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On Sevatenbwr 15, 1917, tte r̂* wen a h^4«ead oolllslon 
beti»e**a a p*ssan*;«*r tm*n sad a troor t r~in oa tha fcanvar 
* Hio Cnnda K'sllro*-* at Maxwell, Uteh, ^hlch r ulted ta 
Injury to 15 pnm»mn^rm9 51 soldiers mH 1 employ*** Aftar 
lnvestiistton of this *:*ldmst, tho Chief of th® Division 
©f "ft fcty reports ns follow®* 

The Or* a Kivr Division, 0 4 which this nceident 0 0 * 
currad, is a single** reck l lae , ov*%r watch train » © v « » 8 T S 
*tr* ^ovarned by titse-tabt® end tmla orders, ao bioek sig­
nal system bel^g In ns«* The oollieioa occurred on the 
mftln line b * t * « tha p«'»i*ig traefc switches at Jfcxw#tl, — 
2,673 feet from th* wmt ewlteh and 1,650 feet fro- the 
e«st switch. Approaching the »oint of collialoa F R E Z I the 
weet, th«>r*> ia a 1-de^ree carve tc the left, folio?'*d by 
?3i fe t f ,t of tensest tmok, ^fell* sppro turbine fnen th* east 
the track Is straight for -bout 3*300 feat. The gr de 

the point of * coldest is slightly *sioeadia^ for weat* 
bound t r*ine. -t the tl;-e of the accident tbe weather 
was eie^r. 

$?estbeutt& troop treia ®«©osd *?o. 5, consisting of 
locosetlv* 79?, 1 h-d^emm c®^ aad 5 concha* lit eh^rgo of 
Conductor Toun# «ad l^laesiaa £«rp>ent̂ r, l«ft Cr-->eawt l lo , 
Btdh, at 11J47 a. » * , with train orier So. 59, r »?-.<* in* as 
followai 

"First and Second So. 5, engine* Mo. 787 end 
So. 79? have right over *o . 19, frlce to Helper.* 

Train second Mo. 5 arrived at **rice, V -.h «t l : 39 p. a* 
and thar* reoeiv«4 trai^i order **o» 7? sfelefe fixed a posi­
tive *«eti8f point ^Itt tr*.ln Mo. If et Maw#il, * sta­
tic® ?.7 all * wost :;f Price and the only station hat̂ aen 
Price and Helper. TMs order r-* d a* f el lewsi 

•O^or Ho. 76 is ansa I led. Second »o» 5, 
*a/r* na 79* a 'et *»o. I t , *np!n* ?31 at »-*xw*il** 

Or^er *fc. 76, rife-red to in or^er So. 77 * ea aot 
dellv -red te either of tba trains involved in this ncci-
demt* 



The @tm of train second «o» 5 expected its* right of 
tf*i§i to Helper Is aeeersaaee with ©r^er So. 59* aat upon 
• ' r r i . T a l at &*swell at is50 p* a. discovered train Mo. 18 
holding taa SKA )a llae* Tae hr^kea were imc&dintely ap» 
pll**d la « s s « r # ^ a e y <*aa wh!ie running a t a sp*<Nt o f about 
5 mil*** en biur It collided with tr«la I s . 18. 

? j » s t b c « u i d p«t?sen>T r trela Bo* IS, consisting of locomotive 
7$3, 1 baggage e r pad 7 oooohee* w«« ia charge of Conductor 
Wiaalow f i n d î inemam 5h«rs«r* At 1*25 p. a. t f c j a tr*in 
arrived »t Helper, U».*h, 4.7 utiles w*st of a.i»xwell, « r h e ? e th© 
conductor rtc«iw«*d « ci@',r«ac« o&rrf *ad tr>in o r d e r s Sos* 59 
aad 77, uet*d .«.;-ovt». The e^-nductor \.«d en fines'* a fsiiedj 
to re&d theee orders to ©«cb eth**r aad eostp- :*e them with the 
clearance c*rd, and reeeivd the iapressioa th ?t or:er Jto. 77 
annul i*d or*er M o , 59 instead ~f order 76* '•ffcey l*?ft lieiper 
at Is 1 5 p . m» • ith th® under* t4n4in*r thi-t they hs: the right 
to th** main Una • t tfaxwell* '*helr t r ' s w&e tbe first to 
arrive «t M*<xeell •••ad stopped on the main lln** bet. een the 
switches of the pe^sini? t r - r c k * $bea it s«s a w tht*t tr>la 
»#c©n4 So* 5 --ee net gbla>; to stop to t**ke tbe aiding, tbe 
lineman of t r ? l . ; No. IS att-'&rted to bnok up out the collision 
occurred before he. could do so. 

Hone of the c^rs «#r* derailed aa ft result of the collision 
*n<* o n y eliwht d*me$e ««*e ejumteltten by any of the e*ulnaem.*# 

Tb# an den appile ti<-.a of tbe air oa tr*.ia s e c o n d Mo. 5 caused 
tbe c o u p l e r to be pulled out of tbe forv«rd end of the h»<?.f? coach* 
tbe shook beltur mhtt esue^d the Injuries to tbe soldier® on 
- h i s train, while tbe forew of the Ispmot of tbe two l©eeneiiv«ss 
^sg what canned the injuries to tbe p n e e e n g T e ) ©a tr^Sa So* i#* 

*aglne»ea Carpenter, of tr i s second H©* 5, stated that 
fioeordi-g to train ©rier 8©, $9, vhieh b« held, bis tr*»in bed 
tbe right of tr<?ek from Price to Helper th«t t r i i n No. XA 
W H S required to t̂ fce the aiding fit Meswoil for them* Be mi<5 
that when be firat discovered tr«in Mo. l% on tbe neln tr" ok, 
his train *as ah at 6 cosch lengths sway ^n*8 th*t th*" »-.<*'*d of 
hip tr-in *ms ^bout 10 a i l"» tin h o u r , once shut off t*>«* 
engine and applied the sir brakes, th** flreoan fhn® c>*nlm- the 
sand throttir-, s n f l t^» 9 p « e d f hi a trft'a. R « reduced so tb-t 
c-t th* tlx© of the collision It v.as A b o u t 5 i s * 1. h - H i r , 

?lr^s**a "/orpin, of tr^In &e-co-- d «*r., 5 , s t s t d th" t fee r a s 

st--idinf in 'he r ^ n i - * * ; ? - of the iocesr^iv»? *hm h * - fir t. 
trria Ho. 18 sad *t tb--t t la» thought it > «?e on tfc» p»-%«lni? 
siding. *%en h-» dlacov«-:r-d th - t tbey « • o- t h « m»la :ir*» t h e 
t^o trelne wor<» about 6 or 7 telegraph pol^a ®p«rt j-nd he b*»» 
li«wea tfc-t h® oniled out to the eâ inesŝ a who ehut orr the 
earln® nad applied t h * ? o r - - k « » la ester-aaoy* nrile h * * opened t h e 

ssnil throttle. ftt?*„b«-r ftt'stt^d '.h t h s » r^^i t ! i € ? or vera n f e 

he iav riftbly ao«" , ea*5 th-it l-̂  expect --̂  th-̂ t %t :.n ;»c. l i 
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^glnemea £b@mer, of trala Ho. IS, stated th&t wfcaa 
Ms conductor gave aim bis set of orders mt S#lp^r, fee told 
Mm taat tee right-of-t rack order was *nnu. l«*d aad taat they 
were to meet tr*ia second % . 5 at Maxwell* The onglaeman 
eaid thet the conductor thea hurried ewey aad, as waa eustomtry 
whom ia e harry, they did aot read mad eomp&r® the orders rnlth 
« e h other. Sagiaesiaa Shermer r^ad these orders ©v«r to him* 
self hat stated th*t he did aot step to look at the irambmr mf 
the right-of-t rack order, as he h«..; fathered from the conductor's 
ressrk that the or*er had be«sa annulled, sad that tr?la seeoaA 
Ho* $ would wait oa th-?* siaiag. admitted that he violated the 
rule® by aot reading tb® orders to tbe conductor and ala© bv 
falling to obeok them agaloot tae clearance card. After reading 
the orders he handed the® to th® fireman wh« read them aloud 
hut sefie no oom eat regarding them* Spaa arrival et Msicweii, 
thinking that bis tr^in could h l̂d tbe mala tr%ck , he did aot 
take the siding aad «hea about hslf-way batwaen the passing 
track switehes &tm the amok® of trmia eeeond So. $ aad thought 
It %«e heading in on the elding et tb« most smlteh* then be 
met around tbe eurve aad saw the opposing trala vase oa the 
mala line Just east of th*> went switob, be stopped bis traia 
sad triad to beok up hut eould not gat the train started before 
the collision occurr^d. 

firemen Baggs, of traia So. IS, stated tbftt when 
the eagiaemaa banded tbe orders to hlxa at ^elpsr, be a*ld» 
RSl^it-of-tr*ek order annulled *snd we me-t the® at HP * w e l l . " 
Ee read the orders, not not icing the numbers oa tteem, sad 
received the impression th*t the right-of-traok order bad 
bean annulled aad that his train weld therefore bold tbe mala 
tmek et maxwell* fie stated tbftt he %res on tb* l«ft si*e 
of tbe locomotive lookl p out of the window «h«a he first 
--Uncovered tbnt train eeeoad i*o» 5 * " 3 S not tnkinr the 
elding sad called to the eagiaemta, *1a©as* fellowm sro going: 
to bit us.* fie then got down m tbe step wad jumped off tbe 
locomotive just before tbe collision occurred* 

3rakemaa tfuyon, of train No. 13, stated tbit be did 
not e-e the orders which t bo conductor received at fielp«r, 
hut tba* the conductor f i d hi® tbat they would me&t traia 
eeeond Ho. 5 at «foxwell* Sot having read tt-e orders over he 
supposed, tbat the conductor knew what be was about and 
ae he was buoy with other duties, he did n t̂ nsk tbe conductor 
for them. 



Thie accident far- eaus*wi &? the failure of the ©ad­
ductor aad enginenan of tr«ia Mo. II to r̂ a-; their orders 
to <*0ch other sad scrape re than *J tb tha clearance ©'srd* 
result lag- in their failure te take tb* sldl&r at Maxell 
for train ***cnd So. 5, vblcb tr^in, ••?- wording to train 
or3*r Ho. 59, had the right of traek. 

E«le Mo. 210 reads in part as folio*s: 

Those te sjhon the orSer la addressed, except 

engineer®, suet read it aloud to the operator, end 
than aien i t , • * » • * * * * * * # * . The copy for 

each engineer, with a clearance oi&rd, suet he delivered 

to hiss personally by the conductor* ^he eaglae r 

waxt read the order aloud to tha conductor ©ad 

understand it before ?>etlac upon i t . ^bile tbf 

engineer Is r@%dia$ the order the eondaetor must 

cosanar© i t tdtb his own. copy* 

•Engineers suet show their tr&ia orders to 

firemen aa' ba«d brakesMn, and conductors to their 

rear hre&emen or flapaea, who are required tc r**d 

«*d understand them. p£***nger conductors will 

ebbw all train orders to b*nd hrr-kamen aad tr-iia 

-sorters. Srskemea, firemen, f l -^en «md trula 

porters will mil tbe attention of conductor* sad 

engineers should order* ba disregarded," 

lad this rul© be«s fully ooa^liod *ltfct either ftBcineawui 

Saeraet* or frakemaa Guyen mj bays disoo* red the con­
ductor** error in hla understanding th'-t tr<*is order io* 
5? had been annulled aad the accident might thereby h«is*e 
been waited. 



Conductor ^laslow entered the sere-Ice of the Daarer 
& Rio Grande) Railroad as cr^feeaas in «hme, and was p»ro« 
sotM to conductor in September, 139S. In J&au^ry, 1905, be 
was discharged for responsibility in connection with a rear 
end c Hi si on, hut lis April, 1905, his sentence of diessiasal 
w«s ohaaired to r**-d "suspension" for the t i a he had b***a off 
*»n# he s tar ts work a&ala* la lovesaber, 1905, he was -appointed 
trninsaster fror. which position he resigned in Jane, 190i, and 
eraln asaua^d duties sa passenger ooaduotor* Sairlaestan Sheraer 
entered the service as fireman in t?eeeab«r, 1879, uxd vfn? promoted 
to ©a#,iaes&*m is July, 1&80* Hi?? sarviee record w good* 

i t the tiste of the accident Conduetor Vlasiow had 
b*cn om duty about thr*e hours a ft or a period of eighteen boors* 
off duty, while fbginenan %emer had be a oa duty ^bout six hou s 
a ft or a period off duty of about thirty-fire hoars. 


