
w m tm^mmnm m mm$m m tsis mim & HIS a&mm 
mum^ at fmmm$ mm, m mmm n * m * # 
0» U> X91h tftem waa an evident en the Ifenver % Bio ftmnde &ailwd el Tfeietl©, Vbab*. wbleb restated in tbe injury of one employee »fco eubee'iuently died*, Aftor inveeti* getion ef tftie aosidsnt tbe Gbief Xnepeeto? of Safety Asmii-aneea resets aa foliage; 
W$&tbeuit4 ê tra 1199, eonaistlnf of 40 loaded freigbt ewe am a ea|eo^t hauled by leaemewe lit?* and In efear®e of Coftduetoi* »prague ««sa InsineKan Barrio, ley ft Helper. tftab» at gfOO P*B. this train arrived el eoXfcen* eat out $ ears and picfcea up SO loaded aaret left GeXton at dlQQ D « K « I ans at Soldier tessit net out 3 ears and pioked us> Id loaded ears, leaving tbere at 7*50 #»ra* witb a total of 73 loaded ears ana a eabeese* ell equina wltb air brakes*. At ©illuly a stop wan etad* t& ooU tbe t̂ boola. an4 at W&&mm another atop was taaae to inetieet nbo train* At a point about two a&Xes wwt of Karro^ tbe eou£l<*r on tho **** end of tbe fourth ear abead of tbo caboose puXXed out* ea»sln$ tbe brakes to go into esaer̂ eaey* 

mt$h in torn caused tbo goû le? en tbe east end of tbe slsteenti e**r fross tbe engine to pull nut* tbua leaning tbe train in tbree parte* *ae forward portion of tbe ftraln eenaitted of 16 ears, tn« middle portion of S3 earat and tbe rear portion of 4 ears an! tbe eabooae* 
b̂® rear brajjman m» sent bask to fXa$* wbiXa tbe engine orew and bead torakenna proceeded to ?bietle wltb $ba forward portion of tbe train for tbe sur̂ osa of inaTina it tbere and 

mm return for tbe reminder of fine train* *be eoMuetor re* mined wlib bio train end began to net tbo band brakes on th© middle portion* but before a sufficient nus&er eould be aet* tbe slaek from tbe rear abused it to start douii tbe grange toward 1*bietX«f about seven alios* amy* #&ere it collided at about 
IOJSO ptfL* twitb a ear of esttsra xx«9 being planed on tbe aiding* 

A abort distance east of $b£#bls tbere is a § degree curve* and viim tbe runaway nam bad remaned a point about f£6 feet In on tfeia eurv®t 19 oars laere derailed and thrown into tbe river, totally destroying tb*sa and tbeir contents* Twenty* aefcn earn continued toward fbieblo and eelllded ttith, a ear of extra Xl§?« an above stated*- feen^feur of theee ears «sere tferô n into %fm river and oraetieally destroyed* At tbe point of derailment tbe tmett wm eonoiaerabXy torn np* 
&̂nt part of tb© ^nver & Kio Grande Bail road on whien thin aooidont oeeuyrad ia a deuble~tree& line* Ko bloeSr signal eystas wse in una* freight train* vben folloud.n̂ '̂ ieb otber are re uired by rule to five adnutea apart*T $$i« aooidont oô arrad on a deee&nding ̂ ade of from X%$ to 8$ for westbound trains* weatber at tbe time «ae elaar* 
Oonduotor %ra^ue of extra llity stated tbat bia train me 

drifting along about li or %& silee par bonr w?A«5n it broke apart* 



fie got out and not tbe feft&e* en tbe jtontion of bio train , *blle tbe rear bvekovmn t r i m beak to flag* eondnetor Sprague b&ea etarted toward the boa a end to nee wbat tbe .trouble «ae and found tbe bead bra&afiKin «** tbe x§ddl* portion of bb* train setting tbe banS brabea, and bed tbe'bift&ee set on eigbt ears w&«n ho reaebad b£&# Co&Jttetor Sgraguo dlraeted Mm to proceed to ̂ bietle witb forward portion of tbe train ana tben built a fir* at th© treat end of tbe al4tUe out of #0 tbe engine* isan eould locate tbea «nea be returned Se tben began to set tbe band brakes- using & pleSe handle ae 8 eiub* but before be eo*0Ld get a autfloient number eat %fee out ntaarted* He remained o» tbe ô re eettis$ brakes until tbey ran t distance of about 800 yards* but wb*?a he &m be m e unable to tftieelE M r speed he get off* Xn ell ho tftcu&bt tbo tm*tsao on 88 or SO eara bad been set \>m.m fee $>t off* Ee atated fcfeat tbe ears etarted to 
mm about 89 or 30 minutes after tbe train bro&o apart, or about is or #0 i&inutee after tb® fersrard portion of tho train starter for ?bletle» In hie opinion tbe out of eare were started by the air looking off m tbe rear" end of tbe eutg allowing tbe elaefe to run forward* Se ©onld asei$a BO reason 
wtsy tbe train abouXd break apart,, m no bend tank©® %ere set en tbo rear nor no mmm application of tbe air t>rak«e# Waen be instructed tbe head hr&&m&n to groeeed to fbietle be }mm* tbeee 

^ t a euffioient s@ii»er of be&6 bamlcee set est tbe ssidals portion of bis traits t: b^X5 it %at tbeogbt be oould set e 
mftioi&gkt mmber ̂ o keep it frem startine* 

^aioem&a Barrio of extra etate4 tb̂ t the air brafeee "#er© testes et iBoiaior Sarsdt eM b̂ ft £ea$te fmmd# t»it in order to eteedy tbe tr i s soise 4am tbe ||re4e be beg tbe braise*-
mm set »bout ten M i brakes eft̂ p ie^tla^ ©illuly, He eteted tfeat be o%perie»eeS «o aifrieuity t̂ itever in boiding tbe train witb tbe air brakes- tb« setfciô  of tbe bend brafcso being only e pr̂ oaytioiu Aft^r tbe train brofee epert tbe bena brakmaa oma to tbe front end of tfc© train end e«i4 tb* eocMlnô or be4 issuod inetmetione for tbm to take tbt> frost end of tbe trein* to ?bieti& «M set tb© oare oat there on a traek kacr,m «n ibe Ban ?ete Hne* «»on tfceir errivai at Vfeietie tbie %mok wan fouM to. be oeeupied <ma tfoey we^e fleeing one of tbe euro on %be ba4 er&e? treeK *?bea tb^y beer^ tbe mnemy emre epproeob̂  ing« Breke&an lenniĝ n m e on t%e bet%a end of tbe ear end Ingiaeaen Ŝ rrie «ae on tbo rear end* ISngineman Barrio etatoa thav ^^il^a to tbe brelê î tt dot off tbe ear bteelf* but before Brateaasan Banni^ia eould 4o eo tbe eoUieion oeenrred* He furtber etetoa tb$t be bed eiowed tbe truin dô m to about 18 miles per bonra reler,s©3 th« at-? brafeea, end bed gone about «S ear len̂ the wben the brenfe oeeurred* file did not know svbat eaus«?l tbe train to bre .fe apart ae tbere mm no ®iv3 tbe air was rel^sad at tbe tizne* 

Srelcestan Holloa of e*ts?& 1197 etaied t̂ Jat" be was riding on tbe eeeoM ear fr m tbe oabooee mhm bis train tieroke apart« and iisEiedistoly ̂ ea» bask about a Half Mile to flag* Wben extra 980 osaea op to ̂fcore bo was etandingv tbe firetaan remalsed to " flag *̂ bile be ?rooeod©tl with tbat train to tbe point ̂ bore tbe caboose of extra 1199 was atan&in®* Braireman Heisen etatod 



m 

that u#oa ttteir &rri*&X *t tae &o iwoicwi to ttt* ISM «n& of the roar *at t o&r#* m a ttrofttm «M aiXX*liia" 
ti&a atsartoa afcoaa «feoa be isat Conductor 8£raipio$ *foo at»ted Sfest t&o midiilo aut off «*tra fcad gotten swuf from Mm* He thought about SO or «X«s>aa4 froia tha tim extra 110? oroko apart to «fc«m ha ratttra«4 with extra 

f̂eio aoeiSamt eottaa<! fey t&© si&li© section of a train* oac poaod of 93 loused ears, oollig Xoffc Oft A oaa-ey deaeoMtilg grad® $&t& a» lnauf?iol0at w&s&ar of &*od ©ra&oa sot* for <3felo& Coatfuetor S#ragu© Is at fauXt# Infers *endin& tfco fer̂ aya i*or-tion of the tamitt to T&latlo &© feaow that tfeora tens bdt boea enough fa&sa brato aet to hoX£ tbo regaining tut*®* On aoccunt of his experience in r?%lm&$tn& on &eo*y saoantaia @r&&«a ha **»a faily aavin&iat94 ̂ itJh fcne danger existing, ana afcouxa not Jrnre allowed eisgiao arew head brakeaan to proeeed to tlilatXe, trusting that BO- wouX6 be abXet by hiraeoXf, to set hand M e § enough to hoX3 the eara nntix their return* tootilateXy after the train sarfe©% a aufflaisat misibey of 
hm& brakes has* been set* this oeeiaeat tgndoablf*£Xf mmX4 hove bost* averted* 

£®n&uetor Spraigu© erai>ioy«6 aa a brakanan la February X904I, afi/i was prossot̂ a to eondaator in Vtotmd&r 3.907* Hie record mm good, e»3 aft th© time of too aooidont ho feaa boon on duty about 9 b&urot after a £ar$o£ off doty of over X6 boura* 


