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In re Investigation of asoident which ococurred
an the Denver & Fie Orende FPallrosed nesy
Cotopaxi, Colos, Hovember 12, 19017,

Jopusry &, 1918,

On Novesber 1¥, 1917, therev wag & rear-ené cocliision
batween w0 troop treains on the Denver & Plo Gruade Haile
road nesr Cotopaxi, Colo,, which resulted in Lhe desth of
& soldiers and the injury of 16 soldlers wnd B enployecs.
After investization of this soclident the Chiaf of the Bue
resu of Safety reports se followst

The second diatrie$ of the ¥iret Divizion of the Done
ver & Yio Grande Eellrood extends bolwoen Jalids and Fustlo,
Coloe, = dletance of 9876 miles; thet Lart on whioh the
colliew on oomuirred is o single treok llas over whick treim
movements &re governsd by timeetable and traln orders,

Eostbound troop train 74 Ho. 16 complated of 8 bage
gaze enrs, 9 Pullmen sleszing enra, 6 Pullmen tourist eara
and 2 cabovse, hauled by looomotiva 10Q0), =nd was in sherge
of Copduatny Sohmelser and Pacioenmen Greemmen, It lefi Juw
18da at 1 566 s.m., and about 4.30 a.n. came o a 8to. Dee
hind eastbound passenger treic lat Ho. 1€, the lossuwctlve
of vhiolh treln wes removing bed order csra from the rear ead
of eastbound freiant extrs 1134, heat traln &4 Hoas 1o
saape o & stop; its looomotive was & prozi stely ©,98) feaed
wast of Cobopazi atetlcn. After belns deleyed tuere uboub

an hour it started Torward, had moved about BUO fuet and
was traveling sboul 4 milen an houy +heft 44 wes struck
by trein 34 Ho. 16.

Baatbound troop trsin 34 ko. 16 oconsisted of 0 Bage

sge oere, B Fallman Elﬁﬁ%inﬁ earay 1 Ceneititels slegpe
?ﬂg sary § Pulluen tourist cars, 8 box osrs locdsd ib
governnent supnlies, ond & cabaase, nouled by locomotive
1177, end was in charge of Conductor Kefy sind Taginaasn
Bowsher, 7This trein loft Sallds 3bout 5,00 Gefte 4od S3=
rived et Uwigsvale, the lust open telagraph offlca, 7.11
nilez bogend Selids and 18,0 mii&& frow Sotopaxl, at 3,20
GaBie Lt wou held thozre by the dilspabto.er wntil he guuld
get into cowounlestion by bBell signal »ith tne dgperator

at Cotopazl, the offloe ¢t that plece not Lelng open at
nilght, and leern vhat es doloyin, brelus lst and W48 NHo,
18 i% Joft Swisuvale ut 4400 seme, and oollided - lth
the resr end of tralm 74 Ho, 16 nesr Jotopaxi ut 5,30 a.ne,
while trevelling 2% & sposed of sbout 10 or 18 wilex sn hour.
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Behind the caboose of trelan £d Ho. 16 there wes e
conbinstion neil and baggege cor, which win belng used
ee & hospltal esr. As & result of tho oculilislon ithis
gar forced the esbousp arwinat o Fullusn cazr shoad, el
ing away the superastrusture of the cfifoome. Thoe conbinse
tion car itsel? telessoped the Pullmen oor sboul half its
langth. The weather at the tine of acoident wos olear.

In the vicinity of the meeldsnt tie track follovws
the course of the Arkensas Rlver, tie grade belng about
1 cor cent. descending sostenrd, Begloning et Mile Post
193, 1-1/3 miles west of Cotopazxl, ond rrucesdily esste
ward the treck 1s Wangent for Y85 feal} then Llhore is a
sompound curve to the left 1,800 fect In length, which
i of 3 degreas for 1,000 foot, then of & degrees for
800 fTeat, followmd by 150 fest of tengent traok to the
peint of collisfom. Procesding esstward from the polint
of nooldent the track is tengont for about 100 fert, fol-
lowed by v Dedegroe curve to the ri 4t rcbout 700 leed in
lopgths A rouabhing the olnt of ~eceident the wview from
a2 esatbound traln wasz limited to 780 foot om the fires
nan¥s ei1de of the locomotive and 3850 fest on the snglne-
pent's slde, there Leins on embenkment ond “ock bhlutf on
the inslide of Lhe surve,

Inginemsn Gresuman, of train 24 Ho. 16, steted that
his trein loft Solide st 1.90 a.n., in szoserdanoe «lth
o order to run thrse hours late Tallds no sueltlo. He
stated that hie treim stop ed behind train lst Lo. 18
wvest of Cotopaxd =zt 4,00 seme, in such o 0oition theb
he thought t ¢ resr end coudd bo seen for 1o or ¥ eor
lengths from the rear) that he - hlatled out the floscnd,
After als truln hed atood there bout e nour, sn eoine
stending on & pesosing brask whistled s signel for nls
treln to proceed; he onlied In his flegnen, sterted (he
trein forverd, and efter 1t hed soved obout ¥ or J ear
lengths it vae struck by troin 34 No. lé,

Condustor Scemmelzer, of truin 24 Ho. 18, statod thet
when his trein stor-ed nesr Voiloparl he instracinsg bisw
flogmen to go beok mnd proteat the tralk, snd thatl he ile
mediistoly gterted hack, He ssid thet he thon wvent forva~§
o the stotlon and ot B30 a.m., after getting *Complete”
op an order, ocame out and tyicd to give hisz englnennn a
signal to »rocesd, bul on scopunt 2f trees and other Obe
gtructions he vas not sble to do so, and hed tie englbew
wen on & train stendin, on & pescin, treck whistle his
engineman » proce~d sizgnnl. He strted %het his englnemnn
then vhistled fur the Tlopmen to come in) and after shoub
four mimites the traln aterted forwsrd, He 1lso staled
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thet 1t 1z act in acsordscoc with the mules “ur o flagnan
to ne ealled in befere the traln starte, wnel » pusienger
train is dye, but thet he «ue not olose anoush to 4slk o
the englrenang snd figured fhet the enclgezan wagld run
the trein Jown to the atstion =t Cotopnxil s thet the reyer
end oould be assen for ol lemst & guarter of o alle frowm s
fol owing trein, then 2%o, ond o011 in $he Llogmen. e
grid that his flegmen had beod w»ith hin ebout & month and
Be Lad slwsye found hle Sledt oless 1 every s ocla

Fagren Loawis, of trefin 74 No, 18, ataad thaei hig
train storsed on the ourve voit of Cotopaxii and tiet he
grabbed hilo red luntevn end Svo rod fusens, and nud O0be
ton dovay to the goound belore Hte trein hed guite stojiped,
He atcted that he shoushsd he had fhree tor eddos on bis
iantern, but when he got beok hie found thad Le only hoed
one; he ut down thst onn, tant bask o 1itkle Parther end
bulldt s fire, chout € or 20 Pelo ra, b poles ron the reur
of hio trein; ond whst Cron oot olnt he sould sen bagk
goout o mdle, Mo ald et he ensuld not see hhe resr end
ef his tealin frow o Yeoaw - here b wan fleiolng, besause
of the rook LHlufy end 2 out, He stolod thot he 4ld not
£0 bBaok og for as regulrad b Polae 889, booeoase an oosuld
thon hnve recshed & Loint where he coul. not s boona
goen a0 well oo vhore ho wis. o furtisy sbetad font Liw
taor he hed been oulb obout . hBuur b weg o lled i, and
he thoucht ils tpa’n Lust  sve Leen Slven ora si.e an
the following tre’'ny Yhb Le tisn Thonted o llenioute  od
fusee ond giuek Lt In o lo lu Ue 3ddle »f the Bracsd,
oppoaite the .oiat »“ero Le Had Jallt Lo TTroy sd Lore
1t oould be deon foum e Pollovda, trefng oou bamt IE Larned
properly. He 814 %08 o phun Jbertrd to sun bovsred the
train, abop ¢l and Jdoved u, boo wappa.o ne nsd reviously
prectd on T he hrmany obo Lheb e Jidked 1t oy beowse he
thought thed robubly the ol lag trein would nev [ oss
prer 1t for seme Wipe cnd Tt 0uld ofGe t opl Lrsou nenfie
less dolay In  rreemily under fieo protestion until it
met somethin o Flagoen Lewls steted thaot he aonouned
gbogt Five sinutes In vunsles b oo B Bls dwe'ny, woler Ly
gab te aove Bofors he repahed it, 4 U 00 Cw Losroed Lhe
Sabiobs, turned clout ool e & oo rellestion of the Letiw
1ight on the enyilne of traln "4 No. 16, 20l hensod theough
2 - indow, o seld thot oftey $he vooldent o e inenen
af tradn B¢ Noe, 18 told Binm b 6% he g not woen Lho Pusvee
Plegren Levwis vinted Yoet phout 40 miouter elbker ¢ g aule
dent e, rooon anled Yo oo wilitery officer - 0d anaiasr
cen, went hLeow to look fox tae Fuwmlzy thet before sbryiing
e told them vhere the fusee would Lo Tound, :ud coen they
got bask they found 1% lviny sbhout three Teet esnt of the
woint where he hed seld 1t owld be, He sioted boant L%
wae about helfl burned and L e Ty, wBe hroken Off a8 1P the
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fuepee hed been struck by the ;ilot of & locomotive., He
sald that &fter he was called in, tLefore the scoldent oo
ourred, he looked back when he stop ed to plok up the tore
pedo #nd the fusee wue atill burning. Flrgosn Lewls stoted
thet he took & writtea ex-usinution on the book of rules

on auzi 10th, snd thst his conductor hnd glven him & oiryre
gular letter to all trein and enpinemen, instructing them
to use every possible preccution in the swovenent of Lroop
treins., Megiun Lewlsz sptated that vhon lesvings '31lds he
hed o supply of torpedoss, 64 vhille he 21d not eount thea
ho ususlly hed st least 8,

Engipnemun Bowsher, of troin 34 Ho., 18, strted thot
he stopped ot SwisoMele st sbout 3,18 or U,18 aie, ventto
the telegreph office und the opeystor told him that trains
1t and 24 Hos 18 hod not yot ronged Cotopesi = thst his
traln vus to Be held there aﬁ&il thoy 443 ynoes Cotopaxi,
end his trein thersfore vaun run in on tho alding) at 4,50
Gafiey the condoctor ocurne up on the engine wivh an ordex
thaed Bis troin vus to poot westbound wosenser Srain Ho, 18
st Fernleaf, the sene ploee pt whieh Tty ins lat vud 28 Hos
16 veore 0 wmect 1ty aud hli treia et onoe left Dwissvele.
Be stibed thot vihen s.provening the "1le bosryd vost of
Gotopexl the specd we. echout 7O milea en houry he wap
ﬂxgaﬁting o Find » troin ot Onto;exl e vhioh he wes b0
deliver an order, a.d vien he rounded the surve a0 onvw tne
Foys from sn sloetric headli bt vhich he thousnt wme froa
that treln, on the side truek} sb elnmost b e aree tl. o he
s the reys of his owp hendglicld ahdnin, on tne i :dows
@f the osru ln trali ©4 Hoo 10, Eancinewen Dovsbhe, steded
that he a;plied the brekes in emergenoy sud jumped from
the locomotive. He stuted that he d1d not ses any red
light vhen approzohing the point of scoldent; end thet a
pleoce of fusee vhich he saw after the acoldent had not
been burned, but had beem droken.

Yirenan Burgess, of trails U4 Ho. 16, stated that he
had been in the employ of the Denver & &ia Grande Caile
rosd only unine days; thet arprosohing the oint of acole
dent he was sitting on his smestbox looking chesd} but
thet he sew po fusee in thet vieinliy.

Condustor Keyp, of train 3¢ Ho, 16, stited thal the
gpeed of his train waz about 20 miles sn hour =p, roschiag
the polnt of collislon, Ho al:o strted that aftor the soe
oldent the flegman of treln £d dJo. 106 hended Lt ~ort of
g fusee, but there woo no Indicetion of ity hoving burned.

Flagmun Porter, of trein 34 Ho. 18, stutod vhet lie
modintely sfter the wcoldeut he siurted bsck o Tlagy thel
he saw the plece where the flogman of train 7¢ No, 16 hsé
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tiilt o fire, Tour or five feat fron the tIxuek, byl that
ne did noy see agy burned or usod Tugsn,

Yrelpmnbler %11uux, V00 emb Ihali, ik Lo sibuuse of
vealn O4 Bo. 3.5 wrsibben Lo @ n o0 Lelnh LOURITEE, LN fi rhet
Litg plede ul soe eLien Lhe flogoan of wrein 18 hos 1€
Gasised ne f$4&ﬁ afeor @& seolder bt s LLout thresefourths
vis PGil Reasih of o fures) bl. pAOGGS Lod Loe & OBTELOG
af laving heen brogsen,  fAm ossid L osen produced sl s mllle
tory Lourt of saculry relocive Lo boe osase or Lin gocldent,
Lt weas retaloned by tue officer in oharge.  Tralnioster
TEl00s sbated Lokl L6 weo Lle @ dnlol by L0 e Vi cag
of troln 24 do. 16 nnd oefe Bha korpado on Loe Teil, v loh
L elsimad Lo u¥e Jut GOWD o sRE 1860 piviod doy Lo 200l
dgont would heve besn ave-tode o gonaldarad toet feosn
& flrat glass gaploven,

plepetoner Froen, losstes 4 rarblo, oteted boet by las
lat acd (4 Hos 18, Mioh veye fu ool oe<tihoond passenger
train Nue A5 2t Fernlent, 8400 milas ennt of Jolopaki, <ore
delayed a0 lon, mt wotopax]l toct hw destisd Lhat traln bo,
15 would not heve L0 walt wueh loner ut Fernlea? ff Que
were to allow tralo 24 Ho. 18 b0 oroused wnd <180 noet
trein No, 18 therel wnd e toereis. o emudbbed L3a-a 54
Ho. 16 to lesve Swisaviio,

Fale G¥, of the oper-tins inles af han%? & rlo
brunde fnilvona, read. 82 e b 2 Toliow:

”ﬁfﬂ 6 Lrsin L aboppes Dy o o0iadnl, o
struobinn, or froc ol e Atuso, e Tle aad
muat Laedlotely S0 heer U'h *ﬁﬂ* gisnala
to shon sny trotn seve’nl ir Ll e feas GLTE0e
Li0fe HbL a p0lnt ounebrird of o SMi1e from
the rear of ulc troag, ov murt C leee one
Lernedo Lo Lue w*l, e ~uxt en gontloue
0 ¢0 baex st Jles:sl oro-BAXY of » alle fyum
e resr of nla Lruing g olodv 90 FOThée
does on thw rﬂil, piaty feet ». 87t QwVﬂ ull
lsngtha), L he 2uy retart t0 ¢ o Gind once
third Qﬁ @ mil% frorm b ¢ rear U7 Ba braing,
and he must renaln there unae.l ree-iiea by
toe v aistle of hils engineg btul 16 » H-80De
goer train is dae -itnin bter mi-uten, .o sugh
rensin anitil Lt orriverd Yhen he ﬁﬁmﬁ@ in
he will remove o toypedd pelaront Lo Loe
prein, but e Lo fornedases st be left on
the rail s « onutiun igaol to -y felliowing
Lrain, AL nil-ont e 111 el o leave ¢ e
fuses burning ovua b« traogs I teere le pnt
8 Slear viev for one-iourth nlle to the reay
of syrein, toe tralo suwest slew® before colling
in the r; and mgvm shead at = S@ﬁﬁ af

mileg pep hour
a%na & gntO TR ag v¥ I un mhruataﬁ
far enu~raur%h mile in 1¢s rear, N
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Thie ceolient wos ceused T the fellure o) Flagoen
Lowle, of traln L4 lu,. 18, r0. erlr Lo protest in r@ﬂr
of nie tysln, e abrted Phel «hepn Pe Bboviod beek
"““ya&ﬁé tnat he had three torpedocs on hle lua iuan, ‘”t

vhen he oot ﬁﬁﬁk ro fcund he Pad sy eney nnd thet he
&,d not 0 brok sny rarther thip he aga hﬂe U SE ﬁﬁ GO
:iﬁur&% &&&t thare re oould b=st he sogn Toon uw follo ing
trelin, He sleo olaboed Sred hon he wun olisd ir he
13“*@@@ & ro runco rad Ie7b i %»va‘uv 3 B Loaukg
g on Bis way hoask ta 2z teoin he ighed gp the Lo
peds he hgd Jloeed on hon truohy IR NG W L fgﬁt
g train fﬁfiﬁ%‘m{ goree Lire leter o Lont nesdle: sly be L o-
Yoyod o croensdin, whler fim v oectles  Fher ﬂir*kiag
14, A5 for Lha fasec, v.ile alm wren Lawvig steted tred
gftey too veoidont e Pouand ¢ cioge of the Cusee $“ﬂ it
wio uelf burped, yst sl the stier ey layses o gaw it
g%.%ed £ ot 1t himd nob %““““i, Tul ovee only hrov ?5, -4
e engloen n Jnd flrergn of troiae 34 ma. 16 stoted bbﬁt
they QL4 not 304 ony Dosen aralng cu Baslr vl w70 Ohe
ed tre ~olnt of wosldent. Ths follure of Fle oun Lewls
Lo soe thﬁz ﬂ WEG 230,00 T g diad wllh BoL nedaen Dee
Tore strre Brok fo Pl wmid tls oaeclon LW doiln owy
18 ""*}i’i‘!dl m"& a&O he el e v b Ly oLy, o8 ELE Ay
als fuiluze 5o maady v Lth Tule B9 ake v aon sub to flag
in wlew 30 Voe a0l Lhed the hizd gsgllan of %lis traim
was overdun Voo he wae oslled 1o, e reseatnd 10400UGwe
£hle ool oo e on Gl .

o
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woownhy U abin entnan of fue arold

4 Faglnersn Drowg w4¢, w7 vrﬁiv Fﬁ w18,
h&% il&w&rﬁ et o Laaviar ol
thet o &la ™ ¥iew LI L rear uuu @du»
for ouewlme ' Wil

Fleguan Levcle entorsd e 282 ¥
G5 DIAKes.a July 17, 1917, ~od ol o glelr resond,

L otie Ll of peoetident ¢ oo traln orew of trrin t4
Boe 16 had boon on duty & hours 30 ninultes, 1 e oRe
gine orew 4 hours 13 wimutes, The troio apov ol
od Hoy 16 hug b@@ﬂ ﬁa dity 4 bours & oLlgutes o0 Lof ulte
{Ans orew I hours 49 uiﬁﬁtem. The ghortesr zwr ol off
.ty of sny oeuber of U orems Whvolved, 04or Lo Abirie
ing on this trl,, woo 11 hours 10 dnuted,



