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In Rel Investigation of en aocldent which ceosurred
onn the Denver & Plo Orunde Rallroad, at Milltary
Jusetion, Colorado, en July 17, 1816,

On July 17, 191&, a pessesnger trzin on the Denver &
Rio Grende Ballrced ran into an opent switch and collided
vith & out of ten frelght cars standing oa & pamsing track,
et Militery Junotlon, COolo., the colllsion resulting in
the injury of twenty-four prosangers and thres explovees,

After lnvestigetion of this sccident the Ohief of
the Division of Safety submits the followlng yeporti

Thig meccldent occurred on the First Distriot of the
Firat Division of the Usnver & Rioc Grande Reilroved, which
is & doudble~-tyeck line a2t this peint. Traius are operured
by time-table and telegro.hio traln orders, no blook signsl
being uszed. There is a lg deygres ocurve 3H0 Teet loug,
vegianing 570 feet west of the pmesing tiacs aswiiceh ab
Hilitery Junetion, but the view i'or a dlstenge of agsout a
mile west of the switeh 1s unovbstrusted. The grade ie
Bllgutly descendiing for eastbound trains.

The tralus involved in the rRooldent were sauit-bound
prasenger Ltrain 4o, 1£, e route Irem rueblo, Colo., to
Denver, Dolo., aund westbound extra 389 known es & “short
local,® running irou Danver to Leuviers, Colo., aund reburn.
The passeLger tr.in sousisted of loomuotive Yod, 4 lLogzage

car, two eonches, a dining oaxr and @ Pulliaumm aary in the

order naemed, the dining and Pullmen ocera having steel
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underfrraxes and the other cars heing of woden construction,
Thia train, with Jonduetor MeoFerland Eagineman White in
sharge, left Littleton, Uolo., its lest stoprlimg solpt,
about two miles west of Military Junotion, at 11101 a. m.,
on time, and et 11:05 a, m., while running at an esatimated
speed of thirty-three ..11es per hour, Lesded into &n open
gwitoh at the weat end of the passing treok at Hilitury Jwic-
tion, 8.2 mlles west of Denver, Solliding with a out of ten
frelght ¢ars which had been left ca this passlng Srack by
oxtra 639 weat while doing stetion ewitchinge

Extra 629, conslsting of engine 6290 and twelve freight
ocars, with Oonduostor Lymen end Enginemsan Styingmasn, in
¢harge, left Burnhsm Yard, Denver, rt 10100 8, m., and at
10:80 2, u, arrived st Pebtersburg, which is half s mile
oast of Hilitary Junetion. This train pulled down t0 a
aressgver between the two rain treacks at Kilitery Junetion
and backed ten ecars over into a pegolop trask on the szoush
eide of the esastbound main btraok; this cut of sevd was
left standing & distance of shout one ear length into eleer,
whils the looomotive, with two ecars, hasked down the east-
bound main 1ine o do soume wurk at Petersburg freight
housei the loeomotive then ret.rned on the esstbound amin
1ine to Military Junotion, end at 10135 e, m, orossed overy
to the weat bound main line and ren out on & braanch line
leading %o Fort Logan, o disteunoce of twd snd one-hslf miles
from Militery Junstion., Conduotor Lymen of Extra 529 sent
his two brakexen with the looomotive to place 3 ¢ar at
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Port Logan, while he remained at Milltary Junotion to sere
for the swifciaes and Lo take uste of pasulng trains,

Four awltches at Milltsry Junotion wed been used by
the leocal in aaking these movensnle, ons oh eash end of
the srosaover, one lsading from easthound main line Ho
passing track, sad ome lsading frem westbound main line %0
braneh lins, Arter the engine had gone on the brasoch
line %o Fort Logan the switches on the crossover and from
the westbound naln track to the branoh were not slossd but
ware left open for the return movenent of the eugione.
Caadustor Lywan stated e expeoted hia gagine would be
gone uot more than fiftean zinvtes end he fthought he weuld
o able to get his traln off from the pre&sing track and
on the westbound wain lipe before the arrival of train Ho,
12, Howsver, his sogine was gona nearly hell an hour,
and ho sew 1t ooudng bBeox al about the szmpy time that he
heard Mo, 12 whistle and ssw it a&pproaghing. To permit
Fo. 12 to go by, he thyew the orocsover awltoh on the
pegthound main line to the main trsok positlon, and fore
gabting or not notieing that the passlng«trsck switah was
slready llinelup for the wain line, he threw that awltoh,
in errori he then walked over to the westbound vain line
48 No. 1z apprvagned. He 8id not slgunel the approaching
train, but noticed that the firemsn was dlsturbed or
sgitated and was at & loss to acouvunt for nla eotiovns un-
til he saw the pasasuger train snter the siding.

Fireman Tanney of train Ko, 12 saw Condustor Lyman
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stending opposive the switohss, and when his train wes
about four bundred fest irow the pessing treok uwiteh he
noticed that the switch was open} he shouted to Englaeman
Yhite, who made sn emergancy appliostion of the brekes just
about the time the trsin entered the passing tresk, but the
speed ves not neterially reduced before tho oollision ozourred.
The flrst car on the passing track was & flzt car loaded
with tiea, ZEngine 768 of train No., 12 mounted this sar, and
cae to rest at an angle of about 4% degress with the front
end of the engine on the {lat oar, the ten Frelght cars heving
been Ariven buck & dlatencs of about 60 feet. The engine was
considerably daueged. Hone of the ecars in the poweenger trein
wae derailed and only the baggere oar wes slightly denaged,
This eoco’dent wes ceused by Conductor Lymsn of the
loeel .reight train forgetting that the passing track
switoh wes zlready lined up for the waln track end irproperw
iy opyenlug 1v in front of the appoeohing passsuger train,
Conduotor Lymen is a nan of tuirty vesrs' rallrosd ex~
porience, with an exocellent recourd, and it i3 impossible
to reoount for uls neglieot and sroas saraelesanessg in this
inatanoce, He stated Sthat e suppoed there were four switohes
gren instead of only thres} when o, 1E was 1alf or three-
nuarters of a mile away he threw the two switcheas on tha
sastbeound malin line, and he did net reelise that he hed set
the razuiag track switah »rong until he saw the traln head
in. "o statwed that a0 was not at all sxoelted or muddled until
he sew thebrain enter the siding. At the time of the acoi~
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dent Comduetor Lymsn hed reep om duaty Tor sbcut cne Louy
after a period off duty of 28 hours anld 55 minubes.,

A tinestable Tule rrovides that ¥zl1) trzlans will aj«
prosch oroasovers st Military Junction, Overland Park
Junotion, Sivth Averie, ¥levonth Avenue and Larimer dtrses,
Weat Denver, under full sontrel,® Bub this ruls 15 in-
terpreted by of figisle of the railroad ae ~yotaoting OIOHS=
over roverente only and 28 not veforying te Jwitohes; AL
whett 8 train is aprrosehing 1% i3 gesm that no srosaover
sovewent is helnsz made end the way is clesar, it 18 to he
assumed that the switches ere —rouerly lined up Jor the
mein tragk.

The investigetion 4iecloned that it 35 pot &b ube
gommon nreatice for the svitohes ot this polug to be lelt
open for gnnaideradis neri-ds of ti-e &uring swlbtchizg
oparatione at cowparedively remote points. This prastice,
wille not respounsible for this socident, 15 not condusive

to safTety, and should be disccondtinved,



