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April 7, 1914,

In re Invesltgation of Asecldent on the Clevaland,
Clneinnati, Chiongo & 9t. Louls Rallway at
Rivarside Yard, nexr Clnelmiatl, Ohio, on
Pabrusry 18, 1914.

On February 15, 1814, thore wes g headeend eollision betwesn
6 frat fralght troln and a gunber of frelght ears cooupylng the
meln iine of the Clavelisrd, Clneinm~tl, Chicego & 5t. Louis falfl-
vay at Rilveralds Tiod, nosr Cinoinnstl, Ohio, whleh rasulied in
tan desth of the enfgineman apd ho«d brokemsn, znd the injury of
the Tliravmuei. The invest! -atlon of Lhlz mesident yas enndnced d
Jeiatly with the Publle Usiil iee Coaxadssion of Okine A2 9
reguelt of thils lavestiostl n the Chlef Ingraetor of Safety
Ar-1langes mo-ords 83 follo si

At about 9106 g.ae, Pebrerry 17, a lovonotive fraid the
Chaonapeske & Ohio Failw vy 21- =0 a et oF 47 enrs on the ssstbound
meln tr.ck of the Clevelond, Claicinn ti, Chiengo & 58, Loula Fall-
way, knosn as the Blg Pour 27l 7, .5 western eobd of thisz ont
of oare boing abad 583 o & v o5 of Niverslde Tower, and 1,53}

fe~t gpat of the manuel Hl-oob 51 ual waverning the sastbound

TGl It Bed begn the [oooati 2 50 pl-ge thease oars ln the perd,

but on mcocunt of theys on 1o 1 ra-m for them they ogeupl:d ihs
main treek wntil abeut 13300 o6, 2% whloh tine the Chesnnwska &
Ohio locorntive wes out 37F Sr . the cars, uader orders rum hwe
yerdmester, =nd return-o %o . a uruchs of the Chesepeske & Oule

Bailweye Thase cars vere L.en rlloved 4o stand on the maln freek

witiout Plag nratectia »+1 L .» tine of the eollislon, wileb
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ceourred ot about 3122 a.ne the followlng woraing.

Fapthound faat freigat trein Hoe 93 was en route Trom Indl-
anagolis, Iad,, to ¥ill Crecl Yerd, Cinoinpati. It consinted
af 42 oops and & eaboose, henlsd By locomotive Ke. £407, znd wes

in charge of Coufuotor Temzardin snd Bnginensn Farrell, Trslin
Faoe 98 left Indlacspolla st 9118 pene, Pebmsry 17, 8 houre zné
23 slnutas lsbe. It »eased Fornbank, Oblo, ths firat ftalegraph
station weult of Riverside and 7.% ulles distant therefrin, ot
J110 nev., Fobrnary 13, 14 then delng 7 hours and L3 wlmntues
late, and eollided with the cut of oars neor Riverside Tuwer ot
shout 3122 ageme 20llo trovelling 8t & spocd eat!wmhed Lo save
ba.r #bout 35 =r 42 niine oer hour,

The flrst twe cars o0 thses ocoupylag the mein trics weve
destroyed, while the third copx wag dersiled and darnesed, ihe
loconntive nad tender of traln No. 38 werve deralled zind damsoso
eongliderably, The firet oar in thia troin wag alan dor11:8
and wos wadly davsand, while the nexzt five cars ressined n the
rails., The folloving 17 cars vere derqliled, nany beling deumsgod,
wiile one wes deatroyod. The wattiar st the tise of fhe ¢7lliw
alon »es oleal,

Thals part of the 3z Peur Leillwey i3 & double-trecu line,
and treine ave opernibzd under the uzenuel Block syslsei., A% Lhe
point of accident thers iz no srode and the truek L5 strsizht
ia elther dirsetisn Top move thon 1,500 fest.

Hizht Yordmaater Bump, ia oharge of Rivermide Yard st the

t1 o of tho collizion, atatad thet ot the tiwe the but of cors
waz plveed on the sastbound maln froek thers wag oo roor for

—— -
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tﬁim in the yard. He undsratood thet thers were positive In-
struations la effect not to block the mein traok with cars, but
sald that during the period of 7 yesrs which he had spent at
Rivernide Yard az switchman z2nd ysrdunsstasr Lt hed been the
practioe to bhiock the main track whenever thers waa no room in
tie yard, Theae cuts of onrs occunying theo main track were
never protecgted by fla2goen, the -uly protection being effarded
by thn oporators. lo atated ihet the esrs should have boen
pratseted, but that 1t wms the uraectlco not €o do gso and he
hnd merely followed out this srrotlos. He further atsted thnt
he hsd expacted %o ele T tna meln treck by 6 sl
Inveatigatimas to ot rrotzction was afforded efsthound
tr«ing ap-rosching Biverside at times when ths easztbound trick
was blogksd with curs devalorned the faet that 1 tho traek vas
to be blogked far a aumbor »f womrd tie digpantcher would is:omue
prders gatablishing & single trecl e Detween Riverside and
Storrz. On the gther hend, 2o #ror, .7 tho agatbound trqek was
to he blogked only far 4 shard 1 o tho dispstoher would »utb
out an order at Utorrs hnlding e=tbound tynine at thet point,
a8t the gema t1 o izsulng ovdor: :licwing eastbound treing to
proceed agninst the onrrsab of <z ffie from Plverside to Storrs,
It furthor appeared +i:% wnen the mein line was occupled
with these cuty of curs the duviy of affording protection to
ticoe ears usunlly feoll uwm tue operator at Storrs, 2.3 zlles
enst of Riverside, ~nd tao oper tor st Riverside, prinolpslly

uysn the latter, The nraotice seowms to have beasa for tlhese
gura %o bBe hauled down the 2o5thound main teaok until opposite —
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Riverside Yard, then to De backed soroas to the esstdound main
traex ond thence into the yard. Phen such cuts of ears pagsed
the towers at Storrz and at Riverszlde, st both of which a bloeok
shoet waa maintained, it wos not custonary to make notaticons on
the block shescta sbowlng sven zovements, snd the operastors did
not make any in this particulsr case, Thisg practice is in
direcet violution of rule Ro. 318, reeding as follows!
A regord muat bs kent at each bloek stetim

of the tlre of arriwval acuod deperturs of each

train or englzne, witk the traln pumber, the

angine mumb r and eousss of any delays thersto;

also the time emok trin or engine enters or

elorrs ressedtlvely 23 tie farviior end of the

bleck In eithor dlruction,

Tt further develored th:i t the only record of these movaments
wad kapt in 2 trausfer béok which 2ll relieving operators wore
venuired te slgn. Operaior 7plonold, on duty st Storrs a2t the
ti~o of the oollision, sulé as know the out of cars was oocury-
in tho aostbowmd mzin troek at Biversids and thet esstbound
tralns ware therafore noviag 2iuninst the current of teaffie, but
when asked why he gave Fivorside the bleck on the enstbound irack
for traln Nos 98 stetod thot he r»resumed thoet the track had bean
elorred, as otherwlse tho operntor et Riversids would not have
sated for the block Tor that $r-in, He stated thot he hrnd bert
statloned at Riverside for geversl yesrs and that this was the
cugtcrary praoticee

Onorator urray, leectsd st Riversida, falled to slgn the
teanafor bock when he went on duty at 11.10 pesie An exnminrtlion
ghowed thet hia predecess-y, Opepator Losey, had slso frlled o

slgn the book 'wem he went on duty. Operstor Murrsy had Beon
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told, however, that there was 8 cut of gars from the Chepapeake

& Oblo Rallwey on the mastbound trnck, sand thet he understood
the gitusntion iz myperent fron the faot thot he handled two ocuts
of oars sround the blogk essthound traoi, using the westbound
track for that purvose, He further stated that whem ftrnin Ko
98 whistled for the Ylock st Riverside he was engeged in other
work and he at cnce got up and sgked the operator at Storra for
the block, and when ke seoursd 1t allowed train Ho. 98 to entar,
forgotting that the eanatbound track was still occuplsd. His
ooly exnlanation of thiz forgutfMliness was the facd that ils nind
wes on this extra work zhen tr:in No. 98 approacied. He furthsy
atated that the nain trzok at Riverslds wes often blooked »ith
cars and thet the only protectiom afforded them wes by the
gporator, whe would bz notiflied of tholr presence by the yarde
peator,

Operator Losey, who ~n3 on luty st Riveralde at the ti-e
tho eut of orrs wma ploced on tho i line, stated that the
disnateher told hin to buck th~ 2:.7r3 25 to the emstbound xaln
tracke  The yordomster notlflied aln that they could not be
hendled ia the yard end bo comronicnted this fpformatlon to tho
dlapnteher, Iuring bis =lx prorzt exnerience et Riveralde ho
hed never knocwa of these cury of ¢9ra belng afforded any proe

tsotlon by flogmen.

Bisnatcher Shotwell, an aviy 7o 400 peme untll midright,
wag notified that the swathound traoy was blocked. Ha d41id not,
kowaver, is-ue an order notifying <1l trains that t?a‘%astbauné
troek would be used 48 a single-treck line, his resson being
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that he dld not kmow how long the ssptbound trsok would be
ocoupied. At midnizkt, howover, he lassued gn order glving sn
eagtbound train rights over =21l opposing tralnz on the wonrf-
bound triek fro: Riverside to Storrs, ao 1t la ¢lenr that he
knew the castbound track was atill blocked., Undsr the rules
goveralng the dutieca of ftrsin dispateiisrn when being rollievsd,
1t wms provided thst they should nake a& written tranafer on
thelr train order bosks of all outatanding train orders, aud
of all informetion relstive to teeins mhich the relleving dia-
petoher should know, HNotwithatending tie requirezents of this
Mile, Digpatcher Shotwell Failed to show on the tratn orday
bzok tae fret that the spstbound aeln track wes blociked =with
enrz I'ror the Chessnecke « Chio TMailwey, but he alslned thag
Lo told Disvatcher Jorping, who rellaved him, thet the trock
was blocked., This vss denlnd by Dlgpetcher Hopping, wio atated
thet he d4id net xn~w oars were ooourying the maln tr-ak until
artter the ecllision oscurred. Tae night ohlef dlspaioler zluso
gtated thet ne bhad no informotlion that the main track vas blocked.

The lonse method in which treins were often handled in the
vicialty of Rlverside Yerd wsas rospongible for the edopii-n by
tha aporators ot Hiverside and Storrs of a meke-shiflt azafoguard
to provent mistakos due to possible forgetfulness, Thig arrengee-

ment conoisted of placing a roilroad aplke or block of wond
betwean the lateh and the handle of the lavers eontroling main

truck signale, thus preventing a hurried or Impropar movenent.
~
in this instines, howsver, Operator Murray, arfter lining up the

switches for s treia movement =t 1:21 a.m., falled to ™splke
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the lever® eontroling the ematbound eignal, snd when trsin No,.
98 whistled for the bdlock he was able to eleay the signsl for
that tealn without detoctiang his srror.

The direct caune of this sccldent wss the action of Opsr-
ator Hurray in giving a faloe clear bleok afignel to train Ho. 9.
Responsibility for the unsafe operetling condltienz which
renderod this aceldent possible, however, mugst rest with perscose

muek higher in euthordty than Operator Murrey. With the ssst-
bound rumning trascik bloocked with oars, as in this osse, safoty
re;ulired the eatablishment of a zingle trocek opersting zone
covering the blocked territory. This was the Lmperative duty
of treln dlepstoeher Shotwell, who should have lasued the nocesw
#ary instuectiscas providing fur safe traln movement linmedistely
uron being inforned of the situstions Lot oply did Dispsateoher
Shotwell fail 6o porform ils auty in this reapeot, but he zlao
falled to meke 2 proper trwafsy of the uainess of hls oftice
to the dlapntcher whe relleved N1, 11 reculred by the rules of
the oompany, and loft tie ralloving dispatcher and chief dis-
patchor without eny record of the condition of the bdlock at
Riverside.

In blocklng the main &tr:cr i%a cers, and depending entirely
upck the block operatsor tu wovonl Lralns from mnning into thou,

Yardraster Busp knowingly visl 1ced posliive rales of the gondony.
Hiz only axcuss for sueh vi.l ti-n was that it has been common

practlice to blosk the mein 1iin with cors, and lesve them to De
protagted only by the block operater, during at 1@&@?’%3@ SOVan-

year poriod of his amployn-nt st Rivoraside.




wiie

dperatora Losey and Lattier, located at Riverside and
&torrs, respectively, at the tice the cut of ocars was pluced
upen the meln track, are open to censurs For thelr fallure to

eamply with rule Ne. 315. In this comneotion, howaver, 1t may

be atated that 1t wmz a0t eustonery to observe the rule. HNolther

of theas operators made pny notation on his Dlook sheest, showing

wizen the out of cers sutersd the bleoek. Operator Melonald, on
duty at Storrs at the time of the ocolllslon, fallod to somply
with rule Nee 317 sad gave a elear bBlook to the oporator at
Riverside for train Io. 92 when he had received no informae
tlon vhstever that tho bdlook wazm clears

Many aoucidents proviously investigated have besn dus
diroetly or indivectly to the fvllurs of employees properly to
observe the rmlas lz2ld doym for thelr guidencs by ths rellroad
compsny, and in nony of these investigations 1t has besn shown
that such violntiong of the rules ware common ggourrshccd. Ihe
gouoldent heore under Invastizetion is a typleal 1lluatration of
tha monner in whieh the Tules are oftem flagrantly disregordsd,
the Intantion of the alght yard masteor to lsave the cers on the
essthound maln line fyoc G:05 5.m. until 6100 s.me without ap-
reaglng for proper protection beling an sxample of the dangerous
situstionn which nspe thus ¢reatede The existenos of auceh &

eemdition is a menase to all who travel upon rallronds sand can
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only be the reasult of cone of twd csuges -~ elither thosze in euthority
4o not exsrclise that degree of supervision whieh should prevall

at all times oud under all ocndltionsg, and consequently are
ignorant of the faet that tho rules are being violated, or such
vioclavions are smllowed to ooatimie undlasovered or unchecked.
Renponeibllity for seelng that eurloyses underatand znd ohey

the rmliss znd regulations 1a o duty ilncumbent upon the offlialala
end acoldents will continuve to ocour ag long as they, az well as

the anployees, fall proverly %o rerform thelr duties.



