Inv-203
July 8, 1914.

In re investigution of aceident on the
Colorado & Southern Rallwzy near South
Park Junction, in the yard limitas of
Uenver, Colo., on June 1, 1914.

On June 1, 1914, there was a head-end ¢ollision betwaeen
two pasaenger trains on theo Coloredo & Souwthern RHallway near

South Park Junction, in the yard limits of Denver, Colo., re-

sulting in the death of 1 employce and the injury of 20 passengers

and 2 employees.

ifter Ainveatigation of this sceldent the Chief Inapector
of Bafety Appliances reports 23 followa:

Eaatbound train Yo, 73 conaisted of 1 comblnation baggage
car and coach and 3 day couches, hauled by locometive NHo. 70,
and wans in chorge of Conductor Jones and Engineman Stein. Thia
train left Grant, Colo., at 531% a.m., on time, and at 8:35 n.n,
collided with westbound train No. 60 ot a point 1,860 {eect wesat
of South Park Juncticn while running at a gpeed of about 15 miles
per hour, AL the time of the ecllision train No. 73 was about
15 minutes behind {ts regul.r scheduled time.

Yesthound train No. &0 eonsisted of 1 combination haggage
¢sr and ¢oagh and 1 day eosch, hauled by locomotive No. 12, and
was in charge of Conductor St, John and EBngineman Auers. This
train left Denver at 8:2% a.m., jroceeded to South Purk Junetion,
6 distance of two miles, where it wsa reglaotered, snd left that

place at about 3134 a.n., colliding shortly thareaf?er\with trein

Ro. 73, while running at a speed of asbout 15 milas per hour.
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Both locomotives wers quite badly damagod, whila taree
ecaches were alightly damugod. The weather at the tize was
clear,

The division upon which this aceident ocoourred i3 & single-
track line, $raing being operated by train orders and time-card
rights.

The ¢ollision oceurred on an 3 degrse curve, 309 feet long,
st a point about 100 feet west of its enstern end., Approaching
thia ocurve from the east there 1s a tangont 1,800 faet in length;
apagrosching tnls curve from the west thers 13 z 14 degroe curve
833 feet long, followed by 251 feet of tongent. The viow of
both engine erews was obdoured by trees untll the locomotivas
wers within about 515 feet of auch othsr.

At Sheridan Juncticn, 7.5 miles west of Deaver, the crew
of train Jo., 73 received a coyy of train order #o. 1 resding as
follows:

"Ho. 70, engline 3, walt at South Parx Jet.

until 8:29 a.@., Valverde until 8133 a.z.,

Denver M11lls until 8:30 a.n., for Ho. 73 engine 70,7

Conductor Jones of traln Ne. 73 stated that he guve a copy
of the order to the engineman and remariXed that if they hurriled
they could make Velverdeo. He did not have the engineman read
the order back to him as ia required by the rules, but stated
tho substance of its contents to hin., He did not show the odder
to the bragemen until hils trsin reached Denver Hills, whereupon

he held the erder up 80 it could he seen and ramarked-to Zruke-

!
zan Lahew that they had until 8129 z.m. in ehich to resch Valverde,
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when in fact they had until 8:33 a.m. in which %0 reach that
place, his error baing due to his misreading the order. He
could not say whether or not Brakeuan Lehaw took the order, as
he was busy with the baggaize at the time., He further stated
that his train reached Valverde at 8129 a.m., pulled in on the
sidlng to permit train Ne. 70 to puss, then bucked out and de-
parted at #3131 a.n., However, he was not certaln that he read
nig wateh correctly and sald 1t might have baen later. lHe
thought he had three minutes in which to rerch South Park Junc-
tion and elesr train He. 60 by Bi34 a.a., which, in his oplnion,
was sufficient time., He had not overlooked train Ho. 60 nnd
¥new it was superior to hls traln. Bhortly after leaving Val-
verde he felt that something was wrong and upon looking ahead
saw smoke, indisating to him the approach of train No. 60. He
inmediately jumped up for the purpose of using the condustor's
emergency brake, but instead pulled the aly whistla. In the
meantine, however, the engineman hud 1pplied the air brakes.
Engineman Stein of train No. 73 stated that his traln ar-
rived at Valverds at #:28 az.m. and that train Ro. 70 passed thst
place at 8:30. Train Ho. 73 then pulled out on the maln line
and left that place at about 81304 a.m., which would give that
train about three and one-half minutes in which te reach Gouth
Park Junction and clear train No. 60. He atated that as hisa
train was leaving the bridge his fireman ealled to him to atop
and he applled the hWrakes in emergency. He did nﬂt/ggg train
Ho, 60 until within about 50 feet of Lt on acccunt of tha curve

e
snd trees on the inside of the szame, At the time of the col= _
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lision the speed of his train was about 1S milea por hour. He
gaid that the collision ocourred at sbout 83133 s.m. and was cuused
by tralan No. &0 belng shead of time.

Rear Bralteman Hanea of train Ho. 73 stated that when his
train left Valverde and proceeded toward Bouth Park Junection he
knew that train No. 60 was due to leave Bouth Park Juaction at
about the same time bhut wes under the lmpression thst hia train
had tine on that train. He had not sean the orders and aftaer
leaving Valverde he waes looking for Conductor Jonea to learn what
time he had on train Ho. 60, when the oollision ocourred.

Head Brakemsn Lehew of train He, 73 atated that Conductor
Joneg told him thut he had roceived en order at Bheridan Junc-
tion and they had until 3:29 a.m, t0 reach Valverde, but did not
show hizm the order. He did not ask the condustor for it becsuse
he was busy cheeking baggage. Un account ¢f the conductor tell-
ing him that they would meet train Ho., 70 at Valverde at 8:29 a.m.
he thought his train arrived at that place st 8329 a.m. and there-
fore belioved they would have suffiecient time to reach Sauth Park
Junction before the departure of train Nao. 60,

Engineman Auers of trzin Ho. 60 atuted that his trsin left
Denver at about 8126 a.m., arrived at South Park Junction at B:134
a.M., 2nd after registering left that place a few seconds later
snd gollided with train Ho, 73 at about 8135 a.m. Lesving Socuth
Park Junction the track 1s straight for sbout one-half =mile. %hen
he hed nearly reached the end of It he saw a lonomogiug and two

goaches coming off the bridge about four osnr lengths away, and
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applied the brakes in smergenoy. On acoount of the trees he
wz3d unsble to see the approaching train sconer. At this tine
the gpeed of his traln was about 15 miles per hour but at the
time of the colllsion it Lud besn reduced to about 4 miles per
hour, He knew that tralin Jo. 73 was scmewhere ca the read, bdut
az hls traln was the superior train he expected that traim to
¥eep clear or it.

Engine Foremsn Gstettenbauer, in charge of a switching crew,
stated that his traln wss on the siding at Valverde when traln
do0, 70 pussed that plece st about Bil2l z.m. Train No. 73 left
there at about 8172 for South Psrk Junction and therefore assunsed
that tratin Fo, 60 zust be late and intended to do some morse switch-
ing. He ieard traln Ho. 60 shistlo for s crosaing as train No, 73
was orosping the Platte River bridge and shoryly therenfter heard
them collide.

The crew of train Ro. 70 stated that their train left Bouth
Park Junction at 8t29 s.m,, passed Valverde at 8232 a.,n. and saw
train Yo, 72 on tha giding thera.

This aceldent was couwed by troin Ho. 73 eccupying the main
track on the time of a superior train for which Conductor Joneas
and Engineman Stein are responsible.

The gonduotor thought his train left Valverde at 6:21 &.n.
bhut seid it sight have been later. The engineman glelned to
have left Valverde at abcut 8:30 s.m. Or a half wminute thereafter,
and Insisted that the acecldent was due to train No. 60\peing ahesd

of tine, The statements of the members of the g¢rew af train No. 70
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however, z2 well as the statemants of the switching cerew which
vad on the siding at Valverde, show thet train ¥o. 70 did not
pass Velverde until 8131 a.n. or 8132 a.ns Train No. 73 then
had to bonek out of the siding, close the switeh mpd start on
its way, It probably departed from Valverde bdetwoen 83132 e.n.
end 8133 a.m. Inasmuch as trailn Ho, 60 was due out of South
Park Junction at 8:34 a.m., train Ho, 72 therafere only had be-
tween one snd two minutas L which to travel the distance of
1.4 miles to that point and take the siding for train Yo. &0,
£1l1l of the employees lavolved in this acoldent were ex-
perisnced men with good records and none had been oan duty in
viclatlion of the hours of gervice law, At the time of the
eallislon the erew Of traln No, 7> had been on duty 14 howrs

and § alnutes.
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