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n September 26, 1918, there w2 & nend-snd sollision
tetwson two freisht trudns om (he Champloin Livigion of the Ioltw
ware & Cudgon Sedliroed mt rssex oiding, de T, Whiuh rosulted in
the deuth of to0o emnloyeses wnd injury of ttres emoloyses. After
invegiisetion of $hig asel- opt, the Chlsf of the Mroeun of Dufety
ropurte as follows:

The Chen-lulin Divislion extsuds between Hvuses Polsnt and
Wnitehsll, U, ¥e, 2 @istanse of 118.3 nilem. 7Tith the sxeeption of
shout five nlles uf Jonble fraek hetween Houth Junetien &nd "lattes

burg, the divismion 48 & clagle treek Yline., Tralng syre onergied
by time-table nnd irain orvdern, the movuments belng vrotected

by auntomztie block 8l nals. Houthbound trsins are superlsr to
traing of the game ¢lrey wunning in the opwosite direction, The
automatie signsls ar. Lome and ¢l tsnt two yaait&xn; normal
danger, scamphores, siving thelr indicatioas in the lowew
gasdrants  The nlght iadiecstione oare ved, yellow and green Tor
atop, caation, wd rrocsed ipdicationa, respectivelys  The clgasl
giroaite provide g full bloek ove:lup for ir-dine oviag in the
gune dirvcotion and & hal® bleok ovarlep for oppssing Braing. atb
the fouling point on paseing tr-ckn tus srm brecket si.ngde are
inst:lled, one srm poverning nein track movements, &nd the

other govoralng wavuments from the psening trock to the main,
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The traing involved were extra B48, scuthbound, and
extra 768, northbounds The formar gonsinted of engines 648 and
848, B6 oars and 5 esboupe ik ohvrge of Coaduetor Kerwood and
Enploomen Uweng and “helon. It left Rousse roint at 6,00 pam.,
and a2t ‘loiisburg received order lc. 70, Tesding o8 f01luws:

Engine 048 run extrs “latitaburg te Whitehsll

uxtya D48 South meot extra YBS Horth &t Essex

Siding and exirs 7Bl Horth ut Burdicks,

This train left rlatisburg al 9.15 pema} arrived at sasex siding
8bout 1.03 s.me, and stopped on the main track sbout two hundred
fest onrth of the south switeh.

Extra 786 north oonsisted of enpines 7556 and 840, 47
gurg apd 8 oaboope ln eharpge of Concuclor oottt amd Lnainemen
Flalds and "owers, It left Uiitohall at 8450 peme and at rort
Honry received o copy of order ioe 70s. A% 1,10 s.me, while
ranning at 8 spoead wvariously estinated et from 12 %0 £0 miles
an honr, it eollided with extys B48 about THO feat north of
hasex Jtation and spproximately 200 feet north of south end of
Essex ldinge The wenther at the time of the sgolident was
gloundy and & light rain was falling.

The fireman of onsine 768 snd one tralnmen were killed,
Ruyidns 766 torned over and ocame to rest on ite left side, This
snzine wag oonpidarably dansged. ite toier and helping engine
B840 of this trnin were sl ipghtly damaged, saging 548, the lesd
engine of extra 548 was dapaged; there wes also somo demage to
ears ond slight demsige to the fracike.

Approaoking the scoene of sesldent from the south there

is 2 tangent 1796 feet long followed by & £-fogree ourve te the
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left about 800 feot loag, ~utomstle bloek aipgnal 136.1 is
loanted pnear the ~ortvh end of this ourve, From thie sigaal
to the point of eollision a olear and unodetruoted view gan be
hade Following the curve is s tancent 4852 foet in length
whieh hag 2 elight desecnding grade novihward of soproximately
Cuf per gent, The cgoliision comurved on this tongent &bout
8286 feot from ite vorth gud, &nd «pyreximstely 800 feet in
fdvanes ol antormtle signal 135%.1 w:iech wma in the atop
pogition st the tima,.

Qondue tor Jerwod of extrs 548 ptated thul he had
ordeare to ni.et oxtra TBB &t Jesex Llding) thet his train resched
thet polnt about 10D meums, 2nd that soon after 3t stopped,
Brakeman COrowley sturtoed cown to the statlion 10 send & meBBage.
Thils train had been silanding obout 8 minutes when the gollilsion
sgoeuyred and Uonduptor Varwol siated thet he was in the esboose
when he Tirut heard axtra 76D ocomings From the meund 1t appeared
Hhat one angine had mhut of f bat the other wa. working steam
almogt up to the time of the eollision, the blook eipnals were
working and were set apqingt teain 7558, The eigaal 1ight st the
switcoh wen burning.

Bnginennn o wens of oxtrd 548 staied that when he
stoppad st ippex Siding to woat Hes 788 the treck wae glesry
that be ane Jupt finiched eanting his lwnch vhaen he saw the
roeflootion from the spwonchlns engine, Mo v slized thati 1%
wan on the mpin treck, but 1t wae 100 late to & saything to
avert the esllieion.

prokeman Orowley steted that he was the 1d4dle bravew
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wan on extra 5483 thet he had vesd treinm order io. Y0 arrvanging
3 meot beiwoen oxtras B48 snd T68 at Hssex s5idingy that when the
troin stopped ui Epeex Siding he wae on tho hend end; thet he
want down to she gwitoh and unloeked it in order to have it reosdy
for somwsone to throw snd thon wont domn $o the etation to deliver
& nepsugey that the 1ight wes burning on the switeh snd the blogk
wes red., e ptated thel he wae in the station but was not
looking out when extre 765 went byj that he sould tell from the
souad thut the pugher wes ant ueing stesn and the leasd engine
wani and that he considered the soeed unususl for & wman who bad
& neot.

rugineman Whalen on angine 848 evated tnat after
arriving st sssex 5iding his trzin backed until It was five or
#ix oar len ths from the block and walted for extrs 766, He
gaid 7868 wes using mteam nlmost up to the & iwme thay struek,
that the mpeed was rrobably 20 miler ea hour, and that even had
the gwiteh been lined up, it wae unssfe for mayone o attamot to
take 1t at tho rate this truin was moving.

Conduator Sgott of extra P68 stated that ot rort
denry he reeeived orders 4o meat eoxtre 548 st cveex Uidingg
and that a2t the time of thoe seoidant he wes riding In the gaboobs.
He eviinm tod the ppued of nls truin st 15 niles por hour sud
bulieves that na the switeh besn lised uwy his traln gounld
pafely have toxen it at the sreed nt which 1t wne moving.

et aoman Pieldse on the lewd eunpine of oxtrs 760 atated

that he wag rcromoted to emergensy enzlneman sbout & ye r apog

that 2% .ort Jenxy ho recolved traln orier n. 70 $0 meet extrs
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648 sonth st sesex 21ding. s bad an inexperi noed YLiremen
whom he found 1t neessoary to assipt in grder to keep up
Proper gtéeam presunYe, seversl times he left his gad and
wont back to the second oab %o instruaet his fireman, &t the
Brme time rutting in & fire himesslf. He stated that he was
dust roturning to the froat osb and was erossing the running
board vhen he game in might of signal 136.1, which ie loouted
nearly & mile south of ussex Htatilon. He notieed the eipnal
wag yellow, and from this v.lst ednld »lainly ses the home
sigrnal, 13%.1, showing red, e waa runnlag 20 oxr £6 miles
&8 hour and oowld @eo plalnly the lwad Lights of extre 648
which he wes expecting 1o meet and take slding fore Appronche
ing peayer he thouyht he oould geo Bomsony stunding by the
ewiton stand, and olthough he could not see the switoh lamp
buraing, he took it for granted thet someone had thrown the
gwitoh allowlng him 0 take thoe elding, es it is generally
customsyy for one of the traln orew when holding the maln
track and arriving Tirst et the meeting soint, to throw the
switoh alihough there il nothing to this effect in the book
of mles, Frecuming that the gwitoch was llned up for him,
and wighing to nake & good showing us Lo tine, he made no
effort to etop him train. He 414 not koow that the switch
wag not tarsed uotil he wans passing it. 1ie train wos then
ouly sbout tvo huwdred feet from oxtys B48. iHo threw his
broke wvalve into oomwer guney and opsned the sand lever, but the

distance wag @ short 1t 41d not geem %0 bave sny sffeet on

the speed of thw trein, He stated that ho wes soving at
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ahout twanty milee un howr before he shut of ¥ and that he shut
off steam Just south of the station, the pusher heving shut off
slemm & ghort time before, He asoumed full responsibility for
the acolident, seying) "I em wholly %o bLlame for ite I 414 not
steop for the blook when It was axninet we, nor 4ié I stop when

I emld not pes the pwitehe I am wholly %o blame for this
saediont,”

tnglnemsn vowers on ongise 6840 states thut ag he
rasaed the ourve leadlng tv Lssex he shut »ff steem and let
his engine 4rift. He saw the Wlook wes red awd the order
board green snd wem sstounded thet nslneman flelds waent by
the sipnal anot sttempiing o bring his traln to e standatill,
He plated itbat Lis firet thongut van to atiempt to stop the
train snd he was about ¢o reverse whea the erash cme, He
thought when the trudn pepsed HSesex that they were zoling rother
foat dut premumed thnt the lesd sngineman ned o elesr signal
from o wen st the selitche He aald tret he oould not ses the
gwiteh on sgoount of the anyine eheod of bhim with three qars
23 spaeer and the thesr enzine wae blowing stesmy thet he 414
not hear segineman Yields dlow his whistle sfter lveving Thallonge
burg and 4id not mes anybady st the switoh.

Pirensn anderson on eagine 840 esnfirmed the engine=
wan's statenent thut stesnm on the second engine wim sat off
neay the first wouthbound blosk south of the station end
gstimted the gspesd of hie trsin st the tige of the eollisinm

88 10 or 15 miles s; hour,
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Iule 504(a) resdis sm followss
#ithin yord limite and at meoting and vassing

pointe, Becondealaps und extra tralas {exvept pase

sanger extras), may pase an rutomatie bloek signal

in normal position, ia no 0586 exgeeding s @psed of

6 mileas per hour, and propared %o stop within the

range of vislon, untlil o sleer aignal is indicated.

This secidest was ocuused by the fellure of wiginemsn
Flelds to obay Thie Tules vad ne redJused speed to mot nore than
6 miles mn hour wnd prooceded vropsred to stop withian raage of
vieion, ha eould nsve scon tholt the swited wae set for the maln
liue ia time to have miop €8 bufore eolliding with oxtra B4b,.
Agoording % his own sdnigeion ho purpopely disobeyed the indlome-
tion of the slgnel in order to wnke s good shuwine for himeelf ia
welk log tine.

Both luginenan Vields aod .npinexap riware of extre
768 were what is ruown as "ensrgoney® engloemen, that i, they
ware not yet pro.oted eu inemen, and held only firsmen'® righta,
belng ueed s ancicenen soly ln energenciess anyinemsn Yields
wos emuloyed ae firoman on larek £, 1vl4, apd sopinomen yowers
wag myployed se flromea on Laveh £4, 1918. A% the time of the
eoliimlon unginocan Sleids had been on duty 2wut ¥ hours and 40
Biaul es aftor £9 houwrs snd 40 mimtes »ff dutye he erew of
extes 766 hnd beon on duty anout 9 hawrs and 0 minutes snd the
grew of 548 sbont § howre and 40 minutes when the soeident

0eouIrTad.
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