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Pept of însportatioo 

library 
SepteffiDer 2 ^ 1 DDI. 

On Ju ly 19 , 1921 , t n e r e was a haad-end c o l l i s i o n 

be tween a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n and a f r e i g n t t r a m cn trie Denver 

& R i o Grande R a i l r o a d a t G r i z z l y , C o l o . , a l l i e n r e s u l t e d i n 

the dea th o f 1 e m p l o y e e , and the i n j u r y of 3 p a s s e n g e r s and 

6 employees A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n or t m s a c c i d e n t the C h i e f 

of the Bureau of S a f e t y r e p o r t s as f o l l o w s 

L o c a t i o n a^d method of o p e r a t i o n 

The Second D i s t r i c t of t h e Second D i v i s i o n , on w h i c h 

t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , , ex tends be tween Minturn and G l e n T o o d , 

C o l o , a d i s t a n c e of** 58 13 m i l e s , and "Is a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e 

o v e r w h i c h t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s , 

no form o f b l o c k - s i g n a l system b e i n g m use The a c c i d e n t 

o c c u r r e d a t a p o i n t about 1,000 f e e t w e s t of tne e a s t p a s s i n g -

t r a c k s w i t c h a t G r i z z l y , which i s a n o n - t e l e g r a p h s t a t i o n 

A p p r o a c h i n g f rom tne e a s t , b e g i n n i n g a t the s w i t c h , t n e r e i s 

about 550 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , f o l l o w e d by an 8 - d e g r e e cu rve t o 

t ne l e f t 663 f e e t i n l e n s t h , tne a c c i d e n t occur reo . on t m s 

cu rve about 300 f e e t f r o m i t s w e s t e r n end. Approacni r% fro i r 

trie wes t t h e r e i s about 1,000 f e e t of t a n g e n t , f o l l o w e d by 

tne c u r v e on >vruch tne a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d Tne g rade i s 0 75 

p e r cen t descend ing f o r ^ e s t o o u n d t r a i n s , The v i e w of t n e 

e n 6 m e c r e w s o f t r a i n s a p p r o a e n m g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t froui 

e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n i s c o n s i d e r a b l y o o s c u r e d by shruboery on t h e 



i i i s i d e of the c u r v e . I t T Aas clear* a t tne t i m e of m e a c c i d e n t , 

w h i c h o c c u r r e d a t about 9 07 o r 9 06 a. m 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a i n No 65 c o n s i s t e d of 75 c a r s 

and a c a b o o s e , hau led by eng ine 1120, and was i n cha rge of 

Conductor E l d n d g e and Engine^ *an Simonson A t E a g l e , 26. S3 

m i l e s e a s t of G r i z z l y , the ere?" r e c e i v e d a copy of t r a i n o r d e r 

No 10, r e a d i n g as f o l l o w s -

"Number t n r e e run s i x hours t h i r t y - f i v e 
minutes l a t e , and No 15 run t h r e e hours 
f i f t y minutes l a t e , l i m t i r n t o Glenwood 
No. two, e n g m e 783, run two hours f o r t y 
minutes l a t e G l e n v o c d zo f / inturn, " , 

Under tne t i m e - t a o l e s c h e d u l e , t r a m No. 2 l e a v e s Glenwood a t 

6 26 a.m , and G r i z z l y a t 5 3V a.m. T r a i n No 65 l e f t Sho­

shone, 4 71 m i l e s f rom G r i z z l y , a t 8 50 a m , w i t h no o t h e r 

o r d e r s c o n c e r n i n g t r a m No 2, and a r r i v e d a t tne ea s t s w i t c n 

a t G r i z z l y a t about 9 05 a m , 12 minutes b e f o r e t r a m Ho 3 

was due under t r a i n o r d e r No. 10 when tne t r a m was b rough t 

t o a s t o p , the e n g i n e s t o o d s l i g h t l y o v e r the s w i t c h p o i n t s , 

wh ich were l i n e d f o r tne mam t r a c k As tne crew knew t n e y 

c o u l d n o t back the t r a i n enough to c l e a r tne s w i t c h p o i n t s , 

i t was d e c i d e d t o u n c o u p l e tne e n g i n e , p r o c e e d to the w e s t 

s w i t c h , back tnrough the p a s s i n g t r a c k , and p u l l tne t r a m m 

on the p a s s i n g t r a c k The eng ine was u n c o u p l e d and was p r o ­

c e e d i n g t o w a r d the w e s t s w i t c h when i t c o l l i d e d w i t h t r a m No 2 

Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m No. 2 c o n s i s t e d of 1 b a g g a g e 

c a r , 3 c o a c h e s , 7 Pu l lman s l e e p i n g c a r s , 1 t o u r i s t c a r , and 1 



d i n i n g c a r , i n tne o r d e r namea, n a u l e d by e n g i n e s 782 and 785 , 

and was i n c n a r g e of Conductor G i l nor e and Engmemen T r e e l i t e r 

and K i n g I t l e f t Glenwood , ;ne f i r s t s t a t i o n w e s t o f G r i z z l y , 

and 4 88 m i l e s d i s t a n t t n e r e f r c m , a ; 8 .55 a n , w i t h a copy 

of t r a i n o r d e r No 15 , r e a d i n g as f o l l o w s " 

11 Order No 10 i s a n n u l l e d . Number tvio, eng ine 
782, w a i t a t G r i z z l y u n t i l 9.17 a. a f o r 
No. 55, e n g i n e 1120, and run two hours and 
t ^ e ^ y minu tes l a t e Glenwood t o Mm turn 

T r a m No 2 was running a t a speed of about 10 m i l e s an hour , 

w i t h the b r a k e s a p p l i e d p r e p a r e d t o s top c l e a r of the e a s t 

p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h , f o r t he pu rpose o f w a i t i n g a t tha t p o i n t 

u n t i l 9,17 a m , when i t c o l l i d e d w i t n e n g i n e 1130 

Engine 1130 was d e r a i l e d and d r i v e n oack a d i s t a n c e 

o f about 50 f e e t , but remained i n an u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n Eng ine 

783 a l s o remained u p r i g h t , a l t n o u g n i t was d e r a i l e d and q u i t e 

b a d l y damaged "Very s l i g h t damage was s u s t a i n e d oy e n g i n e 786 

and tne c a r s m the p a s s e n g e r t r a m . The employee k i l l e d was 

the f i r e m a n of eng ine 1130 

Summary of e v i d e n c e . 

On account o f i n j u r i e s and absence f rom the c i t y , i t 

was i m p o s s i b l e t o o o t a i n s t a t emen t s f rom a l l o f the e m p l o y e e s 

of tne c r ews i n v o l v e d , but s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n was o o t a m e d , 

corraled w i t n o b s e r v a t i o n of tne p n y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , t o i n d i c a t e 

tha t n e i t h e r e n g i n e c r e w was a^a re of tne approach of the oppos ­

i n g t r a m u n t i l j u s t b e f o r e t_ie a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d Under t h e 

t r a m o r d e r s h e l d b y them, the crew of t r a m No 55 supposed 
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t h a t t r a i n No 3 was running 3 nours and 40 minutes l a t e and, 

t h e r e f o r e , w o u l d not be due t o d e p a r t f rom Glenwood u n t i l 9 ,05 

a m. , and f rom G r i z z l y u n t i l 9.17 a. m , and t h a t under r u l e 89 

they had u n t i l 9 13 a m , t o move t n e i r t r a i n i n t o c l e a r a t 

G r i z z l y R u l e 89 r e a d s as f o l l o w s -

" A t m e e t i n g p o i n t s b e t w e e n t r a i n s of d i f f e r e n t 
c l a s s e s the i n f e r i o r t r a m must take the s i d i n g and 
c l e a r the s u p e r i o r t r a m a t l e a s t f i v e i r m a t e s , and 
must p u l l m t ; o the s i d m g when p r a c t i c a b l e . I f 
n e c e s s a r y t o back m , the t r a m must f i r s t be p r o ­
t e c t e d as p r e s c r i b e d b y F u l e 99, u n l e s s o t h e r w i s e 
p r o v i d e d " 

Tne crew o f t r a m No. 3 , hav ing r e c e i v e d t r a m o r d e r 

No. 15 , w e r e not o b l i g e d t o remain a t Glenwcod u n t i l 9 .06 a, m , 

but c o u l d p r o c e e d a t any t ime a f t e r 3, 46 a IT , w a i t i n g a t the 

e a s t s w i t c h a t G r i z z l y u n t i l 2.±N a m f o r t r a i n No 65 . At 

the t i m e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , t h e r e f o r e , c c t h t r a m s under 

the o r d e r s t h e y h e l d had a r i g h t a t the s e c t i o n of mam t r a c k , 

be tween tne two p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h e s , on w h i c h the a c c i d e n t 

o c c u r r e d . 

C m e f D i s p a t c h e r Wight man was on du ty a t the t i m e 

the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d and i s s u e d tne t r a i n o r d e r s i n v o l v e d ; 

h i s j u r i s d i c t i o n on t h i s d i s t r i c t b e g i n s a t Glenwood Mr 

Wi 6 htman s a i d t ha t t r a m No. 2 a r r i v e d a t Glenwood 8 minu te s 

anead of t ne t ime a t Jvnicn i t ^as e x p e c t e d t o a r r i v e He 

a s c e r t a i n e d from the o p e r a t o r a t Snosnone tha t t r a m No. 65 

was a p p r o a c h i n g tha t s t a t i o n and a s ne s a i d he was c e r t a i n 

t r a m No 65 c o u l d no t go f a r t h e r than G r i z z l y f o r t r a m No 2 , 

he f e l t s a f e i n a n n u l l i n g t r a i n o r d e r No 10 and i n i s s u i n g 

t r a m o r d e r No. 15 t o t r a i n No. 2 w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g t r a i n No. 
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65 a t Shoshone f o r the purpose of g i v i n g them a c o p y o f t he 

o r d e r H i s i d e a i n c h a n g i n g tne o r d e r s was to e n a b l e t r a i n 

No. 3 t o save t i m e by l e a v i n g Glenwood i m m e d i a t e l y , and have 

i t m p o s i t i o n t o l e a v e G r i z z l y p r o m p t l y on the a r r i v a l o f 

t r a i n No. 65 a t tha t p o i n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused b y the f a i l u r e of C h i e f 

D i s p a t c h e r Wightman t o i s s u e t o t h e crew o f t r a m No, 65 a 

copy o f t r a m o r d e r No. 15 , r e s u l t i n g m bo th t r a m s h a v i n g 

equa l r i g h t t o the mam t rack b e t w e e n the p a s s i n g - t r a c k 

s w i t c h e s . 

T r a m o r d e r No 15 »ias made c o m p l e t e t o the crew of 

t r a m No. 2 a t 8 47 a m. , whereas t r a m No. 65 d i d n o t p a s s 

Shoshone, a c c o r d i n g t o t he t r a m s h e e t , u n t i l 8 51 a. m 

The re was ample t ime t o nave i s s u e d t r a m o r d e r No. 15 t o 

t r a m Mo 65 a t Shoshone, and had D i s p a t c n e r Wightman done so , 

t r a m No. 65 would have had no r i g h t t o the mam t r a c k w e s t 

of the e a s t s w i t c h a t G r i z z l y w i t h o u t f l a g p r o t e c t i o n , and 

under t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t i s p r o b a b l e tha t t he a c c i d e n t 

w o u l d no t have o c c u r r e d 

C h i e f D i s p a t c h e r Wightman was employed as an a g e n t and 

o p e r a t o r m 1905, p r o m o t e d t o d i s p a t c h e r m 1907 and t o c h i e f 

d i s p a t c h e r m 1917. He had had more than 4 y e a r s ' p r e v i o u s 

e x p e r i e n c e as an agen t and o p e r a t o r on the I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l 

and Union P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d s A t t h e t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t he 

had been on du ty a l i t t l e more than 1 hour The c rew of 
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t r a a n No 2 had been on duty l e s s than 4 hours and the crew 

on t r a m So , 65 about 6 -1 /2 n o u i s , p r e v i o u s t o w h i c h they 

had been o f f duty 12 o r more hours . 


