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On Bar oh In* 1918* there WAS A heed-end collision en 
the Cleveland* Cincinnati* Chicago * St* Louie Hailroed at 
areeneastle. Ind., between « passenger train and a freight 
train, resulting in tha death of the engines** of the freight 
train, tha fireaan of the passenger train, and one treap&assr, 
and injuries ta eleven enploye«# thirteen passenger* and two trespassers^ • 

This aooident was reported by telegraph by the Cleveland, 
Cincinnati OhlOago ft an« Louie Railroad on Bar oh 1»# and after Investigation* tha Chief Xnepaetor of Safety Appliances 
reports as follows* 

At the plana of tha accident the Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
Chicago a at* teals Railroad Is a doubla traok line running 
east and wast ava* a etntaan-fnet fill, Tha trash is laid 
with 90 pound, 3&»foot» atael rails* oa oak ties, laid In 
gravel bailees* and Is wall aalntained* Tha point where tha 
collision occurred i« an a tangent, with an anobetrueted view 
for eore than a ails approaching froa tha west. The grade is 
nearly level* being elightly uphill toward the eeet, 

H %' 
A annuel block signal system, under standard coda.rules, 

is used for tha operation of trains. The switches and signals 
at the plana at tha aooident are controlled froa an interlocking 
tower, whleh la also a block signal and telegraph station, where 
train ordera a m issued and a record is kept of all passing 
trains, tha offioa being open continuously day and night. 

on tha data of tha aaaldent extra freight train west bound, 
hauled by angina Na« nWB and oonelatlng of 4 8 empties* " 
loaded oart and ftobeoee, with aonduotor ailehrist and m 
Milan in charge* left Brlghtwoad Yards* near Indianapolis* 
its eastern teralnal, at 6|06 p« »*. using the wast aonnd traok* 
on arrival at nana* a station ST alien west of Indianapolis* 
at fiilO p« n^W antra Ha« «T08 reneived an order to usa tha 
aast bound trick ta Beiaar* tha next station west, with rights 
aver opposing east bound trains* On arrival at beloar at 

p*** w i train rsaalvod another order ta u s a tha east 
bound traok t a tiding at Orsoneastle* with rlghta over opposing 
east bound tralae. m arrival at this siding tha train did 
not enter tfta elding, bat aontinasd westward on tha aaln traok 
a dlstanaa a f about I #O0& feat ta tha hone signal at Oreen-- -
eastle ©roseover* at whinh plaoe it arrived at 9*10 p*a.» and 
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two sleepers, one dining ear and one observation ear, with 
conductor Cunninghara A M Saglaeaan Donaldson In aharge* ieft 
8t. touie on tlae ut fttoo p«a» Sale train passed Alia* the 
fir it telegranh station west of Qreeneaetle« at 9*38 p . a . » 
16 ainutee late* and ran froa Alaa to Sreenaastle, a distance 
of 9.3 ailes, la 10 oinutes, colliding fc§ad~on with extra So, 
i?08 at 31*48 p a « Tha eatiaated speed af t h o passenger train 
at tht tine of oallisloB was SO mil a a per hour. Both engines 
were badly danaged but regained upright a n tho flXX* tho 
buffet oar was thrown dawn tba ssbanfcsent oa tha northf the two 
Fullssn sleepers following were derailed ant ware only slightly 
daaaged, the foroa of tha ooliteion drove tha freight train 
baofe about 160 feet froa tha point af lapaat* 

Oreenoaetle blook tower, where this accident occurred, la 
39 nils* west of Indianapolis and ia located on the north side 
of the two sain track a« 2t haa 3& worhlng lever* that control 
two crossovers connecting the east bound and watt bound aain 
tracks, as wall ae the ewltehee whioh lead froa tha oaat and 
west bound pa § fling track a, storage traok, and house tr^k, to 
the stain tracks, and all signals and derails connected therewith, 
the operator also eleotrieailr controls the look en tho outlying 
switches leading to the passing trao&a, so that before a train 
can enter or leave these aisinge tha toweraan aast unlock the 
ewitehea froa tha towsr. & telephone box is loo&tad near the 
passing track switches so that telephone eoasmnioation aan be 
had with tho toweraaa. trains wishing to enter tha passing 
track are required to call tbe towera&n, who electrically 
unlooks tha switch so that it oan be used* After tbe train le 
olear the conductor Is required to notify tha tawarasjt* 

Conductor ©llohrist stated that whan his train arrived at 
Reno he reeeived an order to use the east bound aaln track with 
right over opposing trains from Hano to tha oressever at Palmar, 
Upon arrival at Deitaar they got eoal and water and then aaae 
down to the telegraph office* She signals were lined up for 
the east bound sain track., and they received an order giving 
them right over east bound trains to the siding at GreenOastle. 
it was snowing hard when tho train arrived at waenoaetlo, so 
that tha conductor could not see the signal indication at the 
bio oft station. However, the train did not stop and enter the 
eld ins; as directed, but continued on the aaln traofe east the 
siding and stopped with the engine at tha hone signal near the 
crossover on the east bound aaln traofc* tha eonduator then 
put out a flag for rear protection, and hail been standing there 
be thought about five mimi&ea when No. 87 went by. In nine or 
ten ainutes train So* 06 passed, and ha then started for the 
forward end of the train, inspecting tha ear* as he went toward 
the engine* Ho arrived at tbe engine about the tlge No* SO1 a 
headlight snowed up on the east bound main traefc / fib then ran 
four or five oar lengths ahead of hie train and toaaged So. 20 
with his white light, the englneaan on train tfo. 80 answared 



thia signal but ana unable to stop hia train b«for<& tha 
collision* Gonduetor ailohriet wae unable to ear whether 
or not the headlight on tha freight train wan eov*r*d, 
bee&na* ha did not look baoH after passing it. He atated 
that ha heard tha anglnesan'e voioe when ha p&n&eA tha angina 
but oould not anke out irhat he said. Ha aait! that ha knew 
that they war* on tha main tr&9k# hut auppoaad tha operator 
had worked tha blook for their train to bring it down tha oaln 
U n a for another aoveraent* whiah w«u§ of tan dona. 

Hffftd hrahejstan Kelaey at at ad that ha had had only alx 
or eavan weeka* eaperianoe aa a hraka»an# and that he had never bean asaiflined or Instructed on tha rules. Hi a atateraant 
on thia point was aa foilowe i 

<Z* How long hav<j you been in our service sa ore-teaman? 
A. Sinaa tha ftgnd day of January, was hired on tha 

SSnd day of Saoataber* 
q, fan were hired Seaaehar 2Hnd and have been war&ing 

regularly einae January B8nd? 
A* Jfee sir, 
Q. Po you h&ve a copy of tha hook of rule»? 
A. *ea air* 
Q, tfho eaployed ?gu"? 
A. Mr* haaport. 
Q« Have you bean examined o r tha rules? 
A. Ho »ir# 1 hnve not* Were you inetruatad with reapeat to tha mlos, or 

*my of them when you war© oigplojradY 
A« Bo# I do not remeafear that t «aa» 1 know 1 was not. 

1 didn1* know wh&t a *highbaH* was* nor & atop signal or 
anything alaa when X started out* 

Wara yon e&ployed as a atudant orakeasan? 
A* Xae air* 
4. Have yoa raad tha nilaa? 
A. Sow, yea# hut 1 have been working pretty ateady and have not had aweh of a ohanee. t hnvo read saas® in 

different plaaea in tha hook* 
H« a*l& ha did not know of tha ordera giving hi a train 

ri$ht of traok to tha siding at Graenc&sstla, end whan the train 
easa down tha main traoK and stopped at tha home* elgnal ha 
writ up to tha tourer and asked tha operator, •Sfhat are we 
doing over there**, and in reply aa to *hen they arrived ha 
atated that thay got thura at 9tl0. After So* ©5 passed ha 
stated that tha operator a aid to hi a, *Looka Ilka you are on 
saain traok% and aoon after also told hia that as soon aa 
Ko. SO want thay dould go, and he a®Id *A11 right"f that the 
operator than said aomething about tha headlight not being 
covered, and ha told him t?h«t ha had nothing to do with tha 
headlight hut would go down and mention it* H# atated thsit ha 
than went down to the engineiganfa aide of tha engine, and - „ oil lad four or five timm and the rirea&n arose and ha aald 



snaathing «bout nevertag the headlight for Ho* WOI tho 
fireaan Juaped dean end started to sovsr tha Headlight and 
he heard the engineaen say, •Bonft never aha headlight4* 
He than saw no. 60 cooing and asked, the eagincama for a 
fueee and tried to flag the train, tTast at that tlaa the 
conductor aaae up froa the rear of tha train and ran poet 
hla, flagging train Wo, SO aith hie whit* light. Kelsey 
stated positively that ha did not tall tha *$»R**VR that 
tha train ana in the elear« -

rireaan Ball of Extra Ho. ST08 stated that he had been 
firing elaee July 10, 1911. and had had ton nanthe* previous 
experience ae a fireaan* an had not been ex&ninod on tbe 
ruiee* he did not read tha order tha englneaan had leaving 
Delaar, but while he was putting In a fire ha heard tha 
englneaan read the order and thought it read ta tha crossover 
at areene&stle* on arrival at Greeneaetle whan they stopped 
on the aaln traok, he renained in the aab and attended to 
his fire. They stood there about 30 alnutee, during whioh 
tiae trains No. 3? and He* 9a went by* All at once he saw 
a headlight show up, and the brskeaan oaae ta tha engineer's 
aide and nailed to oover the headlight as So* 20 was coming. 
Ball stated that he evidently lost hie head, and had eoaa 
trouble getting the headlight covered. 8a had aavered it Just 
prior to the tiae of th© collision and was only about 30 
feet away froa the engine when the collision occurred. 
r Flagaan Pavls of extra d?0& stated that whan they arrived 
st dreene&stle he said to the conductor that tha train had 
pulled by the siding and th^t tha conductor said, *Surely not". 
He then went back to flag and was back flagging when the 
eollieion occurred. 

Telegraph operator Johnson as the interlocking tower had 
been in service about a or 9 months, He had had seven years * 
f revioaa experience. He stated that ha received ardor He. 
50 for all trains east, and when extra MO* 670S arrived at 

it 10, the head brakeaan eame into tha tower and ha a sited bin 
If he was in the elear and he said, *XeaA at 9.10*« Tha 
towers&n so notified the dispatcher, who then issued an order 
annulling order Uo. 160, Johnson also statsd that froa the 
tower he sou Id not see whether the train was ah tha aaln traok 
or siding, ae th$re were flvo tracks there* He said that he 
unlocked the passing traok switch when estra Ha, S703 left 
Staiaar ao that they could fwad In on the siding on their 
arrival, end he did not receive notion from tha conductor, as 
was required by the rulee, that the train was iCthe clear. 
He also stated that while conductors era supposed to wall 
hla up froa the telephone nox and notify bin th^t they are in the clear, they do not always do It, and that he did not know whether or not the telephone oonneotion with the box 



near the east paeeing track switch was In working order that 
night* Ha said it had bean euetotaary whan trains are in the 
aiding to take the ward of tho brakeoan as to when trains 
were in tha ttlear* and that generally no questions ware asked. 
He said that if ha had wanted thia train on tha main track ha 
would have worked the board or given a lantern signal* but 
that ha did not give thea any signal on thia osession* Johnson 
further stated that It la ouatoaary to m a trains against 
the our rant of traffio and thut there Is aster a sight that 
they do not do it at that station. Hi was «»rtain tha brakesan 
understood his quoition as to whether or not his train was 
in the olear, and he reported the train in the olsar to tha 
diepstohtr after being told by tha brakeaan that it was in 
tha clear. The ferakeoan left tha tower to tall tha engins$an 
or firea&a to eover tha headlight after train Ho, 20 had been 
reported by Alma* 

Rule Ho* 32$ of the rules governing employe© of tha 
Cleveland* Cinelnn&tl, Chia^ge a St* Louie Railro&flreads as 
follows! 

whan a train takes a aiding the signalman auat know 
that It lis olear of tha blook before giving or 
displaying a elear signal for that blook* 
The signalman wist obtain control of tha blook before 
permitting a train on a aiding to re-enter tha block. 

The towenaan's remark to the brakaaan that tha "train 
looke like it ia on tho urn in tr&ak"* and his knowledge of tha 
rule that tha headlight uncovered indicated that the train 
W A S on the m&in track* aft well as tha fadt that the conductor 
had not reported the train clear to hits as required, shows 
oonoluaivaly th&t he did not eosply with thie rule. 

The train dlepatoher handling trains on thia division la 
located af Torre Haute, Ind., 34 alias wast of dreenoastle. 
On tha night of the aooldent trains were bains handled by 
dispatcher Allan, Be stated that wh»n extra No. 6708 arrived 
at Heno« he issued order Mo. 147, at 9il0 P . M . , reading as follows 

*Engine alxty-sevon naught two (6702J run extra and 
has right over opposing trains on eastward track, Reno 
to Crossover at Deleter.* 

Thia order was issued ao that train 8 0 . 3 ? . a wast bound 
express* and train So. 96* a faat neruhandiae freight, could 
continue wast on the west bound am In traok and &&g* astro Ma* 
6702 without delaying tha latter train* than MO, Q*?02 arrived 
at Palmar, trains 27 and 95 not having passed, ord&r No, 160 
was issued at 8:63 p«».* reading as follows! _ 
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•Engine sixty-seven naught two (6708$ ran extra 
and .Has right over apposing trainn an sestsoahd 

- tre^nV Belaar ta aiding at amsaaastln** r > *•> 
tf^ At 9ii3 0* |t 14 the operator at Grosncaatle Mack station 

W - V reports* to the dispatcher on tha telephone that antra Ho, 
w M " a?oa was In tha nleer at 9flo« Tha train dlspateher 
®i-t (although ha afterwarde adaittsd thai ha thought -It rather 

. short tine for this train to dear at 0rsanaastla than it 
did not leave heiner* e.n alien anay* until 9tt9} than 
annulled order Ha. l&O, which was addressed to nil trains 
east at Oraeneaetla ta the aperatar at that tower, lie stated 
that It was the practice in eases of this kind to accept the 
word af the operator that tha train *a» lit the clear at a 
given tine to constitute tha fulflllssnt Of an order, without 
requiring ear aeseage froa the conductor, or having him sign 
the annaUaeat order* 

The dispatcher stated further that after train ffo» 0a* 
a seed Qreenoaatle at 9t4S# the aperatar at Greenoaetle asked 
im if he should let extra arose aver ta tba west hound 
traok and go to the advance signal located wast of the inter* 
looking tower, and ho instructed tha operator to hold then in 
the siding until after Ho, EG had gone and then he would 
probably handle thea on the east bound aaln track to Man* 
At 9*50 the operator at Greenoaetle called the dispatcher up 
over the telephone and stated, *We have a bad wreck herej 
No. SO has run into extra So. *70@«* Dispatcher alien farther 
gteted that it was the practice to handle trains on either 
$raok an this division, and that tha aaveaent directed in 
order 160 was seldom used, ae it was nustem&ry in handling 
trains egainst tht current of traffla to ran than to tha 
crossover instead of the siding at Greenoaetle * 

hales 761 and 762 governing employee of tha Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago A St. Louis Railroad read as follows! 

781. ahen the aoveerent of a train carrying passengers 
is affooted, train orders fixing neeting points between 
opposing train a» or containing tlae orderej or giving 
right to a train over an opposing train, atnet be on fors 
81 ta the superior train} and} axaapt at initial stations, 
must be received by the superior train before its arrival 
at the station 

C (a) at which it is to neat tha opposing trains, or 
(b) which is first named in a tint order, or 
(a) which is last nened in an order giving right. 

Train orders restricting the superiority af any train* 
If addressed to it at the station where it irate neat 
or wait for an opposing train mist be an fvm 31. 
768. On portions of the road where tha aanuaVnlook 
eystea Is used, tha Kiddle order, provided for in rale- -
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^>s S08f swat be used when the oevaaent of & train. W 1 r oarrying passengers* ia af footed by a train order, 
v- axaant when the Beating or uniting point ia tha 

initial station of tha superior train on tha 
division ( or subdivision)* . 

' / ' \ i i These rules ware not eosiplied witaf 

This atoident was caused priaarily by tha conductor 
end engine a an of extra falling to sttt their train#on 
the elding at Orssnoastle, as they should have done, and 
allowing It to occupy tha tiain track without authority or 
proper protect ion. A contributing cause was tha $iett&# 
of tha towensan Hi accepting tha word of tha brakaaan that 
the train was el ear of tha ssaltt traok. and so notifying the 
dl spat char without knowing that tha train was clear. 

Tha senduoto?, englnsoan and operator at fault wars 
experienced employes with good records* The operator had 
bean on duty five hours and 48 Minutes; tha conductor and 
englneisan had been on duty six hours and throe Minutes, 
following a rest period of ton hours and 40 ainutas. 

Had autoEsatio bio ok eign&la bsan ussd on the line where 
this aeaidant aoourrad train Ho* SO oould not have raoaived i 
olear signal while Extr& 670$ was occupying the »ain track* 
(*» had this Interlocking plant boon equipped with alactrie 
traok airsuit protection, the towaraan oould not have given 
train H©« 30 olear signals while Extra 9902 occupied the 
main traok* 
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