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REPORT CF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BURFAU OF SAFETY IN RE-
IRVEITIGATION OF AN ACCIDEJT vHTGK OCCURRED ON
THE CLEVELAND, CINGINCATI, CHICAGO & ST, LOUIS
RAILWAY AT GRRENWICH, OHID, ON MAY 31, 1933,

June 18, 1933.
To the Commissions

On May 31, 1923, there was a derailment of a freight
train on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & S5t. Louis
Rai1lway at Greenwich, Ohio, the derailed eguipmznt of
vhlicn was struck by another freight tTain on an adjoining
track, resulting in the death of one emplovee and the
injury of two employees. The 1investigation of this ac-
cident was held :n conjunciicn with a repregentative of
the Comrission of Puhlic Utilities of the State of Ohio.

Location and Method of Operation.

This accident occurred on that part of the Cleveland-
Indianapolis Division extending between Cleveland and Belle-
fontaine, Ohio, 3 distance of 140.8 nilesy in the vicinity
of the point of accident this is a double-track line over
which trains are operated oy time~table, train orders, and
an automatic block-s51gnal system. The first mark of derail-
ment was about 500 faet west of the station at Grdenwich;
apfFroaching the point of accident from either direction tae
track 1s tangent for severil miles, while the gzrade 18
slightly descending eastward. The weather was clear at the
time of tae accident, which occurred at about 11.35 p. M.

Descraiption.

Rastbound third-class freight train No. 80 consisted of
80 cars and a caboose, hauled by engines 6023 and 178, and
was 1n chirge of Conductor Mahoney and Enginemen Schultz
and Srringer. I+ 1l=2ft Galion, 24.9 niles east of Greenwich,
at 10.42 p.m., and as the wrain Jas passing tne station it
Greenvich the 31lst car becwre derailed on account of a
broken journal, fouling ths westhouni main track, and Te-
sulting in the air “razkes »eing arplied in emergency, hulb
before thz train had come to a stop this car was stTuck by
westoound train Wo. S1.

Westbound thaird-class freight train Neo. 91 consisted
of 47 cars aad a caboose, hvuled by engine 3015, and was 1n
charge cf Conductor Cotton and Engineman Geiseman. It
passed Boyd, an int=rlocking station located about 3,400
feet east of the station at Greenwick, at 11.35 p. m. and



very shortly afterwards collided with the derailed car
af train No. 80 while traveling at a speed estimated to
have been about 30 miles an hour.

Engine 6015 was derailed and came to rest at the
bottom of a 30-foot embankment, while the first six cars
in this train were alsoderailed. Two cars in train No. B0
were destroyed and four others derailed. The employee
ki1lled was the head brakeman of train No, 9Sl.

Summary of Evidence.

Engineman Schultz and Fireman Williams, of the lead-
10g engine on train Wo. B0, stated in substance that thear
first knowledge of anything wrong was when the air brakes
Were apprlied in emergency, apparently as the result of
breaking in two. Engineman Schultz called to the ¥ireman
anG head brakeman to get & fusee, while he also whistled
"brakes"™ to the crew of train No, 91, the engine of which
was about opposite his own engine, which #as moving at a
sPeed estimated by him to have been 38 or 40 miles an hour.
Head Brakeman Dunson lighted a fusee and said he threw it
of f at about the time the engine of train No. 21 passed.
Engineman Springer, of the second engine on train Wo. 80,
thought the engine of train No. 91 was about opposite his
own engine When the fusee was thrown off from the leadang
engine, The statements of these employess alsc indacated
that frequently they had looked back along their train but
had not seen any indications of a hot box.

Conductor Mahoney said that at Larue, where a stop was
nade on account of a brake hanger being in contact with a
wheel flange on the third car from the caboose, he looked
over the train until he met the head brakeman, who waid
every thing was 3ll right. At Galion the conductor in-
spected 37 cars, on the left side of the trzin, and said
that he felt every journal box, then crossed over to the
right side, but had gone back toward the rear a distance
of only 10 or 12 car lengths when the train started. This,
however, brouzht ham past the car which was afterward de-
railed., Both he and Brakeman Brockway esaid they had looked
at the train at 1t rounded curves en route, but had Seen
nothing indicating a hot box. After the accident the brake-
man went back to Protect the rear of his train and saw
crossing planks which had been torn up and also vheel
marks on the ties. He found the side ant 1id of a journal
box, and ahout 15 car lengths from the cavoose found another
portion of the journal box, wedge and journal, the latter
beang too hot to handle, but not red hot,.

The statements of Engineman Geiseman and Firéeman
McAtee, of train No. 91, were to the effect that their
first knowledge of anvthing wrong was when the englineman
of train No, 60 sounded the whistle signal for brakes,
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while at tre sare time a lighted fusee was thrown off.,
this being whan the engines were ghout opposite eath nther,
The spsed of thsir train then was about 30 or 35 miles

an hour, and the enzineéman said he at once applied the air
brakes in emergency but that the distance was too short

for the brakes to have much effect. The crews of each
train stated that the air brakes on their respective trains
were in good condition.

The journal which failed was at tne L-4 vwheel, under
the 318t car, wnich was the lealinz whesl on the forward
truck on the right side of the car ain the directaon in
which the train was moving, This car had been rarked
"bad order® at Bellefontaine on account of 2 worn vheel,
ani & ne# pair of wneels was applied by %he car repairman
at that point. Car Oilers Schuffner and WynegarT ware
Packing journal boxes ani the rormer sa1d he packed three
boxes under this car and had just packed z box on the 1eIt
g1de whare the new pair of ancels had been apprlied when
the whistle to quit work soundef:; at this time the rerair-
men were still working on the opposite side of the car.
Cir Oiler Wynegar sai1d he worked on the right side of the
car and examined 21l the boxXes except the one on wnich The
repallmen were working, and that they hat not taken out
the box pbolts 50 bhe could pack the box when tne whistle
for stopping work was sounded; he further stated tnat he
then notified Assistant Car Foreman Westphal. Assishant
Car Foreman Westphal acknowledged receiving this 1DxCImE-
tion, and sazid he went to the car, but was under tae im-
pression the box which had not been packed was on the left
side, and asked one of the repairmen 1f that oox had been
packed and was answered in the affirmative. He acknowledged
;t was his duty to look at the boxes and that he failed to

0 50,

Wreck Foremen Sherrick and Adams said thev found the
accadent duz to a journal havaing hecome overheated, breiak-
11z 25 a1 result thereof, and they thought there had been
no packing in the box.

Conclusions,

This accident was caused by a broken journal, due to
ovsrheating as a result of 1ts not being preperly packed.

The evaidence showed that a new pzir of wheels had
been applied under the car which was the first to be de-
ralled, but that a journal box on the south or right side
of the car was not packed after this renewal. The employee
whose duty 1t was to do tne packing notified Assistant
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Car Foreman Westphal that 1t had not been packed, and the
assistant car foreman wahnt to tha car hut was confused as
to which jJournal hox had not been packed and failed to
mike tne inspection which it was his duty to r.aks. Had
this 1nspection been made, he would aave found the hox
wihich had not been packed and this accident couldi have
been averted.

As there was no packing in the journal box 1t did
not blaze after 1t had become overheated, and thas un-
Gouhtedly accounts for the fact that 1t was not disc. vered
by the members of the train crew.

Assistant Car Foreman Westphal had had about five
years! experience in the car department of various roads.

At the time of the accident the crew of train No. B0
had beecn on duty practiczlly 5 hours, after 16 hours or
more off duty; the crew of trmin No. 91 had been on duby
Practically 3 hours, after 13 hours or mcre off Autvy.

Respectfully submitted,
w, P, BORLAWD,

Director,



