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Jo n* Investigation of aaairt**** on th« 0*l**AFaf 

L&ttiLavmnik & w»st&jm fti&l^omi* Aaai* ftaHata«4« ̂ a*# on 
OtftoW 16, 1018, 

On îtofeer 10, li'in, waa 4 ye«jp**is<? 
©oil i« ton t«o tfr^i^st train* on th« #*lJttmr% 
taett&wruuuii * ^£at«n% ft&iiTYHfet. n*a* H«illat«*i» 
rotating in tha> •}* -.th of two m*$l. jr«»»» 

.».ft̂ r ln*«S0ttgfttlan« i to aybtit 
following i**»rJPt> 

11ii8 auaifl̂ u'S cjKsowrr̂  1 on th® Sor&n ton *'i vision 
of tn« 3*lj»*fcr<et i«&aj£aw&nnA 4. w«r*twi %ll^aet» St 10 
a Amtfol̂ -Sr-̂ ok line, ̂ ulnisM *,ith tw>*am, low*** ema^r&nt, 
aastoisatlo tHoeit *l*?n»lo <*tf rflswtl al"jtp tjfpa, tha 
aliinala ar* no ar vtnĵ f tn^t ̂:n*n a nlo<*fc 1$ *>oou#i*« 
the .vlj*ot aî nutl to th* rftay t*i« t**-in indicate* t?t$p* 
both 9wnr-hop«a twin^ hc-lr^m..*!. 5i* a*o$n& al»̂ tfll to 
th* way of tha tpuln lr . i:lca«^u*"on, th* iippa* s^mpHor* 
being horizontal -in! th* J'Jv5^ aewatiho**** M a g at an angla 
of 40 da^raaa. th^ thir4 m^pnl in the j^&r lnalo»t&* 
alaa.r̂  tsoth aeipftpho a-tar n̂gl<* <*£ 4B de ^ ^ a . 
Approfcohin^ th« ?v>lnt of th<s aaa.V **nt f^nt tha «a«t the 
traofe 1? 9t*ftifijat ftfr 4. 41*tame- 4#6?g. f*«t. 

?h* trciina lnvoltfaJI fn thi* aootdant fmat«* 
bountl *J£tr«i ."it tr*v«a 7eg. :«n£ 75.% '£»tr» 740, 
aanal&'lnfe <%t •"flfcl".-* u ' lo"ui«dl aajf«t In #har$a 



of Oondustor Sstitfe w Sn glows an Siahoney, l^ft -imira, 
At p.m., Ootober 17th, fifteen HlnuW 

lat^r, at 11 130 p.a., <^tra 768 left ^nlra with an-
gits 756 ond 38 Ija-iftd oprs, In shargo of oon'nstor 
Hill anil .r^lnmiimi K^anond. Both th«s« trains reached 
8inghaiaton» yard* ^o clear <*as t-bound p a F s e n g ^ r tr?in 
-?o. 14 at a.nu, on Ootober 18th. After th* ae-
parturs of ?o, artrn &3. 746 left Bingfcs&ton, n»w 
yar-i, at 4*53 a.m., and n topped about 1 alio weet of 
Hslletead, a station 14 iSll&a diatant frora Blngharaton, at 
5s 38 a.'a., to a eon re a ĥ lps-r engine to assist tho train 
into ttallst<*ad ya**'*. ôylntnaan Kahonoy aotind«d thra^ 
bleats af tĥ j whiEitl* as a signal to tha helper entwine, 
an: then g a v e ttx& whittle- signal for a flagnan to go 
bao& ana p r o t r n t th-? r~ar <m3 of hJLo train. 

Flagman Xoung of estra 740 stated that as 
aoon as hin train a to ha left tha oaboose with on* 
red and on** w h i t e lantern, four torpedoes and one rsd 
fuaee. Ha atartad back in the direction of the approach­
ing train, but had gon* only 75 feet froa the rear of his 
train whan his r«sd lantern wwnt out. then returned 
to th© a a h o o s a for another red light. After procuring 
the s<*oond r*d lir̂ iit h*> aealn started beok, but had 
reached a nolnt only about 260 feat in th*» rear of hi a 
train whan ha saw «*tra !lo. 7S§ approaching, gavo 
a ntop si oval with the r*»d light, and *hen th** pnglneer 
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failed to acknowledge tho signal he used the whits lantern. 
He hid not uee torpedoes or fusees, stating that he was 
so soared he overlooked It. Extra 753 passed the flagman 
at a speed estimated to he & or 10 miles per hour, and 
collided with the rear of train 748 at 6s48 a.m., 
killing Conductor Smith and Brakeman Farber who were in 
the oaboose of extra 745. 

Extra 758 left Binghamton new yard at 5:02 a.m., 
Seven minutes later than extra 746. Engineraan Hammond 
found the first block signal east of Binghataton in the 
danger position and brought hie train to a stop. 
After thia signal cleared up he proceededj thinking that 
he might have to stop for tne next signal also, he ran his 
train slowly and the nest signal went to the oautlon 
position before he reached it, allowing hira to pasa by it 
without atopping. The next signal was also in the caution 
position, but the next suoe*?"dln£ one was Clear, Indicating 
that two blocks ahead wero unoccupied. Thia was the 
onl^ olear signal that -.jnglneman Hammond reoeivod between 
Binghamton and the plaoe of the aooldent, the other signals 
being at caution when he parsed by them except the on? 
immediately In the raar of extra 74S, whlah was In the 
danger position. 

Snglneraan liammonr* aaid that when he passed a 
caution signal he knew that th^ second blook ahead of 
him was occupied, and he ^o^oted to find the next signal 



In advanae in the atop position in eaae the train had 
not yat paused ant of the bio oft ah»ad. Aftar passing 
th® last oaution signal previous to & e aooident ha etched 
for the ai^nal qontinuo isly but the weather waa very 
fagf.y and hs tumad around at an« tliaa to work with hi a 
injaotor and pajsa&d the signal without iseaing it shlla 
hia attention ^a® diverted ia that way. H® ran by thia 
stop signal a -ilstanae of 2,869 f^t to tha point of 
sollialon. 

fog b̂ gjan to get very danee at Cor&lin, 
thg first station wast of Hall^t^ad. In apota It waa 
BO foggy that the headlight had no affeot* and than again 
for a little lifitanae, aay th© Ion* th of the trtin, it 
wsjj •soselhlo to sea S or 3 oar lengths ahead. At the 
tisae tha flagman flagged him £n#ln«uan ^ almond a aid that 
it not possible? to se^ than 2 oar lengths, ^e 
was not dapendlng upon a ^lag, hut was expiating to find 
the block againat Mia, pr in the o&ution p&altton. He 
Jcmm that train ^xtra 745 was ahead of him aad exp«o£@d 
to find a flag whe»n it stopped for fee helper, hut on 
aoaaunt of the fog he vm.$ partially loot and ©xpaoted 
to find on«̂  aora hlook ĥ ttrae-n the ana he paaaed In the 
eautlon position <and tha r*ar and of the proofing train. 
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fhis aooldent was oauasd by the joint failure 

of Snglnaraan UmmonA and Fia^ean Young to perform tha 
reapedtlve duties istpoaad upon them by th* rulas of tho 
railroad company. Hula ftp. 4 of th© Delaware, Lacka­
wanna <s eetero Railroad r^ads &a follows? 

"inglneiâ n finding a diatant signal at Caution 
must itsffipdiately bring their trains und<*r oontrol 
and be pr&par^d to stop before reaching til© horae 
signal* 

î ul® 3o, 6 rsado as follows! 
In foggy or storey weather, englneiaon auat 

approach both diatant and hose signal9 with grtat 
oare, and have train und<?r oontrol. Thia applies 
to tooth automatic block and interlocking. 

Tlioa© rules -̂ ar* diaregarded by ^hgin&aan 
"stsEJOnd, Bfto ad&ittod t;mt hn failed to obeerva the home 
alf̂ nal after flitting tiia distant signal at oautlon. 

Notwithstanding th® failure of Sn^ineaan ^ramond 
thi# aooldont HOUVL not hnvf* ooourrad had Flagraan ¥oung 
properly performed his *uty. *rain 748 stopped at the 
place of thf* aeoid^nt ai, UsoU u,<a., the oolliaion 
ooourres<-> at dJ4B a.m., l. i ninutea lator. The flagman 
th»r»fore has aapla time tso take all neooasary precautions 
for the protection oi hi** t"ain. Following the aooldent 
at Coming* ^.2., on July 4, 1:J12( the Oelaw^re, l*aokaw«iwsi 
& Astern riailro&d Company issued revised flagging re^ula-
tionfi r«»«dinfi an folloiyRJ 
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&uln 39. ®hm a train eta pa or is delayed, 

under eirourastanoea in aMoh it asay oa ov̂ rtafean 
by another train* tha flags!an amst go baa it lajaswltately 
slth atop eign^la a sufficient distance to insure 
full protfjetlon and plaoe one torpedo on the rail. 
Aim recalled ?nay return to hie train* first 
removing t»i« torpedo, exaapt In foggy or stormy 
weather or should other eondltlone r*"itlr* Ity when 
he will olaoe an additional torpedo on tha rail 
aot sore than tm hundred feet from the firat on©. 
(Torpedoes should be planed not lee a than twelve 
fast from rail Joints.) 

09-(a) The front of a train anst fee protested 
in the gatae way, %h#n necessary, by the baggagfaman, 
if onn p r e s e n t , otherwise b y the ht»ad trainman and 
in the abaenoe of both, by the firenan. 

9£-(b) dien naceaasry, red fuaeea isuet be 
uaed in addition to other Btop signals to insure 
atopping traina. 

99-(o) at nlyht, and in fog or *&vere a tors, 
day or nl^tt, flagman will, »hen rattan**;, plaee 
one lighted gre«n fuaae upright outside the rail 
on m laser*a aide, In addition to pl&olng torpedoes. 

09-(d) Urra«*n fuee^s, as g»ay be neoeaaary must 
be dropped off at Intervala to ineure prot^tion. 

9̂ -(<») In etottsy or foggy weather, the flagman 
raust not ha replied «hen a flrst*olaaa train ia 
due. 

99-(f) 'i*orpe4o#a exploded by hand, T e l o o l p a d * 
or gasoline oara imiat be at ono© repl&eed^ 

Theea regulation© tmre not observed by Flagman 
"(oung. He failed entirely to use torpedoes or fusaes 
and did not go b^ok aa far aa he might have gone in the 
tltae at hie disposal. On aooount of the heavy tog pre­
vailing f*£tra precautions a^ould have been taken, anfl graen 
fuBe*9» should have heere dropped off at Intervals, ae 
provided in rule 9P-U). Knowing, also, that his train 
would atop w«*«t of Halls tend yard for a helper, in 



aooordanoe with th© uaual ouatota, TXagtoan Xoung should 
have dropped off th<? oabooaa socae dietanae b&afe* before 
the train oaae to a full stop. Conductor 3mlth* who m a 
killed in the oolllaion, should have ins tooted t&e nag-
man to do thi«, eepeelally in vie* of tha weather aondi-
fcionar and should have satisfied hiraaelf that a flagaan 
was ta&ing all proper precautions for thts protection of 
his train. 

-nglnsraan dararaond entered, they service of the 
--rill road fireman in 1904 and wa,e promoted 

to engiaao&n January 14* 1010. He had bean regularly 
employed as an engiaeta&ti ainoe September 30, 1910, *1a 
had ~bmn givan deserlta on two oooaalona since his pro­
nation for minor Izifr&otitma of the rul^a, but otherwise 
his roaord waa alear, 

l̂aĵ aan ̂ toung entered the aervlae of the 
eonpany as a trainman in 1905. waa suspended tan 
days in 1910 for overlooking a switch whioh waa in the 
wrong position, bat aside from this his record was goad. 
He u a d been employed flagman since Marah 9, 1912, 

A H of the Affiployee* involved in thia aooident 
were marking in oonfonaity *lth the provisions of the 
hour© of flerviee law. 

She o.lroum*t&noeB entering into the o&uae of 
thla aooident are In all essential p&rtlaulare the same 
ae thoae whioh l*d to th<* accident at Saet Corning, M.lf.» 



on tha Delaware, LaakiAw&nna & Was tarn Railroad, on July 
4, 1312, At 3aet Gaming the weather was foggy and the 
engines; an fall ait to obey tha Indlo&tlon of two fixed 
signal a, on- at caution, the other at atop* due to his 
attention being diverted froa tha tr&ek by hla injeotor. 
At Hallstead ths weather waa foggy, and the englneaan 
failed to obey the indication of two fixed signals, one 
at c m U o n , the other at atop. At B&tiatead the englne­
aan mv the caution signal, and waa looking for the stop 
signal, but parsed the latter without observing it, due 
"o the d>na* fog and the fact that hi* attention waa for 
a short tlra-? diverted from the traok by hie lnj 0 0 tor. 
At &&at Corning th<? flagman waa b&ok a sufficient diatanoe 
and used a green fusee* as well as hand signals, whlah 
would have given the enginaraan warning in tiae to have 
enabled him to avoid the oollieion had be observed them; 
but aonsidering the oon-Utlon of the weather the flagman 
exercised poor judgment in not using torpedoes as <vell 
as hand signals and a fuse*,. At Hallstaad the flagman 
did not go back a sufficient distance, and failed entirely 
to perfona his duty. 

ths elrauraetano^s of this and oiailar accidents 
estpfaaeize the inadaquaoy of signals and rules alone to 
prevent serious train aeaidents. Ho signal syatea, however, 
admirable, can prevent aeoid*mta unless lta indications are 
observed and obeyed. So rule, however, explicit, o&n pre­
vent aaeidants unless its direction is followed. 


