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April 7. 19H« 

Ifl r& Xjrreeitg&tion of Aeeldont oa %k& Clovalfmd, 
Ciaoinnatij Chiofigo & St. Louis Ssil'̂ ty at 
Hirers!do Yard, no«r Cincinnati, Oalo, cm 
Fobruisry 16 f 191/,* 

Oa February lS f 1914, tli<Kre was © head-oad eolliflloa between 
6 fssat freight train and a sumbsr of freight ears occupying th® 

JSfila lias? of the CX^vmlccd, Clnolan^tl, CMCOEJO & St. Louis Hall-
way at Mvtroid^ Y^'d, ae*r Cincinnati, Ohio, roawlted ia 
fcia 4©e£ii of toe ©aflacsiaa ar.fi Jio-id- hr^kmm-m, and tho injury af 
%h® firaswtn. Tfce iaw»&ti >stion of this Resident conduct* d 
Jointly **ith the Ptitolle TTtlllti**: Co Winston of Oiiî . /.a a 
result of tills tavoatVstl 'a «K- C"a5 ef Xnspnotor of Safety 
A?V li^ncft r©̂ ort«* as fella -s; 

At about 9s06 p,,.u, Ptoru* ry 17, A loecrcotlvo fr*s.i iJie 
Cfcaaapeatco h Ohio Hfslli-̂ y ?1- -stf unt of A3 cars oa the asatbound 
mala tr^ck of th© Cl«*«ltir.a, Ul̂ oi:si U , Chicago & '3t# Louis ?ail-
w.y, knowa ARE tlas Big Tour ^'1— , western ond of this cnt 
ef G S J*« boing alxnt $6.) fo< t y IF rdvormlde Tower, aad 1,50) 
f©«t Gnat of tfee mnrm«i bî o1 .̂ H null ^ov&raing tls« sastbound 
tri-ck. It hsd besn Uif; in* • jilt "I to ?l**oe thoao oars in tae yerd„ 
but account oi* ihcyfc I r?.-^ for tksra they occupied 
E B I Q trsefc until abwt 13:^0 . , *t which tin* the C&m*iv,mka & 

Ohio loccmotivo sms out off fr- , t,h<a ears, under orders* frorc. th© 
y^rd&fcster, rund return*d tr, J,_ * ^T'-LC^B of tho Cbooepos&o Q&io 
Fieilv^y, Tanse oar* -fir*) t..*wj ̂llavsd to stand on the m i n *.r»ok 

witvmt flag protect! si *r"U „ ti:u« >>f t&$ oolllfios, wMcn 
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ooourr^a at ©bout 3:22 &•£!• the fallowing morflis$» 

J&stbound f«»t freight trsin Ko* 98 -ms on r x a t J t e froa Indi
anapolis, X j i«. p to Mill Creole Y^rd, Glnolimati* It consisted 

( of 42 oars and a caboose, heulsd hy looomativs Sa« 640?, gad 
_ In charges of Crjiduotor Tea^nrfiin and lbi$ln@zmn Fsrrell* Treia 
Ko» 93 left I&dlaa&polia at B*RU, Vebrusry 17* 8 houro and 
23 *<&iute« l«t#. It passed Fsrnhsnte:, Ohio, th* first telegre^H 
strtti m went of Sivexwlde m& 7*9 lilies distant therefr-Ki, ct 
3J 10 n.̂ ?., 3F8*br>tf»ry 13, It thea h&la@ 7 hours sad 45 Juntos 
late, *wid ooliiaed with the cut of oars &®£r Slvorolde 'ro»v«r *t 
shout 3tS2 a.^. wnila traveling* st e spaed eat '^Jat^d to ji&Ta 

ba>-n about 35 or .̂0 nilo<j ?<3.r hour* 
She first t w o oars of tho&& oooupylag the m&ln tr±c£ *-ere 

destroyed, rhilw she third oar wag derailed and dane^od. Th© 
locomotive fi,€ tender of train So. 93 were derailed end £ & n i a ^ e 

eo*oiderabij% Tho fir-'t cor in thie troia w a s alay dsr',ll:d 
sn(3 'Ama Mdly damaged, ̂ hilo tha a est five ears r essoined m th** 
rails, 2he folio*lag 17 core s*ere dor9lied« nan̂ r Ue*r>#! deicâ r-d, 
« « i l l e o n e v ^ a s deatryyral* !£he ?fa&thsr at the tiae o f the colli
sion Q l ^ r , 

Thie part cf tho 3ig Pour Iioilvoy Is © dea&le~trrc£ Use, 
end trains ̂ re operfttsd uader tho raemiol blsoh sy$l&i» At fche 
point of accident there Is ixo grade sad the fcroek is str&ight 
in either dlrecti«'a for mors thaa 1,5^0 feet* 

Might y s r d i a 3 3 t © r Bump, in aharge of S&voraide Yard at tho 
ti 0 of tho oollisias, stated that ot tho ti"SO the tut Of c*?rs 
•s?as placed on th© aastfĉ und aoin trcote thsr@ wtao no rooia for 



"i 
th«ia in tn© yar<s# He understood that thsrc ver© positive in* 
struations la effect aot to block: the sain truck with mr&, but 
said th&t during the period of 7 yo^rs '-which ho a#d spent at 
Rivers* Id o Yard aa switchman and yar&fii&star it bed been the 
practice to block tno n&Sn track ̂ benever there waa no room In 
tliQ yard, Theao cuts of cr*rs occupying the eiain track were 
never protected by flgg^wi, the osly protection b©in& afforded 
by the* operators, lla atated that tbo ears should hmr© been 
protected, but that it waa the Mracfclc© not to do so and h© 
hod merely followed out this ;wcttoa* He further at^t^d tbM 
a© bad expected to oler r tno mhin trsolc by 6 a,£u 

Investigationas to -mat protection w$a afforded e&atbound 
trains ap^rosvCbl.^ Mvers Ida at tl*aes when the ©astbeund track 
was blacked with c^rs dov^los^d the fact that If th© trade ̂ aa 
to be blocked far a aussbor f̂ .jnwr** the dispatcher would ia^u© 
orders establishing s single t,r,jck z^as between Hiv&raid© and 
$£crrs» On *a« other ht'sui, so' ̂ nr, ^ tho ewactbound trick ̂ vaa 
to b© blocked only for i short tl *? tho dispatcher would ^ut 
out an order at Gtorra holding «:jtbmmd train* at thnt point* 
at the aat?a ti o issuing orders »lic;yiag eastbound trains to 
proceed against the eurrwat of or- fflc from Fivers!de tc Starrs. 

It further appeared ttit -.H U S O tha s&ia 11ns was occupied 
with these cutn of era th? dvty of affording protection to 
theae cara usually foil u-::>n tue operator at 3torrs# 2*3 nlloa 
estst of Hlvsrsldo, ̂ nd tno op^r tor at ttiveraidc, principally 
upon th«j lattar* $fc© srnottGO &®*ms to have been for those 
oersi to be hauled down the ^outbound m^ia track until opposite -
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Stfsrside Yard | thtm, to tee bae&sd serosa to tho aastbrmnd mnla 
trsck and thence Into ths yard* Whan such cuts of ©ays passed 
the tov&rs at $torrs and at Klversida* st both of vvhi ch a bXoo& 
sheet waa jKieint&iaed, it not customary to malt© notations on 
the block sheets! shewing men sjoTtssaaaate, and tha operators did 
aot isatee any ia this particular oaae* flftiai practice la in 
direct violation of rule Ho. 315 > reading as follows J 

A record mat fcg leant at each blook station 
of the tit® of arrival and dapartur© of each 
train or m%in®t with th® train number, 
online misib r mid causes of sny delays thereto; 
also the tiro* sack tr^in or angina enters or 
elwrs respectively aa tne farthar end if the 
bloch la eithor airaction. 

It further developed tlu t the only record of theas jsovsrsonts 
waa kspt in 2 transfer bbek which all relieving 0p©nstora wore 
retired to sign* Operator "'sEonald, on duty st Stan's at th* 
tiro of the collisioni s*Ud knew tho cut of cars wfts occupy-
in*5 th^ ̂ stboimd naln tr-cfc at Kiverslda and thst ̂ setbound 
trains *"or« thcrofor© moving gainst th© currant of traffic, but 
wh^n safced v,hy ho gav# F Ivor aide th© block on the aastbound trnck 
for fain Bo« 9$ stvted tact he proauasd th^t th© track: had been 
oloprGd, as othrtrwî © tho operator «t Hiversida would not have 
aafcad for the block for that tr^in* Ha stated that he and b§?<n 
stationed at Eivoratiie for savor si years and that this was tha 
cuatcn^ry practice• 

Operator Kurr&y, loertad at Sivarslda, failed to si$n tho 
trsnofor book ^h©a ha went on dutj at 1X*10 p«au An axnminfstion 
showed thnt tela predecessor, Ô cr'itor Los ay, had also- failed to 

J 
ai^a tho book ^en he vremt on fluty. Operator Marrey had h&m 
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told , however, that there was a out of ears from tho Cheoopo&fee 
& Ohio E&ilvmy on the egntbound tr&cfef and that ho understood 
the situation is apparent from tho faot that ho handled tv'Q out a 
of oars around the block ©astbound tmoiC, using tho westbound 
track for that purpose* Ue further stated that w&en trnIn Ko» 
98 whistled for tho blaoic at Hiveraido he woo engaged in other 
v?oric and he at one© got up and ssiksd the operator at Storra for 
th© hlook, and when ho aocrurad it a 1 lowed train Ho* 9Q to ©ntor, 
forgottlug thnt tho e&stbound track: ̂ ao still occupied. His 
only explanation of this forgwtf'alaeas was the fact tHot hia M & d 
was oa thia extxn WQTH; -hen tr?in No, 98 approached* He further 
stated thnt tho tnain track at Bivsralde ym& often blocked >ith 
cars and th&t the only proteetiv* affordod them ma by th® 
op or a tar, who *woul& bs notified of thoir prasence by th© y&rd-
jceater. 

Operator Losey, who -as on tuty at HivaraId© at tha ti"e 
tho out of op.rs vma placed on tho ,\J ii lino, stated th«t tho 
dispatcher told hint to boot thrt o*.rj m to tho ©astbeoad a»ia 
tr&e£« lh© yardmater notifird air* ttot they could not bo 
handled la the yard sad ha oo^micited this information to tho 
dispatcher* ISiring his eix y.^rs' experience **t Kiveroid® h© 
had never tenwm of these* aits of e?ra being afforded any pro
tection by flegtaon. 

Di a pa toil or Shotwell, on mity frora 4 .00 until Jsidnlght, 
w&s notified that tho outbound trfle& *tfaa blooded. Ka did not, 
however, in an order notifying <dl trnina that tho westbcoind 
track would be ussd as a single-tr*>ek line, hia roesoa being 



— 

thai; ha aid not fcnow hovt long the ssfltbound tract? teould ho 
occupied. At midnight* however* h© issued an order giving an 
eastbound train rights ovor ell opposing trains cm th# west
bound trick fro; Hivoraid© to Stcrr®§ so it la clear that ho 
know thra oast bound trade ?ms still blocked * Under tha rules 
governing tho duties of troln dispatchers when being relieved, 
it I?QS provided tbst they ahould m®k® a written trensfsr on 
their tr^is order hoolca of all outstanding train ardors, and 
of all information rslstlve to trains %bicb the rclisvlsig dig-
pctoh©r should know* Hotwithstanging the requirements $f this 
ruio, Dispatcher Shot veil failed to show on the tra^n o-nâ r 
b-̂ ok tne fpet thnt th^ fl&atbound main track was bloeiced ̂ itb 
ertrs from th@ Ch®s»pG.?.fco & Ohio Railway, but hs olel&od tnnt 
bo told Dispatcher :roj,pi&$, who relieved feia# that tbe tree* 
was blocked, This ̂ as d^hiad by Dispatcher Hopping, wfco stated 
that ho did hot kn-w cara wer*s occupying the main tr-">cfc until 
after the collision occurred* Eie night chief diapRtoner 
stated thet ne had &i information that the siain tmclr rag blocked. 

The loos® method in sdilch train* were of tan bundled ia th© 
vicinity of Riverside Yard was rospon&ibl© for the adoption by 
tho nvnv&boTn at J?iv@rgide <md Starrs of a sake-shift aafegu^rd 
to prevent aiatafcos due to possible for^atfulnesa. This arrange
ment consisted of placing a railroad spifee or block of won6 
between tbe latch and tbe handle of the Invars controllog stain 
track signals ̂  thus preventing a hurried or icapropor aov&aeat* 
In this inst.tnec, however, Operator Murray, after lies log up tbe 
switches for a train movmmt at 1:21 a#a*# failed to 
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tho lever* oontroling tho ©aatbound signal, end when tr«ln No. 
98 whistled for th® block hs was able to clear th© signal for 
that traia without detecting his error. 

Tho direct csun® of this accident vma th© action ©f Oper
ator Murray In giving a falao clenr block signal to train &o. 93. 

Responsibility for tha unsafe operating conditions which 
rend ©red this accident possible, however* usust r$st with persons 
Ecuch higher In authority than Operator 'Surrey. With the ©sat-
bound running trfsefe bloofced with oars, as in this case, s&foty 
required the eatablishnont of a single trcek operating zona 

covering th© blGc&Pd territory. This was the iiaperativ© duty 
of train disp&toher Saotwsllv who should h&va issued th© necss-
Sjstry instructions providing far aafo train movement immediately 
upon being informed of the situation* Hot only did Dispatcher 
Shotwell fail to p&rforrs ills duty in this resist, but he also 
failed to RCIEC- a proper tmaarer of th© buainass of his office 
to tho dispatcher ^ho rellwd. IIIP., m roquirsd by the rules of 
the company, and left the r^llovi-^ dispatcher and chief dis
patcher without any record of trie condition of th© blocfc st 
Elverside* 

In blocking the jsaia tr jlt& c^rs, end depending entirely 
upon tho bioclc operator to - j^v^nt trains from running into thou, 
Ynrdraster Buap Knowingly vVU ted positive rules of tha conpany* 
Els only QXCUHO for aueh vi<,I ti-m wis that it has been cossnon 
practice to block tha sjain li.io t/ita cars, end leave then to bo 
protected only by the block operator, during st lenat the seven-
year period of hi a auiployrvnt a t Hivorsida* 
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Operators Lossy end L-attior, located ot Rivartfide and 
Etorrs, r&gpectlwly, at tae ti«© the cut af oar® was placed 
upon the mala track, aro open to coneuro for their failure to 
comply with rulo Ko, 315* In thia connection, her/-aver, it jsny 
ho atatod that it vmu not customary to observe the rule* Neither 
of these operators raado gay notation on his block shoot, showing 
vfcen the out of c?rs *r?iiterQd th© blook. Operator McDonald, art 
duty at Storrs nt the time of th© collision, failed to eosiply 
with rule *tc» 31? and gave a al^ar block to tho operator at 
Biveroide for trUa So* 9 B -.vhsri ho had received no informa
tion -whatever that tho block we a clear* 

l£sny aocldosts pravicrasly iav©ati&&tad bavo boon du® 
directly or indirectly to th© failure of ossployeas properly to 
observe ths rulos laid dovm for their guid&aes by tho railroad 
company, and ia rasj&y of turn® investigations it has bo@a aho^s 
that such violations of tho rules êr<s ci»9& ooourratiooa* Tho 
aocldont here under Investigation is a typical illustration of 
tha manner la '̂ hioh the rulea are of ton flagrantly disregarded, 
tha intention of tho sight yard ma3tor to leave tho ears oa the 
©astbound strain line frcr- 9:05 until 6f00 a.a. without ar
ranging for proper protection being an asampla of tho dangerous 
situations which sra tuns created* ffce oxist^noa of auch a 
©ondition is a 3s.ene.0e to •all who travel upon railroads can 
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only be th© result of one of two c&u$@a - either those In authority 
do not oserciso that dogro© of supervision which should prevail 
st ell tlmee and undor all conditions, end consequently are 
ignorant of the fact that tho rules are being violated, or ouch 
violations are allowed to ooatinuo undiscovered or unchecked. 
Eosponeibility for seeing that ©snloyeee under at end and obey 
th© rule8 sad regulations is a duty Incumbent upon tho officials 
and accidents svill continue to occur as long ae they, m well as 
the employees, fail properly to perform their duties* 


