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INMTERSTATE COMMERCE COMIISSIION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY II" RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH CCCURRID ON THE
CLEVELAND, CTNCINNATI, CHICAGO % ST. LOUIS RAILWAY
AT IVORVDALE, OEHIO, ON OCTOSBER 15, 123%9.

January 234, 1230.
To the Commission:

On Octcber 15, 1929, there was 2 derailment of a
vassenger train on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicego &
St. Lovis Reilvav at Ivorvdale, Ohio, resulting i1 the
deathh of one emnlovee and the injury of one emnloyee.
Thip sccicent weg 12avestigated in conjunction with repre-
sentatives of the Qhic Commissicn of Public Ut:zlities.

Location and method of overetion

This occident occurred within the defined limits of
the Cincinneti Terminal Division, part of the Cincinaati
Division, extending between Ivorydale Junctioa end Geao,
Ohio, a disteace of 10.7 miles; within taese limits this
18 a Gouble-treck line over wnich trains are overated by
time-teble and en autometic block-signal system. The ac-
cident occurred within yvard limits eaet of Ivorvdale, at
a switch located ebout 400 feet west of Townshin Avenue;
this switch 13 a facing-moint switch for westbound trains,
and leads off the uwein track to the right or north through
& crossover thest connec:ss with 2 s1ding, the siaing paral-
lels the msin trecks for a considerable distance in each
direction from the voint of accident. Approaching this
voint from the eest the treck 1s tengent for several
miles, thig tengent extending congsioerebly west of the
switch., The grade for westbhbound treins 18 0.30 ver cent
descending at the voint of accigent.

The high switch stana 1s of the lever tarow tvpe and
1s located on the north side of the main tracks, tae
turnout 1s & No. 10. When the switch 1s closed a white
banner 1is displaved, and when 1t 1s cmen it displays a
red banner. This switch works 1n conjunction wita west-
bound automatic sigrel 2521; this signal 1s of tae one-
arm, three-nosition, upner-quadrant type, ana 1s loceted
approxiwately 2,475 feet east of the swidch, and a short
distance east of Elmwood Place,



—2~

There are seven street crossings between signal
2521 and the switch. At the time of the accident there
were two passenger coaches standing together on the
si1ding; the west ena of these coceches was apnroximately
100 feet east of the switch, resulting in the view of
the switch Jamn and banners being restricted to o dis-
tance of 1,150 feet from the left side of the westbound
main treck and to 1,050 feet from the right side there-
cf. There wes also a gondola standing on the siding at
2 point about 775 feet esst of the coaches, but thils car
did not obstruct the view.

The weather was somewhat nezy and a light fog pre-
valled at the time of the accident which ocgcurred obout
8 D1 Qalls

Descrivtion

The westbound motor car and trailer involved 1n
this scciaent were owned by the Western Union Telegreph
Commany, were onerated by an emyloyee of that comrany,
and were in charge of Conauctor-Pilot Daley, an emnloyee
cof the railvay comvainy. The motor cer was i1nsuleted and
therefore di1é not actuate the automatic block signals.,
It left West Sharon, the lost open office, 6.3 miles
eest of Ivorydale, at 8.16 a.m., and was attempiing to
get 1n oan the siding when 1% wag struck by train No. 15,

Westbound passenger trsin No. 15 consisted of one
club cegr, four Pullman cars, one dining car, and four
Pullman cars, 1n the order named, all of steel construc-
tion, hauled by engine 8520, and was 1n charge of Con-
ductor Martin and Engineman Malonev, This traln nassea
West Sharon at 8.45 a.m., one minute late, passed signal
2521, which apparentlv was displaving a proceed 1noica-
tlon, and was derailed at the switch while traveling at
a. speed variouslv estimated to have Dbeen between 40 and
€0 miles per hour.

The motor car and trailer were completely demolished.
Engine 6520 ceme to rest across both main tracks and on
1ts Tight gide, headed north, waith the front end about
400 feet west of the switch, the tender was torn from
1te trucks, but remsined uoright. The first three cars
were derailed, but remained upright on the siding. The
employvee killed was the fireman of train No. 15, while
the emnloyee 1njuredws the engineman.
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Surmary of evidence

Conducter-Pi1lot Daley, 1in charge of the motor
car and itreiler, stated that he vgs given i1nformaticn
es to traine ana inTormed that train Neo. 15 was on time.
The motor car devarted Trom West Sharon a2t 8.16 a.m.
and s few miles west thereof a stop was made, of gbout
two or three minutes duration, in order to pick up tools,
The motor car and treiler then continued westwerd ena on
rezching Elmwood Place, 0.4 mile east of Ivorydale, he
looked at his wetch and 1t wes then 8.46 a.m., while
train No. 15 was due by West Sharon, 5.9 miles distent,
at 8,44 s».m. Conouctor-P1lot Delev figured thet he
could get into cleer at Ivorvdale before train No. 15
arrivea, but on looking btack he gew the headlight of
that trrin, e2bout at the devet 2t Carthage, located 1.2
miles eest of Ivorycale, and told the gang foreman to
lignt » fusee. The speed of the motor car was reduced
to about 20 miles per hour and the gang foreman got off,
between the first and second streets west of Elmwood
Place, which would be about 1,000 feet from the switch,
and begaa giving stop signals with the lighted fusee,
on the eagineman's side of the approaching trein. The
motor car and trailler continued to the switch ana Cen-
ductor-P1lect Daley ran forward and ovened 1t as the
motor car slowea down, and the cars were moving in on
the siaing and tne conductor-pilot was attempting to
close the switch when the engine of train No. 15 reached
it. Conductor-Pilct Daley said that immediately after
the accident he looked at his watch and 1v was then be-
tween 8.48.30 and 8,49 a.m. He could not recall at what
time he vassed Carthage, 0.8 mile east of Eluwood Place,
where he could heve cleared the main line, and also said
that just befcre he onmened the switch he noticea thet
signal 2521 was displaying a proceed indication, but
that he could not tell whether the engine of train No.
15 had passed the signal at that time, saying that 1l
requires a short interval for the signal to function,
Conduclor-Pi1lot Dalevy further stated that he was busy
watching street crossings between signal 2521 and the
switch, in order to prevent an accident, as the 1asulated
motor car did not actuate crossing-protection cevices.
He was thoroushly familiar with the territory in this
vicinity, had a full supplv of flagging equipment, and
sa1d that he should not only have been clear of the main
track five minuvtes ahead of train No. 15, but that he
should have been 1nto clear at the time that treain was
due to leave the next station 1n the rear where time 1s
ghown, which 1n this instance was Wegt Sharon, the time
being 8.44 a.m,
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Gang Foreman Smith, a Western Unicn Telegrevh
Jompany emplovee, statea thet wnen east of Elmwood
Place, at about Osk Street, locatec approximeotely 1,700
feet east of the switch, Coandvctor-Pilct Daley looked
at his watch end said that 1t was 8.46 a.m., the gang
foreman looking at hls own watch and noting that 1%
was 20 seconds fester than that of the conductor-pilot,
who then remarked that train No. 15 was due oul of West
Sharon at 8,44 a.m. When about 1,000 feet east of the
awitch, moving at a speed of about 20 miles per hour,
Gang Foreman Smith said that he got off with a lighted
red Tusee, fell against the side of the gondola that
stocd on the siding, and then waved stop signals on
the engineman's side, but that his stop signals were
not answered and traln Nc. 15 passed him at a speed
of about 60 miles per hour, without the air brakes hav-
ing been applied. Gang Foreman Swith stated that a
crogsing whistle signal was gounded on the engine whistle
Just as the engine pessed him. He wes not familiar with
the territory in this vicinity end did not notice the
indication displeyed by signal 2521. With the exception
of Workmaa Greenlev, who cstimated the speed of the motor
car to have becn about 5 or 6 miles per hour at the time
the geng foreman jumped off with the fusee, statements
o three other members of the gang c¢rew developed nothing
additional of i1mportance. All of them fixed the location
of the flagmen as 1,000 feet, or more, east of tne
switch.

Engineman Maloney, of train No. 15, stated that
signal 2521 was displaying & proceed indication, green,
and that the fireman called 1t. The speed was about
20 miles per hour on vpassing Elmwood Place station and
Just afterwards he saw a fusee light up, whereunon he
applied the air brakes in emerpgency, before any step
signals were given with the fusee, and he said 1t was
not urtil he recsched a point 1n the vicinity of Town-
ship Avenue, which 1s located about 400 feet east of
thg switch, that he saw the switch banner displaying a
red indication. Engineman Maloney said that he saw the
motor car at the same time that he saw the fusee, and
he fixed the location of the man with the fusee as being
Just a little west of Township Avenue and about 200 or
300 feet east of the wotor car, he did not see anyone
around the motor car. Enginewan Maloney further stated
that the air brakes had bheen tested and workea properly,
that no trouble was experienced in observing signal indi-
cations on account of weather conaitions, that the head-
light was burning brightly, that the automatic bell
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Tinger was 1n coperation, that the engine whistle wes
gounded almogt continuouslv for the street crossing,
end that ae did not see anyone at the switch, and 1%
nas his opinion thet he had done 211 that he could

to prevent the accident, but that everythinz heonened
80 quicklv he hod no chance at all, saving that he
could have brought the trzin to a ston had prooer pro-
tection been efforded.

Conductor Martin, of train No. 15, was riding in
the second cer; he seid thet a service air-brake an-
plicaticn was mode approaching Elmwcod Plsce station,
how Zar east thereol he could not tell, following which
¢ second applicetion wss wede, a heavv one, anc then he
felt the cars bumping on toe ties.

Brekeman Filmore, of train No. 15, wes riding in
the seventh cer, he said thet an ailr-brake applicetion
was mede about one-half mile ezst of the switen, ond
then the brakes were released, and he did not feel
another aprlication until the accident occurred. Cross-
ing signals were scunded on the engine whistle all the
woy. Immedietelv after the accident he got off, about
two car-lengths eesst of the switch, and saird that at
that time he saw & man with a2 lighted fusee stending
on the engineman's side of the track in the vicinity of
Townshin Avenue, Just east of the two coaches that stood
on the siding, The fusee apparently had Just Dbeen
lighted, as 1t was not flaring brightly at the time,

Flagmen Markins, of train No. 15, stated that im-
mediately after the accioent he went to the forward end
of the observation car, the last cer in the train, got
off and looked along both sides, saw escaping steam and
derailed cars, and then started back to flag. He estima-
ted that on account of the fog, his visicn was restrict-
ed %o about 500 feet. The flagmen also said that the
train came to a stop with the observation car eest of
Townghip Aveanue, and thet at no time did he see 2 man
with a lighted fusce.

Agent Drake, on duty at Elmwood Place, said he was
looking toward the west and sew a man flagging with a
fusee; he located this man as being in the vicinity of
Townsalp Aveaue. Agent Drake also stated that he aid
not notice any reduction in the speed of train No. 15,
which he estimated to have been ghout 40 or 50 miles per
hour, and he fixed the time of the accident as 5.48 a.m.
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Conclusions

This accident was caused by the operation of a
motor car and trailler shead of a first-class train,
without sufficient time to clear the main trac< and
wilthout adeouate flag protection.

Conductor-Pi1lct Dalev said he should have cleared
the time of train No. 15 not less than five minvtes, and
should have been into clesr by the time 1t passed the
last station, which was West Sharon, where the train was
due at B.44 a.m., He could have cleared the main track
at Carthage, located 1.2 miles east of Ivorydale, but
1nstead of doing so he continued westwerd and did not
look at his watch until 1n the vicinity of Elwmwood FPlace;
1t was then 8.46 a.m., according to hls time, with
train No. 15 ovsrdue at West Sharon, and 1t was not
until he looked back snd saw the headlight of trein ¥Wo.
15 that he took any action toward affording flas pro-
tection. There 1s little excuse for his attempt to
clear the main treck at Ivorvdale, lesving the question
of protection until after train No. 15 hed come 1n sight,

While the testimony 1s conflicting as to when end
how the 221 brakes were apnlied, and alsc as to the
exact location of Gang Foreman Smith at the tine he was
flagging with the lighted fusee, yet 1t 18 cleer that
he was not back far enough to eneble Engineman Maloaey
to bring train No. 15 to a stop before reasching the
switch. It also epwears thet the engine of train Ne,
15 had passed sicnal 2521 before the switch was ooened.

All of the emplovees involved were experienced men,
the conductor-nilot heving spent sbout 20 vears 1in this
territory; none of them had keen on dutv in violation
of any of the nrovisions of the hours of service law.

Respectfully submitted,

W.P. BCRLAND,
Director.



