
In Ret Investigation of a>n accident whl sh occurred 
on the Denver & Bio Grande Btdlroad, at Military 
Junction, Colorado* on July l?t 1810* 

Ob July 17, 191$, a passenger train on the Denver & 
Bio Grande Railroad ran into an open switch and collided 
with a cut of ten freight care standing on a passing track, 
at Military Junction, Colo., the collision resulting in 
the injury of twenty-four passengers and three employees* 

This accident occurred on the First District of the 
First Division of the Denver & Hio Grande H&llroad., which 
Is a double-track line at this point. Trains are operated 
by time-table and telegraphic train orders, no block signal 
being used* There is a If degree curve 5o0 feet long, 
beginning 570 feat wast of the passing track switch at 
Military function, but the rim? for a distance of a~»x>ut a 
.•ails west of the switch la unobstructed* The grade is 
slightly descending for eastbound trains. 

The feralus Involved In the accident vera east*>Uouod 
passenger train UQ, i&, en rout© frosi Ĵ uabXo, Colo., to 
Denver, Colo., and westbound extra 3£3 known as a fl^hort 
local,» running from Denver to l.ouvlers, 0olo#, and return. 
The pas&eugar ̂ rain ooasistel °- loc£jaotî a 7>K3, a baggage 
oar* two coaches, a dining car and a Puiliaun car, in the 
order named, the dining and Pullman cars having steel 



underframes and the other oars being of woden construction. 
This train, with Conductor MaoFarland S&glneman White ia 
charge, left Littleton, Oolo., Its 3ast stopping poin*# 

about two miles west of Military Junction, at 11101 a* au, 
on time, and at lit OS a* while running at m estimated 
speed of thirty-three - J.lee per hour, headed into an open 
switch at the wast end of the passing track at Military Junc­
tion, 8p2 miles west of Beaver, dolliding with a out of ten 
freight ears which had been left on this passing trade by 
extra em west while doing station switching* 

Extra &£9, consisting of engine 629 and twelve freight 
oars, with Conductor tŷ san and togine&an Stringman, la 
Charge, left BurahSB Yard, Denver, at 10*00 a. a., and at 
10t8O a. EU arrived at Petersburg, which Is half a mile 
east of Military Junction. This train pulled down to a 
crossover between the two rialxt trades at Uiiitary Junction 
end backed ten cars over into a pa&aiag trade on the south 
side of the eastbound main track; this out of sê -a was 
left standing a distance of about one car length into clear, 
while the locomotive, with tm care, backed dam the east* 
bound isala line to do some work at Petersburg freight 
housej the locomotive then returned on the eastbound main 
line to Military Junction, and at 10*35 a* su crossed over 
to the west bound main line and ran out on a branch line 
leading to fort 2*©gsn, c dxatanoe of two and one-half miles 
from Military function. Conductor I*yman of Bxtra 6B9 seat 
his two bra&eman with the locomotive to place a car at 



Fort Loganv while he remained at Military Junction to care 
for the avtfcclicj and to take note a* parsing trains* 

Four switches at Military Junction \ad been used by 
the local in &aking theaa movements, one on each end of 
the crossover, one leading from eestbound main line to 
passing track, and one leading from westbound main line to 
branch line. After the engine had gone on the branch 
line to Fort Logan the switches on the crossover and from 
the westbound main track to the branch were not closed but 
ware left open for the return mSfTement of the engine* 
Conductor Lyman stated he expected his engine would be 
gone not aors than fifteen minutes and he thought he would 
be able to get his train off from the passing track and 
Oh the westbound main line before the arrival of train Ho# 
12. However, his engine was gone nearly half an hour, 
and he saw It cooing back at about the same time that he 
heard No, 1Z whistle and mw it approaching, to permit 
Ko» IB to go by, he threw the cros aover switch on the 
e&stbound main line to the main .track position, and for* 
getting or not noticing that the passing-track switch was 
already llneSup for the ir.ain line, lie threw that switch, 
In error; he then walked over to the westbound i&aln line 
as Ho* 12 approasned* He Sid not al&oal the approaching 
train, but noticed that the firemen was disturbed or 
agitated and was at a loss to account for his actions un«* 
til he saw the passenger train enter the siding* 

Fireman Saaney of train No. IS saw Conductor Lyman 



~4» 

standing opposite the switches, sad when his train was 
about four hundred tact i'raa the parsing traofc switch he 
notloed that the switch was open; he shouted to Ssglaemam 
White, who made an emergency application of the brakes Just 
about the time the train entered the passing track, but the 
speed ̂ ea not materially reduced before the collision occurred* 

The first car on the pa&sing track was a flat car loaded 
with ties, Engine 758 of train 2Jo« IS mounted this ear, and 
cane to rest at an angle of about 45 degrees with the front 
end of the engine on the flat car, the tea freight ears having 
been driven back a diateaoe of about SO f©et. She engine was 
considerably damaged* Hone of the cars in the passenger train 
was derailed and only the baggage car was slightly daioaged. 

This eoc!dent was caused by Conductor Lyman of the 
local . reight train forgetting that the passing track 
switch, was a3 ready lined up for the ̂ ain trade and improper­
ly oyesiiig iu in front of the ap^oaohing passenger train. 

Conductor Xymaa Is a man of thirty years* railroad ex­
perience, with an excellent record, and it is lnĵ ossible 
to account for hie neglect and &roso carelessness la this 
instance. He stated that he suppoed there were four switches 
ô en instead of only threej when Ho. IS wae half or three* 
quartera of a mile away he threw the two switches on the 
©astbound nain line, and he did not realiaie that he Had set 
the pas^ag track switch *rong until he saw the train head 
in. [!e stated that ne was not at all excited or muddled until 
he saw thffcrain enter the aiding* At the tine of the aeol* 



dent Co-aductor tynan h?*d been on duty tot* abcu-t one uovr 

after a p#riod off duty of %B nacre aad 55 minutes. 
A tisse-table rule pravl&es that "all trains will ap­

proach crossovera st Military Junction, Ov&rl&nd Park 
juration, Si-*th Avenue, Eleventh Avenue and Larimer Street, 
West Bativer, undrr full control «w But this rule is in­
terpreted by official* of the r̂ ilroaad ss ~roteeting cross­
over fiove#ente only and as not ref erring to awlteheej If 
mien a train is approaching It is seen that no crossover 
movawnt Is being mfte and the t«y is clearf it la to bfc 
assumed that the switches ere -̂ roverly lir.sd up TOT the 
x&aln track # 

The investigation dlecls^ed that It 5 s rot :*n ua-
comon practice for the evdtofces st this point to be left 
open for considerable ̂ eri^ds of tine &';ring sttitchl&g 
operations at comparatively remote points, this $rraetiue, 
v&lle &ot responsible for this cccideut, Is not oonaucive 
to safety, and should be discontinued. 


