
In m Xsvoitlgttioa nf saaiioot which oo«sTad 
on tho &«iv©r fti© Orsndu Foiivoad nnnr 

Ootopaxi, Colo*, Kovetnber In* 1»17» 

January 3, 1916 • 
On Hoir«fe#r l ? 9 1817, Wins* sne n mr«<tt4 eellinion 

betwoen t*o troop trains on th® Denvar & f>io Oro/id* Keil~ 
roed near Cotopaxl* Colo,, *hlofc maultod In the death of 
8 aoldiovs and tha Injury of 10 nolniern and 8 entployann* 
After ittfontigntion of tal« soQidamt th© Chief the Bu­
rn©** of 8ofoty reports no follow®! 

The Moand: dietrie! of tha flrat Divialon of the ttn«* 
•ar At Flo Grande Railroad exteo&n hetvoon Salida and Puafclo, 
Colo*, fe die tan oa of 95*76 alien f that ><srt on vnioh tha 
col Ileal on ocourred LA & alngle traok 11/4a ovax* VRHLOH tr^lo 
e*yr«*oat« «r@ governed hf tioootabl* and tmin ordar** 

fastb&nnd troop train Rd So* 16 0onelst#d of 8 BE&* 
faga eara, F Pul'aan slewing oars, 6 Pniinan touriat eara 
and a ooooooo* honlad oy loooaotiv* 1001, and wee in eharga 
of Conduotor Ssamalsar and &isi««&» &remmm* It laft ::<*• 
114* at 1*88 i*s#t and about 4*50 o«o« eon® to a *to*> be­
hind aastbound paaonngox' tmia 1st So* 18V the loooJwjfcive 
Of vhiob train wm«t removing nod order eera froa th* r*ar «a<i 
of e. f.tbouad frelaht axtr* 1134, 'Ahan train Cd So, 10 
oaue to a stop Its loooisotiva wis AIPROALIAT^LY £f981 faat 
ooat of Cotop&zl atetioa* After tain* 4elay*d titer* about 
an hour i t atartad forward* nad raovrd about 800 feet «tnd 

won traveling about 4 stllan an hour vaon it v«a* struck 
BF train 3d Ko. 18. 

I&atbound troop tr«la 3d So* 18 ooooifttad of c B&ts-
ge^e o*ra» 8 Vnlloaa nl#©piau e&rc, 1 G t # I - * sleep­
ing oar, 8 Pullaon tourist anrS| 8 box mm LOADED '.tn 
govon*nent oupplloa* and a EOOOAAOF hauled by looo&etiYa 
1177, and wan in ebarg* of Conduotor Kite and Sn&inoaan 
Sownher* This train left Salida about 2*00 a«o* a-d 
rlv®d at SW1COTO1O9 tha loot open T^L#gr«sph offleav 7*11 
•lilon 8alGBttd Salld* and 16#3 mlm tras CotO|>«L, at 3»£0 
a»su It * » * held, t:>*r* by tbx dlapato until h* eould 
get Into so^unioetion by bell signal vlth tie operator 
nt Cotope*i. the office et thet yleoe not being open at 
night| and learn v-hnt > es delaying fcraino lat aM So* 
18| I t left gnioitvol* et D#80 *«a« t MI4 ooliiaGsi ? 1th 
th® y#ar end of tr-r. m fd N.->* 18 naar Sotosoxl at 6*3S a*®*# «Ulo tr«v»llns at n ai-yca. of gfemrt 10 or IS silea m hour* 



Behind the caboose of trein fd Ho* i s there was a 
eoabiaatioa anil «nd beggag© o«>.r, which «**» being used 
ee e hospital ear* Aa a r#;»ult of tho ooliialon tbia 
0»a» forced the msboose af n mat a Fullssan oar ahead* tear* 
lag away th© euporetruotore of tbe ©ftlooea* Tho sosbiaa-
tloa ear itself teleeeoped the Pulla&n oer about half i ts 
lnngth* The wenther st the tine of aooident roe clear* 

In the vicinity of the aeeideat tue track follow 
tha oour&a of the Arfcensaa fciver, t; o grade being about 
1 por eent* deeeendlng erstvrard* Beginning et Mile Post 
19&1 1-1/S5 nilea rest of Ootopaxit and f<rooe«di:*£ east* 
wnrd the track ia tangent for 7£§ feet; then thoro ia a 
compound curve to the left 1,600 feet in length* which 
le of 3 degreea for 1*000 foot, then of t> degreea for 
800 feat, foKooec by 150 feet of undent traofc to the 
point o f coliistoa* Proceeding eastward fro* the point 
of oenident the tr&ek is tangent for about 100 feet, fol­
lowed by & S-dagr̂ fe curve to Ue rl.ht rbout 700 feet in 
length* A; i ro&dhine tho point of "coidant th<: view from 
an etntfeonad twin was llalted to 780 feet on tho f i r # * 
900*6 *ide of the loeoffiotlve cn<3 580 feet on the engine* 
Bin* a side, there bei&f: e.n «*«nta*nt and rock hlutf on 
the tanide of the curve* 

£n£i&en*n a r w s a s i of train TA So* 18, otat*d tKat 
his train left Solid* at 1,85 o*&«, in accordance with 
tm oxdur to run tbxm hour* late snllda zo .-ueMo* II© 
s t a t e d that hie train atop;-*4 oehind train 1st 2«o* 18 
vest of Cotopaxi at 4*30 a*^«, in mioh a j.o&ition thet 
he thought t.-.& rear end could bo aeon for 15 or no cor 
length* fro®, the rears thet lie vhiMtW out tha f t o , 
After his train h*-d etotid those .'.'bout hour, an engine 
tttsndlas oa n passing tsoeit whistled « signal for his 
train to proceed; h* called In his flagtaan, stertad the 
train forword, and efter It bed aoved about 7 or d oe,r 
lengths i t uan struek by troia 3d Ho* 16* 

Conductor Soboelsser, of tr?>in £d Ho, Id, at*, tod th*t 
whan hia train stored near Cotopexl he instructed hi a 
f l«®»n te go back end protest t.*ao train, and that he i*» 
mediately aterte& haolc* Ee aaid thet he then vent forrard 
to %'m station and at 5»£0 n*a#, after g e t t i n g **Corsvlete*» 
on an order, new* out end trlrd to give hie en l̂neann a 
signal to irooeed, but on account of trees and other ob-
•truetlonn ht vas not able to do ao, end hnd t.-.e engiao* 
aaa on a train standing on a pisfuin .̂ track thistle his 
c^lnenam * proee^d signal, He eteted that his englnaaa& 
then whistled tar th© flc^Bcn to some in} ©nd after about 
four aiautes the train started forward* fie £.lso at«ted 



*3» 

that i t i s a o t in ncoordor.oo >ith t v ; t ? rulea "or a flatgoaa 
t o he oalicd i a before tha t r a i n st »rte, when, « ^osriangar 
tVula i s duo, tuft that he -MO NOT oloa© anoû h t o talk t o 
t b e engineoaft; s a d figured that the en--.ina:i:;a v ^ a l d run 
the traia down t o the at* tioa at Cotoj>uxl ao t h a t t b © TMR 

end oould b e aoen for ot LETIHT e - quarter A a l i o f r o a & 

foi owiau trnln, then eto. aad o . - n i n the fln&ofiiu II • 
aaid t h a t b i s flagoaa l i e d b e « a vith hla about a aaat a and 
too U.»d wlwj/i. f a u n a air: a i r at OWH* In ©very ect. 

F l n ^ i v m Lm-.-i;.), of tr«* n rd No, 16, n t ' : * . e d t h a t . hla 
traia a to;;; ad o n tbe ourre v © » t o f Catopnxl$ and that ho 
$fv*abad Ma red Imt&rn r,r;d t v o r o d f y u s e w s , mvi and jot-
ton doua to the g r o u n d , before t'-o trein TMD suite atoJ'fad, 
Ho stated that ho sUaus*'*' he had three tor; cdooa on his 
lantern, but t(h«n ho got be ok he found that be only hnd 
ano; he ut dovn tint onr-, * eat HI^M A LI ' tie farther end 
built n fire, ehout C or 10 •folrv.ru. fc .-oles frou tho rour 
of M s trctn; N?A tUat f rou t ' ^ u t , oint he ;oul'J tR«ft book 
©bout D nil*-.* Ho Aid t:*.ct h« could not, wi> t!,e ree.r end 
of h i s t r a i n from t o , loco • aero ha t ^ - flfejciinc* beo-uuaa 
of the rook bluff end s out, He 8 t " t o d t'rttt he did not 
g o baofc AN for r # \ i u t r ^ r t by *>ul« 0o» boor- t ' i « • ; / a I 4 

then novo reuohed a ;,oint \;he-r» h < > o o u l . , t no t l u r g ^ b r ^ a 
aeon ao ••oil cut vhore he M..CV. He fu:-t..^r stttod. t-.«t 
tor ha hr.d beon ou t about >*.. hwr i.ft wes a. n ad in, «nd 

h o thought hi* t J P A ' n . ;.-ust r.v« b**on «ora s i . e a n 

tba f o l l o w i n g tra'n; &>nt t- on :t<;K.to£ ?: lO-i&iouta e d 

f u s e e aad stuck It In a >.io I n L - F d d - I I c * t'.sa t c . * - , 

opposite the ~oint *•".frro -md :.ullt t. ;n f rc, ?i,d ,-o;-t; 
it aouli b « s e . c a f.\:.n a fy l lo^ l^ traJn; ijru T,A% it t a n i e c l 

proijerly. I'o Si-.id t t h - v n . ..tarti,<* to m r i to*ard tho 
train, ST^;>- c d ;:l:-i*^d u, t . , v . ofpc- ^ n - d , revioualy 
i ) > O f d on * ):U T2'FAN\: j -.DU t a* ^ 1 dned I t u;/ b«o .use he 
t h o u g h t thHt , rc'bwbly f 5 " . o v l f i e trein * o u l d not LC:*« 
over It for i~.ne ticif e n d ? t JUIO oa^e t »; t tre: u n-̂ *a~ 
lefic delcy in i---.o*;<-«iyK; under fl«*j protection until it 
»ot aoraethin • Flap\cn lawia st; ted THET he aon-iû ed 
e b o a t fire ::..lnutr« In ! t 3 » i r ; | & - l b a ? t; t w ' ; s » U : « 

g a a to acve b of ore ho r o * o ; : e d i t , d t' - i c b . ; . . i \ . . ' : d the 
o*»boo&3, turn*d oî ut, «ud uc t v : c / l y 3 t ion ^f fc"e f . s i i i -

light on t ! j « orpine o f train ' ' d !-,a» 1 6 , t u i d t̂ rou^h 
a ' lndow. lie s a i d tn- t TSL&T %'ZTS caoldont C,IM; ® f j , t ; ; Lue r^a 

Of tr'.in 7d !lo, 16 told MM T a t he NOT r̂en f « u e « * 

f l e ^ u m Lav ia u t t t ^ d t . ' . p t i:b..ut 4 ^ -r:lnutec « f l , « ' t e a. ci» 
de.nt he, ,-,eaon;(fmied 1 ? ; ; ft uliit.'..ry officer r i i d NN^TAER 

M M T w s t t / ^ - a k t o look for i.e f w i i . : a } t!uit b e f o r e otrrtittt? 
ha t o l d then here the fuaeo .voul<; bf» found, en they 
g a t b&ok they found It lyin.^ R h o v t thr^e feet ae&t o f the 
v>oint vhero ho bed said i t ,uld He Htotwd i t 
va* about half burned s r , - ; l t e t i * v ^ t n hrohm oi r e s i f the 

http://�folrv.ru


tnm® aaa been struck by tha .Hot of n loeosotive. II® 
©aid, tbat after bo m& oelled in, bafara tha avoidant oo~ 
oaxrafi, ho looked b*©k timi he ed to pi&k up the tor-
S>edo and the fusee waa s t i l l burning. Fl&^aaa Lawla stated 
tart ho took a written «x<«jalaatloJt on the book of rules 
an July 10th, and that hie oonduotor hud givan hla a clr-
oular latter to nil trein &nd en^lneuaa, In^truotlag thorn 
to ueo awry possible oraeautlon lit the wmwmmnt of troop 
tralaa• ?ltegr,;«n Lewis stated t\w,t vhoa loeylae r^lida bo 
bad e aupi-dy of torpedoes, • nd .bile he did no t oount thea 
ho aattaily had at laaat fa» 

^gin#a«i Bows&ar, of train 3d $to« If, st? tod thut 
h© stopped e t SwiaaQftXa st about 5*16 or ?..18 a#eu» vantta 
tha teiogne^b offieo and the opart, tor told his: that trains 
iat and fd Ho* 16 hud not yot reaiaa Cotopexi tn that hi a 
train mm to be hold thare uatil tooy did yum Catapaxi, 
ana hl» train ttaarafora v»ea run In on t v « oltiln>jj at 4«&0 

the conductor CK<:r;e up oa tho angina vith &a ordar 
t h a t his train *w& t o aoet waatbouad i.4.,-3^©nr:cr train Uo* 15 
at ?er&2f»f, the o&ae place c t v&ieh tr^ina let kud M Mo* 
16 vore to meet i t , uud hi<> train ot once loft twissvale* 
Ba at.'»Wd that whoa a>i>ro«oalf*£ th* " l ie bo^rd t.-»«t of 
Cotopaari tbe aĵ ORd v*&:,, about ailt*a an hour; he ~-ao 
axpeoting to find » truin cnta; «xi te. vi*i-*b he a* a to 
daiivf r aa order, &,ui v-:*©a he rounded, tbe §«rir© **o ciftw tn© 
reya frost an alootrlo haaaliofct -hi eh he fc';ou,;ht w e froa 
thfct train, oa tho ©id© trc,«lt| &t elraout t a ^ a tl a ho 
an'- the raya of bis oxn hecallgat ahinin*, c-ts tua rd -idowa 
of tho oeru in trait M Ilo« 1C# %aKifMK*au B^TBH*.. ataaad 
taat ha a;<pilaa tho brakoa la ©morgonoy aa4 jumped tvm 
the laooaotive t If© •tatad taat ho did not aaa my rod 
light whoa appro*ening tho polat of aool&aatf aad that a 
plaaa of fusee whioh ho aaw after the avoidant had not 
aaaa bunied, but had boom broken* 

Firaaaa ftegosa, of traia 3d Do* l o f stated that b© 
tod boon, in the omploy of tho Dmmr & f-io Oraada rai l ­
road only niao dayai that aj^;revolting th© ;©int of aooi-
doat ho aa* sitting on hi® aaatoox lookinr ahead$ but 
thet ha saw no fuaea in that Tiaialty* 

Conductor leap, of train 3d No, 10, et; tod trttt tho 
apeed of tils trtiln mm cbout ZQ olios m% hour spj, rotohing 
tha point of collision* Re cvl̂ o stated th^t ctftor th© aa» 
oldont tho flmgaaa of tr&in p.a Ito, 1© hattdaa hl̂ ^ :̂ vrt of 
a f u a e e , but tnora mvj no indioption of i t a Iwvlag burned* 

Fla^saa l5ort#r» of tr&ia 3d So« 16, ot«,tod that t&-
aadiittaiy aftar the aooidaut ho at; rtv;4 back to flagj thet 
ho mvt th® plaoe whore tho fli^maa of train Jd tlo, 16 had 



fc";ilt n fire, four or five foot f ^ * o r : tH-e tr^ofe, hut tv,at 
a© did not *e<* any burned ar u » » d fu»-o, 

Tr«ion*i*t*r . * i l u v * , vbo ca&u rial**, ii* t t - os/fcooa* o f 

train Sd 2 * 0 • is t r e uocideot eeeurreo, :t..ten tret 
the pi eee a f t * u M w V ' . ieh l « e fle^cim of t r » * : t ' <i &o« It 
• • . l . w l a o d ha roor.M after : .ft fccoitla; t t.̂ out ti's.-^e. fourths 
v-.» full lengtH ' ^ f u fuaeaj t..i*. £4*00 u « u t..«* *»s't©ar«noo 
of having? b#:#n bro*f»n* Hi* *«»H i t * r̂. produced at a *%ill«* 
tury Court of A&<tuiry relative to t..« o<sa<se ot" tha aooident* 
£.114 retained by the orf io*r la ©tiSrfe* , f rainr.«stor 
Viioox at«t«d t.i«»t it h i * o ; intoo t ir t* a r i % ^ & a 

of traia Sd iio* 2d and - *ft to*» to<v«»do oa t e rail , * -.lea 
1*6 ulai»ad to h \ . v e j ' U t R u v - n iftver ^ l r < T ; - 4 u, , fcn$ seal-
doat vould h^v^ b«»en ay«-t*'d# .%e ooaaidawd t >*t fleĵ aa 
a flrat employ «»o* 

Diepetoner B- jmn, loe^taa rueblo, vtctad t>.at fcr* !ns 
lat aad id Bo* 1 6 . .lie!* *ere w • .act v « K t t * 0 M n d ooaaooKor 
tr*l& Ko* I f s at foml*t$r§ 8 » 0 B *sil<.!S* eont o f Cotopasi, ««re 
delayed ao loa,,̂  i«t ^otoc>axi taat a*,* eool.tal t;»«t tr«iln I**o* 
I S would a o * i>nv«* to * » e i t cuofc lo3i-,<?r at $>mleftf If tbe 
rare to allov train 3d iio* Id io card *̂,>i> - ] *o neet 
tr&sn No* 15 thezes and Ha Verwro.e ,.*r»»s tt»*u tr* < a 5d 
Ko. 16 to leuvtt Gvda*v*,.iO. 

Pule 99, of t.ie oper*t\tr- ml* a of itenoer * ?ie 
u r u A d e • \ t * l £ r O " « » read.' la ,,e't o» follow?'* 

•-a«a « nr.* in 1 * 0 topped t«v ;«n r-.ooiaai.t, 
etruotlrm, ar fro?* ot *es «aueo» f e fU-rf^D 
mu at i * ;ed i r I P l y , f O b e ck i' h sto * is i # ; r . a I a 
to f - T i y tr - ' n i?«;\vfr'. i i tr « 4 l , r e 0 -

tioa* i s t « oir.t oun«r .ir<i o f ... Ml*1 fi'osi 
tba roar of at a t r « > > a , u.uifc ' l«-<»e oa© 
torpedo tr,« rftJlj be p-anst >v-*a oontia«e 
so c o bao* «t l © 9 i - l o*̂ -S**Jtf of alia from 
tae ra&r of ais trasr. t wutt t*-o torr..«» 
do«s oa tha rail, sisrt;. f*-at »J. ̂ rt {tvo r«il 
lengths) | -vhoa he stuy ratarn no r - oinfe on^~ 
third o f ?>< mi3 e f r t ^ s ; t rwr r . 1 * ' fera«Cit 

ana he mist renein th^ r fe ant < i r*0"i)«fta by 
tha v h i s t l t f of his © r ^ , i n i y | but if * -a^aea* 
gar tr«in la due -ttrd 'a tea c i l - . * j ! W n , -.a mat 
re&eio untM it s.rrivat.4 "-:hm 'm mmma i a 

he vfill r«a»¥fe t;:e toryedo a< ar«nt to 
train, but t u « t-o torpedoe.** iau»t h-e laft on 
the rail aa a onutiun ..uj^cl to *\ay rol.o*»Jag 
tr^ia* At nl-:hfc h« T < i i l « 1 o i c Y i v > ? r , - r « ' * ? f " 

fueee burning aa t : * i r f u i K * I f tisfre is n o t 

a clear vitr for one-fourth aile to the raar 
of tra in, t a e t r a i n :mjdt etojo fe#fore ©filling 
in th© fifeiwn* and mow ahead at a fly<**d of 

for cna-fonrth ails in its roar* 



«$** 

This m®l&m% w&e eeueed h the failure .n' Flagman 
tewi®, O F T R E L A ci H Y , Id, | , r o ^ R L I T O protect the rear 
O F H L F - T Y * l ! I T efc»-fced T H * t **Wc h«- »t- rt* D fceek he 
r.ut>POB©e T A A T B O fc»d I H W C torpedoes c*a hltf li.aUm, H U T 

\ iCm H E >;t * bf-fck re fcu-.tf H E tr.fc - ' N I Y O N E ; rui-l thet H E 
DID SOT F J © brok any farther ths* he did h*e&use he eon-
• 'vnured thet *here re uouli; b*et ><*» *oen R - C - * ? , U F O L I O . I \ G 

train* Ee also oiaiaod t r » T h.en he c»-l.i«d in he 
li£t*#d fc rc-u fun?.- » N D L f. '€t 1<. l»u.T>IN, J H t > V t. 
t*i<& on his my bftjk to H I S trr.ln he :*ldWd up tro tor­
pedo h** H A D ;l^aed on t ">* % , r * O ' < , b"«*u»» v.* t*nv.*«t* I I « - T 

a T R A I N fo! im-hoo 3orro T I R : , E L E T « R " I H H T ^c^-dle- aly H E i- -
l . - V S - I ifi ; R . I ^ C ^ D I R V U I I Z E R F L - H T : V e-.-tl.v rter striking 
it* A D for tho fusee, ? I l ie Fir. -B^a Lewis E T R T « ? d t » « * T 

eftw t\e pocldwt v.r found I; < I S S E O F the funee srd It 
wu htilf burned* YET all the* ether e.t,loyes* ho ann i t 
stated t r'.% it had not Vj*-N.'-d, >ut v.S4 saly broHen; *td 
t'-e engine*-n - N D flrersji of tr:.tn 54 Wo* le -stated tnet 
tbey die* not sfo R N Y f \ : « I >;> bur-Mr̂ , t--.:-ir tr U H *,.Aro -sh­
ed t"f ;.aint O F -.ocident* The frtilnre ->f Hr.^Y-n Levis 
to t\r. i H E , I O , . o . ty su^H^tf v-*'.L to:. ;;«'Coei> B E ­

F O R E S T R . R T H S Y B I - C K T O F L V , * S U >3 Ms - S C " I H A In' A , i o.I*R * nj. 
la« -mly torv «do H * H « - ; , i-*cv V - t ? t: * . « u A S 
hia f*.llur»j «o 'X'.</ly * 1th F;ul«, 93 -S.R*A r « i n out T O flag 
IA vie*.- of t- e faet th&* the tViird af»etl^tt of Ma tmin 
was overdue \ H E una ©cited in, ̂  ?tt*<yi%,rA in^etts-
<-Me nc^llt M.- oo uin , .rt* 

th> t rn îner^ n r , - R U A R - : of v>r« la r<: !i >» IS* led ia 
his fla-^» >a I-*;*o 4 ^viav- a i , ti-.la tc# * - , A H u /ajfthiti 
tfc&t a elear t'U» rear t » U A oaul 4

 B * "n H A D 

for oac-f-'jurth U U L - . 
Fl&ii-iaa Le'-He MIT»->r*-r; e ** r̂rlije J : ' . .tij rtri iroad 

a* bink©.^.a July 17* 19l7 § N R > « ola :r re-K>rd* 

; . T T A E t hie O F A E O L D E N T f, 0 train 03 ' eu at T F I » * d 
L O . ie h I D h «>n on duty 4 H O U R S 3f;' R H R A U T " ^ , T H R -

giae ore*? 4 H O U R S IS rstauten* rhe tr;hi ?*r^V trr^A 
3d L O * id h « D bocn oa D - T T Y 4 h . S U R & t ^iaxu->-, n.c t»c en-
r,LTI« orew 2 hours 43 ^inntea* The shortest , C R I O D off 
D - t y of any ^euber 'jf tv? <jrer»,s involved, irior 4 T ; ' i « W -
i&3 oa T H I S T R T . , wsv, I X H O U R . ; 10 .'jin'-ite*. 


