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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE­
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDEJT »*HT QK OCCURRED ON 
THE CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI , CHICAGO & ST, LOUIS 
RAILWAY AT GREENWICH, OHIO, ON MAY 3 1 , 1933 . 

June I B , 1933-

To t h e Commission; 

On May 3 1 , 1933 , t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t of a f r e i g h t 
t r a i n on the C l e v e l a n d , C i n c i n n a t i , C h i c a g o & S t . L o u i s 
R a i l w a y a t G r e e n w i c h , O h i o , t he d e r a i l e d equipment of 
whicn was s t ruck by ano the r f r e i g h t t r a i n on an a d j o i n i n g 
t r a c k , r e s u l t i n g i n t he d e a t h of one emp loyee and t h e 
i n j u r y of two e m p l o y e e s . The i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h i s a c ­
c i d e n t was h e l d m c o n j u n c t i o n wi th a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
t h e Commission o f P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s o f the S t a t e o f O h i o . 

L o c a t i o n and Method o f O p e r a t i o n -

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t of the C l e v e l a n d -
I n d i a n a p o l i s D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n C l e v e l a n d and Be l i e -
f o n t a m e , O h i o , a d i s t a n c e of 140.8 n i l e s ; i n the v i c i n i t y 
o f the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a d o u b l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r 
which t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d oy t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and 
an a u t o m a t i c b l o c k - s i g n a l sys t em. The f i r s t mark o f d e r a i l ­
ment was about 600 f e e t west of t h e s t a t i o n a t G r e e n w i c h ; 
a p p r o a c h i n g t h e p o i n t of a c c i d e n t from e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n t n e 
t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r s e v e r a l vlies, w h i l e the g rade i s 
s l i g h t l y d e s c e n d i n g eastv^ard. The wea ther was c l e a r at t he 
t i m e o f tne a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t aoout 11 .35 p . ru 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Eastbound t h i r d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r a m N o . 60 c o n s i s t e d o f 
60 c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e s 6033 and 178 , and 
was m c h a r g e of Conductor Man one y and Engmemen S c h u l t s 
and S p r i n g e r . I t l e f t G a l l o n , 34.9 r u l e s eas t o f Greenwich , 
a t 10 .42 p . m . , and as t h e t r a m was p a s s i n g tne s t a t i o n a t 
Greenwich the 31s t car b e c a r e d e r a i l e d on account of a 
b r o k e n j o u r n a l , f o u l i n g t h e westbound main t r a c k , and r e ­
s u l t i n g i n t h e a i r b rakes b e i n g a p p l i e d in emergency , but 
b e f o r e t h e t r a m had come t o a s t o p t h i s car ^as s t r u c k by 
wes t sound t r a i n N o . 9 1 . 

Westbound t h i r d - c l a s s f r e i g h t t r i m N o . 91 c o n s i s t e d 
o f 47 c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 3015, and was m 
c h a r g e of Conductor C o t t o n and Engineman G e i s e n a n . I t 
P a s s e d Boyd, an i n t e r l o c k i n g s t a t i o n l o c a t e d about 3 ,400 
f e e t e a s t of t h e s t a t i o n a t G r e e n e i c k , a t 11 .35 p . n . ^.nd 
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v e r y s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s c o l l i d e d w i t h t h e d e r a i l e d c a r 
o f t r a i n N o . 60 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o 
h a v e been about 30 m i l e s an hou r . 

Engine 6015 was d e r a i l e d and came t o r e s t a t the 
bo t tom o f a 3 0 - f o o t embankment, w h i l e t he f i r s t s i x c a r s 
i n t h i s t r a m were a l s o d e r a i l e d . Two c a r s in t r a m No. 60 
w e r e d e s t r o y e d and f o u r o t h e r s d e r a i l e d . The e m p l o y e e 
k i l l e d was t h e head brakeman of t r a m N o . 9 1 . 

Summary o f E v i d e n c e . 

Engineman S c h u l t s and Fireman W i l l i a m s , o f t h e l e a d ­
i n g eng ine on t r a i n N o . 6 0 , s t a t e d in subs tance t h a t t h e i r 
f i r s t knowledge o f a n y t h i n g wrong was when the a i r b r a k e s 
were a p p l i e d in e m e r g e n c y , a p p a r e n t l y as t h e r e s u l t of 
b r e a k i n g in t w o . Engineman S c h u l t z c a l l e d t o the f i r e m a n 
and head brakeman t o g e t a f u s e e , w h i l e he a l s o w h i s t l e d 
"b rakes" t o t h e crew o f t r a i n No . 9 1 , t h e e n g i n e of which 
was about o p p o s i t e h i s own e n g i n e , which was moving a t a 
speed e s t i m a t e d by him t o h a v e been 38 or 40 m i l e s an hou r . 
Head Brakeman Dunson l i g h t e d a f u s e e and s a i d he t h r ew i t 
o f f at about t he t ime t h e e n g i n e o f t r a i n N o . 91 p a s s e d . 
Engineman S p r i n g e r , of the second e n g i n e on t r a m "No. 6 0 , 
thought the e n g i n e of t r a i n N o . 91 was about o p p o s i t e h i s 
own e n g i n e when t h e f u s e e was th rown o f f from t h e l e a d i n g 
e n g i n e . The s t a t e m e n t s of t h e s e e m p l o y e e s a l s o i n d i c a t e d 
t h a t f r e q u e n t l y t h e y had l o o k e d back a l o n g t h e i r t r a m but 
had not s een any i n d i c a t i o n s of a ho t b o x . 

Conductor Mahoney s a i d t ha t at L a r u e , where a s t o p was 
made on account of a b r a k e hanger b e i n g m c o n t a c t w i t h a 
whee l f l a n g e on the t h i r d car from the c a b o o s e , he l o o k e d 
o v e r the t r a i n u n t i l he met the head brakeman, who ssaid 
e v e r y t h i n g was a l l r i g h t . At G a l l o n t h e conduc to r i n ­
s p e c t e d 37 c a r s , on t h e l e f t s i d e o f t h e t r a m , and s a i d 
t h a t he f e l t e v e r y j o u r n a l b o x , t h e n c r o s s e d o v e r t o t h e 
r i g h t s i d e , but had gone back t o w a r d the r e a r a d i s t a n c e 
of only 10 or 12 ca r l e n g t h s when t h e t r a i n s t a r t e d . T h i s , 
h o w e v e r , b rough t him p a s t t h e c a r wh ich was a f t e r w a r d d e ­
r a i l e d . Bo th he and Brakeman Brockway s a i d t h e y had l o o k e d 
at t h e t r a i n at i t rounded c u r v e s en r o u t e , but had s een 
n o t h i n g i n d i c a t i n g a ho t b o x . A f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t t h e b r a k e -
man went back t o p r o t e c t t h e r e a r o f h i s t r a i n and saw 
c r o s s i n g p l a n k s which had been t o r n up and a l s o w h e e l 
marks on t h e t i e s . He found the s i d e and l i d of a j o u r n a l 
b o x , and about 15 ca r l e n g t h s f rom the caboose found ano ther 
p o r t i o n of t h e j o u r n a l b o x , wedge and j o u r n a l , t h e l a t t e r 
b e i n g t o o h o t t o h a n d l e , but not r e d h o t . 

The s t a t e m e n t s of Engineman Geiseman and F i r e m a n 
M c A t e e , of t r a i n N o . 9 1 , w e r e t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t t h e i r 
f i r s t k n o w l e d g e o f a n y t h i n g wrong was when the engmeman 
o f t r a i n N o . 60 sounded t h e w h i s t l e s i g n a l f o r b r a k e s , 



- 3 - 962 

w h i l e a t t r e s a r e t i n e a l i g h t e d f u s e e wag th rown o f f , 
t h i s b e i n g when t h e e n g i n e s were about o p p o s i t e each o t h e r . 
The speed o f t h e i r t r a i n fchen was about 30 or 35 m i l e s 
an hour , and t h e engmeman s a i d he a t once a p p l i e d t h e a i r 
b r a k e s m emergency but t h a t t h e d i s t a n c e was t o o shor t 
f o r t h e b r a k e s t o have much e f f e c t . The crews o f each-
t r a m s t a t e d t h a t the a i r b r akes on t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e t r a m s 
w e r e i n good c o n d i t i o n . 

The j o u r n a l which f a i l e d was a t t n e L - 4 w h e e l , under 
t h e 31st c a r , which was t h e l e a d i n g whee l on the f o r w a r d 
t r u c k on the r i g h t s i d e of t h e car i n the d i r e c t i o n i n 
wh ich the t r a i n was m o v i n g . T h i s ca r had been marked 
"bad o r d e r " a t B e l i e f out a m e on accoun t of a worn v h e e l , 
and a new p a i r of wheels was a p p l i e d by t h e car r epa i rman 
a t t h a t p o i n t . Gar O i l e r s Schuf fne r and Wynegar were 
p a c k i n g j o u r n a l boxes and the f o r n e i s a i d he packed t h r e e 
boxes under t h i s car and had jus t packed a box on the l e f t 
s i d e where t h e new P a i r of k n e e l s had been a p p l i e d when 
the w h i s t l e t o q u i t work sounded-, at t h i s t ime t h e r e p a i r ­
men were s t i l l w o r k i n g on t h e o p p o s i t e s i d e of t h e c a r . 
Car O i l e r Wynegar s a i d he worked on t h e r i g h t s i d e of t h e 
ca r and examined a l l the boxes e x c e p t t h e one on wnich t h e 
r e p a n m e n w e r e w o r k i n g , and tha t t h e y haa not t a k e n out 
t h e box o o l t s so he c o u l d pack the box when tne w h i s t l e 
f o r s t o p p i n g work was sounded; he f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t he 
t h e n n o t i f i e d A s s i s t a n t Car Foreman w e s t p h a l . A s s i s t a n t 
Car Foreman Wes tpha l acknowledged r e c e i v i n g t h i s ITX^r>iac­
t i o n , and s a i d he went t o t h e c a r , but was under tne i m ­
p r e s s i o n t h e box which had not been packed was on t h e l e f t 
s i d e , and a sked one of t h e r e p a i r m e n i f t h a t oox had b e e n 
packed and was answered i n t h e a f f i r m a t i v e . He acknowledged 
i t was h i s d u t y t o l o o k at t h e boxes and t h a t he f a i l e d t o 
do s o . 

Wreck Foremen S h e r r i c k and Adams s a i d thev found t h e 
a c c i d e n t dua t o a j o u r n a l h a v i n g become o v e r h e a t e d , b r e a k ­
i n g as a r e s u l t t h e r e o f , and t h e y though t t h e r e had been 
no p a c k i n g m t h e b o x . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by a b roken j o u r n a l , due t o 
o v e r h e a t i n g as a r e s u l t o f i t a no t b e i n g p r o p e r l y p a c k e d . 

The e v i d e n c e showed t h a t a new p a i r o f whee l s had 
been a p p l i e d under t h e c a r which was t h e f i r s t t o be d e ­
r a i l e d , but t h a t a j o u r n a l box on t h e south or r i g h t s i d e 
o f t h e ca r was no t packed a f t e r t h i s r e n e w a l . The employee 
whose duty i t was t o do t h e p a c k i n g n o t i f i e d A s s i s t a n t 
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Car Foreman ^ e s t p h a l t h a t i t had n o t been p a c k e d , and the 
a s s i s t a n t car foreman whnt t o t h e ca r but was c o n f u s e d as 
t o which j o u r n a l box had n o t been packed and f a i l e d t o 
make the i n s p e c t i o n which i t was h i s du ty t o make . Had 
t h i s i n s p e c t i o n been -nade, he would nave found t h e box 
which had not been packed and t h i s a c c i d e n t c o u l d h a v e 
been a v e r t e d . 

As t h e r e was no p a c k i n g in the j o u r n a l box i t d i d 
n o t b l a s e a f t e r i t had become o v e r h e a t e d , and t h i s un ­
d o u b t e d l y a c c o u n t s f o r t h e f a c t t h a t i t was not d i s c o v e r e d 
by t h e members o f the t r a i n c r e w . 

A s s i s t a n t Car Foreman Westpha l had had about f i v e 
y e a r s ' e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e c a r depar tment of v a r i o u s r o a d s . 

At the t i n e of t h e a c c i d e n t t h e crew o f t r a m Wo. 60 
had been on duty p r a c t i c a l l y 5 h o u r s , a f t e r 16 hours or 
more o f f du ty ; t h e crew o f t r a m Wo. 91 had been on du ty 
P r a c t i c a l l y 3 h o u r s , a f t e r 13 hours or more o f f d u t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

i". P , BORLAND, 

D i r e c t Or, 


