombor 
3, 190 5", Firemen Ledd. was employed as holder's helper 
on Aoril 20 , 1 9 0 9 , and was promoted to firemen on August 
1 3 , 1909, Heed Brakeman Erickson entered the sirv] ct as 
"brakeman on Sept umber U, 1 9 1 0 , n:id was ma.de conductor 
on January 2 9 , 1 9 2 2 . All of the other employees involved 
were experienced men and at the time of the accident noro 
of them had been on duty in violation cf anv of the provi­
sions of the hours of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

iff. P. BORLAND, 

DirecLor. 
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