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53
RE INVESTICATION OF ACOIDENT OH THE QLEVELAND,

CIHGINNATI, CHIOAGO & 8%, LOUIS RAILROAD,
u“ﬁh A8, 19152*

On Hareh 18, 1912, theore was s hapd-snd ooliision on
the ﬂlevn‘.l;a g ‘.htngﬂ* (hicage & a8, Louls failrosd a%
Gresnaasstie betuaen a psesenger train and s frelipht
train, h-uhm i the death of the engineman of the freight
train, the fireman of the passenger trazin, snd one trespasssy,
end wwan $0 olevan » yea, ths.rum passangers and two
trespassern, '

ted by telegraph by the Cleveland
mna&nmﬂ °3m s: iouls ereaﬁr on Haroh 13, and i
afsor annsﬂ. uaa. m “thie? Inapeotor of Safety Appls.mau

reports an £ mt

A% the pim of the ascideny the Cleveland, Uineinnatt,
Ghlongo & 88, Louls Rellroad is 4 dowble track iltm rwm!ng
oust and wes$ over s siztesun-Toot £ill, The track 1s lald
with 80 po 83«fo0%, stesl rsils, on oak %tles, lald in
grevel hall. m in uu paintained. Ths point whers the
gollialon allmull is on a tangent, with an mabntmﬂm view
for gwore than a wile gwenemng from the west, The grode is
nearly level, bnlna piightly uphill toward the enst.

ssnusl bk n&gnal syaten, under standard eods rulss
18 nsea fer ration of trains. %The awilches and tig'n

at the 1‘31&“ ascident are sontrolled from an inferlosking
tower, whiah Ax sled a blogk aignal anéd telegraph station, where
traln orders ayy Llmpued and s record 1s kept of all eing
tmiaa, the afﬂm balng open gontinuously day and night,.

on tha dcln of the accldent sxtra freight train mst bound,

hauled by engine Ho. GV0R and consiating of 42 empties
lauﬁgﬁ uam and ta’awn with conductoy Gillohrist and ﬁﬂmamm

. 4 Yards, near Ind 1is,
uu uﬂeﬂl tﬁum. gw By uﬂnz the wast bound’ track,
0 arrival iiﬂlﬂn o8 wvegt of Indianapolls,

o ST 3,3mn “uee 6702 received an urdsr %o ues the
eart boURA SELRR 80 Delmar, the nexs stavion west, with righte

| ovep wﬂ !m hnm tPaing. On arrival at Delmar a%
8158 p A4, § $rain ressived another order to use the cast

lmuaa Sraok uiu at Grasnsastle, with rightr over opposi
“ thiee on ayrivel at tnis a:aanfi'm rain gig 8

a distanos of adous 3,000 feot S0 the honme signsl at Green.—
dantly mnwv«m ut:'ﬁi:h; place it mina at 2110 p.ﬂ. s and
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two slespers, one dining osr and one observstion ¢ar, wish
condustor Cunninghan and Engineman Penaldsos in s Jofg
8%, louls on time at 8100 pus. This train passed Aloa, the
firet telegraph station weat of Grasndastle, at 0:28 g.ﬁ..

16 minutes late, and ran from Alma to Greangeastie, & Aistance
of §.3 wiles, in 10 pinutes, solliding hegdeon wi&ﬁauxtra %o,
6702 at 9348 pam, The vatimated wpeed of the passenger traln
at the tizme of dollision was B0 uiles hour. Both englnes
wors Dedly dauaghd.but~remained.uprigh ¢ the £1)1, Ths
buffet oar was thrown down the subankment on the porth; ths two
Fallzman sleopers following wers deralisd but were only slightly
damaged. The fores of the ocollislon @rave the freight train
baock about 160 feal from the point of lupast.

Greencasbtle blook Sower, where this secident sacurred, 1s

39 ailes weat of Indlianapolis and ia looated on the north side
of the Swo main tracka, It hae 35 working levera that contral
two sroasovers oconnscting the eaat bdound and west bound maln
tracks, as well es the swltchee whieh lesd from the sast and
wesd Dound papalng traska, storage Srack, and houes tesek, to
the main tracks, and all signale and deraile oonneated therewith.
The opergtor alro sleatrically controls She lonk on the sutlying
switches leading to the passing tragks, so %lal Bafore a train
eun enter oy leavs these sidings the Sowsrman mur% wnlook the
emitehes from %he Sower. A telephone box As located near the
Easning track switohss so that telaphone gommunication ean be

ad with the towerman. Traina wishing %o snter the passing
track are pesquired to oall the towerman, whe eleatrionlly
unlocke the anitoh go Bhat 1% can be uged., After the traln is
olear the condustor is Pequired te notify the towerman,

Conductor Gilohrist statad that when his train arrived at
Keno he procelived an ordsr %o use the eant bound main Track with
right over oprosing trainae from Feno to the oaroasaver gt Delmar,
Upon arrivel at Delumar they got coal mnd water and then oane
down to the Shlagraph office., The signale were lined for
the exgt boung =aln track, and they received an ovder g ving
thom right over sset bound traline %o the nidingrut Greandastle.
1% wea snowing hard when the traln arrived at Greenosxstle, so
that the conduator aould nat ges the signal indldation at the
black station. Howevar, the Train did no% stop and anter the
elding az 4irectad, but continued on the main trsck past the
slding snd atopned with $he engine at ths home aignel near the
erossover on the east bound main tradk, The eonduobor then
put out g flag for rear protection, and had bawen atanding there
he thought about five minutes when Ho. 87 went By, Inn or
ten minutes Yrein MNec, D6 papgaed, and he then etarted for the
foreard end of the traln, ingrecting the anrs as he went torard
the engine, He arrived st the engine sbout the % No, 20%s
heaftlight showed up on the enstbound maln Yrack Sthen yan
four or £ive oar lengthe ahead of hie train and gd Ro. 20
with hia white 1ight. The snginemsn sn train XNo, anawerad



e i
dnd

.
F?“ﬁ 3=
AN l‘

,

this aignal but was unable $o0 atop his train before the
. oallislon,. OConduotor Gilehrist waw unable %o say whether
! or not the headlight on the freight fraln was covered,
beoguss he did not look beok after passing 1%, He atated

C that ‘he heard the engineman's voles when pasead the englne
but gonld not make out what he mald, He said thet he knew
that they were on the main track, bud sed the operator

hed worked the bBlook for thelr train %o bring it down the main
line for snother movenment, whish wes often dona,

Head UBrukenan Keolsey stated thet he had hal only elx
or asven weaka' experlense aa a bygkenan, and thet he had
never beon exswined or ingtrueted on the rules, His statement
an this point was as followst

g ToRR

. 3. How long have you beon in our service ns bHrokeman?
{ A. Sinoe the 22nd day of Jenuary, wap hired on the
29nd day of Detenber,

Q. You were hirsd Decesbder 28nd and have been working
rogularly eince Jemunry 22n47

A. Yoe sir,

Q< Do you have s capy of ths book of ruler?

A. Yes sir,

Q. Yho employed you?

A. Hr, Lamport.

Qs Have you besn examined on the rulee?

A. Ho sir, 1 hnve not,

Q. Were you instructed with respect to the rules, or
any of them »han you were smplo)sd?
v « Bo, X 42 not remember thet 1 was, I know I was not.
I qidn's Enow what a *highbosll" wse, nor & stop zignol or
anything else whan I gtarted out,

2. Yere you amployed as a student brskewan?

L, Ten sir,

Qs Have you resd the rulsa?

A. Bome, yes, but I have bBeen working protty steady
and have not ﬁaﬁ guah o & ohance. X have read some in
difreprent places in the book.

He srid he 448 not know of the ordsra giving his train
right of trsok to the siding at Greencastls, and when the traln
cape down the maln ftrack and stopped at She home 2lgnal he
vent up Lo the tover and asked the gparator, *What are we

{ doing ovey there?™, snd in reply aes %o »hen thay arrived he
ssated that they got there a»% 9:10. After No. 286 peesed he
gtatod thst the operator sald %o him, *Leoks 1llke you are on
maln Sraock*, snd goon affocr also %told him that gs soon as
Ko. 20 went they dould go, snd he aszld ¥All rt%hﬂ;; that the
operator thon sald something shout the heedlipht not being
covered, and he told him thet he had nothing to 4o with the
headlipht but would go down and mention A%, He 9tafed that he

then went down the sngineant a -
aalled four or g&ve timﬂgin thg 5 rgﬂgﬁ §¥333“§%39n%“%a1a
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conething about aovering ths hesdlight foy No, 5O the
fireugn Jumped down gnd eterted %o eover ths hﬂaﬁilght prsd
he hesrd the engineman sa¥. *Ton'% gover the haadlightt,
He then saw No, B0 coning and asked $he enginemay For &
fusee and triu5 to flag the traln, .Just at that tine the
aondugtor same up from the rear of the $rainm and Pan past
bim, flageging Srain No, 20 with hie white 1ight, ' Xelsay
etated positively that ke €14 not Tell she everstor that
the traln was in she olear. ST

Fireman Ball of Extra Ho, 8702 etated that he had been
firing since July 1¢, 1911, end hed had ton montha' previous
exparisnos as a fireman, ﬁw had not besn exemined on Lthe
rules, He 414 not resd the order the engineman had leaving
Dalmar, but while he was putting in a Tire he heard the
enginesan read the order and fhiought A% resd to the orsesover
at Oreancestla. On arrivel at Greengestle when they stopped
on the mein track, he remalined ia the gud and attendsd to

oot Shere about 30 minutes, durdng which
timwe trsine Ko, 27 and No, 9% wenl By. All at ones he gaw
& hoadlight show up, and the Lrakeman ogne %o the snglnser's
side end Selled to cover the headlight ae Ro. 20 wes coning.
Bell wtated that he evidently lost his head, aud hed eose
trouble getting the headlight auvered. He 5&# guvered 1% Just
prlopr o the time of the eollision and was only about 30
feat awey from the sngine when the solilsion sosurred.

r .

: Flaguan Davis of extya 8702 ghated that when they arrived
&% Oreenosstle ha gald to the conductoy that the Srain had
pulled by the siding end that tha sonduoctor gaid, *Sursly not,
Fe then went baek %o flag end was back Flagpging vwhen the
enllision oscurred.

Telegraph operator Johnaon at the interlecking tower had
been in service mbout 8 or 9 months, He had had seven yoaras?!
revious experiense. s atated that he paceived order No,

§0 for all trailna esat, and when éxtra Ho. GV0OZ srrived at
9110, the head brakeman csne into The Sower and he asked him
if he was in the olesr and he eald, “Yes, st H110%, The
towerzan so notified ths dlepatoher, who then lesued sn ordesy
snnulling order No. 150, Johnaon also atated $hat frog the
towsy he sould not mee whether the traln was on the maln track
or slding, ae thera mere five traoks thers, FHe sald that he
unlooked the pasaing track switoh shen exftra No, 8702 left
Lelmar 80 that they aeould hwad in on the #14ing on theiy
grrival, and he a1d not recelve notice from the conduator, as
wad raquired by ths rules, thst the tralsm was ¥ She elear,
lie also stated Shat while sondustore sra suppoeed %o eall
hin fros the telasnhone box and ao i
in Btl?; elear, they dpu rm% Elw B 40 i%?%ﬁ' ﬁgli
know whether or not the tslephone connssfion w
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neay the saszt paceing traeck switoh was in working ardes that
night. He satd 1Y had beon eustoumary when tralne are in the
siding to Sake the word of She Nrakeman s& %o when tralng

were in the alear, and that genswally ro gquestions wore asked,
Ha said that if he hsad wanted thia train on the mein 3rack he
would have worksd the beard or g;vun & lantern mignal, but
that bs 412 not give thes any signal on $his occnaion, Johngeon
further stated that 4t 1a oustomury So rus Yrains againet

the surrent of traffic and that there 1s Never a night that
they do not do 1t at that stsflon. He was dertaln the brakeman
understood his queation as to whsthor or Bot his Zraln wes

in the alsar, and he peported the trsin in the olear to the
Glepetoher after being told by the brakeman tha® 1t wgs in

the olear. The brakeman left the tower to Cell ths engineman
or fireman to sover the heaMlight after train Ho., 20 had been
reported by Alas.

Rule Ho. 328 of the rules pgoverning smploves of the
cligelan&t Sinelnngti, Chlengo & 3%, Louls Rallrvadraads as
follawa)

When a tralen tekes a olding the signalwan auet know
that 1% 1lg alear of %the blook befaore glving 2, or
dieplayling a elear signal for that hloek.

The signelzan susé obtaln eontrol of the blook hefurs
vernitting & tesln on a elding to re-anter the dlock,

The towerman's reaerk to the braXeman Shat the *train
looks 1like it 1s on the main Eragk®, and his Encowledge of the
rule that the headligh? unsoversd indicated thaet the train
wne on the msin track, as well as the faet that the eonduotor
had not reported the train olesr %o him as required, showa
conelusively that he 4id not domply w»ith this ruls.

The Srain dispatioher handling trains on thie alvision is
loaated at Torre Haute, Ind., 34 miles wast of Gresnsaatle.
Un the night of the accident t¢rains were being handled by
dispricher Allen., He gtated that whon extra No. 6702 arprived
at Reno, he igsued order No. 147, at 8110 p.r., reading as follows

"Engine sixty~-seven naught teo (E708) run extrs snd
heg right% over oproeing trains on eastward Srack, Rsno
to Crosesover at Delmar.t

This order mag lssued so that %rain Ho. 87, & wwet bound
expreas, and Syain RNo, 958, a fost aaruhanﬁinn froizght, oould
continue wast on the =oat Dound main traok and pesa exztra Ho,
6702 without delayving the latter train, Whan No, G702 arrived
at Delaar, trains 27 and 95 not having passed, ordsr No, 180
was igoved at 8183 p.ua., resding as followat
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SRaging alzty-seven aaught Swo (6703} sun extrs
and kat pight over epposing fraing on ssstdound
trask," Deluar to slding at Gnumﬁlie.* R

2% 8113 or Hi114 the agomior st Creuncsstls Blook statiion
rsgarm o the dlspatcher on the Selephote that éxtra Ne,
8708 was 1in the slear a¥b 0110, The frain dlspatoher
(alth ha afSerwards adsmitved that he Vhought 1% rather
ahort 4 for this traln %o slesr at Gregncastle vhen 1%
> ol 434 not leave Delmar, 6.5 miles sway, witil 8480]) then
PR snnullsed order Mo, 159, which was #ddrensed B9 all Sralne
i sadt at Graencsstle So the aperator at that Sowar. Ne staled
Ty that Lt was %the practice in onses of thias kint %o sacept the
| word of the dperstor that the train wes in the elear a% a
! given Sime So soneSlitute the Fulfilimsnt of an order, without
requiring sy sessage from the gondustor, or having hin sign
the snnullment order.

The Glapatchay stated furthey Lhal after train Mo, €8
gaaaeﬁ Greenoastle at 9142, the oparator at Greencastleo asked
him A2 he should let extra 8702 arcse over te the weet bound
traok and go o the advanae signel looated wast of the intere
looking Sower, snd he instruated the opsgstor %o hold them in
the si uwniil) sfter No, 20 had gons and then he would
probebly handle Sher on the east bound main trask to Alma,.

At 9150 the aparstor st Greencastle oalled the dispateher wp
over the telsphone and aptated, *We have & Lad wreock hersj

No. £Q has »un into extra No. 8702,% Mepatoher Allen further
ktated that 1% was the praotics 0 hanile %ralns on either
frack on Bthis division, and $hst the movesment dirscted in
ardey 18} wes meldon used, as 1t was wnt%&:: handiing
traing sgainst tha gurrent of traffie to run $¢ the
orossover instead of the eiding at Greencuzstle.

Rules 761 and 7562 governing emplayee of the Qleveland,
Ginoinnati, Chissgo & 5t. Louls Rallroasd »ead as followar

751. When the movement of p traln nmmgnpuungem
1s affected, train orders fixing maseting points Lelwsan
agpoum trains: or contalilning tlme evders} or gmn?
right %o u train over an opposing tirain, must be on fora
A1 te the auperior traini end, exoaps at inisiel atations,
aust bs redeived by the euperior trsin befors its arvival
at the atation ‘

{ a) at whioh it 1s %o zeet the oppoalng Srains, or

b) whioh 48 first nazed in s time opder, or
a) which 1es lost nazed In an order giving right.
Troin ordera restricting the superiority aof @Wn,

Ml e

if aldreased %o 1% at ths station whers 1% neet

or walt for an opposing traln must be on Po .

762, On portiong of the rosd where the senu look
syatem l¢ uaed, the middle opfdar, providsd for in ruls - -
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208, puet be used shen the mevenant of & traln
serrying passengers, is effeoted by s Srxin order,
oxcept when the nu%mg or walting point 1a the
initial station of the supsricr train on the
diviaion ( or subdivielon)e . ; }

Thess rulds ware not complied with,

Thie seoidant was Cavsed L1y the eondugtop
end engineman of axtra 6702 falling to thelr trainson
the elding st Gresnsaatle, as Shey ghould have done,; and
allowing it $0 ocoupy the mein Srask withaut authopity or
progar roteotion. A eontributing osuss was the piatake
of the towersmsn in asdoepting they sard of the hrskeman that
the traln was elesar of She saln frack, and o fotlifying the
4ispateher without knowing thaet the tratin was olear.

The gonduaelor, anglneman and operator gt fault wepe
experienced employes with good records. The eperator hed
been on Auty five hours and 48 minutes; the gonductor am
engineman had besn on duty six hours and thres minutes,
following 2 rest popilod of tan hours and 48 minutas,

Hed putomatic bdlook signals Deen ugad on the line vhers
this aocident onourred trgin Na, 20 gould not have reoeived a
olear signal while Extra 6702 wes ocoupying the main trasck,
- had thie Ainterlocking plant Benn squipped with aleotris
rack elrouiv proeteagion, the Sowerman gould not have given
sriintﬂa.kﬁﬂ glear signals whille Extrs $W0f sacupled the
BHalNl Sratk.
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