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IH m IJJTBSTISAIION OF AH AG01 DEBT WHIOH, OOOUBHSB 
OH THE CLEYELABD, CINCIfflSATl, QElGACfO & ST. LOUIS 
HAILWAI HEAfl ROCHESTER, OHIO, OS JUBB 6, 1916, - = * 

August 5, 1918. 
On June 6, 191B, there waa a derailment of a freight 

train on the Cleveland, Oincinnatl, Ohieage & St. Louis Hallway 
near HoChester, Ohio, which resulted in the death of 8 employees* 
After investigation the Chief of the Bureau of Safety reports 
as follows: 

That part of the Cleveland Bivision of the Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, upon wnioh thia aooi
dent occurred, is a double-track line over which trains are 
operated by time table, train order and a nonautomatlo block 
system. The track in this vicinity is Laid with 90* pound steel, 
rails, 3S feet in length, with twenty oak ties under each rail 
and about 6 Inches of crushed stone ballast* The rails are 
joined by six-hole angle bars and a few tie plates are in use. 
At the plaos of derailment, tne track is on a fill of about 
sis feet* 

Eastbound extra 6715, consisting of locomotive 6716, 
43 oars and Z cabooses, left Beliefontaino* Ohio, at 11.08 
p.m., June 5, in charge of Conductor Eartlleb and Bngiaeman 
ILL Her and waa en route to Lynn dale, Ohio. Upon arrival at 
Gallon, Ohio, 60.9 miles east of Beliefontaine, at 3.52 a.m., 
June 6, the 48 cars were set off and 67 other ears picked up, 
and the train left Gallon at 7.56 a.m., passed Rochester, 57.8 
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miles east of gallon, at 9 .34 a.m., aad was derailed, at a 
point about H miles east of Rochester about 9.36 while 
running at a speed of about 30 miles an hour. 

Sixteen ears ?.rjas?diotely ahead of the two cabooses 
and three ears on the rear end of the train were derailed. 
Eight of these ears lay on their sides to the right of the 
eastbound trash, ons oar lay on its side to the left of the 
westbound traek, two other oars lay on their sides with their 
head ends elsar of the westbound traek, but with their roar 
ends fouling that traek* One oar stopped orosawise the 
westbound traek, off its trucks, but remained upright. The 
eonduetor and rear brakeman were killed. 

She first mark of the derailment was found oa a tie 

about 860 feet east of Slile Post 41 and was about 6 lnohes out
side of the south rail of the eastbound track and had ths ap-
pearanoe of having been oaused by a Journal box bolt. Prom 
this point similar marks were found oa the outer end of the 
ties for a distance of about 26 feet. There were no Other 
marks for a distanoe of 10 feet, but on a tie at this peiat 
there were marks where a wheel had left the rails to the south, 
and about 9 feet farther east there were marks indieating where 
another pair of wheels had left the traek to the south. Thess 
wheel marks gradually worked to the south for a distanoe ef 
about 50- feet. From this point the traek was torn up for a 
distanoe of about 3T5 fset, and 80 rails and 227 new ties wore 
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used ia repairing the east bound track and 1 new rail was 
used in repairing the westbound trash* 

The track is straight for,a distance of 6 miles 
west and 2 miles east of tbe point of aooident and is laid 
on a de BO ending grade of . 26̂ >. She weather at tbe time was 
clear* 

Bnglneman Miller stated that after learing Gallon 
his train made two stops and he looked back over the train 
several times and again just before reaching Socheater, but 
saw no indications of a hot box nor did he see any member of 
the train crew working on a hot box. He said the train was 
running at a speed of 20 or 30 miles an hour when the air 
brakes applied automatically, this being the first informal 
tion he had that there was anything wrong with the -Grain* 

fireman Hitsman stated that he looked back over 
the train several times but saw no indications of a hot box 
and the first he knew of the derailment waa when the train 
broke in two and the brakes applied automatically* 

Head Brakeman Sigler stated that when his train left 
(Jalion he was riding on top of the train about six cars behind 
the engine, but did not see the conductor or rear brakeman on 
the rear end of the train nor could he remember receiving any 
signals from them. He said he had looked back toward the 
rear of the train before reaching Hocheater, but did not think 
he looked back after leaving there, and as his train passed 
Hochest©r he Said he saw the operator there, but could not 
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recall taat lie received any signal from him., 

Section Foreman ataadfield stated that he was work
ing en the north side of the track about a half mile east Of 
Ho cheater when extra 6715 passed him at a speed of 30 or 40 
miles an hour and he saw smoke coming from under the south 
side of the train. Ee saw a man standing on top of a box 
oar with a water can in his band and another man climbing down 
the south side of that ear, but he did not give them any sig
nals for they were not looking toward him and from their ac
tions ha thought they knew there was a hot box on the train 
and were trying to cool it. When informed of the accident 
he went there and found a journal bom In tbe wreckage par
tially buried in the dirt and when he dug it put it was so 
hot he could not hold it in his hand) he made a careful search 
but was unable to find the journal that had been in the journal 
box. fie found the brass in the journal box broken in two 
and one of the wedges was lying about three or four aar lengths 
behind the truck from which it came and was badly worn. In 
his opinion the accident waa oauaad by the journal getting do 
hot that it broke off and dropped down, and the first marks 
on the ties were caused by the oil box dropping down and the 
oil box bolt coming in contact with them. 

Assistant Wreck Foreman Arnold stated that when ho 
arrived at the scene of accident there was a pair of wheels 
missing and from the position of the truck he was positive it 



was the rear truck of Pennsylvania hopper ear No, 1B7687, 
which, was a 140,000-pound capacity car. In his opinion the 
accident was caused by a journal on the south side of this 
car getting so hot that it broke off* 

Seotlonm&n weeks stated that he was working on the 
south side of the track about a half mile west of fiochaster 
when extra 67IS passed him at a speed of 28 or 50 miles an 
hour and saw a hot box on the south side and near the middle 
of the train and |two men On top the train with a water can or 
dope bucket walking toward that oar from the rear* 

Section foreman Golemaa stated that ha was working 
about 5 mi lea west of Hllee when extra 6716 passed aim and he 
saw smoke from a hot box on the south side of a car about two-
thirds the train length from the engine* He saw a trainman 
in the cupola of the caboose, gave him a hot box signal, which 
was acknowledged* 

Oar Inspector Robertson stated that he was in the 
pomp house at Sew London, §,6 miles west of Rochester, when 
extra 6713 passed there, saw that there was a hot journal box 
on a Pennsylvania hopper oar and it was biasing two or three 
feet from the side of the truck. Ho saw a trainman in tho 
cupola of the eabooso aad gave him a signal, but as the man was 
not looking toward him he lid not believe the trainman saw tho 
signal* 

Operator Beardsley stated that when extra 6715 passed 
fioChester he noticed that en about the 80th oar from the rear 



there was a hot hex. He saw two trainmen en that ear, gave 
them a hot box signal, and they gave him a signal indicating 
that they knew of the hot box and were watOhlng it. 

Operator Reely stated that when extra 6715 passed 
Hilee, 6 miles west of Hocheater, he notloed smoke from a hat 
box en about the 20th ear from the rear of that train, gave a 
hot box signal to oae of the trainmen who was riding in the 
oaboose, and reeelved a signal from him indicating that he knew 
that there was a hot box on tha train* 

Operator Ashwell stated that when extra &T15 arrived 
at soyd, 12.4 miles west of Rochester* he saw a hot box on a 
QO&M ear about tbe middle of the train and gave the aonduotor 
and rear brakeman a hot box signal, reeelved a clgnal in reply 
and the brakeman began to look the train ever to locate the 
hot box* 

An examination of the truck on which the hot box was 
located disclosed that the journal had broken off about 9-3/4 
inches from the end of the axle and about % inches from the 
inside oolTar of the Journal, and at the time of the investi
gation that part of the journal which broke off had not been 
recovered, it probably being under the wreckage* She end of 
the axle, ihe loner end of the wedge and the top inner and of 
the oil box were all darkened and showed evidence of having 
been highly heated. 

Ihis aooident was caused by a hot box which was allowed 



to continue in the train until it finally resulted in a broken 
axle and the consequent derailment of the trala, 

She evidence indicates that the attention of Qea-
duo tor Hertlieb was directed to the hot box on hie train at a 
point nearly Id miles west of the point of accident and at sev
eral intermediate points by employees along the right of nay. 
It further appears that at a point about six miles west of the 
point of aeeident the journal box had gotten so hot that It was 
smoking and biasing. As both the eonduetor and rear brakeman 
ware killed in the accident no reason san be given as to why 
they failed to stop the train for the purpose of setting the 
oar out or allowing the Journal to oool instead of permitting 
It to proceed a distance of 14 miles in that oondition. 

All the employees involved in this accident had good 
reoords and had been on duty about 13 hours at the time of the 
aeeident. 
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