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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WEICH OCCURRED OKN THE
DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WES1ERN RAILROAD AT GLENBURN, PA.,
ON JULY 22, 1821.

September 17, 1921,

On July &3, 1231, there was a derailment of a Passenger
train on the Delaware, Lackasamna & Western Railroad at Glen-
burn, Pa., which resulted in the death of 2 employees, and
the 1njury of 79 passengers, 3 mail clerks, and 3 emplovees.
After investigation of this accident the Chief of the Bureau
of SafeSy reports as follows*

Location and method of opera.ion.

This accident occurred on that part of the Scranton
Division extending betwseen Washington, . J., and Binghamton,
N. Y., a digtance of 135.55 miles It 18 a double-track line
over which trains are operated by time-table, train crders,
and an automatic block-signal sysiem. The accident occurred
at a point approximately 3,000 feetv east of tkhe station of
Glemburn, near the western end of a &-degree curve to the
left 1,584 feet long, the grade 1s 0.683 per cent descending
wegtward. The track 1s laid with 1l05-pound rails, 33 feet
in length, with 18 or 1¢ treated ties to the rail-length,
ballasted with 18 inches of crushed stone. Tie plates and
scre v 8pikegs are used, the gauge side of the low rail on
curves being double-spiked. The track and roadbed were in
gcod condition and well maintained. The weather was clear
at the time of the accident, shich occurred at about 3.25p.m,

Description.

The train involved was westbcund passenger train No. 3,

in charge of Conductor Simrell and Engineman Coolbaugh. It
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coasisted of engine 1120, 1 mail and vaggaze cur, 3 coaches,
1 dining cer, 1 Uil an slsepirg car, 3 Pullman garlor caTs
and 1 Pullwen ckegrvation parloT car, 1n the oruer nareu, all
of steel constructiym. The tTain lelt TFciantea, Pa., 2.90
miles east of Glemburn and the last regular stod for Qassen-
gers, at 3.01 2 m.,, left Clarks Sumuit, 3 53 miles from Glen-
burn, at 2.21 p.m., and was deraeilea while travelling ai a
spesd estimated to have been about 50 miles an Lour.

The leaain; gair of engine truck wieels wre first ue-
railed, after mich the train continued a ailstance of more
than 3,500 fe=t to the point vhere the derailea wheels case
in contact wi1tn the trailing swsitch of a crossover Cconiec ilng
the two maiwn tracks, .est of thie point the tTrack was torn up
and tkhe forward port.on of the train .as asratlsed The engine
came to rest on 1ts Tight side across both mair tracks, with
its rear end against an engine which was standzing on the slow
eastbound track, south of the t.o main tracks. The first
four cars were aerailed and considercebly damaged. The ewn-
Ployees killed were the engineman ana fireman.

Surmary of evidence.

The first knowledge mwembers of the train crew haa of
anything wrong was when they felt the severs shocks at the
time the train was entirely derailed, thev estirated that the
speed at the time was 45 or 5C miles an hour on geing cack
to flag after the accident, Flagman Giobons ncticed wheel
marks on the ties for a distence of about 1/2 mile, and at a

point about 4 feet west of where he saw ths first wheel mark
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he JTouna betwseen the rails a nut shaich appeared to have been
Tun cver,

Examination of the rat, founa by Flagman Gibbons, the
original dimensiong of which apparerntly had been 3/4 inch in
thickness and 1-3/4 inches square, showed that the shape of
1ts under side conformed to the curve of the running surface
of the right or ocuter rail of the curve. There was also
found on that rail a pronounced stain orT impression of the
sane ghape as the nut, which indicated where the nut had
been at the time 11 was struck by the forward engine truck
wheels, this point 4as a short distance east of Jwhere the
derailea sheels fi-s; began to mark the ties. There was no
impPpression on the Jheel sinilar to that made on the rail.
The mut was of a softer grade of steel than either the rail
or wheel, apparently accounting for the fact that 1t made no
pronounced rndentations upon them. The marks on the tieg be-
tween the point shere the nut was found and the crossover
swiuch where the wreckage piled up were not sufficiently se-
vere to necessltate any repairs to the track, those made by
the left wheels were mc'e pronounced, while those made by
the right sheels were very light, some of the ties not being
markea, /

Further investigation showed that there .as a circular
marz on the Tunning surface of the left reil made by & wash-
er; this washer was alsc recovered, Other muts, as aell as
bolts, were found in the vicinity, the appearance of wvhich

indicated that at some previous time they had been Tun over



while on the rails.

Conclusgicn.

This accident was caused vy a 3/4-inch mit being placea
on the track by some unknown Jazty.

All of the employees involved 1n this accident were
experienced men. At the time of the accident the eéngine crew
had been on duty about 1-1/2 hours, after more than 34 hours
off dutvy, the train crew had been on duty about 4-1/23 hours,

after more than 17 hours off duty.



