INTZRSTATE COMMERTE COMIIISEICHW

R¥PORT OF THX DIRECTOR OF [IT'% BUREAU OF SAFRTY IN RE
INVISTIGATION OF AW ACCININT WHICH QCCURPWD OY TEE
LENVIR & P10 GRAFDE WFSTTRI RAITROAD AT NWORTH SALT
LAKE, UTAH, ON FEBRTARY 3, 1931.

Marcn 3, 1931,
To the Commzssion.

On Februery 3, 1931, a pasesenger train struck a motor
truck at & grade crosa:ng on the Denver and Rio Grande
Western Raiircad ot Wortkh 81t Lake, Utah,resulting in
the death of 2 occcupanis of the motor truck and 1
employee of the rarlroasd, and the injury of 1 employee
ol the rei1lroad ond 18 personsg employed by the Cudehy
Packing Plant located near the crossing involved.

Thig accident was invectigated 1n ca junction with a
representative of the Public Utilities Commission of Utalb

Location and metnod of operaftion

This accident cccurred con Sub-division 7 of the 8alt
Lake Division, extending between Salt Loke City and
Ogden, Utah, & distonce of E6.9 miles, in the vacinity
0of the point of accident this 18 2 single-tracrk line
over wnich troins are operated by ftime-teble end trein
orders, nc block-signal system being in uge. Tne voint
of eccident 1g¢ 1,314 2% east of the staticn at North
Salt Lexe, where a county highway cresses tne trecks
practically at rirlt angles. The highway extends east
and west by compasz direction althovch time-table direc-
ticns are alsc east and west, and these latter directions
ero uveed i1n thie revort, which wnkes 1t appear that the
highway extends north and ecutl., Appreoacaing the creossing
from the east, the track 1s tongent for over 1 mile and
then there 13 2 1% ciive to the ripght 581 7 feet 1n
length, followed by €07.8 feet of tengent track to the
crosging, this tangent extendirg for some distence beyond.
The grade 1s glightly asccrding Tfor westbound fraias.
Approaching tne point of zccident from tae goath,the high-
way 18 tewnpgent for a digteorce of 3,300 fent, anu the
grode for northibound tr Iric 1s generally a2scencing,
being 9.3 per cent 107 o figtence of 50 feet i1mmediately
precedine the croscrng.
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The Cudahy Packing Plant 15 located at the th-
west corner of thia Qggiﬁlng and across the reggl fweon
i1t, at the southeast go*her, are located variods 11d-
ings, the nearest to the track being a garage 95 feet
south of track, there are aiso peveral tracks leading
to the packing plant and on the day of the accident
there were cars slanding on one of the tracuks, east

of the highway, as well as 3 number of gutomobiles
parked south of the garage Hewever, approaching from
the south on this highway, until a point about 376

feet from the crossing is reached, a c¢lear and un-
obatructed view of a westhound train may be had for

a distance of 2.6 miles, when 133 to 150 feet from

the croseing, an approaching train may be ssen for a
distance of 3,700 feet, and when 95 feet from the
crossing a train again may be seen for a distrnae of
2.5 miles, this latter view continuing until the cross-
ing 18 reached,

There 1s a warning sign 31% by Z4% inches on the
Tight side of the haighway, 17 fecet from the track,
painted white with black letters, reading "All vehicles
must come to a full stop before crossing tracks " This
sign may be read fraom a point 200 feet scuth of the
crossing There 1s also a "Raillway Crossing'" sign on
the north side of the crossing and west of the highway
which may be seen for » distgnce of 400 feet from
elther direction on the highway

There was a slight haze at the time of the accident,
vhich occurred at 2.38 p.m

Description

Westbound pesssenger train No. 3 consicted of one
baggage car and one coach, hauled by engine 775, and
wae 1n charge of Conductor Dunn end Engineman Rugg.
This train deparied from Salt Lake City at 8.22 p m.,
two minutes latc, according to the train sheet, and
was dereiled vhen 1t struck a motor truck at o grade
croseing while traveling at a speed egstimated to have
been from 20 to 35 miles per hour,
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The motor truvck invelved wes a Chevrolet, six-
wheel, 1920 six-cyliader medel, ecuipped with a reguler
cab, owned by the Tintic Lumber Comprny of Eureka,Utah.
The truck had a cepacity of l% tonsg and at the time of
the accident was cartying 2 load of 60 cases of blasting
caps welghing 2,9€0 pounds, which wag being transperted
from the warehouse ¢f the Wertern Powder Compesny, located
slightly more than 1 mile from the crosging on which the
accildent occurred, %o the Tarenouse at Eureka, a distance
of more than 100 miles Thia truck wae driven by
G W Begemen, who wos accerwenied by Jrmeg Prainsen,
asslstent secretary of the Western Powder Company, who had
given him access to the magazines at the warehouse and
delivered the load to him. This truck avpprozched the
m~1in trnck of tne Denver =nd Ric Gr-nde Western at a speed
of from 15 to 18 miles per hour,and was proceeding ovVer
the track, no stop having ocen wmade for the crossing, when
1t was struck by traia Fo. 3.

The truck was deriolished and the chassis came %o rest
upside down at the foot of an embrnkment 30 fect north-
weat of the crosgsing, the blaetiig cepe exploding im-
mediately after the collision. Engine 775 came to s stop
1,614 feoet west of the center of the crossing, with the
front psir of engine-truck whe~ls derailed. The right
s1de of the engcine wrs coneilderably danered, i1rdicating
tnet the explosion had cone from thet side, causinr the
21r cylinder pipes tc be torn leose, thus deetroving
the braking pover on the enrlne end tender. The t'o cars
were dasaged but were not dereiled. Several buirldinge
in the 1rmediate vicinity, ircluding the Cudehy Packing
Plant, were damaged by the force of the explosion The
employee killed wee the enpinewvan and the emplovee in-
jured wag the firemen

Sumnary of evidcnce

Fireman Janes stated toat approsching the curve zsouth
of the crossing the engineman sounded one long blast of
the vhistle, and 2 service application of the air brakes
was made while the engine was working steam, reducing
the speed to 35 miles per hour; the brakes wers then rTe-
leased and after rounding the curve the engineman ealled
"red board", which was repeated by the fireman, who
wa.s then sitting on his seat box. The engiremsn then
sounded the crossing whistle sigrnal, znd when the train
had reecned a point about 1EQ feet from the croscing
Fireman Jaues saw a truck ecpproeching from betireen
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the Cudehy Pack'ng Plart aand the garage He did nect know
wvhether or not the truck wa= going to stop, but as the
train approached the crossing e saw ithat the truclk did
not slacken 1ts spe=d perceptibly and called to the
enginerian to stop the train The engimeman apelied the
air brskes .n emergency, at ihizh time the train was
about 60 or 75 feet fro. tne crossing, traveling at a
spezd of petveen A0 and 35 mileg per howr, with the
crossirg su«.gnal still beiang sounded and tn~ bell ringing,
the collision occurring a fcw seconds later., Fizeman
Jomes estimoted the sneed o1 tne truck to have been
betwern 15 anc 18 miles per hoor, and also stated that
while 1t was hazy he could see the train-order board

at the station for a distance of between onefourth and
one-half mile., Firenan Jemes etated that the air brakes
had been tested before leaving Salt Leke City and

a running test made afler tuelr departire, arnd that

the brakes vorked oproperly en route.

Corductor Dunn strted Shat he waes ridiagr on the 1left
g1de of the swoking corpactient pr the coach approaching
the croseins involved, that he heard the croseing signal
sounded, two long cnd tro suort blasts, and that tre
speed wes To0uced to between 25 and 30 miles ver hour
Tne air brakes were taen apnlied ir emergency and the
explogion occurred. Hc thought that the engine worked
gteam until ithe train stopped, and he did not know that
the engine had collided wita & truck until about 10
minutes aftzr the zccident Condvetor Dunm {vrther
gtated that he did not Lear Lhe gieation whistle eignal
sornded nor did he hear the wrpi=me bell rTingrre He aleo
stated that while 1t wag a little hazv, 1% wrs possible
to ges essily for » distance of 1 maie

Flagman Loughien, who w~g riding 1n the rear end of
the coach, stated that aopproaching Forth Salt Lake he
heard the station and She crossing siznale gsounded, after
which tae spced wars Teluced iron 30 miles per hour to
between 20 and 2E miles per nour, ne thnen start-=d toward
the door tc look out at the trein-order board cnd juet
ag he reacnzd the decr the air brokes applisd 1n emergency
Tollewed sgherily afftorewords by an explosicon. Ag saon
ag the trein storned he gpot u2s flaggiar eouvipment and
went back to protact tae rer1 of nis troin.
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Mr McClurg, 2 clerk for the Oregon Short Line Rail-
road, who was 1n lhe station of that reilrcad, located
a short distance north of the Denver and Rio Grande
Western trach, steted that he was locking out of the
window toward th: crosging when he s2v a truck oo fhe
croscing, he Bew 1t swving to the west, followed by
an exnlosion Froa1 his position he was unable to see the
train eapproeching, olthorgh he heard the st~tion and
crogsinr signale goundec, the whistle s%111 being sgounded
at the time of thec explesion

Truck Driver Hunsasker, cmployed by the Cudahy Packing
Plent, war assisting in unloading a load of paper from his
truck at the deck of the packing plant then he looked up
and saw the engine coll:ide vith the rzar end cf the truck
He did not see either the truck or the train approsch the
croseing, nor did he hecr any whistle signels gounded.

He thught that on the dey of the oecident the trsin could
have bteen seen for a distence ¢f one-halfl nile Truclk
Driver Hunsaker further stated that he uees this croscing
freouently and considers 1%t a good crogcing

Coach Yard Foreumea Wilkinson, of Salt Lave Caty,
gvated that he wag present at the tiie trein Wo. 3 waes
inspected vrior to 1te departure from that point on the
doy of tue accident., Tne air brokes were tested ond
found to be working properly znd the ecuipment vor in
firgt-cless conditicn On the norning follering tao sccicdent
he inspected the ceig and found burned spote on cech of
the wheels of both cers, olso flet spots of various lengthr

Corclueian s

This accicent was ceused by a motor truck being
driven on » gr:de croeefing directly in front of ~n approach-
ine train.

The only protection afforded tnie crossing wos a
warning eicn recuiiang all wesuicles to coae to 2 full stop
before crogeing tne trecke, According to the stateweats
of the fireman of train No. 3, the truvck draiver failed
to stop at the crossing While theic were buildinge ~nd
obetructions to the r11ght of the highvay interfering to
some extent with the vier of the driver of the truck,

a clear view could be h d of an appro~rching westbound treain,
at 1ntermittent pointe approaching thie crossicg, for

some distence, and fro. a poiat 95 feet from the crorsing
and extendinsg up to the croesing, a clear and unobstricted
vie'r could be had by the driver of ¢ truck on the dey of

the accident for a distoace of at least one-half mile.
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The draiver of this truck had Lead many vesrs of
expericnce a8 g driver of esutomobiles ond trucke, had been
in the ermploy of Mr. Jones, cf the Tintic Lumber Company
snd th: Tintic Powder & Supply Company, for seven yearn,
aad duraing the past year nhe had been driving the powdsr
t1uck exclusively Mr, Prinson, of the Weetzrn Powder
Company, who waes riding on the truck at the tine of the
accident, was sci1d © have been an exceedingly careful
man, of excellent hebite, long experienced in the vork
of handiin: explosives, and ves thoroughly femilior
virth the croesing invelved, having made frecw 4 to 10
or more trips a weck from B:lt Loaxe City to the powder
magazines at North Sali Lake

In view of thco above, 1t 1s difficult to underctond
the failure of the truclk driver to stop before attempting
to cross the track,or the apperznt frilurz of either of
these men to see the aporoaching train, or in tae event
thet the trein - vz geen, thet zn etteapt to cross 1n
front of 1t ~hould have been made with such o hazardous
commod1lty,

On the merning of the sccident the truck recceived s
periodicsl ingpection, the brakes wer:c adjusted and other
minor adjustuents were rmade, 1t ves considered to be an
good mechanicel condition

All of the employecs invelved w.re eRperienced men,
and at the tirme of the accident nore oz th~mn had been on
duty in violatim of any of the provisions of the hours
of service law The truck draver vent on duty at & 45
a.m on the dey of tne accident

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAVD

Director.
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