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Septembor 18, 1915,

BEs IHVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH QGCURRED
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On August 27, 1915, thers =as s Nead-end oolldision
en the Colorade Hldland Railway near Idlewild, Oolos, resulie.
inz in the injury of 53 passengers. After favestigation the
Chist of the Division of Safety reparks as rollowst

Zasthound passenger Srein, special ¥o. %0, comsisted
of looccmotive 349, 1 gombination bugzage and luneh enr, 2 day
enaches, 1 combination coacsh and oper snd ghearvation oar and
1 open top obaervation oar, and was In eharge of Gondustor Baze
ter and Fngluemas Smith, =211 of the cars belng of wooden cone
structlon, Thia train s kpown a8 the “The Wildflower Speelel ™
and 1s opsrated esch day during July apd Auguest dDetween Lola~
rade Springs and dpinney, Colo., & 4istenas of BY.¥ miles,
making the round trip daily and stopping at warions pointa
to allow the papsengers to view the sgende attrmotions and
gather wild flowers. Durinz the ssazon 1918 this trein was
eperated undar spesisl schedule traip ordurs eaeh day giving
it righte over all except flrat oluss traina, Thiz train
loft Spinney at 12140 pe me and upon 1%s ayrival at Howbers,
Colo,, the erew in charge recsived a oopy of traip erder Mo,
f1, reading as followsi

rEpeolal 39 Bmat »111 walt at Idlewild until
one thirty 1::0 pene for Hos 45 Inge 32,"

Traig Noe 39 then left Howbart st LiO5 Deite, passod Idlewlld,
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3.8 milos easnty of Howbert, at about 1213 piste, and oollided
with westhound train FHo. 48 at o ypolnt about one~half nile
east Of the aast switeh 8% JTdlewild at 13105 peits while running
at a speed estimeted to have Deon 1B miles per Lours

Vegthound freight train ¥o. 45 conploted of logo~
motives 56 and 52, & loaded oavs, £6 empty vars and & gabooss,
and waps in ¢charge of domdnoter Hobexdi amd Enginsmen Ziamitt

and Brazile This trsin left Colorade (ity, O6lo., at 63100 aum.,

en route o Leadville, Colo,, a distenos of 130 mlles, laft
Florisaunt, 52.0 miles went of Colorado Clty, at 11335 a.m,,
and arrived at Lidderdele at oboud 12,30 pase, 81 whigh place
the orew in oharge received a copy of train order Ho. 51 shove
quoted., Traln No. 42 then left ILidderdale and eolllded with
train He. 3% am above stated while yuoning at & 3peed of aboud
15 miles per hour,

Lagcmotive 3¢ of trein No, 29 and locomotive 98,
the leading engins on train Bo. 43; were dadly dsmiged and
thelr frout snds ralsed off the traocks. One oar icaded with
merchanding was derailed and destroyed while the draft rigsing
and undersills of the lunch oar were ounafderadly damageds
The remainder of tho gguipment was not Jderailed and yme bub
alightly damsgeds The weather at the time waa olear,

The diviaion onm whish this acoident ooourred 42 a
aingle-traek line, operated under She traip-order systeis
Approaching the point of gollision from the east theve 1s a
10-dezgree curva to thoe left, 208 feet lomg, then & taugend
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148 faet long, then a l0=-degrec ourve tu the left, 290 fast
long, the collislon cccurring about the afddles of this lather
curve and on an asoending gende of l.043 fer westhound trains.
A.prounalifpg the point of coliizlon Trom the woat there iz 2
l2-d8gree curve t¢ the laft, 170 200 long, then o tangent
147 Teet long losding ¢ the LlO-2ogros puyve on whiash the ase-
6ldent socurrsd,. The view of the enginemen of Both tralns was
obegured by the almoat porpendisular walls of the sanon on the
south slde of the rallroad, and uelther sew the Sppesing train
until Shey wers within approzimately 100 fost of gagh othere-
tad lote to bring their traina to a atop befors colliding,
dondaetor Saxter of train ¥o. 39 staded that on the
dey of the aonoldent there vore abount 1480 passengers on hia
train and thed he Degan solleoting farsze wpon leaving Spinney,
Approaohing Bowbert he heard the sngineman eall for the train.
ardey boeard and u,9m arrivinz f thrt etationm he gob of? the
reay end of thé reeyr our wnd walkey So $he office whore he
signed ¢rain order Wo, #1 diresilng his trsin to wvalt at Idle~
wild until 11350 p. ma Tor train He. 4%, He abalteld Sl he read
the order alowd In the preszccee oF his flugmen snd the operator
and that he deliversd a emy o9 ths order o thn enginomen Lut
414 wot read L5 90 hiw. Upon lenving Eowbort he again was Yusy
solleating farss when ihe oollicion ¢oourresd, and wae nod evnre
until that time that hisz train hed passed Idlowlld,
Fogineman Smith of tyaln Roe 9 stnted that he roe
aciyed z gopy of traim order Wo. %1 at Howbsrt, directing his
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train to walt st Tdlewild untll X:30 pems for train Ho. 43, dus
for some reason he coufusad Idlewild with Lidderdale, s pasasing
track G0 mileo sust of Idlewilds KHe gave the order td the
fivemas and the latter read 1%, aleo uepdng Nldderdale as the
waiting polate After the aceldont Bugineman Saith sgaln read
tho order and Aisgovered that the waiting point was plaisly
writen me ldlewild, The only sxplaoation he eould gzive for
miareading Srein order Hos 81 wae Sthat leaving Fowberd he waa
13 sinutes late on Els sobsdule ordor and 1150 p.m« 2t Lidderw
dale would make his $relp 10 minutes lute on sobedule ot that
peints He stated that he zaw traln Hos 43 when 16 was adbout

150 feet awey and lmmedietely applicd the alr bBrakes in emergency,

reversed the englne, and had reduesd the speed of hiz train to
aboub 15 mdlen per lwmr at the time of the ecolliszicn. Dpon
balng «sked 1T shers was anyose olae an lootmotive ¢ otler than
the fireman amd himself, Ingineman Smith replieds
"Yos air. Two ladlss from (hloagos Don't know thelr
nares, T asksd Lf they oould ride when they tovk She
ploture at Idlewdld, zoing west, and rode from there to
Boplaney and returs on the engine,®
Uron belipg asked 4 Bo kmew 13 wee sgainet the rules %o parry
anyone obthyr thap emsloyess in the performasnee of their 2uty on
the sngine, he rensiled:
"Yos oir, Yut 4t has Deeh cdmmon practlioes to oarry
aur pasaocpgers, laiies end gentlemen, for a shorty ride
on the engine ox thiz Wild Plower Trein, apd T bave done
1% often on suggeation of a Dazsenger agent and om their
sards recuwveting suoh.?

Pirepan Neece of Srain No, %9 sbated that he road
train ordesr Ho., 5) whim 4% was glven 3o him by Engineman
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Smith and that he rexd 1t as awming Lilderdale a8 2he walting
polns, wnd that his error in sc roading i% comtyibmted Lo the
enzinemants arros

Tiagman Droper of tyeln No. 3% stated that he rond
tredn orior Wos U1 and understoud i correohly, Wt when his
tralpn passed Shrougb Tdlswlld ke Bad forgotden adout the aider.

“ Thls aceldent »u2 geused by She fallure o the erew

of iralnm No. 3% to obey iraln order Hos 31 and salt st Ldlow
wild wasll 1:%50 paise fOr traln do. 45

Consucior Baxter ie at fsulbs for net requiring She
englneman ¢ read train order Ro. 51 daek to him end nowing
thas bthe order wes propsrly undershood, as reguired by rule
No. £10, resading in gart =z followsi

"Phe sopy for ezch enginemap, with a olearanee

enrd, must be deliversd %o hin pervsemally by the cone
Gotor ana underasend Lo before setine dsem Afer

Heither 1= thare any sxougs Yor ths ongineman and firemsn of
train He. 90 resding the word Liddesdals instead of I8lewlld
into the orders

Pogineman Swmith 1o alsc at faulds for permidting the
two women Sn wide inm the oad of bhls engline; yeot 4t appesrs that
1t was the ocoumow practios to ernit unautiordized persone to
do &9, fremantly uson Sho rscuest of the railroad offislals
themgelves. Buch z practlice oan oot be oo atrongly eondemrnod,
this belng sapeeislly 5o on .. line or railvoad of this characber

with heavy mountain sysdes spd slmozt somtinuous curves where
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mployess should gilve thelr entire atiention %o the handling
of thelr train.

Comiuotor Raztar wie exmdloyed ap a bhvnikeman ip 1480,
promoted %o gsomdustor im 190G, and hez a olear recurd, IZngluew
zan Selth wns eamployed as an enginoman in 1883 and s the
oldeat epgineman on she enbire line in polnt of servise with an
Almost faultlesa record, sad wns ccmaidered ome af the woss
napable and gsereful employend

All of the other mymywﬂmzﬁsm& rsoords and none
bed Beon op Auty in violation of the hours of ~ervide law,
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