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In re investigation of accident on the 
Colorado & Southern Railway near South 
Park Junction, in the yard Halts of 
Denver, Colo., on June 1, 1914* 

On June 1, 1914* there was a head-end collision between 
two passenger trains on the Colorado & Southern Hallway near 
South Park Junction, in the yard limits of Denver, Colo., re
sulting in the death of 1 employee and the injury of 20 passengers 
and 2 employees. 

After Investigation of this accident the Chief Inspector 
of Safety Appliances reports is follows* 

Easthound train No, 73 consisted of 1 combination baggage 
car and coach and 3 day coaches, hauled by locomotive *Jo, 70, 
and was In charge of Conductor Jones and Rnglnewan Stein, This 
train left Grant, Colo., at 5:15 a.in., on ti&e, and at 8:35 a,a, 
collided with westbound train "Jo. 60 at a point 1,360 feet west 
of South Park Junction while running at a speed of about 15 allies 
per hour. At the tiae of the collision train Ho, 73 was about 
15 salnutes behind its regular scheduled tine, 

Westbound train So. 60 consisted of 1 combination baggage 
ccr and coach and 1 day co^ch, hauled by locomotive No, 12, and 
was In charge of Conductor St, John and Hntfineaan Auers. This 
train left Denver at 8x25 a.ns., proceeded to South Perk Junction, 
a distance of two jalles, &here It wsa registered, and left that 
place at about 3t34 colliding shortly thereafter" with train 

Ho. 73, uhile running at a speed of about 15 ailes per hour. 



Both locomotives were quite badly dasagod, whila three 
coaches were slightly daaa^od. The weather at the tiae was 
clear* 

The division upon which this accident occurred is a single-
track line, trains being operated by train orders and tiae-card 
rights. 

The collision occurred on an 6 degree curve, 309 ?eet lon&, 
at a point about 100 feet west of its eastern end. Approaching 
thia curve frosa the east there is a tangent 1,000 feet in length; 
approaching tills curve from the vrest there is a 16 degree curve 
030 feet long, followed by 251 feet of tangent. Th© viaw of 
both engine crews wag obscured by trees until the locomotives 
were within about 515 feet of e&ch othur. 

At Sheridan Junction, 7.6 taliea neat of Denver, the crew 
of train 73 received a copy of train order 2to« 1 reading as 
follows: 

nHo. 70, engine 9, wait at South Park Jet. 
until 3?29 a.a., Valverde until 8l33 a.m., 
Denver Mills until 8:36 a.ia., for No. 73 engine 70." 
Conductor Jones of train Ho. 73 stated that he a&ve a oopy 

of the order to the engineaan and remarked that if they hurried 
they could sales Velverde. He did not have the engineman read 
the order back to hist as is required by the rules, but stated 
the substance of its contents to hizi. He did not show the order 
to the bra^eeien until his train reached Denver Sills, whereupon 
he held the order up so it could be a sen and raiaarkgd to Bra^o-
aan t»ehew that they had until 3s29 a#s». in which to reach Valverde, 



3-

when In fact they had until 3t33 a.*ou in which to reach that 
place, hi3 error being due to hie jaisreadlng the order* He 
could not say whether or not Brakesian &ehsw took the order, as 
he was busy with the baggage at the time. He further stated 
that his train reached Yslverrie at St29 a.m., pulled in on the 
siding to peralt train Mo* 70 to pass, then backed out end de
parted at 3)31 a.£9. However, he was not certain that he read 
ills watch correctly end said it might have been later. He 
thought he had throe minutes in which to reach South Park Junc
tion and clear train Ho. 60 ay 3(34 a.a., which, in his opinion, 
was sufficient tiiae. He had not overlooked train So* 60 rind 
knew it was superior to his train. Shortly after leaving Val-
verde he felt that something was wrong end upon looking ahead 
saw smoke, indicating to him the approach of train So* 60. 3s 
ijaaadiately Juoped up for the purpose of using the conductor's 
emergency brake, but instead pulled the sir whistle. In the 
meantime, however, the engineumn h<xd -ip piled the air brakes* 

Engineman Stein of train !Io. 73 stated that his train ar
rived at ?alverds at a.a. and that train Ho, 70 passed that 
place at $t30. Train Ho. 73 then pulled out on the main line 
and left that place at about 3*30| a.a., which would give that 
train about three and one-half slantes in which to reach South 
Park Junction and clear train Ho, 60* ile stated that as his 
train was leaving the bridge his fireman called to his to stop 
and he applied the brakes in emergency. He did not see train 
lis. 60 until within about 50 feot of It on account of the curve 
and trees on the Inside of the same. At the tiae of the col* 



llsion the speed of his train wee about 15 ailea per hour. He 
said that the collision occurred at about 8s33 a.m. and was caused 
by train Ho* 60 being ahead of time. 

Sear Brakeraan Hanea of train Mo. 73 stated that when his 
train left Vslverde and proceeded toward South Park Junction he 
knew that train Ho. 60 was due to leave South Parle Junction at 
about the saute tine but was under the irapression that his train 
had tlae en that train. He had not seen the orders and after 
leaving 7alverde he was looking for Conductor Jones to learn what 
tl&e he had on train Ho. 60, when the collision occurred, 

Head Brakeiaan Lehew of train Ho* 73 stated that Conductor 
Jones told him that he had received an order at Sheridan Junc
tion and they had until 3t39 a.m. to reach Valverde, but did not 
show hlza the order. He did not asfc the conductor for it because 
he was busy cheeking baggage. On account of the conductor tell
ing his that they would aeet train So, 70 at Valverde at 8S29 a.m. 
he thought hie train arrived at that place at 8*29 a.m. and there
fore believed they would have sufficient time to reach South Park 
Junction before the departure of train No. 60* 

Engineiflan Auers of train So. 60 stated that his train left 
Denver at about 3J26 a./n.f arrived at South Park Junction at 8»34 
a.m., and after registering left that place a few seconds later 
and collided with train Ho. 73 at about St35 a.m. Leaving South 
Park Junction the track is straight for about one-half silo, ©hen 
he had nearly reached the end of It he saw a locomotive and two 

( ' 
coaches coaing off the bridge about four ear lengths ̂ Way, and 



applied the brakes In emergency* On account of the trees he 
was unable to fee the approaching train sooner. At this tiae 
the speed of his train was about 15 miles per hour but at the 
tiae of the collision it had been reduced to about 4 miles per 
hour. He knew that train 3c» 73 was sossewhsre on the road, but 
as his train was the superior train he expected that train to 
keep clear of it. 

Engine Foreman ftstettenbauer, in charge of a switching crew, 
stated that his train was on the siding at Valverde when train 
3o. 70 p&ssed that piece at about St31 a.n*. Train T$o, 73 left 
there at about Si 32 for South Park Junction and therefore assuaed 
that trnln 5o, 60 iaust be late and intended to do sane sore switch
ing. He heard train Mo. 60 whistle for a crossing as train No. 73 
was crossing the Platte River bridge and shortly thereafter heard 
them collide. 

The crew of train 3d, 70 stated that their train left South 
Park Junction at BtZ9 a.a,, passed Vaiverde at 8J32 a.gu and sa» 
train No. 73 on the siding there. 

This accident was caused by train So. 73 occupying the sain 
track on the tiae of a superior train for which Conductor Jones 
and Bnglnaaan Stein are responsible. 

The conductor thought his train left Valverde at St31 a.m. 
but said it sight have been later. The engineraen olaioed to 
hava left Valverde at about 0*30 a.(a. or a half ainute thereafter, 
and insisted that the accident was due to train Ho. 60 being ahead 

( : 
of tine. The statements of the saeabera of the orew of. train No. 70 



however, as well as the statements Of the switching crew which 
was on the siding at Valverde, show that train Ho. 70 did not 
pass Valverde until 6i31 a.a. or 3i3Z a.,m. Train So. 73 then 
had to hack out of the siding, elese the switch and start on 
its way. It probably departed from Valverde between 8 1 3 2 e.a, 
end St33 Inasmuch as train So. 60 was due out of South 

Park Junction at £ 0 4 a.m., train Bo. 73 therefore only had be
tween one and two minutes in which to travel the distance of 
1,4 miles to that point and take the siding for train So. 60. 

£11 of the employees Involved in this acoident were ex
perienced raen with good records and none had been on duty in 
violation of the hours of service law. At the titse of the 
collision the erew of train So. 73 had been on duty 1 4 hours 
and 5 minutes. 
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