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INTERSTATE CCMIERCE COMMISSIOHW.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY 1IN
RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT AHICH OCCURRED
ON THE CLEVELAND, CINCINWATI, CHICAGO & ST,
LOUIS RAILTAY NEAR COLUMBUS, OHIO, ON MARCH
30, 1923,

May 29, 1933,
To the Comrission®

On March 30, 19233, a passenger train on the
Cluveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louils Railway
struck an aubtomobile and was derailed near Columbus,
Ohio, resulting in the death of 1 passenger, 3
travelers on the hizhway, & employees, and 1 tTres-
passer, and the injury of 43 passengers and 5 employ-
2es,

Location and method of cperation.

Tals accident occurred on tnat part of the
Cleveland-Indianapolis Division extenainy between
Clevilana and Columbus, a distance of 138 miles, 1n
tne vicinity of the pecint of zccident this 1s a
sinzle-track linc over which trains are op.rabed by
time-table, train orders, and a manual block-signak
system, The accident cccurred at Oakland Park Avenue
which crosscs the tracks at rizht angles, near
Climtonville telegraph and block office, located
approximately 4 1/3 miles north of Cclumcus. AppToach-
1nz this point from the north, toe track 1s tangent
for several miles, while the zrade variss from level
to 0.35 per cent descendinz, odeing 0.3 per cent at
the point of derailment. There are twe side tracks
at this strcet crossing, on the west side of the main
track, an industry track, located 42 feet B inches fro.
the center of the main track, and a passing track, 1€
feet from the mrain track. On the cast a double-tTracs
linc of the Pennsylvania Railroad System parallels
this line.

Approaching from ths west on Qakland Pars Avenus,
a southbound train can pe se.n from tae Taime 1t 1s
apout 3 milces dastant until 1t recachcs Clintonvalle
yard, aobout 1 .ile¢ from Oakland Park Avomuc, ¢ars 11
the yard may then hide 1t from view. This yard, how-
LVLT, wazs practically cl.ar at the time of the acCi-
went. 4s a2 travclor on the hirhway approaches within
300 foot of the crossing the view is obscured by the
buildinys of a lumb.r company until the person using
the hizhway reaches the indystry track. There was a
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LoxX car on the industry track, however, so that a
Person nad to cross that track in oOruer to nave a Clear
view of approachiny southbound trains., The grade of
the nizghway cetween the industry track ana the main
line 18 sligzhtly aseendinz. At the crossing where
this accident occurred thore are two railroad crossing
81rns, located on the right side of the highway appro-
athlng tne crossing from the wast. Ons crossing sign
15 maintailned by the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago &
St. Louis Railway; 1t 1s a cross-arm sign post, having
the words "RAILROAD CROSSING' paintesd on onoth sides of
the Ccross arms, and 1s located 6 fcet south of the
highway, 13 fcet 5 inches cast of the main track, and
o055 feet from the western approach to this crossing.
The other Ccrossing sizn, malnbtained by thi Pennsylvama
Railroaa System, 1s located 7 feet 10 inches east of
the northbound main track, 4 feet from the socuth side
cf the highway, 16 f.et from the castern approach to
the ewossing, This crossing sign nas a short horizon-
tal soara, then two cross arms, and belQw anothor
lorg et horizontal Soard, and 1s lettercd in black on
the cast side as follows! TWC RAILROAD CROSSINGS
DANGER. On the west side of tnhils sizn tne uppsr and
lower horizontal boards are olank, while the Cross
arms have the woras "RAILROAD CROSSING! on them, The
weather was clegr at the fime of the accadent, which
eccurr.d at zoout B8.25 a. m.

Degeoription,

Passcnzcer train No, 11 coasistcod of ono club car,
s1x Pullman slccpinz cars, ana a Jdininzg car, all of
all-stecl construction, haul.d by cnrinc 6480, and was
1n charge of Concuctor McGraw and Engzineman Grecn.

This train passcd Worthington, spproximately 4 miles
north of the point of accident, at 8.22 a., m., 93
rimit.s late, and strukk thoe automonile at Cakland Pz 7
Avemue whilce traveling at a spect variously estimabed
to nave beon between 60 ana %0 miles an houT.

Tne automooile was oceing draiven cast, toward Col-
umous, the ariver soiny a goman and the otner occu-
pants her two chilur:n, The automocile was a Louring
Cal, velINlny appToximatcly 3,300 pounds, and slue
Curteins were boiny usced, It ~Fas driven upon tae
track at a spced of 15 or 30 miles an hour and had
reached approximately the centor of the track wnen 1%
was struck cy train No. 11

Enzine 6480, 1ts tonder, ana the third car seres
werailed to0 the 1oft, the enrainc coming to rest aboub
B0C fceet south of the initial pownt of acrzilment, on
its left side cadly damazed; tac first ana second cars
were derailced to the rignt, the first car coming to a



stop 50 fost beyond the engine., The next four cars
#ere derailed but remained upright on the roadbed,
while the dining car, which was the rear car in Lhe
train, stopped with only i1ts front truck derailed.
The automobile was totally demolished. The employess
k1lled were the fireman and two assistant fuel supcr-
visors who were riding on the engine, The draiver of
the automobile and the two children were also killed,

qummary ©of svidence.

Engineman Greon stat.d that approachinz the cross-
ing he sounded the whistle and the bell was Iinzging
and nad becn for some¢ taime. Althouzh he was sitting
on the scat Lox looking drrectly ahead, he did not see
the automobile agproachinz untal just as 1t was struck,
de sard he imrediately applicd the air brakes. It was
nis opimion that some part of the demolished automobile
70t under the truck whecls, Iglslng them enouzh to
derail the front wheels. He cstimated the speed of the
train at the time of the accident to have oeen apout
70 miles an hour,

Conductor McGraw was ridinz in the fifkh car from
the engine and tn. first knowledze he had of anything
Wrong was when he hceard a grinding noise; he felt the
brakes applisd in emerzency, but daid not know wasther
1t was before or after the automobile was struck. He
estamated the speed at the time of the derailment to
have becn vetween 85 and 70 miles an hour. e could aot
tell from his position 1in the train whaether or not the
cell was rinzinz, or the usual crossiny whestle siznal
was sounded. Brakeman Finrock and Bggzagoman Bettner
pPTractically corroborated Conductor lMfciraw's statement
as %o the speca of the train at the time of the derall-
ment.,

Op erator Butler, wno was on duty at Clintonville
telegraph office, located on tho cast siac of the tracr
about 300 yaras north of the crossing, stat.d that he
was standing i1in thce doorway zs train Ne. 11 approached,
on looxinz toward thc crossinz he saw tho radiator of
the automobile as 1t appeared from behind the box car
on the industry track, and thoughb 1t would stop; after
#aving his hand to the firevman, he again loocked teowards
the crossing and at about that time the cnzinc struck
the automonile, H¢ sald the enzineman had scunded the
Crossing whilstlc and that tnc 5ell was rinzing, he
ca8timat.d the gpced of the train at B85 or O miles an
nour,
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At the time of the accident a local freight traizn
on the Pennsylvania Railroad was switchinr at a point
north of the crossing and cast of the tracks of the
Clevcland, Cincinnati, fhicsgo & St, Louls Railway.
Brakeman Dumont of the Pennsylvania train sard he had
seen the automonile approaching along side the lumoer
company's buildinzs, but did not think anythinz acout
1t until he saw 1t start over the crossing, It scomed
to be moving at a moderate rate of spesd, about 15
miles an hour, and at first he thought 1t was zoing
T0 stop. He did not notice the position of the
occupants of the automobile, and was unaole t0 say
whether 1% was a ¢losed car, or an open car with the
side curtains in use., Brakeman Dumont said the engine-
man of train Ne. 11 had stunded a road crossing whistle
when apout oppositc the middle of the Clintonville
vard, which would have besn within a half mile of tas
crossing , and that the train was moving at a spced of
60 or 65 miles an hour; he aid not know whether or not
The bell was rinzing. He further stated that he had no
time to give any warning signals t0 thc pirsons in tnge
automobile and that he did not sece any siznals Or warn-
inz of any kind given by any one else.

Statcments obtained from five other witnesses of
the accident 1ndicated that the driver of the car was
not ariving at cxcessive sgecd Or 1n a IeCA1lSSsS mannaer,
but approached the crossing at a speed of about 15
miles an hour, and that apparcntly no attempt was made
t0 specd Up 50 as to cross the tracks ahead of the
approaching train. It was developed 1n the i1nvestizas
tion of this accident that the driver of the car was
entirely familiar with the operation of an automobile,
havinz ariven several aifferent makes of automodiles
for the past & ycars, that she lived gpproximately ons
mile from the crossinz, and had laved in trat vacinity
for s.veral ycars., 4 neizhbor of the driver stated
that she had ridden bver this cressinz on seveTral
OCCasiong ana c¢onsidercd her a very competont auto-
mobrle ariver and on. who always drove witn care.

Examination of the track showsd that the loft
enas of the Bth, 1lth, 37th and 320th tics south of the
Crossing were deuply marked, whoere some part of the
automoolle or cnrine had been rolled or pushed ahcad
of the enzine, south of the 30th tie to the point where
the track was torn up, all of the ties were badly
markaed. The first mark of a decrailed wheel was on the
inside of the right rail, 61 feot soutn of tho cross-
ing, at this point the head of an anzlc-tar bolt had
oeun shecarcd off, The first mark on the ocutside of
the lcft rail was 25 feet farther south. The flanse
mark s, were very lizht from this point for a distance
of gbout 150 feet to whore tne derailed wheols camc 1n
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contact with the frog of the passing-track switch, after
following the lead rail of tne passing track for a
distance of about 30 fuct tne cnzine became entirely
derailsd, and the track was torn up beyond this point.
It 25 apparent that either a part of the automobile

or of the pilot of the cnsine zot under IThe engine truck

s

woeels, causing them to be derailed.

4 check of traffic over this crossing, made oY
inspectors of the Commission, cov.rinz a period of 24
consccutive hours, showed a volume of traffic amounting
to 700 movements, consisting of the following:

Automobiles 314 trucks 495
Horse drawn vehicles 53
Pedestrians 75
Equestrians 11
Live stock 6
CCC & 8t. L. Passenzer trains a2l
n Freizho " B

n Motor cars 2

n Switch cengines 6
Pennsylvania System Passenz.r trains 2
" n reignt n 1¢e

n n motor cars 2

70C

Of tnis volume, 56 were train movements, ar averazce

cf oneg train movement cv.ry 25 mimites. It was esti-
matca that at lecast 800 people daily crossed the tracks
at this point. 1In the carly morming hours from 1 %0

4 a. ., the traffic consisted of threce automobirles

and one truck.

Conclusions.

This accident was caused oy the draiver of an
automoblle proccedins upon a railroad crossiny at grade
dircctly 1n front of a passenzer train which was
approaching at high speed.

The evidence i1ndicat.s that th: propsr warning
signals nad baer ziven oy the engineman of train No. 11,
cut that the draiver of the automobile did not use the
Precautions necessary before preccediny over the rail-
TOau crossing at a point where the view of approaching
trains 1s materially obscured. The side curtains wele
seing used and undoubtedly the driv.r did not see the
approachiny tragin before her view of i1t was cut off oy
the lumber company's suildinzys, and aftcr passinz thoso
cuildings she for some reason failecd to oObscrve the
approachinry train or to reduce spesd 1n Toadiness to
st op should s train then oe in sizht. Thcere was a 1o-
cal freight train switching on the tracks ¢f the Penn-
sylvania Railroad cast of thc crossiny, and 1t 1s pos~



-

sible the driver may have been payinz attention to that
train and thus have fai1lcd to ocserve the approgch of
train No, 11, There was sufficicnt space ocstween the
inaustry track and the main tracxk, where the view was
unobstructed within which the automobile could have
ceen stopped while the train passed,

Tne speced 1limt for passenzer trains over thils
part of the road i1s 7C miles an hour. There was con-
siderable variation 1n the statecments of the various
witnesscs as to the speed of train No, 11; but the
weight of ovidence indicatces that 1t was about 65 or
70 miles an hour.

Tnis accident ggain calls attcntion to tn. vital
necessity for automobile arivers to gpproach railroad
crossings wWith caution and to make certain befors pro-
Cceding Over them that no train 1s agpproaching.

In this cases the driver was a local Tesident ana
was familiar with the locetion of this crossing and
uts physical characteristics., However, this crossing
15 not protected by a flagman, gatcs or signal devices
t0 i1indicate the approach of trains., As there 1s con~
siderakle travel and as the nizhway crosseg the tracks
of the two railroads at this point, 1% 1s belicved
that some form of protection for nizhway traffic, in
addition to that afforded by the crossing siins 18
reguired,

As proviously noted, all of the equipment of train
No. 11 was of steel construction, In view of ths spesd
of ihc train, and thz manner in wonich the cars wore
thrown as a result of the accident, 1t 1s probable
that the logs of life would have “ecn much gTeater Lad
equlpment ©of wooden construction becn 1in USE.

411 of tne employccs 1nvolved were oxpcrienced meén,
at the time of the accident tney had besn on duty

betwsen 4 and 43 hours, after beirg off duty 12 hours
or more,

Respectfully sucmitted,
¥, P. BORLAND

Director



