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INTIRPSTATT COMMIRCE CONMIDSION

REPCRT OF TEE DIRZCTCR OF THET 2URZAU OF SAFETY 1Y RE
INVESTICATION OF AL ATCIDZIT YHICH OCCURRED ON THE
DAYTOW & TROV ELECTRIC RAILVAY NZAR DAYTON, OHIO,
Or JUNE 25, 1927,

July 232, 1827,
To the Commlssion:

On Jane 25, 1827, there was 2 head-end colligion
betwreen two passcenger trains on the Daytoa & Tioy Electric
Rai1lwey aear Dsvton, Okio, which rezulted in the death of
& passengere and 1 emnloyee, and the injury of 35 passen-—
gers, 2 emloyees on duty and 1 ernloyee off auty, Thas
accldent was iavestigated in corjunciuicn with a Tepresen-~
tative of the Public Utilities Commission of Chio,

Location and method of operation

The Dayton & Troy Electric Rallway extends be-
tween Dayton and Pigua, Ohio, a2 distance of 30.5 miles, and
15 20Trmelly a single—-track line over wvhich ireins are oper-
ated by time—table and train ordere, no block-signal system
beinz 1n use. On accourt of tne length of the sidings,
however, they arc operated ae seccnd mrin tracks and are
zoverned by double-track rules. Cne of these sidings, known
ae sidirg 100, extends northward from the Dayton terminal
a distence of 3.2 milese., Superiority of scheduled traius
1¢ not confeired by direction, oprnosing trairs meeting at
regular time—-table meetingpomts unkss ctherwise ordered.

The colligion cgpurred on a single-track section
of the line at a poRlRYh %Hmbioﬁayton; approaching tals
point from the snuth, begln 1ng at the end of double track,
trhe track i1s taagzent for a distance of 1,200 feet, and
ther tliere 1s a corwound curve to the left 432 feet 1n
lergth, the maximum curvature of which 1s 32 03', followed
by 1,082 feet of tangent, the accident occurring on thig
tenzeat 241 feet from 1ts southern end, Approsching i~am
the north there is a long 42 11! curve to the right, fol-
lowed Ly the tangent on which the accident occurred. 4ap-
proaching from Woth directions the grade 1s slightly de-
sccnding “ut 1t ic nearly level al the point of accident,
Tre surroundirg terrain is practicelly level, but ncles
loceted along the west ci1de of tae trsck somewhat restiict
the range of vision,

The weather waes clear at the time of tne accident,
which occurred at 2lout 5,12 p.m,
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Description

Northbound vassenger train No. 304 consisted of
motor 35C and was in charze of Conductor Stevens and MYotor-
man Kessler. This train denarted from Dayton 2% 5 p.m.,
on ti7e, and instead of wating at Idlewi1ld, at the end of
doule itrsck and 1ts scheduled weeting-soint with south-
Bouna trein Wo 75, 1t narsed thet moint sbout on time and
shortly ztterwards 1t collided with trairn ¥o. 75 while
traveling at a speed variously estimeted to have been
from 10 to 35 miles vper hour.

Southbound passengsr train Fo 75 consisted of
moter 200, and was in charge of Conductor Eart and ‘otorran
Pemserton. I departed from Scuth Ind, Taippecanoe COiLty,
15,3 miles north or Dayton, at 4.30 p.m,, nine minuates
lale, and had reached a point witnin 1,875 feet of the end
of double track wnen 1t collided waith northbound passenzer
train No. 204 after haviag teen brought practically to a
stop.

Both cars came to rest i1n an unright position
with their forwsard trvcks derailed. The front end of
the norinbound car wes demolished, while the south»ound
Ccar wes telescoped atout one~third of 1ts length. The
emloyee killed was the motorman of the southbound car.

Summary of evidence

Motornan Kessler, of train No. 204, stated that
he received a clearance card at Davion and departed from
that point on time. He had been opersting this traia lees
than a2 week and during that time he had met trein ¥o. 75
vefore his own train had reacaed the north end of Sidrag
100, On the day of the accident he entairely overlooked
tlie echeduled meet with tiein ¥Wo. 75 uantil he saw that
train sporoaching. At the tive his train entered on the
sin~le track 1t was traveling between 35 and 40 miles per
hour, and he then Teduced speed sli~htly for an autowmodile
at o crossing just north of 3 tridee cover the liami fiver,
or at a point esbout 1,200 feet bevond the end of dovvle
track. GShortly after pnacsing the Bridge he saw traia Yo.
75 approaching and ot once anplied the air brakes. He
coul¢ not estimate the speed of his train at the time he
first saw train No. 75, but said the speed had been rediced
to not more then 10 miles per hour at the time of tnec col-
lision.

Conductor Stevens, of train No. 204, statcd that
he thought of the meet with train No. 75 shortly afcer de-
pariing from Dayton, but before his train had recached the
end of double track he hed entirely forgotten 1%, being
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engaced in collecting fares during that time, At the timeé
his train entered nun the single track i1t wag traveling at

a speed of about 35 riles per hour, but he believed the
speed was i1ncieased cn the descending grade north of the
Dridre over the Miavi River. About 200 feet south of tae
poiav of collision the a.r brakes were applied in emerzency
and the motor reversed, but the speed was not materially
reduced, and he estimrated thast the car was traveling about
35 miles per hour at the tire of the impact., He further
steted tlot to be certain that his train had met train Yo,
75 1t would have ceen necessary for him to observe all
oppoeslng cers between Dayton and the north end of doucle
track. If he sees the train to e met he would oay no aore
attention to the matter, »ut 1f he d1d not see 1t he would
maxe 1nauiry of the motorman; in this particular case, how-—
ever, e did not sav anything to the motorman, Teing still
engaged 1v collecting fares when the train entered siagle~
track territory.

Conductor Hart of train No. 75 stated that his
train had been traveling at a speed of about 35 miles per
hour, pul upon reaching a poinl avout 350 feet north of
Station Ston Two, located 452 feet north of the point of
accldent, the notorasn made a heavy apvlication of the air
Jrakes, which he thouent was for tne purnose of picking up
passengers at that peint., Thais apvlication of the brakes
recduced the speed of his train to such an extent that a1t
had nearly stopped at the time 1t collided wirth train Mo,
204, FHe card the regular reeting point for his train with
train No. 204 was at the north end of the double track,
although he could heve passed that train anywhere on the
doule track betwecn that point and Dayton.

Master Mechanic Snyder stated that motor 200 hagd
veen overhauled at the Tippecance Shops on June 31, and was
thoroughly 1inspected before 1t departed from that point on
tae cay of the accident, while motor 250 was inspected
during the evening of June 24, both cars having been found
in excellent mechanical condition.

Conclusione

This accident was caused by overlooking time-table
reeting point for which Conductor Stevens and Motorman
Kessler, of train No. 2304, are responsible.

According to the testimony both of these emplovees
overlooked the scheduled meeting-point with train No. 75,
Conductor Stevens sai1d he thought of the meet after leaving
Dayton, but due to being engaged in collecting fares he for-
got 1t before his train reached the north end of double
track; Yotorman Kessler, however, could offer no explana-
tion for his oversight.
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Had an adcouate block-signel systen been 11 usc
on this Tine, this accident niobably would not have cccurred;
an adeouate antomatic frain stop or train contrcl device
woulcd have prevented 1%,

The employees involved werc experienced men, sl
the tire of the accident none of thew had teen on duty in
violationr of any of the provisions of the hours of service
law,

Regpectfully,
W. P. EORLAWND,

Director,



