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In re Investigation of an sccident which
BT g LTS,
on July 30, 19lé.

On July 30, 1914, there wazs & side collisioh on the
line of the Dalaware & Hudson (company near Cemetery, H. Y.,
betwesn & locomotive rupning light and a locomotive hsuling
one axpress oay, both loeomotives belng operated baoking up
at the time of the ocollision, whioh resulted in the death of
two employvees end the injury of two employses, After inves
tigatlon of this accident the Chief of the Divielon of Bafety
subaits the followlng report)

Betwaen Albany and Colonie, a distence of about Tive
miles, this reilroad is & double trsok line, equipred with
narmal denger, mutomeatls block signals, indloators being
placed at al)l hend-thrown switehes, Comnevaeing Just north
of Csmaterv, there is a third track, which extends from this
point to a point Just south of Watervliet, about two miles
distant. About £,000 fert north of the station &t Cemetery
18 & orossover csonnecting tha north and southbound maln trecks,
Just north of this erossover 18 another orcsaover sonnesting
the northbound nain track with the third traock, whieh ia on
the eant side of the mein trecks, Just north of this orosse
over awltoh 1= a switeh leading from the third track to the
Qolonie shop yavd, At the time of the aceldent the locomow
tive baeking up with Lhe express cer had resched the third
track, having baseked out from the yard, and had stopyped on

the srossover conneeting the third track with the northbound
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main track, foullng the northbound treck, whem its

tender wee struck by the tender of the light loocomotive,
whioh was backing up on the northbound track. The wview at
the point of aecnident wes unobstruocted for a distanoe of
about 5,000 fest, while the weether was clear,

Loosomotive 250, in charge of Baglnemen Baugh and
Firemen Wood, srrived at Horth Albany, hasuling a frelght
train, at about 1,30 a. m, The locomotive wee out off and
at about 1,31 &, m. 1% wes gtarted, baoking up, toward
Oolonie, uzing the northbound main treck, Om acoount of
there being no oll in the lamp an the resr of the tender,
& brakeman was riding on the reer, sarrring his lighted
lentern, On reaching the oross-over gonnecting the norihe
bound main track with the third track, locomotive E50 col-
lided with the tender of locomotive 428,

Logumotive 488, in charge of Conductor Benjamin end
Engineman Weters, was to make the movemsnt from the yard
to the third track, ané thenoce aoross the northvound nain
track to the southbound raln track, The locomotive nad
reached the third track, pasasd through the north Gross-
over swltoh, snd hed stopped, Touling the northbound wain
track, when the colliasion gecourred.

Bovh tenders were overturned, the fireman and brsakee
nan on locomotive 850 belng osrushed under the wreokage and
instently killed,

Baogineman Baugh, in oharge of locomotive 650, stated
that apyroaching the point of acoident all of the signels



o

were olear, while the switdeh light on the facing point
erossover switch leading from the northbound main track

te the toird treck was also in the clear position, He

stated that he was working steam, and that the speed of his
looomotive wae about 15 miles an hourj and the bell was ring-
ing. HEe was sitting on the wiadow si1ll, wstohing for sigsals,
when the ecllisionm oocurred. His locomotive ptarted to swing,
28 though it was going %0 twm over, and he Jumped.

Enginesen Waters, of locomotive 4R8, stated that the
switohtender throw the first switeh of the sroszover leading
from the third track to the northround main treck, thesi ,row
cosded to the next switch and set nis lantern down, and ne
supposad thet the swiltohtender was throwling the switer. The
locomotlee was badking up et a apeed of sbout three miles an
hour, and suddenly Oornduotor BenjJemin oceme up on the lsfy side
of the oeb and told him to wait & few mimutes, He stopped and
then sew the awitehtender running scross the track, XKnowing
that something must be wrosg he tried tu move ahead, but the
wheels plipued, and before the loconotive sould bLe moved oub
of the way the collisglon oosurred. Englnemsn Weters further
stated that he did not at sny time see enything of losomotlve
8560, end thet the only signal given to hizm by the swliohw
tender was & beokup sigesl given -hen cgaming out of the yard,
Be depended on the fireman to vatoh out on the left side of
the locoumotive for the purpose of obaerving the northbound
wein traok and the position of the switoh, In this gaze,
nowever, the Triremen was in the tendsr and 4id not give him
any signale, He lmew that he was fouling the maln traek,
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but steted that it was vot his oustom to sruss over eny
switches before he was positiwve thet they were set, and

in this case he gu) osed they wers set for the roverent

s wag zaking., After the noc¢ident he as:nd Bhe awltshitender
if he gould see loogomotive 350 ocoming, end he raplied that
he 430 pee it ooming and t'wat ce dld not give say sigeal

0 baok up.

Pirewan lerrick, of logomoilve 428, stated that he
wae o the tender at the tinej that he did not see mny light
or other indioation of the presende of locomotive 850, and
that the first he knew of the collisfion wus when it ooourred.
He had not noticed the position of any of the swltonen, snd
@14 not give any signels 1o the snginenan, Firemen Derriok
almo stated thet the loscomotive wes gtending at the time the
gocléent occourred, and that the hesdlight on the resy of the
tender wes lighted,

Conduetor Benjemmin, in charge of locomotive 488, stated
thet he was on the left side of the baggage cer looking from
the north to see 1f enything was soméng. Just bhefore the
first cwitoh was reached everything was clesr and he got
off the teggmge car snd started for the locomotive. He boarded
the rilot snd in e short space of time saw a falnt light,
end then hurrisd to the amb on the firexents aide and told
the engtinemsn, who wae yorking steam at the time, tao stop.
Conductoy Ben fzmin further eteted that be ¢id oot at eny time
notice the position cof the switches, tranmmit any signals, or
ase sny signals given %Ly the switohtander,
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Sl tentender Horriszery stoted thet ae saw locorotive
489 ooming out of the yerd and skarted for the swile.. He
thsn hesrd looomotive 380 whictle for the read oressing av
Camebtery and stosd a2t ths aw toh untll losomotive 850 was
about half way betwoer Cemetnry aud the first ewltoh lesding
Trom the northbound to the southbound .win %raecx, He then
thraw the firat switch of the ercasover on ihe third track
lezding to the aorthbhound malu bract, and siertsd to walk
towerd the nert switoh. Be then heerd locemotive 428 working
steam, end, turning sround quiokly, zave Engirecen Walers g
atop sismal, This signel ~ag not observed, and he whistled
end sgeln geve him a stop signel. Looorotive 428 wss then
atopred, fouling the northhound .aain traek, the coliision
cconrring alnost irmed.ately the-eafter. De steted thet
he »8d not glven any _roceed o'rnale to Poglrenmsn Watere,
Rule ¥o, 104-B, of the rules for the governuent of the
trangporéation depurtwent, provides ae followss
"hile a vruin is wasting to oroga over

and duriang the passaze of another train on

sy "aln track, both switcues of any ercascvey

leading %o such track must be szoured in the

norzal position.™
When sashed 1if ne was swere that the switches wars slways to
ba lef$ novnel when & trein was peascing, Switohtender
Morviczey staled that he rtad alwnvs handled them as 1in tule
sase, lining un the switches a- far asz the ~aln tymaek, uud
heving locomotives stop olacr of the .win traax, Lo &LBO

stated, howeover, that = few deys previously he had besn in-

struoted never to glve s proceed signel until voth switchea
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had been thrown, but that he had never heard of rule No, 104-B
until after the moecldent, e&nd thet he had not heen sxamined
on the r™mles.

The investigsetion developed s disagrecuent between
teitontendsr Morrissey and Poginemen Waters as to the nanner
in which the sorossover switoher were ordinarily hendled, Rule
Ko. 505-E reads as followsy

*Both swltches of a oroesover must be

opeved hefore 6 Lrein sterts to make & CrOBE-

oveY moveusnt, and the moverent must be com~

tleted hefore elther uwiteh 1s restored to

nerme) position,*®
Switshtender Morrissey cleimed thet he alwaya threw the Tirat
switoh, rogardless of the position of the awiteh ifudicstor,
while Enginemsn VWeters cleimed that never before had he known
of the rwltch tender throwlng the First switeh until they
were ready to wake the full orogsover movement, The faoct re-
rping, however, that Enginesen Waters sterted to make the
erossover movement after the first ewiteh had been thrown,
and was prevented from corpleting 1% only by Oondustor
Ben jamin telling bim to atop.

It elso Reveloned fron the steterents of Englnenmen
Wotere and Bvitchtonder Morrissey that the nofement by exirs
486 va2 to be made vithout roteetion, In violaticn of rule
Ko. 158, which reeds as followsl

*{Double, three or more treoke) When &
trein oro-usen over 4o, or >hetr.ct: snothey
track, unless otherwise provided it must first

be wrotected as preseribosd by rule %8, in both
direstions on that track.®
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The Bwitcehtender stated that resardless of weuthor goundltions,
no proteetion to orosscver moveusnts at this point was ever
afforded, and this statement was sagreed to by Boginenan Waters,
while Treinmgeter Griffin statad that he hed known of rule No,
iBE being violated,

Thie accident wan csused by Switehtendsr Horrissey
dieregarding the podition of the switeh indigator and opsning
the orcescver switch oconmnec¥ing she third treock with the northe
bound mein tyaok wihen he knew that extran 850 wes aprroasohing
on the wmain track, this aption btelng in violation of rule
Ho. 104~B whioh requires that both orospover switches be e~
oured in the normal poslition during the passage of & trein on
the wuein traok,

Eoginemeh Weters 18 also st fault for starting the orossw
over movelent before both of the erussover swilches had been
opened, this being in vioclation of rule No, E03-E, Englneuan
¥atsrs, together with Condnetoyr Ben jamin, is at fault for
starting the coroasover sovenent without -rotestion, Iin vioa
lation of rule Ho, 152. Agvording io his oen steteusnt, Con-
duotor Ben Janin wee in the door of the express oar looking
out, and he should not hiéve sllowed the orowscyer movement
to start until it had been propsrly vrotected.

1t clearly spuears that there has been permifited w0
&row up at this point a loocse and dangerous method of nandling
train movemends, rules yrovided Toy the purposs of alfording
sdoquate preteotion to such muverents belng habitually dis-
regarded, while in the came of the rule renuiring ,rotection



for arossover nwvesats .t fppeara that v Yesousible
ceffr10iel of the soaany was evace thay it wes ot alweys
abeyed. The existence of sugh ocondltlons constituten &
dangerous nenese 0 the salety of aplioyces apnd the cravelw
ing ruhlis, and wntil ste; 8 are teken to losure tiaat the
rules urd obevad by the e iplaveos, and enforeced by the
officisls, aevidents of this chernsier may be supecied w0
deour.

Switehtender Morrissey ad egploved 85 a trainmen
in dvly, 1913, and resigned 1n October of the amas yeer,

He wap erployed &5 & switehian in Sepievber, 1314, ond row
signed in Novewber, 1218, Omn July &0, 1910, Le wEs Tew
arnloyed es a gwitehtender, and hed bveel in service sinoe
that date. With rege>d w Swltohtender ¥ourriscey's knowledge
of the rules, BSu.ericterdent Lesny ctaled that in employing
switohterdere it waa the practioe to bresk them ino under the
meg they ers 0 rellcve, cnd eléo O have the rardnesters

in oharge inttruct them in the dirferent duties, ené he
stated thet it wer his understandlng that thiz wvaa done

in the csse of Ewitonteadsr Morriscey.

Enginesen Weters wes e ployed as a firenan in 1887,
and in 1890 was .romoted to engineman. OCoadustor Benjemin
was employed zs & traincas In 18%8 and was promoted to eohe
dustor in 1912, The records of taese exployess were good.

At the time of she eecldent, Jwitchtender Horrissey
hed been on dusy nearly 8 hours, after a period off duiy of
12 houra. Englnemen Waters iad beem on duty sbout ¢ hours,
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siter a poriod oft duty of about il hours. OGonductor
Ben jumdn ned been on duby about 8«1/2 hours, after & neriod
® oft 4 .ty of nearly 12 hours,



