
August 84» 1«12. 
In H« Invent lotion of Bomtliaent on th© Denver & Sio 

Grande Bailroa£f July SO, 1$1£* 
On July 191£, there m o a toi&LflftJxfe of Chicago* Hoofc 

lolamd 4 2?aoifto passenger train on tho l e M & »io Cfr&ndo Boil* 
roa*i at Pueblo, Colorado, xoinltlng IN tho death of tho onginoor 
aad two $a$oengoro os4 the injury ̂  tbaroe p*JNS-ossga3?« M & feteo 
cm.;;lQye©»» After investigation into tho nature souoea of 
this accident, tho Chief Inspector of Safety Appliances reports 
so follow 

Chloogo* Boel: Island & ?'.«if la train SO* «t0̂  w&o on e>turt» 
bound baooengar train running on tho t-vaako of fcfco Itaavw & Eio 
(Jrando Railroad bot^ooa £titablo a&a Colorado Spring*v Colorado* 
In nmss baulod by engine Mo* 134J5. ana oonoiotod of on© eoiablno 
tion b&gga&c ona o^oteo F̂ oao ATMLR oar and fcs* *featt&ar4 J*ultaa 
oloepovo* in chargo of Conduct or B&solfi&feese gag ea§ia®Bas 
j&»«a*ing«jp« Tain train titoo duo to loavo Puoblo ot ®4S0 j>* *a*f 

but oa account of boav y pniao i& aid not leave ttntll 10:30 JM*** 
s M was doff&il©4 about* 3 s&les o^ot of £t*obl© station ot 10a 30 

ja* the ooiiisats^ ft$oed at tho tiMoj of derailment was frogs IS 
to 20 sailoe p&v hour* 

3?h© forward- tracks of TFW englno rej&alaod on tho fcr&e&o 
a* the ncrrth es& of the fill* Th© «a$Eao being draped backward* 
by the oaro la tto train it turn d © w *n£ landed, is the bottom 
of tho rivoi?* Th* tank of the online boo^o doMohOd froa tho 
trucko wua waaturil dotm tho rivos? ns&j&y & ̂ usrtoi? of o tsilo* 
fhe combination baggage an* maokl?^ c**r wn» emrsiod tefa th^ rlvor 
About £00 feet* 'Hi© ofcaii* oar &U?IK<4 ow? olftOSt OS Its ildc end 
routed in th© river* Th« front *sa of fcr^rd sleeper *ent 
4«*« into ths riverf tbw reMr asu* v$NZTE&n& partially ftp on tho 
g^bamsMut* ^bs roa? 0î f*p(»r reruinod on the tŷ efe* 

ĥi;- division of tlw Ŝ nv̂ i- ̂  J?le INroitdo railroad is ̂ oxablo 
trookod from Pueblo to Sundo^, *t .tiet&aco of about © aUe#* asd 
is tsô d jointly by tho Ohlca^oy Hock Isl^ad & P&eiflo MIL the 
Denver & M o &r&o&o Boilrcad-;aeootbound tralno oaing tbo right 
hand tl̂ ofe* At tbo placo of &ecidont tli* roa4 rune along 
tho ««ot bank of tSs Pountaln Sivoar* Ŝio traofe io otraight* with 
nothing obstruct tho vie^ for a diotono© of 50 fc@le#r&i>!i poles 
o= proashinf the plats© OF the ac^iUeat, which ooaurrod upes « one-
half dogreo curve* ^ho tfocSc conotmotloa io subsitantl«i| M o ® 
Inllnotovi with aaoltor »lat{ aw.i einAors* Thirty foot a©»Ib* NTML 
MIL» ar<© uacdf IS ooft PIRN tia.-j to tho v«ll# Th© railo ore 
oinglo apiiEo^* no tie ;aateo ^eisi® uood* four oiloiT or\ double 
tr̂ ofc asi S#S3 isileo of :i <inj &rf> ̂ nintaiaod b̂ " « formaa and 



The eisaaslnaont ̂ hore tho &&mtlmm% occurred goasista of 
about 13 feet of a fill built la 1894* and la oreteeted by a rip 
rut) wall of ho^vy derriol? ree&t the footing being enrefully made 
of orwan viefe tits feeivy d«rrlo& roo& laid oa top* filled is with 
analler roefc laia by r« i , u&kins « oaootft inxf&oo* A Xiao of 
cotton-,ood trees ha® lpMK!m along th® b&@e of this wall for a 
diataiios of ftftif a allot raany of tho trees b®i&§ 10 ine&es In 
disaster* ^ho JFouafcota Hlvor as a rule aar:*io8 only a mall assount 
of rr&tor, bus th® ourif®a$ run* diroatly agniast tho wall ana tho 
five* bed id soapooei isasely of <tttie&i£&ssd# $bwro was no r&in 
fsUtns at tho t tî e of she accident* bat earlier ia tha owning 
tuoro and boos a w«ry heavy r̂ lztf ill extending throughout ta« 
v*lisy tributary to tho fountain Hiva?# 

Seetioa foreman Sing end traefe vml&er Msy^rs stated that an. 
eooount of the honvy rsiafj.ll they were ptttrolliiMS. tha traoJs and 
loo&eu over thie piooo of tetsoK cet^eeo and 9*1& m.» at vThiofc t U * it 0p earod to bo la proper wmdltleiu Son motor 
2&&elhnl?er stated ?.o wns la tho oh&lr oar at tfes tis&e of the 
aooident an* -iff first* in̂ ilontloa tfeat tho^e wag aayt£lad ^TQIEI$ 

a osnylng sens nt Ion an if ta* tr*lii «a» §oln@ si4owayo* Ho 
ti ought tht train w*i<3 raxtnta nt n e^eed of froa 10 to 13 sailed 
:>er ̂ our* Ho had sewer'* 1 olew orders* none of •jhieh covered fe&o 
place of the aooiaent* FlreftuA El rod stated they vere running 
about so tailed per htMi*, an̂ i though tho engine *n» e^ui^ed vith 

@l&ei;~Io hea:iXislE& wMoh w^a burning brightly at the ti&e of 
aeeldent saw not&ing *«*»ng with the trael£« 
This aoriuont W J I S eiuaed oy a j*or*l«*a of th© fill or em* 

b .afesant on the vest si.;e of fcfee Fountain Idves? sliding into con 
river under ti«e «ei *&fc of tie traint it ©viaeR'&ly having beeorje 
underlined by the viood inters of tn«* river soused by heavy rain** 

S©j;;<eotfully suiKsitted* 
Chief tnejjedfcor of 
Safety Ap^li^noos* 


