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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACOIDENT WHIGH. OCQURRED -3~
" ONF THE CLEVELAND, QINCIREATI, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIB 21
RAILWAY NEAR ROCHESTER, OHIO, ON JUNE 6, 1918, - =22
August 3, 1918,

On June &, 1918, there wes a dersilment of a freight
tralp on the Cleveland, Cipcinnati, Chicago & 8t. Louls Reilwny
near Rocheater, Ohio, which remulied in the death of 2 employees. .
After investigation the Chief of the Burssu of Safety reporte “
as follows:

That part of the Cleveland Pivision of the {lsveland,
Oiveinnati, Chioago & 8%. Louis Railwey, upen whioch thi# meol-
dent oocourred, is a double-track line over whloh irains are
eperated by time itable, trein order and a nopasutomatic blpak
agetem, The track in this vioinity ie lald with 90- peund steel
relle, 33 feot 1n length, with twenty oak ties under ea¢h rail
and about 8 inoches of crushed stome ballaat, The rails &re
Jjoined by six-hole angle bars and a few tie plates are in use,
4t the plmoe of derailment, the %rack is on & £111 of abgut
slx feet,

Eagtbound extra 67156, comsisting of loocomotive 6718,

42 aa:rs and 2 cabooses, left Bellefontalne, Ohle, at 11.08
Psme¢, Juneé b, in charge of Comdugtor Hartlleb and Engineman
Miller and was en route to Lynndale, Ohlioe. TUpon arriyel at
Gelion, Okio, 60.9 miles sast of Bellefoniasine, at 3.52 u.m.,
June &, the 42 oara were set off and €7 other ears picked ;p,
and the train left Galion at 7.50 a.m., peaassed Roshester, 7.8
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miles east of Galien, at 9.3¢ a.m., end was derailed ef &
point about 1% miles east of Rochester about 9.36 while
running &t e speed of about 30 miles arn hour,

Sixteen cure ‘mmsdisately shead of the two cakoocmes
and three ¢ars on the reer end of the train were derailed,
Right of these ocars lay on their sides to the right of the

‘eagtbound track, one ear lay on 1ts slde %o the left of the

'+ weatbound treck, twe other omras lay on their sides with their
head enda olear of the westbound $rsaek, but with their resr
onds fouling that track. One oar stopped croscwlse the
weatbound traock, off its trmeks, but remsined upright. The
condustor and rear brakeman were killed,

The first mark of the dersilment wes found o7 & tle

about 850 feet east of Mile Post 41 and was sbout 8 inches out-
syao of the south rail of the eaptbound track and had the ap-
pearsnce of having been caused by & Journal bex bolt. From
Sehle point similer marks were found on the outer end of the
ties for a distance of about 26 feet, There were no vthexr
marks foy a distanae of 10 feet, but on a tle at this point
ther® were merks where a wheel had left the ralle to the south,
and ahogt 8 feet farther east there were marks indiecating where
another palr of wheels had lseft the tragk to the smouth, Phese
wheel marks graduslly worked to the south for a distance of
about 50- feet, From thie point the track wae torn up for s
distence of about 376 feet, and 20 rails and 22Y new tles were
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used in repairing the eastbound track and 1 new rall was
used in repeiring the weatbound treok.

The tresok is straight for ,a dlstanoe of 6 miles
west and 2 miles east of the point of accident and is laid
on & desoending grade of .36%. The weather at the time was
clear,

Engineman Miller stated that safter leaving Galien
his train made two stope and he looked back over the traim
geveral times and sgain Just before reaohing Rochester, but
gaw no indications of & hot box nor 4id he see any member of
the train orew working on & hot box, He said the train was
running at 2 speed of 20 or 30 miles am hour when the sir
brakes applied antematically, this being the first informa~
tion he had that there was anything wrong with the wrain.

Fireman Hitmnsn stated that he looked baok over
the train geveral times but saw no indieations of e hot bex
and the flrst he knew of the derallment was when the train
broke in two and the brekes applied automatiocally,

Heed Brakeman Sigler etated that when his train left
Gellon he was rlding om top vf the train shomt six cars behind
the engine, but did not see the conduetor or rear brskemsn on
the rear end of the traln nor could he remember receiving any
gignala from them. He said he bad looked kaok toward the
rear of the traln before resehing Roehestsr, but did not think
he loeked baok afier leaving there, and as hia train pasmed
Rochester he 8sid he eaw the operatar there, but oould net
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recall that he reaseived any sigmsl from him.

Seotion Foreman 3Jtandfield stated that he wae work-
ing en the north side of the track sbout & half mile eaat of
Rochester when extra 6715 passed bim st s speed of 30 ax 40
miles an hour snd he saw smoke coming from under the soukh
8ide of the train. He saw & men standing on top of a box
ear with a water oan in his hand and another man c¢limbing down
the south 8ide of thet car, but he did not Aive them any sig-
nals for they were not looking towerd him and from thelr se-
tions he thought they knew there wa® & kot box om the train
and were irying to coeol it. When informed of the sgoaident
he went there and found a8 joeurnsl bhox in the wregkage par-
tially bvuried in the dirt and when he dug it ocut it was ao
hot he eould not hoeld it in his hand; he made a gareful sesrch
but was unable to find the journal thet had been in the Journmal
box, He found the brass in the Journal box broken in twe
and one of the wedges wag lying about three or four gar lengthe
behind the truck from whish 1t eame and was badly worm., In
hig opinlon the zacident was caused by the journal getting mso
bhot that it broke off and dropped down, and the first maxks
on the ties were osused by the oil box dropping down and the
o1l box belt coming in contact with them.

Assidtent Wreok Foreman Arneld stated that when hae
arrived at the soene of accident there was a pelr of whesls
migsing and from the poeition of the truck he was poslitive 1t



i

was ihe rear truck of Penmnsylvania hopper car No, 1B7B8Y,
which was & 140,000-pound capecity car. In hia epinicn the
aogident wae caused by a Jourmal on the somth side of this
car getting so hot that it broke off,

Sectionmen Weeks stated thet he was working on the
south side of the traok about & helf mile west of Rochesier
when extra 6715 pessed him at a speed of 25 or 30 miles an
hour and saw a hot box on the south side and near the middle
of the %raln and fwo men on top the frain with a water ten or
dope bnocket walking toward that car from the rear,

Section Foreman Coleman sbtated thet he wes working
about 3 miles west of Hileg when extra &7156 pagssed him and he
saw smoke from a hot bhox on the south eide of & var about two~
thirds the tralmn length from the engine., He saw & trainmea
in the cupela of the caboose, gave him & hot box signal, whiah
was acknowledged.

Car Inspeoctor Robertson stated thet he wes in the
pump house at New London, 5.6 miles weet of Rooheater, when
extra 6715 paseed there, saw that there was 2 hot jourmal box
on a ?onnaylvania hopper oar snd 1% was blaging two or three
feet from the slde of the trnek. He saw a tralmman in the
cupela of ﬁﬁe caboose and gave him a signal, but as the man was
not looklng toward him he iid not bBelleve the trainmen saw ihe
signal., -

Operator Beaxdmley etated that when extra 6Y1E paBsed
Roshester he noticed that on abont the %0th ear frem the rear
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there was a hot box. He saw two trainmem on that ¢ar, gpave
them 3 hot box signzl, and they gave him & Bigml indleating
thet they knew of the hot box &nd were watohing 1t.

Operator Reely stated that when extra €716 passed
Eiles, 6 miles west of Rochester, he notioced smoke from & het
box om about the 20th car from the resr of that train, gave a
hot bax signal to ome of the trailnmen who was riding in the
cabogae, and received A eignal from him indieating that he knew
that there wasé a hot box on the traln, ”

Operator Ashwell etated that when extra §V16 arrived
et Boyd, 12.4 miles wett of Rooheeter, he saw & hot bex on a
eoval car ebout the middle of the train and gave the gonduotor
and rear brekeman a hot box signal, reeeived a clgnsl in reply
and the brakeman began %o look the train over to logata the
hot beox.

An examination ¢f the itrudk on which the hot box was
located diz0losed thet the journml had broken off about 9=5/4
inchea from the omd of the exle and about 2 inohes from the
inside ©olXar of the jJourmal, eand at the time of the investie
gation that pert of the Journal whioh broke off had not been
recovered, 1t probably beilng under the wreokage. The end of
the axle, éhe loner end of the wedge and the top inner end of
the oil howas;e 2ll darkened and showed évidengs of having
besn highly heated.

Thi® =ooldent wed caused by e hot box which wae aliowed
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%6 eontinue in the train untll it finzlly resmited imn & brokem

axle and the congequent derailment of the trainm.

The evidenoe indiocstes that the attention of Oon-
dnetor Hertlieb was dirscted to the hot box on his trein at a
point nearly 14 miles west of the point of acoldent and &t gev~
eral intermediate points by employees along the right of way,
It further eppears that at a point about 9ix miles west of the
point of aceldant the journal box had gotten so hot that it was
gemoking and blaszing, As both the sondustor and resar brakeman
were kllled in the accident no resson can be givan ae te¢ why
they failed to atop the train for the purpose of mettiang the
¢ar out or allowing the journal to oocel instesd of permittizg
it to prooeed & distance of 14 miles in that condition.

All the employees involved in this scoident had good
ra90rds and hed bheen on duty about 12 hours at the time of the

soaldent.
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