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INTZRST.TAZ CQMMERCE COL.ISSICN

ZZORT OF T..Z DIRICTOR OF THE ZURIAYU OF SAFETY I 3T
TLVESIIZATION OF all »CCIDEIT WEICH CCCURRED ON THE
OLEVELAND, CILCIVIATI, CHICLAOC & ST LOUIS RAILTAY
a7 DIX, IND , OW HOVL'3=R 30, 1929,

February 25, 1930.

To Tue Coanlssion:'

On Novenbher 30, 1938, fthere as » need-end collision
cosTeen a peosanZer yrala on o 1122t €azine on tae
liveland, Cincinnsati, Chicazo & St. Louis Rail ray, at
Dix, Ind., whica rzeulted 14 tae deata of 1 enolovee and
tre 1ajury o1 4 erclovees an 31 0I8SEnters

Locacicn znd method of oscration .

This accidenl occurrced on thst onert of tae Coicoro
Divicion, waictr c=oeads petr e Cinerorasi, Ohio, and
Irdinme,olis, Ind |, A Zistance o1 107,€ rilcs I: e a
doable-irock lin. o2t een Indir..v-clig and Dix, a die
Tence of 14 »les, on waich =n ~uto~oblce olock sizial
£vsser 18 1a a1se¢, wmalle on oile singie—~trocs cast ol Dix
£ «¢nuwel block systen 18 1n scovice Taie accidens oc-
c.isied on s1azle tr-ock withia tae L1 1ts 21 D1 1ncor-
lockiag olanc =%t ta3 juactbion ol douvwle eud s1a7lz oreck
line, <t a poi12t zoont 15 ieet rrest of tie tower There
15 31 eastboiad iessinz trock 4,076 et 1n lea~ta loceted
ecst of Dit Torer no soutn o, the =n1ia tracs Approrcn-
1z the so1at of cceidant from eitaer direction fae srack
1¢ tanzent for several . i1leg ~an¢ tle viev 15 unres.riched
Toe rade Ifor vegtbound trains 18 O 33 per cent descend-
1o at the joi:t of accident

Dix 18 an 1nterlockin: :lant freom vhica the ~ove-
» extws of ti1ains are controlled froa sinzle to doudle
track, 2ad to and fror sidin-s. The home si17 nnl Tovern-—

lid= wmestbound ove ~ents 18 loc~ted “1Z Icet cast o. Dix
Tover. It 18 a thrce-arn, tarce-position sizhal of the
L er ocuadrant tyme. Tne nor- ol positioa of che nonme
S1 1181 1s at red for stop A "*ake—oldlng" s1-nal and
2 distaat siznal are located 4,082 feet and 10,188 feet,
rescectively, east of Dix Tower. When the hose sigacls
ere set at ston bota of tnecc outlying signals digdley
caution 1adications for westbound trains.

The mecther was clear a: tae time of the ~coident,
walca occurrad st ~bout 4 34 o.unm.
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Description

westoound prgsszazer train No 5 consisted o. 2aC
co.oraation mall sand beggage cer, one corbinntlon vazgage
cer -nd coach, one ccecn, end two Pallman perlor cars,
1n t.e order named, nouled by eagine 6410, end was in
charce of Condactor Sulta and Engineman Kern This
train departed from Cairncinneti at 3 05 pm , o0 uwine,
resel Fairland, tne lest opern oifice, € 3 niles east
0i Dix av = 28 v.m., & miauates late, passed tae yssi-
vound home sizral in tae stop ososition and collided
1t l1zat enzine 187 while traveling at 2 speed €801~
ated to anve oeen beilwveen 30 and 35 miles per houar
Ligat enzil.e 1A7 vas in coaige of Eacineman
Thoneson 3ud Firensn Lyren Tals enzine was Just oud
ol tae saopps at Beech Grove, 3.1 miles west oi Dix, aad
was beilng brokesn i1n between the shops and Dix It de~
parted from Beech Grove at 4 20 p r  and on arriviaz at
L1x tne route was 3ect 107 a move.ent to the easibouad
glding whic> Jdivergzes from sinzle track at the to «er,
vh18 enzite h 4 juss rescaed tne siazle track av Ttz
vorer end hed conie orectically to a stop when 13 7a2s
sirack by trisin o B

The force of tie 1mnant drove engine 1687 oack a
distance oz about 175 feet raere 1t care to res¢ acrors
tne eastbound and westbound ~aia trackes The bpo1le. of
cagiae 3410 was tora from 1ts frame, beth enzines yore
congideraoly dama~ed None of tne equiaoweat »i ¢rain
=

Mo. b wes deraiied The enplovee killed was tne earlre—
wen ol train No B,
Surmary of evidence
Fireman Smith, of train No 5, stated that as .acir

a
treln was apnroaching the "teke-siding" sigrel east of
Dix Tower Engiaecran Kern reduced tne speed of tae Train
to about 30 or 3& miles ner hour, and he d1é not kaow
wietuner or not the prakes were released aiter tais ap-
Flicaticn as ne was cndeavorin~ to zet the aswect of
cne home si:nal Firemaa Smith asked Enzinenan Koca 31
he could sce the houe signal 9nd the cnzineman raoliced
coat ne could not. The vien was obstructea by smore aaxd
stear blowing over the track from cazine 8162 vhica ves
stancing on the eastbound passing track then tae 10 e
gi1gnal did become virible Fireian S11th called "all
red" to Ttac enzineaan and told hia that he was Z01 1
ri~at 1nto eazine 187 Fireqaan Smith Jurmred oil cae
engine 1a+ediately ancd ag ac did so he saw the en~iieren
plece the brake valve 1n ewerzency nosition. 3o0t1 out-
lyving signels zpproaching this tower rchoved crution
indications and their indications were called.
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Conductor 9mitn, of trrin Wo 5, stated tart tie
brakes h-d vee1 tested at Cincianati, and no trouble
experienced ~1th the ax1 hrexes én 101ue. Tre gsueed
been rTedacod to about 30 111¢s oCcTr a10ur Oon 20 Droacn—

Dix Condactor Smith s213 oe anext felt tne air

o1ckes anplied 1in erergency, tie accldent occlrriazy
elmoet 1 ~avdiavely He aLtcrwnld ooserved s~oke and
ou
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sheanr from enoine 3168 on tne eestt Ad g1dinz drifiong
over the track Tising to about the height of tas sivpels
Tie statements of Brakeman Araold iQU Bag-aceman Taar arden
corroborated taose of the conlicter as to the opers.ioD
0z tnc air brakes and as to tac speea of the ti~in at
v2e time of the accident

En.1aeman Thomoyscn, of liszht enTine 167, stated
¢ whea he Tirst saw +1a1m Jo. £ 1t was betwien one
t~s51d1ng e1znal ana tue hoaz siemal, and a2 had
8% trcought hie train to a 8f%2o maen gtruck Dy ta~c
A1ln He saw tnat the sign~ls zoverning taoe wegt2ound
rmoverents were red, but he did not observe any smoge
or steam bloving from engine 8169 on the castoound
siding that woild ocoscure ths view had by the cruw of
g "=etboin? train.
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Fireman Lvach, of light zaimine 167, stated that ne
_1ret observed trein No & ran 1t ~as 1n wne vicraloy of
tadz east end of toe zastbourd erdinz, ap0?ox1w atelv «,%00

cet epst of tac tomwer He noticed steen blorin:z Trom
T12 ¢nzine on the gadint but could not sev razther 1%
rould oogcure the view of en-11c corav of traza No. O.
Fireman Lynch said thet he *2ouchi their ea~iie had come

practicallv to a stop vien ta collision occurred.

Engincnan Lepnert, of enrine 8169, stated that 21e
€ngine had becn standing at a2 solnt about 1560 Test ceoet
0t the hore signal for about 10 or 15 rinutes mwaen orein

Fo 5 passed Hc sitated nis sn-i1ne had not been ITired
for 30 miuutes prior Lo tnat ti:e and taat tac stack uas
iree Irom black smoke, tae blover was on, slizntly open.
The statenents of Flrbman Wehrel, of engane €169, corro-
borated tnose of Engineman Levsert.

Operator Clements who vas on dutv at Dix To er at
tae time of the accident strted that light enxine 187
ras reported in the block betwnen Beech Grove anc Dix
at 4 20 p.a. He then lined toae rou.e for engine 187 to
enter the esstbound siding and at that time envine 127
vas i1n tae circuilt gbout 2 a1les west of Acton At
£.88 pm he received a repoit frow Feirlend that ir
No. 5 hed entered tue blonk 2znd he judged that the 1
englinc was then near Acton, 1 11le weet oi Dix To.or.
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He dic not deem 1t advisoble under tae circumstances 1o
chrange t1e route =28 sucn a move -i1gat i1antroduce co pli-
cetions. He steted theat he could see the spoTO"CALAZ
train a distaance of about 2 miles Engine £16¢, also
beingz broken in, was standingz cast ol the home siaal
on the eastbound siding and 1t was emittiin: smoke and
stcan which he thought obscured tae home sitnal 1adica-
tions to westbound trains. He noted thot train Ho. 5
vas ajproachins rapildly and as 1t neared 1t becamne ob-
scured by smoke and steam, he taen ralsed ais ™m1nco
enl looked out and saw the train emerge as from behind
8 emoke screen.

Road Foreman oI Engines Davis stated that afcer cone
occur-ence of the accident ne examined the interior of
tne cab and 18 gupurteaances and found the i1ndesaacent
brake valve 1a quick-action position, the autonntic in
eiergency, the reverse lever i1n the running notch aad
the throttle and sanders closed An i1nspection of tae
locomotive vhzels develoved scots on the tires rantlag
from the B1ze of a nickel to a querter and from 4 to
& 1nches apart, these were hurned blue, 1adicatzng a
hcavy brake application.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by tae fm1luie of Zazicecusan
Kern, of train No. 5, to properly conirol the socel ol
nle train aporoaching a signal in the stop positioa and
to stop beiore passing tnat siznal.

The evidence indicates that tae home signal could
not be sesen by siltner tae engineman or the Tireman, Juc
tc smoke and steaw bloring across she track from an
engineg stending on the castbound siding a saort dis-
tance c¢ast of the signel. In view ot this f2ct, now-
ever, EIngineman Kera rade no atieamt to furiasr reduce
tne speed of his train and when his traia eperzed [froa
the smoke and steam and the signal was gsen 1n tac s.o0
position he was unable to stop i1n time to avert tae
eccident. Both tane distant signel and the "take-siding”
slgnal were 1a the caution position, and 1%t was 1ncw bent
upon Engineman Kern to operade his train under conorol,
especially when his view of the home giznael was ovscructed.

A1l of the employees 1nvolved were experienced .1€n
end at the time of the accident none of thew had beca on
cuty 1in violation of any of tne nours of service laws.

Respectfully submitted,

W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



