
la re Investigation of an aeoiaent which 
occurred on tha Una of the Delaware 
A Hudson Company, near Cemetery, R* T«» 

on July 30, IS16. 

On duly SO, 1916, there was a aide collision en the 
Una of the Delaware & Hudson Company near Cemetery, H* Y., 
between a locomotive running light and a locomotive hauling 
one express car, both locomotives being operated backing up 
at the time of the collision, ishioh resulted in the death of 
two employees and the injury of two employees. After inves­
tigation of this accident the Chief of the Division of Safety 
submits the following report > 

Between Albany sad Colonie, a distance of about five 
miles, this railroad is a double track line, equipped with 
normal danger, automatic block signals, indicators being 
placed at all hand~thrown switches. Oowanclng Just north 
of Cemetery, there is a third track, which extends from this 
point to a point |ust south of Watervliet, about two miles 
distant. About £,000 fe*»t north of the station at Cemetery 
is a crossover connecting the north and southbound main tracks* 
lust north of this crossover is another crossover connecting 
the northbound main track with the third track, which is on 
the east side of the n&tn tracks* Just north of this cross-
over switch is a switch laading from the tfeird track to the 
Colonie shop yard* At the time of the accident the locomo­
tive backing up with the express car had reached the third 
track, having backed out from the yard, and had stopped on 
the crossover connecting the tnlrd track with the northbound 



siain track, fouling the northbound track, wham ita 
tender was struck by the tender of toe light locomotive* 
which was backing up on the northbound track. The view at 
the point of accident was unobstructed for a distance of 
about 3,000 feet, while the weather was clear* 

Locomotive 850, in charge of Englneman &augh and 
Firemen Wood, arrived at Horth Albany, hauling a freight 
train, at about 1*30 a* EI* The locomotive was out off and 
at about 1*31 a* m. it was started, backing up, toward 
Oolonie, using the northbound main track* On account of 
there being no oil in the lamp on the rear of the tender* 
a brakeauan was riding on the rear, carrying hie lighted 
lantern* On reaching the croas*over connecting the north­
bound main track with the third track, locomotive 850 col­
lided with the tender of locomotive 4£8* 

Locomotive 426, in charge of Conductor Benjamin and 
Englneman Waters, was to make the awvement from the yard 
to the third track, and thence across the northbound tmt& 

track to the southbound main track. The locomotive uad 
reached the third traok, passed through the north cross­
over switch, and had stoppedt fouling the northbound main 
traok, when the collision occurred* 

Both tenders were overturned, the fireman and brake* 
mm on locomotive 850 being crushed under the wreckage and 
Instantly killed* 

Bngineraan Baugh, in charge of locomotive #50 f stated 
that approaching the point of accident all of the signals 
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were clear, walla the switch light on the facing point 
crossover switch leading from the northbound rsain trade 
to the thirfi track was also in the clear position* Ee 
stated that he was working steam, and that the speed of hie 
looonottv* was about 15 laile® an hour} end the bell wêfi ring­
ing* Ee was sitting on the window sill* etching for signals, 
when the collision occurred* lis locomotive started to swing, 
as though it was going to turn over, and he Jumped* 

Kaglnem&n Waters, of locomotive 4£6, stated that the 
switehtender threw the first switch of the crossover leading 
from the third track to the northbound main track, then pro­
ceeded to the next switch and sat his lantern down, and ae 
supposed that the awitchteader was throwing the switch* The 
locomotive was backing up et a speed of about three miles an 
hour, and suddenly Conductor Benjamin oaoe up on the left side 
of the cab and told him to wait a few minutes* He stopped and 
then saw the switch tender running across the track* Knowing 
that something mat be wrong he tried to move ahead, but the 
wheels slipped, and before the locomotive could be &ovsd out 
of the way the collision occurred * Bngineman Waters further 
stated that he did not at euuy time see anything of locomotive 
S50, and that the only signal given to him by the switch** 
tender was a backup signal given ĥ«n coming out of the yard* 
Ee depended on the fireman to vat on out on the left aide of 
the locomotive for the purpose of observing the northbound 
main track and the position of the switch* In this oaae* 
however, the fireman was in the tender and did not give him 
any signals* He knew that he was fouling the siaia track* 



but stated that it was not his custom to cross over any 
switches before he ̂ as positive that they ware sat, and 
in tela case he auJ; t.osed they were set for the ̂ ove&e&t 
be was making. After the accident be aexcd the awitohteader 
if ha could see locomotive 860 001-dng, and he replied that 
he die* see It coming and t <st &e did not give any signal 
to back up. 

Fireman Derrick, of locomotive 4£6, stated that he 
was in the tender at the tiuej that he did not see any light 
or other indication of the presence of locomotive 650, and 
that the first be k/*ew of the collision was when it occurred* 
Re h#d not noticed the position of any of the switcr.ee, and 
did not give any signals to the engineman. Fireman Derrick 
alno stated that the locomotive was standing at the time the 
accident occurred, end that the headlight on the rear of the 
tender w&a lighted. 

Conductor Benjsrtin, in charge of locomotive 4E8, stated 
that he was on the left side of the ba&gage ear looking fro® 
the north to see if anything was coming, dust before the 
first twitch was reached everything was clear and he got 
off the baggage car and started for the locomotive. He boarded 
the pilot end in a short space of time saw a faint light* 
and then hurried to the aab on the fireman*s side and told 
the engineman, who wee forking steam at the time, to stop* 
Conductor Benjamin further stated that be did not at any tfcse 
notice the position of the switches, trail ami t any signals, or 
see any signals given by the switchtender* 

http://switcr.ee


S?i.tehte?id«r flerrissey stated that .1* &&v& locomotive 
488 coming out of the yt-rd and started for the switch. Ha 
then heard locomotive 350 yt.lstle for the read crossing at 
Cesetery and stood at the aur'toh until 1 ooomotive 6S0 was 
about half way batmen Ceaetory aud the far̂ t mitQh leading 
from the northbound to the southbound 't&in tr&otc. He then 
threw the first switch of the crossover on the third track 
lea dins to the northbound raA u traov, ai.d tUrted to walk 
toward the n^rt switch. Ke then haerd locomotive working 
steam, andf turning around quickly, gave Bngineiu*!! Waters a 
stop signal* Shis signal **aa not observed, and he whistled 
and again gave him a stop signal, tooorotive 438 m a then 
stopped, fouling the northbound .nain traokt the collision 
occurring almost imed^ately tfcei eafter, Ee stated that 
he *ad not giv&n any trooped t?»..̂ als to Snglneman Waters* 
Bule Ho. 104-B, of the rules for the government of the 
transportation department, provides as follows; 

*Vhile a train is waxting to cross over 
and during the passage of another train on 
any nain traok, both ewttcUss of any crossover 
leading to such traok must be s sou red in the 
noraal position** 

When asked if he WAS â vare that the switches were always to 
be left aortal when a trein. vas passing, Switohtender 
Morrlssey stated that he had always Handled them in tnie 
case, lining up the witches ar, far as the rain traok, and 
having locomotives atop olacr of the iiaiu track, ^a also 
stated, however, that a few days previously he had been in-
atrusted never to give a proceed signal until both switches 



had been thrown, but that he had never heard of rule Ho, 104-B 
until after the accident, and that he lad not been examined 
on the rules* 

Investigation developed a disagreement between 
Switohtender Morrissey and Bnginea&n Waters as to the manner 
in which the crossover switches were ordinarily handled* Buie 
Ho* 503-1 reads as follô st 

*Both switches of a crossover nsnst be 
opcrced before a train starts to make & cross** 
over movement, and the movement must be com*-
plated before either tie it eh Is restored to 
now&l position** 

Switchtender Morrisaey claimed that he always threw the first 
switch, regardless of the position of the switch Indicator, 
while Bnglnetaaa Waters claimed that never before had be known 
of the switch tender throwing the first switch until they 
were ready to make the full crossover movement. The fact re* 
stains, howovar, that VngineisaB Waters started to make the 
crossover i&ovement after the first switch had been thrown* 
and was prevented from completing it only by Conductor 
Beniwain telling bi* to stop* 

It a3 so developed fron the statements of Engiaemen 
latere and Switchtender MorrisKey that the xaofement by extra 
4$& to be made vithout rotaction, 5n violation of rule 
to* l&B, which reads as follows! 

*(DoubXe, three or acre tracks) When a 
train cro^ea ever to, or z>betr ,ets another 
track, unless otherwise provided it mint first 
be protected a® prescribed fey rule 99, la both 
directions on that track** 



fhe ewitebtender stated that regardless of weather ootid It loas, 
no protection to crossover movements at this poUit v,ae ever 
afforded, and this statement was â r@ed to by Bngineiaan Waters, 
while trainmaster Griffin stated that he had taewa of rule Ho* 
15£ being violated. 

This accident was caused by Switchtender Horrissay 
disregarding the position of the switch indicator and opening 
the crossover switch connecting the third track with the north­
bound iaain traolc **hen he knew that extra 850 was approaching 
on the min track, thic action being in violation of rule 
Ho» 104-B which requires that froth crossover switches he as­
sured in the uoraal position during the passa&e of a train on 
the &ain track* 

Sagizieman Waters is alao at fault for starting the cross-
over movewnt befer© both of the crossover switches had been 
opened, this being in violation of rule No, £03-$, Engineman 
Waters, together with Conductor Benjamin, is at fault for 
starting the crossover avovstient without rotection, in vio­
lation of rule Mo, 1SS# According to his om statement, Con­
ductor Benjamin was in the door of the eocprees oar looking 
out, and he should not have allowed the crossover movement 
to start until it had been properly protected. 

It clearly appears that there has been permitted to 
grow up at this point a ioo.?e and dangerous method of nandllng 
train movements, rules ̂ ovided for the purpose of affording 
adequate protect! J& to such zaoveinsnts beihg habitually dis­
regarded, while in the case of the rule requiring protection 



for crossover tiova-euta &£pe&ra that a responsible 
official of the aovvany was avare taav it not always 
obeyed. The existence of such conditions constitutes a 
dangerous notiaoo to the safety of sxî loyoas and the travel* 
ing j.ublia, and until st©i s are taken to insure that the 
rulea sr@ obeyed by the eâ loyee.*, and enforced by the 
officials, accidents of this oh&raoter :oay be expected to 
occur. 

Switehtender Morrissey ;*a«* alloyed as a trainmen 
in July, 1913, and resigned in October of the smm year* 
Be t̂ as employed as a awlto&aan in SeptettbeTt 1914» and re~ 
signed in Horeŝ ber, 1910. On *Tuiy fcOf 1916, ue re-
er,:'loyed es a switchtea&er, and had be#n in service since 
that date* With regard to &wltextender Morris^ey'a knowledge 
of the rules, superintend ©at Lefcô y staled that in ̂ Employing 
switchtenders it was the practice to break them in under the 
um. they are to relieve, and felso to have the yardmasters 
in charge instruct them, in the different duties, and he 
stated thct it wan hie understanding that this r&a done 
in the case of Starttehtender Moril̂ faey* 

EagiiieMan Waters was employed as a fireman in 1£$7, 
and in 1890 was promoted to engia«^an* Gs^&uctor Benjamin 
was employed as a trainman in 189© and was promoted to eon* 
ductor in 1915?:. The records of tnese employees were good* 

At the time of the accident, awj tohteuder iiforriseey 
had been on duty nearly 8 hours# after a period off duty of 
IS hours* Englneman Waters had been on duty about 9 hours, 



after a i>*riod off duty of about II hours. Conductor 
Bonjfctudn n&d been on duty about 8*1/8 hours, after a period 


