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IN B2 IHVESTTGATION OF ACCIDRNT O TUE DENVER & RI0 ORANDE
RAILRO'D AT THISTLE, UTAR, OF AUCGUBY 14, 1034

i
On Augusth 14, 1914, thore was en apeldent on 3he Dumvey
& Ric Srands Redlroad st Thistle, Unsb, whieh rosulfed in the
iajury of ons suploves who eubavmently dlele Aftor iovestis-
gution of thie aooldens tbo ChSef XInspootor of Safety Anili-
anees peroris as follows: )

Weathound extra 1197, mmit‘&wg of 40 loaded froight
oLTe apt e o, hanled by losomobive 1197, end in chmraw
of Gonductor Sprague and Engimewan Barrle, left Halpery Ubah,
at 2100 paze Thiz tyaliz avrd ot Golton, aet out 2 eaxs end
ploked up 2O loaled save, left Goliagn ab Q100 peite, and ab
8Bolater t gt out 3 anrs snd ploked gy I8 loaded ours,
leavine there abt Ti80 peme with & total ef ¥3 losded eure and
& ¢abooss, &ll equlpped with alr Trokes, At O1lluly s stop wae
maie ¥ e0ll the whesls, mnd at Borpows another stop was pode
to inspast the Srelin, At a pofnt sboulk $wo mfles wept of
Karroda the eouplaer on the zest ond of the fourth esr ahead of
the oaboose pullad oul, cansing the bhrakes bto go into onergency
#haoh in tuvn onused the soupler on the ¢ast end of the sizteenth
e frop the engine to pull out, thus leaving the Srain in thres
PaTS®s She forwand on of §h& troin consieteld of 18 eonrs,
the middle portion of 83 cars, and the remy porsion of 4 gars
and the enbooss

The rear brakemen wne gent Baok to flag, while the engine
orew and head Drakeman procecdsd %o Thistle with the fopwerd
portion of thoe train for the purpess of leavipne it there and
than redurn for bLhe remuinder of She trvalw, 0O AGUAtor Yo
malned wiith Bls train and began $o pet the band hrakes on the
niddle pordion; bt hefors o sufticienst musber could be set, the
glack from the realr esumed 1% Lo %Ayt Aoep the grande towdd
ThietTe, about poven milen away, where iIv sellided ab aboud
10150 pame with & 6o of extve 3199 being plased on the siding

A ghort distance ¢agt of Fhletle there 18 a 5 degree curve,
and when the renavay card kad reaehed # poinmt about 986 feed

in on thls gurve, 19 oars were devalled end thiruwm 1%% the
river, tobally dcstroying them and their condents, Twenty-
sevon surs eontinued toward Thistle and golitded with & car

of extra 1187, as abuve Atutods ty-Pour of these gurs veore
thrown inio sfm river and prootionlly destroyed, At the potnt
of dexuilment the trach wans concldershly torn ude

Trat parst of the Depver & Rio Grande RBallrusi on whiel
this wooldont eoouryed i & Jouble~tresk line, No hlook signal
sysatem wag 10 uses Freight treline whon rm.mﬂg gmm other
are ro uired By rule to keoh Five mimutes apapt, nooident
poourend on & descdnding grede of from 1 o ﬁ*f wozthound
traing, The westhor at the time wms olears -

Conduotor Bpragne sf oxtra 1197 stated that dis Crain was
drdZiing along shout 15 or I8 wlles per hour whea 14 droke spart.
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He got out and set tho bepkes on She rear lon of Mo trein
wrlle the paor brukeman wint beck to flag. ntuator Sprague
then gtarted townrd the besd ond to pes what the trduble was
and foupd the hesd drakevan on She mdidle portion of the train
agtting the hand brakes, and Wad the Brakes ceb on elpht cars
when be raached bim. Cohductor Spragie dirgcted him t0 predeed
) to Thistle with the forwrd portion of the train end then bhuils
( ], a fire at the frond end of the middale out of dars sc the onglpe-

- pan eould looste thews whon he returnel, He thon bBegan to set A
the band Brukes, using & plok bandle me @ olud, Yut before he
ofild get & mtﬁeim nurber set ko gut ste « He premsiped
o the curs sebtting brakes uhbll Ghey mn ¢ Alstaves of sdout
200 yards, buabt when he sow he was untble 80 eheck thelr speed
ne gob at‘g‘- In all he thought the Wrakes on 25 or 30 esars hed
vean set when ke got off, He Shabed that the curs plarted %6
move about 25 or I minutes affer Ghe trein bBroks spart, or
ahgut 1% or 20 smimbes after She forward pordion of tha 4rein
started for Thistle. In his opindon the eut of ears wers

taybed the alr lesking off an the rear end of the eud,
aliowing the sleok %o yun fopward, Ee could asslipgn oo re2:s0n
wizy the traln ehould Wreak apart, 63 no hend Brakes wers aot en
%he rear mor 10 fudden applicetilon of the alr Diakess Whon he
instracted the head Drakemen %o pracesd S0 Thistle he knew Sheme
was not o aufficlent mmaber of hand brakes det on the middls
portion of his troin % hold it but thought ke could set e
mffiolent surber to hoep 1t from stortinge

Engtneman Barris of extia 1197 stated dhoat the aly trakes
s Yesbod aft Boldler Burpit and no Bed leaks found, but in
origr to steady the trin goling dowa the grede he had the Yralke
man et about ten land brakes afber lesviag Gllivly, Ho stated
Lhat he exparienced no Qiffisuity wintever iu holding the train
with the =iy BYrskes, the sobiing of &ho hand brakes bednz only a
pregaublions After the trein broks o the head brokemsn game
to She frond end of the train apd sald the copfuctor had lesued
inatrdetions for thmm to $oke She front end of the traln, to
Thistdd snd set the gars out Ghere oz & traek known se the
Bon Pebe ne,. Upon thelr grrivel at Thistle this track was
Tound o ba osonpied and they ware placing ene of the gars on
the Bad order track when thoy heard the sunsway oars appivsobs
inge Brakenun Hamnfigan waz on $#:e houd end of the gar and
Enginenan Barrie wns on bhe rear sud. Haginesan Barrie gtated
tha he galled to the brakemom, gob off the gar himaslf, tut i
hefore Brabeman Hapnigsn ¢ould do po the aollisgion coourreds '
He further sbsted Lhat he had slowed the truin down to aboud
1% nlles per hour, velecsel the air Brakes, sud bad gone ehous
48 oor leggths when the Wreak oaourrads He did not Inow whed
( enusad the Srain to bre-k spart az there wig no jerk snd the aiy [
wug relcaped at the tize,

Bony Brakemen Nolsou of extra 1197 stated ;ﬁ@ he was riding
en the second ¢ar fr m the onhones when Ris S$rafn broke aport
grd lrmedlately sent buck about & half mile to fla@ls, WVWhen u%m
9680 oama up Yo whers he was standing, the firepan vemained o -
ting while 4e procecded with thut train to the point where the
subocse of extrn 119% wao standing, Brabenan Holszon stated
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that upos their arrival st the he Walked to the Nead
and of the vesr oul 1 ears, yloked ur & Urokvn end plll, Ena
kad siarted ahesd whon be net Gondfueter By s WhHo gﬁazea
that the middle sut of ours hmd gotten awoy hime He
Shought about 20 or 25 wimmbtes elsapnad from the tirze oxtra
1197 broke spart to when ke redurped wish extra 980.

This necident was esueed by She piddle pegtlon of a trein,

oo pated of 53 loaded oors, belng left on a beavy descending

de with an {nsuffiolont pumber of hand Brakes sef, for whilsh

oinstor Sprague is st faulte Fefora senting the forverpd pole
tien of the tralin to Thistle he kyew that there had Lot been
enough hand Braks: ast to Hold the yemsaindng eurs. On soctunt
of his experience in reilroading on beovy mountaln grades he
was fally acqnainted with the danger existing, end ghould not
hove allowed the epgine orew and head bByaleman %o proeceed o
Thistle, trustimg that e would Bs sble, by himeelf, tc sed
hapd Broakes eucugh So Bold the ears unaiz thefr return,-- If
furedintely after the Yraln parted, & sulfrfislent mmber ofF
hand brakes hed beon g%, thls sceddent undoubbedly would have
beon avarted, '

el

. Conductor Sprague waa anpl as a Yrakepan in Febmuary
1908, snt waz promofed to condnator in Wovember 1807, Hise
resurd wus good, and ol the $ime of the acoident beo had YHeen
gn duty about ¢ hmirs, after a parfog off duly of over 16
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