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I N RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
DELAWARE, LACXA WANNA & WES1ERM RAILROAD AT GLENBURN, P A . , 
ON JULY 3 3 , 1921 . 

September 17 , 1921 , 

On Ju ly 3 2 , 1 S 3 1 , t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a pas senge r 

t r a i n on the Delaw/are , Lacka .^nna & Wes te rn R a i l r o a d a t Glen-

b u r n , Pa . , which r e s u l t e d m the dea th o f 2 e m p l o y e e s , and 

the i n j u r y o f 79 p a s s e n g e r s , 3 m a i l c l e r k s , and 3 e m p l o y e e s . 

A f t e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t the C h i e f o f the Bureau 

o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f o l i o # 8 ' 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the Scran ton 

D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g b e t „veen Wash ing ton , N. J . , and Bingham t o n , 

N. Y . , a d i s t a n c e o f 135 .55 m i l e s I t i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e 

o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y T i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , 

and an a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem. The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d 

a t a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 ,000 f e e x e a s t o f t h e s t a t i o n o f 

Glenburn , near the w e s t e r n end o f a 2 - d e g r e e cu rve to the 

l e f t 1,584 f e e t l o n g , the g rade i s 0 .682 pe r c e n t d e s c e n d i n g 

wes tward . The t r a c k i s l a i d tfith 105-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t 

i n l e n g t h , with 18 o r 19 t r e a t e d t i e s t o the r a i l - l e n g t h , 

b a l l a s t e d /a th 18 i n c h e s o f c r u s h e d s t o n e . T i e p l a t e s and 

s e r e v s p i t e s a r e u s e d , the gauge s i d e o f the l o w r a i l on 

c u r v e s b e i n g d o u b l e - s p i k e d . The t r a c k and r o a d b e d were m 

good c o n d i t i o n and w e l l m a i n t a i n e d . The weather nvas c l e a r 

a t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t , jiihich o c c u r r e d a t about 3.35 p.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

The t r a m i n v o l v e d was westbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No, 3 , 

i n charge o f Conductor S i m r e l l and Engineman Coolbaugh . I t 
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c o n s i s t e d o f eng ine 1130 , 1 m a i l and b a g g a g e c a r , 3 c o a c h e s , 

1 d i n i n g O€T, 1 r-u.li d,n s l e e p i n g c a r , 3 Pul lman p a r l o r c a r s 

and 1 Pul lman o b s e r v a t i o n p a r l o r c a r , m the o r a e r narreu, a l l 

o f s t e e l c o n s t - u o t i The t r a m l e f t S c i a n t o n , P a . , 9 .90 

m i l e s e a s t o f Glenburn and the l a s t r e g u l a r s t o p f o r pas sen ­

g e r s , a t 3 . 0 1 p m. , l e f t C l a r k s Summit, 3 53 m i l e s from G l e n -

b u r n , a t 3 .31 p . m . , and was d e r a i l e d , g r i l l e t r a v e l l i n g a t a 

speed e s t i m a t e d t o have "been about 50 m i l e s an hou r . 

The l e a d i n g p a i r o f e n g i n e t r a c k ' c e e l s jere f i r s t u e -

r a i l e a , a f t e r c i i ch t h e t r a m c o n t i n u e d a d i s t a n c e o f more 

than 2 ,600 f e e t t o t h e p o i n t vine re the a e r a i l e u . wheels c a / e 

m c o n t a c t - v i t i the t r a i l i n g s w i t c h o f a c r o s s o v e r c o n n e c t i n g 

the two m a m t r a c k s , « e s t o f t h i s p o i n t the cr^ck was t o r n up 

and the f o r w a r d p o r t i o n o f the t r a i n < as a e r a i l e a The e n g i n e 

came to r e s t on i t s r i g h t s i d e a c r o s F bo th mam t r a c k s , w i th 

i t s r e a r end a g a i n s t an e n g i n e which was s t a n d i n g on the s l o w 

eas tbound t r a c k , south o f the t-vo mam t r a c k s . The f i r s t 

f o u r c a r s rfere d e r a i l e d and c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged. The em­

p l o y e e s k i l l e d were the engineman ana f i r e m a n . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

The f i r s t knowledge members o f the t r a m c r e w had o f 

a n y t h i n g mrong was when they f e l t the s e v e r e shocks a t the 

t ime the t r a m was e n t i r e l y d e r a i l e d , they e s t i r a t e d t h a t the 

speed a t the time was 45 or 50 m i l e s an hour On g o i n g oack 

t o f l a g a f t e r the a c c i d e n t . Flagman Giobons no t i d e d wheel 

marks on the t i e s f o r a d i s t a n c e o f about l / 3 m i l e , and a t a 

p o i n t about 4 f e e t west o f where he saw the f i r s t wheel mark 
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he founti b e t w e e n the r a i l s a nut .Alien, appea red to have b e e n 

run o v e r . 

Examina t i on o f the r u t . founa b y Flagman Gibbons , t he 

o r i g i n a l d imens ions o f which a p p a r e n t l y had b e e n 3/4 inch i n 

t h i c k n e s s and 1-3/4 i n c h e s s q u a r e , showed t h a t the shape o f 

i t s under s i d e conformed to the c u r v e o f the runn ing s u r f a c e 

o f the r i g h t or o u t e r r a i l o f the c u r v e . The re was a l s o 

found on t ha t r a i l a pronounced s t a i n o r i m p r e s s i o n o f the 

same shape as the nu t , which i n d i c a t e d where the nut had 

b e e n a t the t ime i t was s t ruck b y the f o r w a r d e n g i n e t ruck 

w h e e l s , t h i s p o i n t a sho r t d i s t a n c e e a s t o f t i i e re the 

d e r a i l e d j jhee ls f i - s t b e g a n to mark the t i e s . There was no 

i m p r e s s i o n on the wheel s i m i l a r t o t h a t made on the r a i l . 

The nut was o f a s o f t e r g rade o f s t e e l than e i t h e r the r a i l 

or w h e e l , a p p a r e n t l y a c c o u n t i n g f o r the f a c t tha t i t made no 

pronounced i n d e n t a t i o n s upon them. The marks on the t i e s b e ­

tween the p o i n t Ahere the nut was found and the c r o s s o v e r 

s w i t c h Where the wreckage p i l e d up wiiere n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y s e ­

v e r e to n e c e s s i t a t e any r e p a i r s to the t r a c k , t hose made b y 

the l e f t whee l s were mc "e p ronounced , w h i l e those made b y 

the r i g h t wheels were v e r y l i g h t , some o f the t i e s n o t b e i n g 

marked. 

F u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n showed tha t t he r e j a s a c i r c u l a r 

mark on the runn ing s u r f a c e o f the l e f t r a i l made b y a wash­

e r ; t h i s washer was a l s o r e c o v e r e d . Other n u t s , a s .vei l a s 

b o l t s , were found m the v i c i n i t y , the appearance o f which 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t a t some p r e v i o u s t ime they had b e e n run o v e r 
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v&ii le on the r a i l s -

C o n c l u s i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused "by a "3/4-inch nut b e i n g p l a o e a 

on the t r a c k b y some unknown p a r t y . 

A l l o f the e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a c c i d e n t were 

e x p e r i e n c e d men. A t the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t the eng ine c rew 

had been on duty a b o u t 1-1/3 h o u r s , a f t e r more than 34 h o u r s 

o f f d u t y , the t r a i n c r e w had been on duty abou t 4 - l / S h o u r s , 

a f t e r more than 17 h o u r s o f f d u t y . 


