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M THE COLORADO MXDLAHD E U M T IDS* 

Gn August £7, 1915, there m& a bead-end colliaicra 
on. the Colorado Sldland Railway near I&lewild, €olo«» result-
ing in tho injury of 33 passengers* After inveatl&ation the 
Chief of the Givision of Safety reports an follows} 

Westbound passenger traia, spooisl So* 3©, consisted 
of leeenotlve 39, l oonbination baggage and lunch ear, 2 nay 
ooaohes, 1 combination ooaoh and open end observation oar and 
1 open top observation oar, and w&e in eharge of Conductor Bax­
ter and £&glneman a&itn, all of the oars being of wooden con* 
struotlon. This train is known m the *Th© Wil&flewer Special,* 
and is operated each day during July and Auguet between Colo­
rado Springs and Spinney, Colo*, a distance of SS*T niles, 
noting the round trip dally and stopping at various points 
to allow the passengers to view the aeenlo attractions and 
gather wild floors* Burlap the season 1918 thia train was 
operated under special acfcoduls zv»in orders each day giving 
it rights over all except first glass trains* This train 
left Spiaaey at lsi40 p# m* aad upon its arrival at Bewbort, 
Colo*, the orw in charge reeaived a. copy of train order Ho* 
61, reading as follows; 

"Special 09 Mat 4 1 1 wait at Idlewild until one thirty 1:̂ 0 p*cw tor Ho* 43 £ng# SJ3«* 
Train Re* 39 fthen left Howbert at ltQft p*a», passed Xdlswild, 



3*8 miles ease of Bowbert, at about Is 13 p#su* and collided 
with weetbound train Ncu 43 at a point about one-half nils 
oaat of tha east switch at Idlewild at Is 15 p*ja* sfclle running 
at a speed estimated to have been 16 niles per hour* 

Westbound freight train Ho* 43 aensistsd of logo* 
natives 3d and 32, 0 loaded oars, £fl cŝ tr oars and a oabooes, 
and waa in obargo of Conductor Sobsrti and Snglnssten zisoaltt 
and Brazil* Thia train left Colorado City, 8elo», at ejoO a.ja# 
en route to Leadville, 0olo#, a distance Of 133 sslles, left 
Fieri a a ant, siles west of Colorado City, at 11; 35 a.m., 
and arrived at tldderdals at about 1£«30 p*si#f at which place 
the crew in charge receiver a copy ef train order Bo* 51 above 
quoted. Train $o« 43 then left liddordalo and eollidad with 
train lis* 39 a® above stated while running at a speed of about 
15 alias per hour* 

locomotive 3$ of train Ho* 39. and loeo&etive 
the leading engine on train So* 43, were badly damaged and 
their front ends raised off the traok* One oar loaded with 
merchandise was derailed and destroyed shile tho draft rigging 
and underbills of the lunoh oar war© oonei&erahly dsst&ged* 
The remainder of tho equipment was not derailed and was but 
slightly danaged* The weather at the tiae ma elear* 

Tho division on tfhiob this accident ooourred Is a 
single-track line, operated under the train-order system* 
Approaching the point of collision froa tho oast there is a 
10-degrse curve to the left, 808 feet long* then a tangent 



143 feet long, then a lO-degree curve to the left, 393 feet 
long, the collision occurrlssg shout tho middle of this letter 

( curve end oa aa aooendlag grade ef 1«G4^ for «oothoumd trains* 
Approaching tho point of collision from tho west there ia a 
12~degree curve to tho left, IfS foot long* then a tangent 
149 feet long leading to the ID-degree curve on Whioh tho ao* 
did eat oacurrad. Th»? view of the englnenen of hoth trains was 
Obscured by the al&o&t perpendicular walla of the eanon on the 
south side of the railroad* an& neither saw the Opposing train 
until they **are within approximately 109 foot of oaoh other— 
too late to bring their trains to a stop before colliding* 

Conductor Salter of train 2?»* 3 stated that on tho 
day of the accident there vera about 160 passengers on his 
train and that he began collecting fares upon leaving Spianey, 
Approaching Sowbert he heard tho ssgiamca call for the train* 
order board and a*ton arriving t thst station he got off tho 
roar end of thS roar car ̂ na waU:sii tho office where he 
signed train order fto* 51 directing his train to wait at Idle-
trtld until Ii30 p* for traia No* 48* H® stated that he read 
the order aloud in tfrs presence of hia flagman and the operator 
and that he delivered a eojy tho order to the enginonan but 
did not read it to hiss* Upos leaving Bowbort ho again waa busy 
collecting farces whoa the collision occurred, and m@ not aware 
until that time that hia train ted passed Xdlettlld* 

Eaglneman Saith of train Wo* 3S» stated that he re­
ceived a copy of train order No* 31 at Herbert, directing bis 



train to wait at Xdlswild nntil 1*50 p*a* for train Ho* 43, but 
for sons reason be confused X<31«wil& with Lî dardale, a passing 
traok 6*5 jailes east of Idlewild* So gave the order to tho 
fireman and tho latter read it* also naedng X&ddsrdale as tho 
waiting point* After the aoeidont gnglnenan Saith again read 
the order and discovered that tho uniting point was plainly 
r̂iten as Xdlewlld* The only explanation h& could giro for 
jsisreadlag train order So* 51 mm that leaving flowberb ho was 
13 minutes late on hia schedule order and 1*30 p*ia* at Xaidder* 

<iale would make his trsin 10 minutes lata on sohsdnle at that 
point* Be stated that he saw train £o* 43 when it me about 
1^0 feet away and isaaediately applied the air brakes in emergency, 
reversed the engine, and had reduced ths speed of his train to 
asout 15 nilos per hour at the tiae of the collision. Upon 
being * sited if there WSSB anyone else on looonotive 3S other than 
the fireman and htaelf, Snginenan Ssiith replied) 

"Tas sir* fm ladles from Chios go* Don*t know their na&es* They aeteed If they could ride ̂feea they took tho pioturs at Xale^Hd, going west, and rode from there to Spinney «nd return on the engine** 
EFpon being asked if h© Sue*// it i*ee against th© rules to esrry 
anyone otb#r than &s»pioy#ae in th© performance of thai? duty on 
the engine, he replied* 

"Tea *ir, imt it baa been com»n practice to carry our passengers, ladies and gentlemen, for a short ride on tho engine on this? Wild flower Train, and I have don© it often on suggestion of a pas a eager agent and on their cards repeating sash** 
f iremn Jfeeee of train SO* stated that he read 

train order 2to* 51 whtm it tms uiveu to him by Saglnenan 



Smith. 9m that he read it *« aaaing tlaaerdale a« the waiting 
point, and that hia error In a® reading it eoafiribUt#4 to th« 
engincaaa's error* 

?lagaan Draper of train Ho* Z% atatad th&b he read 
train order Ho* 51 underatood It correctly* hat his 
trala passed through Idlsrwlii h© a&d forgotten about the order* 

This &oci<3en& sjms c&U3«d by the failure of the are* 
of trala Ho* $8 to obey train order Ho* 51 and smit et Idle* 
adld until liSO p*sa* for eraia Ho* 43* 

Conductor 3axt«?r ie at fault for not reojalring the 
enginesan to read trala order Ho* SI book to hia and fcno^lag 
that the order wgs prop*rly understood* ass required by rule 
No* £10, reading In part as follow®i 

"?he copy for esieh engineman* *$ta a clearance eard, aaat be delivered t© him pereeaaHy by the ce&<-duotor* Tha engineman must read it aload to the oon­dnotor and underatatid it before acting u^en it** 
Heithor is th@re any excuse for the eiigiaeaaa and firemen of 
train Ho* 3© reading the word Liddordale instead of Xdlowild 
into the order* 

Fnginemcn Smith ia alao at faalt for permitting tho 
two vsoaen to ride In the cab of hie engine2 yet it appears that 
It waa the eascou practice to pexait unauthorised peraone to 
do oo* frequently upon tho rcua&t of the railroad officlala 
themselves* Such s practice can aot be too strongly eottdeancd* 
this being ©apeeially so on line or railroad of this character 
with heavy aountedn gredee and ;il*io3b coatiauoua onrvea where 



smpleyeeg should give thai; ©xttire attention to the handling 
of their train. 

Conductor Saseter wis employed aa a br©ke*aaa la 1§§3* 

promoted to conductor in 1900* and has a alear reoord* Snsl&o* 
sen Ssiitb was enpleyed us an anginenan In 1883 and was tbo 
oldest an̂ inam̂ n on tbe entire line in point of service with an 
cliaoHt faultless record, and wms ooasi&orea one of the ms% 
w a b l e and careful eiftployeeot 

involved 
All of the other «s£*ioyeei&/Bad g$ed rooori^ and none 

haft been on duty ia violation of the hours of &®rv±m law* 


