
July 26, 19U. 

Interstate Cossrorc® Cessnisnlony 
Washington, D » € . 

Dear Sirs* 
Mr, ?• F. toaghran* $m Attorney of Seranton, ?&•, on JlEy 

22, 1911, requested the Collusion to Investigate an mceident 
on the Bel&w&r®, Lackawanna Ss Eastern TUtilroted that resulted 
in the death of Brakaraan Joseph J. Uc5&liyt charging that the 
cause of the accident w*s» defective air brakes, and In n fol
lowing soMunlesatlon on July 1st, further oonpXsiaedi that the 
Informtlon he had concerning the accident wan tl̂-.t the air 
brske and other Sfefety appliance X&ws h&d been violated. 

On account of this complaint alleging violation of Safe
ty Appii&aee Acts, I fed Xsiapootora Duffy and Olbbons investigate 
the fiCOld«nt« A freight train, westbound, bundled by engine 
Ho. 5?4, with 29 loaded and ir. empty c<%r$t collided «ith & 
c-boose on the rear end of a train In the ynrds of the P . h. 
& ~. BR., Seranton, on June 8, 1911, at 10*43 P. M., and 
Brfck*nen *Ie8al~ y received injuries which resulted in his daath 
within a few d&ys. 

P R F T C A I R R X O I T . 

The Delaware, £»&ek&w&nn& & Western Reilrood Company* on 
June 3 th, ran a train from Hoboken, 1U J., to Scr^nton, 
with 41 c/,rs, 29 of thm loaded and 12 emptyt handled by en
gine So* 574• Investigation shoies that no trouble whatever s 
experienced, in controlling the speed of this trnln with the air 



braka® on trip ©ran on descending a gr&da* 19 &iias la 
langth, frost I»ahigh Susssit, Pa«f to Horaaiaa, Pa,, part of which 
is 75 faat to the alia* is coaclusivs ©videnc© that there w&s no 
violation of tha air br&fea provision* of tha statute. 

Upon ra&ehiag tha yard L I M I T 0 * at A P O I N T i&oout 600 faat 
from wh$r*j tha accident occurred, tha truck sensing clear, an~ 
Giaefa&a ralea^ad his brakes A N D train was drifting along at a 
speed of bstaeen 5 and 6 ailaa per hour W H A N he found tha tracft 
tasadLATELY ahead of hi^ obstructed by R A A R and af train that 
had arrivad just prior to hi a arrival, on which T H A aarkars of 
tha e&boosa war© at ill burning* At tha -pl&tea wh®ra this acci
dent occurred thara was nothing to obstruct the vi#w of tha 
an^ioaaan* Tha angiaassan'a atxitaaant is that ha teied lately 
applied tha nir hr&kast in ©urgency, but failed to S T O P the 
train prior T O it® drifting into tha csbcos®, crashing Brnke-

legally ^ho was in tha oabaosa A T tha tl&a» The rule® da 
not r«*?rair» freight tr&im* to F L A G In yard list Its ©ti A R R I V A L at 
t&rmin&is aa waa tha A L R E U S S A T A N C A S In this cs»A* Tha rnlos r*« 
Q U I R A that an&ina&aa srast at all ti&a whan in yard limits hava 
their trains under control and be sraparadl to stop. 

The eauaa of t ! D 3 nevident was tha failure of the angina* 
aan O F angina 3o# S?4 to properly control tha spaad of his train 
» G rac;air<id by the rulas» He IRAA held wholly responsible by 
th* P* I*. % F . EH. Co,t ,?MD aua^endod frogs service for 60 days 
A N account of tha accident • 

RB& pact fully S U B S 3 I T T 0 D > 

Chief Inspector* 


